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Cambodia dailly

COMMUNE VOTE PITS

CPP ROOTSAGAINST
CNRP MOMENTUM

by Ben Paviour | May 19, 2017
As the country entersits first cam-
paign period since the CNRP nearly

Prime Minister Hun Sen's son Hun Manet
pays a goodwill visit to Kampong Speu
province, in a photo posted to his Facebook
page on Thursday.

upset the ruling party in 2013, the oppo-
sition party believes momentum is on
itsside.

-Commune Election 2017-

"l am looking out in front of me,
and there are thousands and thousands
of women," said CNRP Vice President
Mu Sochua on Thursday, moments
before speaking at a raly in
OddarMeanchey province where organ-
izers had expected a turnout of a few
hundred. "We are reaching the grass-
roots of what used to be the CPP area."

Ms. Sochua has reasons to be opti-
mistic.

Though Prime Minister Hun Sen
initially cast his party's near-defeat in
2013 as awake-up call for state reform,
there are few Continued to Page 18
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Law Office of Louis S. Haskell

Serving the Cambodian Community since 1987

PERSONAL INJURY filfiffsfiiimius
AUTO ACCIDENTS fjin glﬁﬁflﬁi

978-459-8359

16 Pine Street - Lowell, MA | www.attorneyhaskell.com

o
KhmerPost USA

Cambodian American Biweekly Newspaper

Connecting 10,000 Khmer-speaking households per Month with
an average of 5 members per household. Free Newspaper
copies are available in these cities:

Massachusetts: Rhode Island:
e Lowell e Providence
e Lynn/Revere e Cranston

Contact us for the Advertising Opportunity!

978-677-7163 | http:/khmerpost.us
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Thank you the following sponsors
for helping to make the KhmerPost USA
#B1G10 Anniversary

Celebration possible.

Silver Sponsor

SENIOR WHOLE HEALTHg

Simple. Secure. Independent.

Bronze Sponsors

COMING SOON
Dr. Sokharith Mey, MD

- I ' "'Fa”on ealtr LYNN PRIMARY CARE CENTER (LPCC)
15C Boston Stree 1904

Boston Street, Lynn, MA 01904
- 781-780-7755

Reader

Councilor James Leary
Suppor_ter Lowell General Hospital
Enterprise Bank Trinity EMS
Lowell Five Bank Tufts Health Plan

Remedium Pharmacy

: _ _ Middlesex Community College
United Healthcare Senior Care Option

Conway Insurance

University of Massachusetts Lowell Washington Savings Bank
Event Chair
Fan Soben Pin

Athenian Corner

Cambodian Mutual Assistance Celebration Planning Committee

Association

Cobblestones Restaurant Dahvy Tran
Councilor John Leahy George Anasta
Lowell Community Health Center Maria Lobao
Eastern Bank Vesna Nuon
Councilor Rodney Elliott Vitchtcha Kong

Former Councilor Vesna Noun Sochet Chhen
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Inn & Conference

umass Center
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For your special day...
N oTeH Mo

celebrate in style and comfort.

UMASS
LOWELL

Inn & Conference
Center

50 Warren St., Lowell MA 01852 978-934-6920

The UMass Lowell Inn & Conference Center provides timeless, modern
elegance with a relaxing atmosphere.

You and up to 450 guests will be catered to by our attentive staff, while you

We offer overnight lodging, scenic outdoor photo opportunities, and a
variety of ceremony spaces, including smaller rooms for showers, rehearsal
dinners, and engagement parties.

All of our menus can be personalized to suit your individual needs.
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UMass Lowell Inn & Conference Center

877-886-5422 www.uml.edu/icc
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10 Years - 10 Fun Facts about the KhmerPost USA

Fact #1

A Life Time Journalist

KhmerPost USA Publisher and Editor Roger Samkhon Pin is a reputable Cambodian
Journalist; one of the two people who'd interviewed Pol-Polt in the world. He is the former
President of Journalist Association of Cambodia (1993-1997), worked as the Director of Radio
Free Asiafor Cambodian Service (1998-2003), he then continued his own independent broad-
cast until 2008. He then met Soben Pin, together they launched the KhmerPost USA. A free
biweekly Cambodian-American Newspaper. [Photo Roger Pin interviewed Pol-Pot in 1998 in
Anlong Veng, Khmer Rouge Camp]

Fact #2

The Co-founder

KhmerPost USA was found in the
basement of a friend, Tim Kouch in
Philadel phia, Pennsylvaniain 2007. A pic-
ture of the Co-founder, Soben Pin, who
then was in her junior year studying at
Penn State University.

Fact #3

Marriage

Roger and his co-founder, Soben Pin, married in
20009. It was well attended by family and friends. On their
wedding day, one of their close friends introduced Roger
as the "18 years old young groom, long time ago!" The
truth to be told in their romantic journey who shared the a
common passion for journalism: their age gap was 36
years. Soben was then 26 years old.

Fact #4

Family

Roger and Soben have one son,
Ponnaro Aiden Pin. In 2010, They moved
the headquarters of the KhmerPost USA
to Lowell, Massachusetts to better
serve the Cambodian population in
this city and the rest of the New
England. They livein Lowdl'shigtoric Boott
Catton Mills

Fact #5

Ponnaro Aiden Pin

KhmerPost USA history would
not complete without Ponnaro Aiden
Pin, their only son. Aiden is smart
and resilient. He grew up around the
newspaper and understands his par-
ents commitment and devotion to the
newspaper and the people they serve.
| He endured the long rides, the hot
<% sun, the long Sunday meetings, and

try to make the best of the situation. [photo of Aiden at two years old who was excited to pick
up newspaper in Western Mass in Fall 2012]

Fact #6

Today, as we're celebrating our 10
years achievement; the KhmerPost USA has
printed 224 editions, over 1 million free
copies have shared with Cambodian com-
S=. munity in the East Coast of the United

E States.

Fact #7
On theAir

KhmerPost USA joins the WCAP 98.0
AM every Thursday from 7-10am.

Soben Pin, Co-hosts with Teddy Panos
for the Merrimack Valley Morning Shows.

Fact #8
InTV

We're pleased to bring loca news in
moving picture to the community at large.
Soben Pin reports for LTC Weekly News
Broadcast Every Thursday at 6 pm on
Chanel 8 & 99

Fact #9

In Print

We're connecting 10,000 Khmer-speak-
ing households per month. Free newspaper
copies are available in these cities whether it
rains or shines:

Massachusetts:
0 Lowell,
(o] Lynn/Revere
Rhode Island:
o] Providence
o] Cranston

Fact #10

Our Team

Sokharath Koy, Staff Writer (Khmer)
Soben Pin,Co-founder/Managing Partner
Sochet Chhen, Office Coordinator
Chhun Leng Heng, Creative Artist
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Updates on New Lowell High School Project

by Soben Pin

Public Forums be will held three
more sessions before the City Council
take vote on Tuesday, June 13 at the
Council Chamber at 6:30pm.

They are scheduled as followed:

Thursday, June 8th at the City
Council Chamber at 6:30pm

Saturday, June 10th at Lowell High
Irish Auditorium at 10am

Monday, June 12th at the Lowell
Senior Center at 6:30pm

¥
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On Tuesday, June 13th the City
Council High School Vote at 6:30pm at
the Council Chamber.

Final report on the feasibility study
are due on June 2nd and will be available
for public to view on the city's website, as
well as the city councilors will be getting
the information package. Lowell citizens
are encouraged to attend at the above
three meetings and voice your concerns
regarding the New Lowell High School
project whether it should be staying in the
downtown or moving to the new Cawley
Stadium site.

TITITI

BEDFORD « LOWELL

—IMIDDLESEX

Community College

Student Success Starts Here

May 22-June 9,

No class meeting on Manday,

Classes meet 5 days per week,

-

GETAQUICKStart oN YOUR EDUCATION THIS SUMMER AT MIDDLESEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE!

@)

The State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
Department of Administration
Division of Human Resources, Office of Classification & Examination

RECRUITMENT ANNOUNCEMENT

JUVENILE PROGRAM WORKER
Salary Range from $43,228 — $49,062" (Pay Grade 22A)

To provide for the custody, supervision and security of youth detained in the Rhode Island Training School for Youths
including assisting in the rehabilitation, education, treatment, care and control of these residents and to do related work
as required.

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE:

Education: Such as may have been gained through: Possession of an Associate’s Degree with preferred specialization
in a Behavioral Science, or in Social Work; and

. Such as may have gained through: empl t in a responsible position in a clinical or correctional
treatment facility.

Application Process: Qualified applicants must pass a BCI/NCIC, Child Protective Screen, Drug Screen, Interview
Boards and Psychological Screen.

All qualified applicants must complete a 4 week Pre-Service Training Academy

APPLICATION PERIOD: All resumes must be received by June 18, 2017

L84 #HNS 10, £WIF

Interested parties should submit resume to the address listed below.

Department of Chnrdregl Youth and Families

101 Fnendshnp Street
Providence, Rl 02903

Open hour and informational sessions will be at the following locations, dates, and times:

*Youth Transition Center — 790 Broad Street, Providence, Rl 02905 — June 5", 4:00-6:00pm

*Youth Transition Center — 242 Dexter Street, Pawtucket, Rl 02860 — June 7™, 1:00-3:00pm

*Rhode Island Training School - Youth Development Center — 57 Power Road, Cranston, Rl — June 8",
3:00-6:00pm

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:

At the time of appoi must be ¢ ble of performing (with or without reasonable accommodation) the essential
duties as evidenced by a physician's certificate and must contnua Ia be quahﬁed to perform assngned duties through
empluyment Must ha\re successfully comp]eted and gradua apa 0 dre 0 d ag
: rain ing ram. In aooormanoe mth RIGL 42 2& 341 no person shall be appalnled

it until they shall have been evaluated and tested by a certified psychologist and

temporary, probationary, or per
receive a
satisfactory rating which shall be in writing

After graduating from Pre-Service Training Academy
d on a hiring list and offered employment upon positions becoming available.

may be pl

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND DIVERSITY EMPLOYER.
Women and minorities are encouraged to apply.
Any individual with a dlsabﬂlty who requnes assistance to effectively participate in the application process should
contact the Dep t of Admir at the above number prior to the close of the application period.

*Wages subject to union contract

-"

3

\ -
2, '\'.-1‘ A
— g /;J-‘_L_

Other Summer Schedule Options

DAY SUMMER SESSIONS
Mav 30 - June 29 01 July 10 - August 9

per week, in Bedford & Lowell

ONLINE/EVENING SUMMER SESSIONS * 75
June 5 - Aug. 1 vJune 19 - Aug. 15

Classes mee enings per week, or online

To learn more, call 1-800-818-3434 o1 visit www.middlesex.mass.edu/summer
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Francisco J. Rosa, Esq.
ER TGRSR

Andrew ‘Bunna’Taing, Esq.
151l T8 (Giun wy

SERVICES

Law Office of

It Rosa & Taing {1z

ATTORNEY AT LAW

DIUMIRG GSI [

Auto Accidents/ Personal Injury e &5

Bankruptcy
Immigration
Consumer Protection

Real Estate Closings/Disputes

Divorces Child Custody

1550 Middlesex Street Lowell, MA 01851 |
Phone: 978-458-0934 | at@rosataing.com
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Law Office of Thomas Stylianos Jr.
287 Appleton St. Lowell MA 01852

e Immigration eHig{IHinG
o ({1 BRI BUIG
o NI T{UNS

e Auto Crash
e Divorce

ENAGH 1M U & 978-459-5000 or 800-308-3766
www.thomasinlowell.com




KHMERPOST USA

Issue 225 from .May. 19th - Jun 11th, 2017

Page.7

el 154

e
\_]p

-] FUSHIEMSIUNAT (The Megan House Foundation)
finsjusuRgRmaReami 8 ﬁjﬂﬁoﬁoéﬁlﬁjgﬁﬂ
IHUENSGINE190 Gumpus Road {7 Dracut IREATTEIESE 4
yUEHumainy  GBUMSENSMHE R [HUL[EU
ignigme Sutisneatim st Megan's House)
AOnf o d i ngjad amias (G st mi,
uilsmitneity SugwgjunnEagiamuatygwLia!
RISRIASNTSH [N OURSINUmT 9IS ﬁ%gmﬂﬁgﬁ
mussineisligise Hyjeguiagofimintagn
TREMYINI: www.themeganhouse.org/megans-house-dreams-come-home-raffle 4
TS UUASHATSSI $100.00 TUESE 5000608 TIAMS SH{EIMHUT 1

mLmhﬁgﬁt'si Megan'sHouse HER8aNAISIGANtIM [T EI oIS I
sigeiod BRboRl iBwhnusdhywsumnmiss) Sutinids Summnime
BImASHYEING]n 1 Megan's House feiiGan ey Etﬁégsstﬁ:mmiiﬁ 18]
nnme e Ayl Eesi st hrgigamemomatguminmutanmdy)isg
ALNMO TSRS MO {UIangh Etﬁmiﬁmﬁmrﬂﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬂﬁgﬁ@ﬁisﬁ°1 {3iniy
HAMWIZHANGIH KarynPolito msgwﬁammﬁﬁgmﬁﬁg Megan's House tiitis
MIMSUENUSTMYWEHHANTISIS "Megan's House AmSingtuns v gty
Tengis SnspiRagnisiupEmEmuanfel Megan's House 1{58utgH
1gimsimgnningin” 4

SIPININEIRS

TICEETS CTART
AS LOW AC WUST

Promos €very Day!

MILITARY
MONDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

9]
@?\‘.’.\‘.’)
THURSDAY
-FIRE__!:MKKS
SATURDAY m m
SUNDAY m m

LOWELLSPINNERS.COM

FRIDAY

At the Team Store!

Open Monday-Friday
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 pm

(978) 8055115

MEGAN'S HOUSE

A Residential Treatment Mome for Women
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106 Middlesex Street
Chelmsford, MA

DOLAN

FUNERAL HOME

"Meeting the Needs of the Families in
Chelmsford by providing a professional
service as distinctive as the families we
serve”

Congratulations to the
Khmer Post 10t
Anniversary Recipients

T
Type3 MIM@O?
James F. Dolan & James F. Dolan Il
Type 6 Donald P. Badger & Dennis W. Graham
< Burial or Cremation + Pre-Need Funeral Planning
< Newly Renovated % Serving All Faiths
% Private Kitchenette < Wi-Fi & Video Tribute Available

. Call us at 978-251-4041

Or visit us at www.dolanfuneralhome.com
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Independence
Home Care

NOW HIRING RN’S AND CNAS
WE HAVE FLEXIBLE HOURS

SOUTHEAST ASIANS AND HISPANIC
SPEAKING ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.

Independence Home Care is a well-established Home Nursing Care Provider
based in Rhode Isiand that has been serving the community for over 10 years.
We are a Joint Commission Accredited Medicare/Medicaid Certified Agency
that is recognized as one of the top Home Nursing Care Providers in this state.

f‘““““"

Health Services LLC

10 years of servmg the commum’ry
Honorable, Trusted, Experienced.
Employed over 150 Southeast Asians.

Come visit our office on Monday through Friday, between 10am
and 4pm to complete an application. Or fax your resume fo
401-369-7818.

433 ElImwood Ave. Providence, Rl 02907 401-437-8337 www.independencehs.com
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REPORTERS TARGETED OVER
ELECTION QUESTIONS

by George Wright and Van Roeun |
May 24, 2017

A commune chief has filed an officia
complaint against two Cambodia Daily reporters
who interviewed villagers in Ratanakkiri
province as part of the newspaper's commune
election coverage, accusing them of arriving
"with bad intentions."

"They came with bad intentions. They
came to research, monitor the election and
incited people," the complaint filed on Monday
says.

Douglas Stede, generd manager and generd
counsel of The Cambodia Daily, yesterday said
the reporters were just doing their jobs and
described the complaint as "a bit absurd.”

"Reporters asking questions about politics
during an election campaign-isn't that part of
the job?" he asked.

Information Minister KhieuKanharith
further escalated the situation yesterday, posting
acopy of one of the reporters’ passports on his
Facebook page and warning journdists to be
aware of the law.

"Please, dl journdists, learn the laws on
elections and strictly adhere to code of ethics
during the elections to avoid any accusations,”
Mr. Kanharith wrote.

The complaint was filed by RomamYuot,
the Sam Rainsy Party commune chief of Pate
commune in O'yadaw district, the only com-
mune in the province that elected an opposition
commune chief in 2012.

Filed to the district governor, the com-
plaint takes issue with the questions the
reporters were asking people in the commune.

"What party did people vote for in 2012?
Why in the 2012 election in Ratanakkiri
province did the CPP win al, except in Kong
Thom village, Pate commune, where the Sam
Rainsy Party won? What kind of strategy and
campaign made [the party] win the election?'
the complaint says villagers were asked.

The two reporters "incited people" by not
respecting the National Election Committee's
law "that does not alow discussion of politics
during the election campaign,” it says. The
complaint makes no mention of any specific
law the reporters allegedly broke.

The two reporterswho were the subject of
his complaint, Zsombor Peter and AunPheap,
have extensively reported on the area's rampant
illegal logging, including an investigation last
year that found military involvement in the
trade.

District governor Ma Vichet said the
reporters had also overstepped the mark by
interviewing the commune chief about politics
in his office. They should have discussed
"development” instead, he said.

"It is wrong to ask questions related to
politics to the commune chief in his commune
office," he said. "Please, ask your reporters to
not do that."

Mr. Kanharith, contacted later, said he
was"just reminding dl journdiststo be cautious."
Asked why he felt the need to post passport
details, he said it was to "show [the] case.”

Political analyst Cham Bunthet said it
appeared that there were little grounds for the
complaint.

"Therole of the mediaisto report, right?"
he said. "People need to know thefacts...inthat
commune and that's the role of the reporters: to
report that to the people in that district or
nationwide."

Mr. Kanharith's decision to post the passport
details of the foreign reporter was likely an
effort to cow other journalists in the run-up to
the election, Mr. Bunthet said.

"l think that's a form of intimidation, a
warning and a threat. It's happened for a long
time already from him and other people so |
don't see that as a surprise,”" he said.

Just two weeks ago, Prime Minister Hun
Sen called out two reporters, including one
from the Daily, during a media briefing at the
World Economic Forum on Asean in Phnom
Penh, saying journalists who did not report
properly on the government would be seen as
"servants of the foreigners.”

The complaint comes just days after the
Information Ministry warned that media outlets
must abide by the NEC's "Guidelines for
Cambodia elections' or face being shut down.

However, the guide clearly states that the
duty of the mediais to "find and broadcast the
news about the opinions and different ideas of
all involved people during the election
process.”

The Sam Rainsy Party, to which the com-
mune chief, Mr. Yuot, belongs, merged with the
Human Rights Party after the commune elec-
tions in 2012 to form the CNRP, currently the
main opposition party in the country. When the
new party selected commune candidates for
thisyear's elections on June 4, Mr. Yuot was | eft
off the ballot, and said at the time that he was
shocked by the decision.

(Additional reporting by Kim Chan)
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CRITICIZES
COUNTRY'S'CORRUPT' COURT SYSTEM

by George Wright and Chhorn
Phearun | May 30, 2017

Amnesty International today

accused the ruling CPP of using its
grip on the judiciary to systematically
harass and intimidate civil society and

and ruling party through the criminal
justice system on the basis of their
political beliefs, activities, however
peaceful, and/or due to their status as
HRDs," it adds.

The case against the Adhoc 5-
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urged the government to drop cases
against opposition activists and human
rights defenders.

In response, a government
spokesman branded the globa rights
group the "enemy of the government,”
and maintained that jailed members
of civil society were imprisoned for

breaking the law.
Rel eased this morning,
Amnesty's "Courts of Injustice”

report criticizes the government over
awide range of cases, including legal
assault on prominent activist
TepVanny, the current and former
rights workers dubbed the Adhoc 5,
and opposition CNRP officials con-
victed of leading an "insurrection” in
2014.

"Since the last general electionin
July 2013, the Cambodian criminal
justice system seems to have been
systematically targeting human rights
defenders [HRDs] and political oppo-
sition activists,” the report states.

Amnesty estimates there are at
least 27 political prisoners in
Cambodia, while loca rights group
Licadho putsthe current number at 25.

"HRDs and political opposition
activists are targeted by the executive

four officers from the rights group and
an dection officid who have been
jailed for more than a year for their
aleged involvement in attempting to
bribe a mistress of opposition |leader
KemSokha to lie about an affair-is
"clearly politically motivated,” the
report says.

"The Five were discriminated
against on the basis of their status as
HRDs," the report states.

"There is a reliable body of infor-
mation supporting the conclusion that
they were arrested to deter ADHOC
and its staff from carrying out their
functions as HRDs and from exercis-
ing their rights and freedoms,” it adds

The report aso contends there is
no basis for imprisoning opposition
officials and activists for between
seven and 20 years for their role in a
demonstration at Phnom Penh's
Freedom Park in July 2014 that turned
violent when CNRP supporters
clashed with district security guards.

"Thereis no evidence that the oppo-
stion planned violence ahead of the
15 July 2014 event; to the contrary,
there is substantial evidence that
CNRP parliamentarians in attendance

Continued to Page 16
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ELECTION MONITOR: SAMPLE-BASED
OBSERVATION MOST EFFECTIVE

by Hannah Hawkins| May 30, 2017
Transparency International has

pledged a rapid assessment of potential
irregularitiesin Sunday's commune elections
by sending 1,100 observersacross Cambodia
-including, if needed, by boat and heli-
copter.
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-Commune Election 2017-

At a news conference in Phnom
Penh on Monday, PreapKol, executive
director of Transparency International
Cambodia, said USAID had donated
nearly $200,000 to fund the Election Day
operations, in which a sample of 410
polling stations out of 22,148 would be
observed.

The plan was to produce a report
more quickly than other organizations
carrying out comprehensive assessments,
Mr. Kol said.

The observers would be deployed to
"idlands, remote areas-they might need to
fly by helicopter...they might take the
boat to the islands,” he said.

Mr. Kol said the 1,100 observers had
been subject to extensive interviews and
background checks to ensure they were
not aligned with any political party. The
anti-corruption NGO also monitored
Cambodia's elections in 2013.

Kim Chhorn, senior program coordi-
nator for the Committee for Free and Fair
Elections (Comfrel), which has registered
about 15,000 observers, said Comfrel
would brief the public on some of their
findings on Sunday, Monday and
Tuesday. Its final report, however, would
not be available for another two months
after the vote, he said.

Mr. Chhorn said it was crucia to
have someone at all polling stations, or at
least a person shared between two polling
stations.

"If we have no proof-if we do not
have thereal picture, the real photo, at the
polling station that had the problem...we
cannot show that it happened,” he said.
"Comfrel tries to show all the evidence."

hawkins@cambodiadaily.com

Continued from page 15

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CRITICIZES...

repeatedly told their supporters
to conduct themselves peacefully and
videos available online indicate that
the violence that did take place wasin
fact initiated by security forces," the
report states.

The convictions were not backed
up in court, the rights group argues,
citing the fact that none of the 38
security guards called as witnesses

were ableto identify any of the defen-
dants as having engaged in violence.
The court's treatment of female-
activists from Phnom Penh's evic-
tion-embattled BoengKak neighbor-
hood is also featured in the report,
which focuses on the area's most
prominent protester, TepVanny, who
was jailed once again last year in
what has widely been derided as a

politically motivated effort to muzzle
the country's best known dissident.

"Members of the community
have faced just about every trick in
Cambodias harassment playbook,"
the report states.

"The cases against Vanny are
important for the current discussion
as they highlight the lengths to which
the authorities will go to use, bend
and break the rules of criminal proce-
dure to imprison activists and under-
score the unwillingness or inability of
the courts to uphold the international -
ly protected fair tria rights of HRDs,"
it adds.

The report ends with nine recom-
mendations to the government,
including a call for greater respect for

the independence of the judiciary; a
plea to stop using the courts to target
its critics; and an argument for the
immediate termination of al cases
against human rights defenders and
peaceful political opposition activists.

Contacted by telephone, CPP
spokesman SokEysan slammed the
rights group and claimed it was
biased against the government.

"It is nothing strange, it
[Amnesty International] is the enemy
of the government,” Mr. Eysan said.
"If you don't commit any aggravated
offenses, there would not be any
charges. The court is not biased if you
don't violate the law.”
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SEVEN MORE CAMBODIANS DEPORTED FROM
USARRIVE IN PHNOM PENH

by Matt Surrusco | May 18,
2017

Seven more Cambodians deport-
ed from the U.S. arrived in Phnom
Penh on Wednesday, despite the gov-
ernment making another request earli-
er this month to put deportations on
hold until the two countries renegoti-
ate their repatriation agreement.

The seven Cambodian citizens
repatriated by the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security,

were

U.S. Embassy spokesman Jay Raman
said in an email.

Since 2002, 566 Cambodians
have been deported from the U.S.
under the bilatera agreement that,
paired with U.S. immigration law,
alows for the deportation of
Cambodians who are legal residents
of the U.S. and have served felony
prison sentences there. Many immi-
grated to the U.S. as child refugees
and have never lived in Cambodia

Officials

repeatedly said they want to amend

in Cambodia have

the agreement, citing hardships

placed on the individuals and families
of those who are deported.

Earlier this month, Foreign
MinisterPrakSokhonn said the U.S.
had told Cambodia to continue
accepting deported Cambodians,
despite the government's pleas.

"We made the request to halt
deportations so that we can discuss
more, but the U.S. didn't respond and
wants us to continue," Mr. Sokhonn
said. "We will continue to accept the
deportees.”

On Wednesday, Interior Ministry
spokesman KhieuSopheak referred
guestions about negotiations between
Cambodia and the U.S. to the Foreign
Affairs Ministry spokesman, who
could not be reached.

But he reiterated the govern-
ment's wish that the agreement be
reviewed again, "because when those
people come to Cambodia they cry
because they've been forced to leave
their families."
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Continued from page 01

COMMUNE VOTE PITSCPP...

signsthat the CPP has reinvented itself to
address that ground swell of anger ahead of
the upcoming commune elections official cam-
paigning period, which begins on Saturday. A
bipartisan National Election Committee (
NEC) has rebuilt voter lists that election
observers now deem credible, and instituted
other changes designed to avert fraud that crit-
ics said used to play heavily in the ruling

party's favor.

Dogged by court cases and legidation it
sees as politicaly motivated, factionalism, and
fidgety policy, the opposition party has cleared
perhaps the highest hurdle by simply staying
intact and successfully fielding candidates in
all communes for the June 4 vote.

But there are also several reasons to
doubt that the CNRP will be able to reach its
goal of capturing control of at |east 40 percent
of the 1,646 communes in play during the
upcoming vote, up from the combined two
percent won by the Sam Rainsy Party (SRP)
and Human Rights Party (HRP) during the last
vote.

"The deck is just stacked in such a way
as to make it very hard for the opposition to
win [commune] council seats and even harder
to win chiefs," wrote Sophal Ear, an associate
professor of diplomacy and world affairs at
Occidental College in Los Angeles, and co-
author of astudy last year on local governance
in Cambodia. "Even if they get control of the
council (not an easy feat), they would have no
money to do anything."

Up against a formidable CPP party
machine whose resources outstrip those of
local governments, an election formula that
favors incumbents, and voters traditional
reluctance to risk old patronage relationships,
the opposition party faces along road ahead to
both win communes and govern them effec-
tively.

The 2012 commune elections give a hint
of the hurdles faced by the opposition.

The SRP and HRP, which merged later
that year to form the CNRP, garnered a com-
bined 30.6 percent of the votes, compared to
about 60 percent for the CPP.

But because the opposition votes were
scattered across many communes, each of
which requires a plurality of votes to control
the commune chief spot, the CPP was able to
convert its votes to control about 72 percent of
the councilor seats and a whopping 97 percent
of the commune chiefs.

"The overwhelming gains of the CPP are
partly explained by technical rather than polit-
ical reasons," election monitor Comfrel wrote
in its post-election report, including aformula
for proportional representation for councilors
"that is widely considered to lead to less pro-
portional election results" compared to other
systems.

"The structure of commune council elec-
tion results in situations in which you, as the
opposition party, are lucky to get one sedt,
maybe two seats, but guess what, you still lost
the council itself,” Mr. Ear wrote. "The advan-
tage of incumbency is huge."

For many local leaders, their incumben-
cy stretches back as far as 1979 and even into
the Khmer Rouge era, according to a 2008
study by the Cambodia Development
Resource Institute (CDRI), which found that
voters on the village level across three
unnamed communes told researchers they pre-
ferred older, entrenched leaders to newcomers
with less social capital or fewer connectionsto
patrons.

"Villagers in genera fear change and it
takes quite atime and effort for new leadersto
prove themselves and be accepted,” the study
says.

The researchers found that in the three
communes they visited, the ruling party was
deeply intertwined with the state, with its
patrons propping up pagodas, its working
groups overseeing new roads, and commune
councilors mingling their administrative
duties with party campaigning, infrastructure
projects and handouts. Nearly all districts and
provinces have a wealthy, powerful CPP
patron assigned by the party to pay regular vis-
its, fund and oversee projects and ensure votes
for the party.

"The concept of reciprocity isill used to
keep villagers depended so that they vote for
those who provide assistance," notesthe CDRI
study.

In cases where the commune leaders
could tap into a generous national patron, as
wasthe case in one of the three communesvis-
ited by CDRI, villagers saw little need to
threaten the status quo.

But the authors also said that local |ead-
ers who stood by party higher-ups or powerful
businessmen in land grabs or corrupt dealings
were susceptible to lose their perch-a senti-
ment social and political scientist Meas Nee
said he Continued to Page 20
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Continued from page 18

COMMUNE VOTE PITSCPP...

had been hearing more and more of lately
in his provincial work.

"| think people are ready for change," he
said, pointing to widespread internet penetra-
tion enabling better informed voters. "Not
everybody, but a significant number."

Assuming Mr. Nee is right, history sug-
gests the opposition commune chiefswill have
their work cut out for them.

With coffers in the hands of a central
government hesitant to provide funding even
for CPP communes in spite of nationwide
decentralization plans, opposition-led com-
mune chiefs say they have faced extra obstacles
to stay in the loop and finance projects.

An unnamed SRP commune chief inter-
viewed by CDRI said she struggled to find
money for projects and was "the last person to
know any news."

Siek Mekong, an SRP commune chief in
Stung Treng province, said district and provin-
cia authorities generaly offered 50 million
riel, or about $12,325, toward annua infra-
structure projects, but had refused his requests
in recent years to build a new road, accusing
him of squandering state funds.

"They aways oppose me, or reject my
proposal s because they do not want opposition
membersto be here," he said of the district and
provincial councils, who are chosen by com-
mune councilors and therefore swing solidly
to the CPP.

Nor does the CNRP have anything to
rival the CPP'sworking group structure, which
has centralized wealth and power over the past
three decades.

"If you look at the resources, the ruling

party's local office headquarters looks better
than the commune council headquarters,” Mr.
Ear wrote. "It's clear where the money is."

The CNRP hopes to change that by pro-
viding $500,000 worth of funding to every
commune-a plan that Ms. Sochua admits is
contingent on the party winning next year's
national elections.

"That's why we're tying the 2017 mes-
sage with 2018," she said. "Otherwise the
national budget is in the hands of the ruling
party.”

The CNRP is hoping that loca voters
deep connections with the CPP will actually
work against the ruling party-that Cambodians
have had decades to get to know the govern-
ment, and don't like what they see anymore.

"Their only messageisfear," Ms. Sochua
said. "Our strategy is door to door, village to
village."

Mr. Ear said he isn't convinced that the
CNRP can tranglate that effort into a signifi-
cantly improved performance over 2012.

But Mr. Nee, the social scientist, has a
rosier outlook for the opposition, predicting
the CNRPto take about 40 percent of the com-
mune chief spots as the CPP sticks to its "old
tricks."

He described recently watching villagers
exit a CPP gathering with 20,000 riel, or about
$5.

"When they came out, they were laugh-
ing," he said, recalling the sentiment he heard
from locals: "You can never change my mind
or my heart."

(Additional reporting by Sek Odom)
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Middlesex
Metropolitan Planning Organization
(NMMPO) has releaseda draft
amendment to the FFY 2017-2021
Transportation Improvement Program

The Northern

(TIP)for public comment. The pro-
posed TIP amendment programs-
funding for several projects in
Lowell, including canawaypedes-
trian improvements in the down-
town area, rehabilitation of the
Swamp Locks pedestrian bridge,
and reprogramming of a TIGER
grant award for the rehabilitation of
six canal bridges.

A public meeting to receive
comments on the draft amendmen-
twill be held on June 6th, 5:30 PM,
a the Northern Middlesex Council
of Governments office, 40 Church
Street, Suite 200, Lowell, MA.You
may submit comments by phone at
(978) 454-8021, ext. 121, or by
email:jhoward@nmcog.org. If pre-
ferred, comments may be mailed to
the above address. The public com-
ment period for the TIP amendment
ends on June 16, 2017.You may
access a copy of the documents
online atwww.nmcog.org. Please
note the TIP contains the program of
projects for the Lowell Regional
Transit Authority (LRTA). The
MPO's public participation process
satisfies the LRTA's public partici-
pation requirements for the program

of projects.
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Connecting 50,000 Khmer-speaking readers per month.
Free Newspaper copies are available in these cities:

Massachusetts: Rhode Island:
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Office: KhmerPost USA, LLC. 45 Merrimack St. Suite 218A. Lowell, MA 01852
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