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by Richard P. Howe Jr

On the last weekend of July in
each of the past 28 years, the sights,
sounds, tastes and smells from every
corner of the world come to down-
town with the Lowell Folk Festival.
Starting with a big parade led by a
visiting band and people from Lowell
carrying the flags of their ancestral
countries, the Festival begins with
an outdoor concert on Friday night at
Boarding House Park and continues
on Saturday and Sunday afternoon
and evening.  With performances Sages

Continued to page 05
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MIDSUMMER DREAMS
First annual Food and Wine Festival
at Lucy Larcom Park, Lowell
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Lowell, MA— The Lowell Food
and Wine Festival will betaking place
on August 8-9, 2014 Presented by One
27 Global, alocal organization create

events with vision to build community
and to raise poverty awareness.
Featuring tastings, culinary journeys,
cooking demonstrations, entertain-
ment, and more over the course of two
days, this year’s Festival will showcase
the expertise of Greater Lowell’s best
culinary, wine and beer leaders.

“We're excited about presenting
the 2014 program, with a roster of
events that brings an amazing energy
to the weekend”, noted Tobias Marx ,
One 27 Global and Founder and
Director. “Thisyear’sFestiva will serve
up some of the finest cuisine from the
Greater Lowell Area, paired with specidly
selected wines from the portfolio of
Tutto Bene Wine Cellars, and craft
beers from the Merrimack Valley
Distributing Company’s portfolio.”

The Festival will include events
like:

EAT. DRINK.
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ONE 27 GLOBAL 250 JACKSON STREET, LOWELL. MA 01851 (978) 361-1132

- Food Truck Journey

- Craft Beer Tasting

- Culinary Journey with local
restaurants

- Cooking Demonstrations

- Exclusive Wine Tasting

- MidsummerVariety Show, fea-
turing talent within the Lowell com-
munity

- The launching of hundreds of
Dream Lanterns over the city

“We will transform Lucy Larcom

Park in downtown Lowell into a
whimsical reality where dreams come
aive for the entire city” says Rachel
Napear, who is leading the Festival
committee. Napear continues, “The
Festival is not only a celebration of a
diverseculinary scene. Thisisacdeoration
of the hard work and dedication of
community organizations assisting its
members in achieving their dreams.”
The festival is a preview of
Greater Continued to Page 23
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PRESS RELEASE

KhmerPost USA to Host State Representative Debate
The KhmerPost USA will host a debate for the candidates for the Democratic homination for the 18th Middlesex Representative
District on Tuesday, August 19, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at Lowell Telecommunications Corporation at 246 Market Street in Lowell. The debate
will be televised live on Lowell cable TV and will be streamed live on www.Itc.org.

The 18th Middlesex District includes the Acre and Highlands neighborhoods of Lowell. The seat was previously held by Kevin
Murphy who resigned earlier this year when he was elected Lowell City Manager.

Candidates in the Democratic Primary are Brian Donovan, James Leary, Rady Mom, David Ouellette and Paul Ratha Yem.

Brian Donovan Rady Mom

Paul Ratha Yem

JlmLeary ~ DaveOuellette

The KhmerPost USA isacommunity newspaper published biweekly in Lowell, Massachusetts and distributed in Cambodian-American
communities throughout the East Coast of the United States. Founded in 2008 by Roger Samkhon Pin, the former President of the
Cambodian Journalist Association of Cambodia (1994-1997) and the former Director of Radio Free Asia’'s Cambodian Services.

For more information about the debate, contact Soben Pin, Managing Partner of KhmerPost USA via email sobenpin@khmer-
post.us or direct number at 978-656-8141 (cell) | 978-677-7163 (office)
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Continued from page 02

Lowell Folk Festival...

and a dlice of jackfruit, dusted with
brown sugar, rolled in a spring roll Lowell businesses
throughout the Folk Festiva with specia
outdoor sales and dining and local

set up al over the center of Lowell,
the entire downtown becomes part of
thefestival. Loca cultural groupswork
in booths near the stages selling ethnic
food from all over the world.
Thisyear, the favorite musical act

wrapper and fried.
The favorite activity of many who

attend the Lowell Folk Festival is
simply walking through downtown
Lowell, seeing friends and discovering
new music and food. Many regular

“Independence
Home Care

Health Services LLC

remain open

musical acts later in the evening.

The Lowell Folk Festival is
another one of the many ethnic festivals
and celebrations that make Lowell
such an interesting and rewarding place
tolive.

The Joint
Commission
National Quality
Approval

FEIRNIS IS mNRAIATESIEN STV SIS

Licensed Home Care Provider / Companion Services

Certified Medicare /Medicaid = Joint Commission Accreditation = Home Nursing Care Provider Licensed by Rl Department of Health

Approved Provider of All State Programs: Department of Elderly Affairs / Department of Human Services
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B Registered Nurses

® Home Health Aide

B Physical Therapy ® Bathing

m Occupational Therapy B Dressing

® Speech Therapy B Safety

m Medical Social Worker

Unskilled Nursing

= Companionship
® Personal Care

Employment

Nurses & CNAs

m Helping Over 100 Rhode Island
Elderly Southeast Asians

® We Employ Over 50 Southeast Asians
= FREE ASSESMENT
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of many was a Japanese taiko drum-
ming group from San Francisco called
Grand Master Seiichi Tanaka's San
Francisco Taiko Dojo. Using drums
that were designed more than 2000
years ago, the group combined com-
plicated dance moves with ritual
drumming to create avisual and sound
sensation for everyone who saw them.
The most popular food booth based
on the lines of people waiting was
Iskwelahang Pilipino (The Phillippine
Society of Boston) which sold avariety
of Filipino meat, rice and noodle dishes

aong with Turon, aso known as
lumpiyang saging, which is a Filipino
snack made of thinly sliced bananas

www.independencehs.com

CALL US TODAY!

(401) 437-8337

Available 24/7
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1179 Elmwood Ave.
Providence, Rl 02907

- See our Khmer Video about Home Care at our website -
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Better Products, Better Service

A community bank

Washington
SAVINGS BANK

We give you more

Big Banks

60,000 Nationwide free ATMs

Much Less!

YES! Are you kidding?

Everything the ‘Big Banks’ have:
Online banking, Bill payment,
mobile banking, mobile deposit

YES, OVER 80 DESIGNS!

YES! Anytime, Anywhere

Friendly local people who really
want to help solve problems

Local decisions, by local people who
sincerely want to work with you. Your
place or ours, day, evening or weekend

Lowell, MA - your money and loan
payments stay in your community

PLUS RECEIVE A FREE

kindle fire

Monthly Direct Deposit of at least $1,000
At least one monthly automatic payment
An active debit card

“| switched from a large bank
several years ago and have
never regretted it. This is a
small town bank with large
bank benefits and far superi-
or service than you get at the
larger banks.” - Joe S.”

“| recently switched from
Bank of America and love it
here. Should have done it
sooner!” — Kelly P.

Washington
SAVINGS BANK

We give you more

978-458-7999

Member FDIC/ Member DIF / Equal Housing Lender
See reverse side for terms and conditions
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L owell Week in Review:

July 27, 2014

by Richard Howe Jr.

The issue of the cost of young
people from other countries enrolling
in the Lowell public schools (which
came up on a motion by Mayor
Rodney Elliott at Tuesday's Council

_’.._' A 2 i _; P A
% \ ¥y o

meeting) is atricky one. Certainly it

tnanginmdomai Figmmetunn” 1 BUtuguMT sejfissimsmuigitign s far more expensive to educate a 16

MARCOTTE LAW FIRM
jfivdisiunil Marcotte

45 MERRIMACK STREET
LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS
(978) 458-1229
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(978) 458-1229

year old who arrivesin the U.S. as a
refugee from a war-torn country with
no prior formal education than it isto
educate someone with an age appro-
priatelevel of education and amastery
of the English language. If the Federa
government is designating Lowell as
a resettlement site for such refugees,
it's completely appropriate for local
political leaders to lobby the Federal
government for additional funds to
offset the financial impact of refugee
students on the local public schools.
That's what city leaders did back in
the late 1980s when the schools were
overwhelmed with an average of 50
new students each week coming from
refugee camps in Thailand and the

Philippines. Back then, city lobbying
yielded more than $500,000 in
“refugee impact funds’ for the Lowell
Public Schools thanks to a bill pushed
through Congress by then Senator
Edward Kennedy. Hopefully some-
thing similar will happen now.

But what if additional funds
aren't forthcoming? What are we to
do? Areweto built awall around the
city? Are we to say “no more new-
comers to Lowell”? Some longtime
Lowell residents felt that way about
the Cambodian refugees coming to
Lowell back in 1987; some even said
it publicly. But more reasonable city
leaders, both elected and otherwise,
tamped down such talk and the new-
comers quickly became part of the
fabric of the Lowell community.
That was on display this week with
the sincere and moving presentation
at the start of this week’s city council
meeting that recognized how the
entire city pulled together in the after-
math of the deadly fire on Branch
Street, a tragedy that struck the
Cambodian community especially
hard. Today, 25 years after their
arrival as refugees, Cambodians are
just as much a part of Lowell’s com-
munity as are the members of every
ethnic group that’s come before them
and their presence makes Lowell a
better place. Yet if the “keep them
out” mentality had prevailed in 1987,
our Cambodian neighbors either wouldn't
be here or would have a more negative
relationship with the community.

Why has this issue arisen now?
It's not like immigrants and refugees
just started arriving in Lowell. That
was evident at thisyear’s Lowell High
graduation ceremony which featured
Air Force JROTC cadets carrying into
the Tsongas Center the flags of al the
nations of birth of graduating seniors.
Included were the flags of Bangladesh,
Brazil, Canada, Cote D’ lvore, China,
Columbia, Cape Verde, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Ghana, Guinea,
Honduras, Continued to page 23
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Law Office of Thomas Stylianos Jr.

287 Appleton St.

e Immigration
e Auto Crash
e Divorce

Lowell MA 01852
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RHGIGH TR  978-459-5000 or 800-308-3766
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CNRP supporters are learning how capture

what they have won;

but at the same time

expressed concerns and disappoi ntments.

Human evolution is about adapted to
change; changeiswithin usastiny molecule
particle inside our body constantly changing
from moment to moment and as time
went by we aged. We cannot stop change
and certainly cannot afford to remainidle.
We must adapt to change in order for our
survival. Inleadership you must beflexible
and adapt to change when opportunity
arises and you must be able to capture that
moment for the national interests. People
cried, why did CNRP changed their posi-
tion? CNRP never change the position
rather it captured the moment present to
them as they see the best interest of
Cambodian. Thisispolitic; don't hate the
players, hate the game. Yesterday prom-
ised cannot remain idle or the same when
opportunity arise for better future for all
people; this is what leadership is all
about. There will be property casualty in
this game of politic when changed took
place. Please keep this in mind before
you involve in political game. Patriot
without critical thinking is like compassion
without wisdom; it could lead people into
a deep cliff of no return.

The question to the CNRP supporter
should be, did CPP give al those items
now when CNRP first demanded it? Did
CPP give equal shares of NEC and other
powers? Did CPP agree to reform NEC?
What about now? Until CNRP started
protests and rally the world then we
arrived to today conclusion which you should
be proud of your hard works. Reforming
NEC isthe key toward future fair election
if you wanted to win or replaced CPP
machine; the system must be changed.
People needed to realize that they have
won some of the battles that they strived
so hard with protests and lobbying the
world leaders. | say, why you don’t give
CNRP leaders a chance to make change
from inside the parliament. How can you
help people by being outside the parlia-
ment? Cambodian suffers so much such
as. land grabbing issues, immigration
issues, health and safety, jobs, education,
infrastructures, business developments
etc. How do you think these issues being
reduced if CNRP doesn't join the parlia-
ment to resolve the issues?

| want people to understand very
clear; joining the parliament doesn’t mean
they are joining CPP; it means they have
opportunity to change the law and they
can work toward finding solution for
Cambodian that desperately needed repre-
sentation. Who care about the poor people
now in the current government? No one
care about them right now; this cannot
continue. Thisistheroad toward democracy
and yesitisrough road. Inany dispute, if
the party involved doesn't want to sit
down; how can you find solution?

If CNRP stick together; they will
lead Cambodian to victory some day but
if they are divided; their fate is no differ-
ent from the royal party. Thisiswhy itis
critical that they learn from the past and
not afraid to challenge CPP head on and
you have done so much aready. You

have taken away things that they
don't want to give you; things that they
don’'t want you to have. You can’t win all
things right now but you will in time. |
will also list some of the things why CPP
willing to negotiate so that CNRP sup-
porters can see things clearly why they
should remain calm and stick together not
left each other in the middle of the road.
For CPP; they also gained something too
in order for them to agree to sign the
agreement:

1. It legitimizes the government to
operate; it looks good in the eyes of world
democracy; athough they hated to give
up some of the demands.

2. By giving CNRP some power and
leverages to quiet the protests and
reduced pressures from the world leaders
and the internal power structure; it poten-
tially creates chaos and un-trusted envi-
ronment for CNRP leaders if they show
the public that they give up something
easily so that the supporters wonder what
happened; thisisthe mind game played in
the past. Thisisthe game played with the
royal group in the past. Do CNRP sup-
portersfall into the trap by dividing them-

sdlvesagain? Only time will tell if CNRP

knows how to play the game or not. Right
now; | have seen some division aready
because of emotiona thinker rather than
critical thinker. | hope they realized that

it isamind game being played on them.
3. Reduced world attention on
Cambodia’'s situation, reduced the
momentum of protests that could put the
government at risk, reduced tension with
angry protesters and the world was watching

ment is struggling protecting the current
border, let alone opens the discussion of
Khmer Krom land.

5. Give legitimacy the current gov-
ernment and by sometimes to restructur-
ing CPP future candidates/|eadership.
Buying time for Prime Minister Hun Sen
to complete this term and positioning his
people to take over in the future and sta-
bilize many deals in the pipeline.
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7 CNRP MP was in jail; it doesn’t ook
good for the government.

4. Reduced pressure from Khmer
Krom Group from further protests against
VN and stray away from world discussion
about Khmer land seeded to VN in 1949
by the France. Thisis hottest topic; it will
open a can of worm that no one wants
take on the issues. Cambodia's govern-

Remember, CPP didn’t want to give
up anything from beginning until many
situations were created CNRP supporter
and CPP has to deal with the situations to
avoid being unplugged by the boss. At
end, CNRP supporters won and they
needed to learn to recognize it and capture
it.
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Hun Sen, Rainsy Strike Deal; CNRP to Take Seats

By Alex Willemyns and Mech Dara |
July 23, 2014
Prime Minister Hun Sen and oppo-
sition leader Sam Rainsy emerged from a
five-hour meeting in Phnom Penh on
Tuesday with a deal for the CNRP's 55

The seven CNRP lawmakers-elect, along with one party activist,
who were imprisoned last week on
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lawmakers-elect to end their boycott of
the National Assembly in exchange for
an overhaul of the electoral commission,
which they accuse of rigging last year's
election for the CPP.

The CNRP's lawmakers-elect will
be sworn in at the National Assembly in
the coming week, according to Mr.
Rainsy, where they will join 68 parlia-
mentarians from the CPP to amend the
Constitution in order to enshrine the
autonomy of a new election commission.

seemingly spurious charges of
"leading an insurrection" were also
released Tuesday in order to alow them
to swear into the National Assembly.

A statement issued by the parties
after the meeting said the new electoral
commission will have nine members:
four selected by the CPP, four by the
CNRP and a ninth selected by consensus.
The selections will be made through the
National Assembly standing committee.

Mr. Rainsy said shortly after the
meeting that the arrangement will be
clearly detailed in the Constitution and
form much of the document's new
Chapter 15.

"The Constitution will specify how
the ninth [member] will be chosen. The
CNRPwill approve at least four, the CPP
must approve four and the ninth member
must be approved by both parties,” he
said.

The opposition leader discounted

the possibility of further discord between
the parties over the selection of the ninth
and final member.

"Among so many people it would
[be] very strange, very unusua and unlikely
that we could not agree on one candidate
because the ninth candidate will be the
common candidate of both parties," he
said.

The present National Election
Committee (NEC) is dominated by mem-
bers of the CPP and has been routinely
criticized by independent election moni-
torsfor its failures to hold fair elections.

Interior Ministry Secretary of State
Prum Sokha, who was at Tuesday's meseting
and has led technical talks with the
CNRP in recent months, said his party
was not concerned about a deadlock in
selecting the ninth member of the new
commission.

"If the processis stuck by not having
consensus on any one candidate, the
existing mechanism, the existing NEC,
shdl proceed normdly. Thisisthe agreement.
This is to protect against deadlock,” he
said.

Mr. Sokha also said the seven CNRP
lawmakers-elect imprisoned last week
after opposition supporters on July 15
violently retaliated against Daun Penh
digtrict security guardswill now be protected
against any prosecution.

"They will be released temporarily,
on bail, to let them swear in, and then the
National Assembly will consider their
immunity and ask the court to drop the
case. But we need to get through that
legal process," he said.

CNRP lawmakers-elect Mu Sochua,
Keo Phirum, Men Sothavrin, Ho Vann,
Real Camerin, Nuth Rumduol and Long
Ry, and party activist Oeur Narith, were
released from prison just before 5 p.m.
Tuesday and led a motorcade back to
CNRP headquarters in Meanchey district.

CNRP spokesman Yim Sovann
declined to specify when the party's law-
makers would swear in, but confirmed
they would do so before the members of
the new electoral commission are chosen.

"We have to amend the Constitution
and amend the law. In order to amend the
Condtitution we have to have the mesting,”
he said.

A two-thirds mgjority of the 123-
member National Assembly is required
to amend the Constitution, requiring the

Continued to page 24
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No End in Sight for Chronic
Phnom Penh Flooding

By Sek Odom | July 23, 2014
Phnom Penh residents should
continue to brace for more flooding
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during this rainy season with no
imminent fix in sight, officials said
Tuesday.

Flooding impacted much of the
city as heavy rains fell Tuesday after-
noon, causing traffic jams as motorists
flocked to major thoroughfares in
order to avoid smaller roads with poor
drainage.

City Hall spokesman Long
Dimanche blamed residents for
adding to the problem by blocking
drains with trash or closing off man-
holes to avoid bad smells.

Phnom Penh Municipality last
August launched a campaign to
encourage people to discard their
waste correctly in an effort to alleviate
chronic rainy season flooding.

As part of the campaign, City
Hall also pledged to clean the city's
drainage system three times this rainy
season to reduce about 70 percent of
the flooding caused by blockages.

Continued to Page 25

As Prices Fall, Rat Hunting's Few Charms Fade

By Mech Dara and Hally
Robertson | July 15, 2014
Just after sunrisein the slums sur-
rounding the Stung Meanchey dump,
Lak Han, 45, sitsin the dirt outside his

For many years, like hundreds of
others at the dumpsite, Mr. Han made
a paltry living collecting scraps of
garbage until he turned to a more
lucrative source of income-hunting rats.

Rat hunter Lak Han prepareﬁ several k|Iograms of rats outside his home at the Stung
Meanchey dumpsite. (Holly Robertson/The Cambodia Daily)

from the dumpsite into central Phnom
Penh where, as residents are well
aware, there is an abundance of large
rodents for them to target.Among
them is Mr. Han, who scours the areas

'Rat catcher CheaOun, 31, fillets rats along with two female rel atives

a the Stung Meanchey dump last week. (Holly Robertson/The  have to clean them since they are
Cambodia Daily)

find his fast-moving prey.

When he comes across a furry,
gray rodent, he must move quickly to
pierce it with a homemade wooden
spear with a fine metal point on the
end.

"We use a spear to stab the rats,”
he said. "We flash our flashlights at
them and then we stab them.

"Afterwards they are still aive
so we hit them until they die and we
keep them in our bags."

Mr. Han spends most nights
prowling the city's streets, before
returning to his metal shack at the
dumpsite by 6 am. to begin preparing
the rat meat.

According to Stung Meanchey
residents, the meat is trucked to
Poipet City and then taken across
the border to Thailand, where it is
processed for human consumption.

"After we hunt them we chop
off their heads, skin them, and
remove their insides, but we do not

stored inice," Mr. Han explained on

home methodically chopping up alarge
pile of rodents.

At about 7 p.m. every evening,
dozens of rat catchers make their way

around major marketplaces-where
discarded waste attracts vermin-to

Friday morning as he prepared the
Continued to Page 25
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Richard Howe

August 6, 2013

Fifty years ago people in
Lowell knew little about
Southeast Asia but then young
men from here were drafted
and sent to fight in Vietnam.
Some of them died there.
Arcand Drive, which runs
from Lowell City Hall to the
Tsongas Arena, is named for PFC Donald
Arcand who died at age 20 when hisArmy
helicopter was shot down on September 1,
1965. Callery Park, which lies between
Stevens and Wilder Streets in the
Highlands, is named for William T.
Callery who was killed by hostile fire on
February 22, 1966. He was 21.

When Americas involvement in the
Vietnam War ended in the 1970s, people
in Lowell assumed that the only future
connection between the city and Southeast
Asia would be the local monuments and
plaques erected in memory of those who
died there. No one imagined how wrong
that assumption would prove to be.

The first refugees from Southeast
Asia arrived in Lowell in the late 1970s.
They were mostly from Vietnam but some
were from Laos and Cambodia. A 1980
census found fewer than 100 people from
Southeast Asialiving in Lowell. That early
group was resourceful, however, and
quickly established small businesses,
community support organizations, atemple
and the other things needed to create a
thriving immigrant community. Over the
years, asmdl but steady stream of Cambodians
and Laotians came to Lowell.

In 1986, however, that stream became
aflood. The"Massachusetts Miracle" saw
this state's economy booming while the
rest of the country suffered from high
unemployment and economic stagnation.
Southeast Asian refugees who had settled
in other parts of Americawere soon moving
to Lowell, attracted by plentiful jobs and
the already vibrant Cambodian community
in the city.

By 1987, conservative estimates held
that Lowell's residents included 3,000
people from Laos and more than 18,000
from Cambodia. Later estimates said that

number was as high as 30,000. While
there were plenty of jobs, such a large
number of new residents arriving in such a
short time created strains on people and
resources, especially rental housing. But
the greatest impact was on the Lowell
public schools which struggled to find
space and bilingual teachers for the dozens
of new students who were enrolling each
week.

In early 1987, the state department of
education granted an emergency waiver
that allowed Lowell to place 160 bilingual
students, both Hispanic and Asian, in rented
rooms at the Y MCA and the Boys Club on
the condition that the city would bring
those students into regular facilities at the
beginning of the new school year. The state
also demanded that the city implement a
central enrollment system that would
begin to address the racia segregation that
had arisen in the Lowell school system.

The school committee refused to
adopt such aplan and so agroup of parents,
mostly Hispanic but with the support of
many Southeast Asians and the U.S.
Department of Justice, filed a lawsuit
against the city in federal court.

While that lawsuit was pending, the
people of Lowell in thefall of 1987 elected
several new school committee members.
Almost immediately, relations between
the minority parents and the public school
system began to improve. After countless
hours of negotiations, the lawsuit was settled
and the city adopted a central enrollment
system that would desegregate the
schools. As a result of this plan being
adopted, Lowell moved to the top of the
state's school building assistance program
and by the early 1990s, more than a dozen
brand new schools had been built with the
state paying 90% of the cost.

Today, Cambodian people are an
integral part of the Lowell community and
for many, the events of 1987 seem like
ancient history. But it is important to
understand that things might have ended
differently if many people of good will
from all groups had not come together and
struggled for outcomes that were in the
best interest of al residents of Lowell. It
is alesson worth remembering today.
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Cambodia Town of Lowsedll

By Sengly Kong, Ph.D, Chairperson of Cambodia Town Committee

In 2010, the
City of Lowell
designated a Cam
bodiaTownin order
to offiddly recognize
the Lowell Cambo-
dian  American
community's con-
tribution over the past three decades
to revitalizing the partially blighted
lower highland neighborhood and to
elevate interest in the areas stores and
restaurants, attract new businesses,
bring in tourists, and increase civic
pride.

The designation was a timely
response to the aspiration of the com-
munity and businesses as reflected in
their positive responses to abrief survey
in early 2010 conducted by the
Cambodian Mutud Assstance Asociaion
(CMAA) of the greater Lowell. In
October 29, 2011, a Cambodia Town
Committee, an organization of volun-
teers, was set up with the support of
the Cambodian community and busi-
nesses; and the Committee works
closely with the City and other com-
munity based organizations to
advance avision of economically, cul-
turally vibrant and prosperous
Cambodia Town of Lowell.

Lowell is home to the second
largest Cambodian American commu-
nity in the United States after Long
Beach, California. According to
Richard Howe, co-author of a book:
Legendary locals of Lowell, Cambodian
refugees were attracted in large numbers
to Lowell by relatively plentiful jobs
in the mid 1980s and the already
vibrant Cambodian community in the
city. According to the 2010 US Census,
Lowell has about 22,000 Cambodians;
however, it is widely agreed that
Cambodiansin Lowell were seriously
undercounted. Community leaders,
who live and work for decades in the
community, estimated that there are
approximately 35-40,000 Cambodians
about one third of the city population;
the estimate is quite consistent with

extrapolated school enrollment data.
As the result, Lowell has a large pro-
portion (20.2%) of Asians compared
to only 5.3% statewide and also has a
high proportion (14.8%) of Asian-
owned business versus 4.5% statewide
(Census 2010).

There are at least 200 Cambodian
American businesses of all sizes and
kinds most of which are concentrated
in the Cambodia Town. Cambodian
restaurants are ubiquitous; each offers
a variety of authentic ethnic dishes,
and it also tends to have its signature
dish based on customer preference.
For example, customersusually like a
sour beef stew (Samlor Machu Sach
Koa) at Red Rose restaurant or roasted

duck at Phnom Penh restaurant or
steamed soy sauce Tilapia (Trey
Cham Hoy) at Mekong restaurant or
Rice Field Sour Fish Soup (Samlor
Machu Srae) a Piphup Thmel restaurant.
All ingredients are authentic and

found at local Grocery Supper
Markets: Phnom Penh Market on
Branch Street, Hong Kong Market on
Westford, and Bangkok Market on
Chelmsford Street etc.

Authentic jewelry stores are al'so
omnipresent throughout the Cambodia
Town. You can find, for example,
Asian Jewelry on Westford Street, and
Phnom Pich Jewelry or Pailin Jewelry

or Apsara Jewelry on Middlesex etc.
You can buy necklace with lucky
charmed pendant or bracelet with
artistic design or earrings of Angkorian
style or contemporary Cambodian
fashion. During summer weekends,
you can see traditional wedding
receptions at Cambodian restaurants
with bride and groom wearing a set of
dazzling jewelries; wedding crown,
costumes, and changing each set
every hour throughout the evening.
Traditional wedding is customarily
organized in two parts; the first part
isorganized in a morning at a bride's
home with invited monks chanting
blessings for a couple. The reception
is generally held in the evening with

invited guests from both sides. the
bride's side and the groom's. If inter-
ested, one can also buy traditional
costumes, jewelry, lucky charms, and
other souvenirs at local costume and
souvenirs shops throughout the Town.

Religion playsimportant rolesin
most Cambodian American life. From
birth to death, Cambodians involve
Buddhism oneway or another. Buddhist
monks are, for example, invited to
chant blessing for a newborn athough
this practice is rare nowadays. There
are usually Buddhist ceremonies
throughout a year: Phjum Ben, New
Year, funeral etc each of which

involves monks chanting blessing.
Three Buddhist temples offer reli-
gious services in Lowell; one temple,
known as Glory Buddhist temple, is
located in the Cambodia Town off
Chelmsford Street while two others,
Trairatanaram and Khmer Lowell
Temple, are in neighboring communi-
ty. There are score of other cultural
entities that make Lowell Cambodia
Town culturally vibrant. Cambodian
Mutual Assistance Association pro-
vides culturally appropriate social
services; Metta Health Clinic of
Lowell Community Health Center
provides culturally competent health-
care services;, Angkor Dance Troup
and Tep Niyum Musical offer classi-
cal and folk dances for various occa-
sions etc.

In sum, Cambodia Town offers
great opportunities for tourists to
experiences authentic cultures and for

investors to invest in new businesses,
and for Cambodian Americans to be
proud of. Visiting the Cambodia Town
of Lowell gives you not only great
memorable experiences, but also help
promote sustai nable economic growth
that would help this former refugee
community to redlize its vision of
economically, culturally vibrant and
prosperous Cambodia Town. The
Lowell Cambaodia Town can be easily
accessible from either 1-494 exit 35
A-B-C or Route 3 or 1-93; it can aso
be accessed through a 40-minute ride
by commuter rail from Boston's North
Station.
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Pharmacy

280 Westford Street
Lowell, MA 01851

» Offer a wide variety of grocery items
» Accept most major insurances
» Largest khmer pharmacy in Lowell

» Large parking lot

Irop Off

Hours of Operation
y urday: 9A

t i
M - 3PM

. =
DEGREE IN DOCTOR OF PHARMACY

» Over 10 years of experience in retail pharmacy

» Friendly English and khmer speaking staff

Pharmacy P

nsultation

teipite : mentgunnuuthwSawnni
181 copntpme s nmafeags |
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Providence, RI-
Rhode Idand Free Clinic
isaccepting new patients.
If you are uninsured and
unable to qualify for or
cannot afford health |
insurance through the
Affordable Care Act and
HealthSource RI, the |
Rhode Idand Free Clinic
may be able to help!

Rhode Island Free
Clinic is a nonprofit
organization dedicated
to providing free, com-
prehensive primary and
preventative care to unin-

L
Patient is receiving free preventative
quality care by volunteer providers at RI

y

Free Clinic

sured, working poor and
low-income Rhode Islanders. Clinic
patients are uninsured Rhode Island
adults aged 19 and older who earn
below 200% of the Federal Poverty
Level. Rhode Isand Free Clinic is a
licensed medical home where patients
receive Primary Care, Specialty Care,
Labs and Diagnostics, Medications,
WEelIness Programs and Hedlth Education
withthehdp of volunteer medical profes-
sionals, community partners, and donors.
This Clinic does not provide urgent
care or walk-in services.

To qualify you need a current
picture ID, a letter or bill with your
name and current Rhode Island
address, and your tax return, or your
most recent two pay stubs, unemploy-
ment, TDI, or SSI documents. If you
have no income, you will need a letter
signed by the person who is supporting
you stating your current living and
financial situation as proof of your
financial status.

Contact: Marion Osorio, (401)
274-6347 x314, mgonzalez@rifreec
linic.org

Qe

GRAND

RESTAURANT
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Richard Howe Esq. Sengly Kong, Ph.D. James Ostis
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Sokha Lim

KhmerPost USA, LLC is an independent newspaper that aims to facilitate mass communication
among the Cambodian communities, their neighboring communities, and families. We aim to
address local community, and national news; and give an insight into Cambodian & global news.
We also strive to bridge the language and cultural gaps and reduce social isolation by publishing
in Khmer & English. It published twice a month in Massachusetts serving Greater Lowell, Lynn,
Revere, MA, Providence, RI, CT, NY, NJ, and Philadelphia, PA.

Mail subscription is available within the U.S. & Canada at $60.00 or 70 Euros in Europe per

The KhmerPost USA has full authorization from Bernard Krisher, the publisher of the Cambodia
Daily to reproduce all the articles that are produced by the Cambodia Daily free of charge
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SUNSHINE JEWELRY, INC.

Certified Diamonds & Golds (24K & 18K)
Men & Women Jewelries & Watches
Custom Design & Repairs on Premise
15 Years in Services & Growing Strong

702 Washington Ave. Phila., PA 19147
www.sunshinejewelryonline.com

215-271-2950
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ipinoniignen (Liberty Nail)
Help Wanted rypbriqsdigs
[BIuRTMAEH Liberty Nail 181 Dracut 141 Walbrook Plaza
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Spacious facility, may add waxing room
Brand new mani & pedi equipment installed
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742 Potters Avenue
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vidt www.gainpeace.com.

Help wanted nail technician with liscence and experience mani & pedi o .
rywgicinun G (Lisa) 978-895-2083 giese) : (401) 787 6663
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45 Merrimack Street. Suite 218A
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People to HELP ME
With my Bussiness !
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L owell SUN :

“Thomas Sar of Lowell graduated
and received with the Faculty Award,

given by vote of the faculty to the
member of the school community
whose conduct and character have
contributed much to making LA the
type of school to which a parent would
wish to send a child.

Also, Shelbie McCormack, who
completed her junior year, was inducted
into the school's chapter of the Cum
Laude Society. With academic
achievement as its main criterion, the
national Cum Laude Society requires
that its members have also demon-

strated good character, honor, and
integrity in al aspects of their school
life. Shelbie is the daughter of Sherri
and Robert McCormack.”
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= Electlons législatives 2008 =

= Scrutins nationaux de 1946 4 2008 iy,
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MIDSUMMER DREAMS...

Merrimack Valley Restaurant
Showcase. “It's going to be an
extraordinary event for the entire fam-
ily,” said Deb Belanger, who is
Merrimack Valley Convention and
Visitors Bureau's Executive Director,
and a presenting sponsor for the

Festival. “Festival-goers will have a
magical experiencein Lowell, and our
best restaurants have an incredible
opportunity to display their signature
dishes from our annual Merrimack
Valley Restaurant Showcase.”

One27 Global is inviting Lowell

based nonprofit organizations to par-
ticipate and present their cause to the
community. "l am excited at this
innovative opportunity for Non
Profits to share the work that we do at
this amazing new festival created by
One27 Global.” says Suzanne
Frechette, President of the Nonprofit
Alliance of Lowell.

The entire line-up of events for
the 2014 Festival can be found at
tifwf.org. General Tickets will be on
saleon June 23, 2014. Tickets can be
purchased online at tlfwf.org or by
calling 978.364.1132 (phone sales
open 9AM —5PM EST).

e e sgsio mg$s____Ummnig s
i Name Phone # E
E Shipping Address Email i
E City, State, Zip Book Title(s) i
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Continued from page 09

L owell Week in Review: July 27, 2014...

India, Iraqg, Italy, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kenya, Cambodia, Laos, Liberia,
Burma, Mexico, Nigeria, Nepal, Sierra
Leone, Togo, Thailand, Uganda,
Vietnam, and Zimbabwe. A full 18%
of the graduating seniors in the class
of 2014 were born in countries other
than the United States.

While there is legitimate concern
about the financial impact on the
schools by anumber of refugee families
who are aready bound for Lowell
from the Congo | suspect that the
media-generated hysteria about unac-
companied minors from Central
America coming across the US-
Mexican border seems to be a part of
it. Councilor Belanger certainly
dluded to that in his remarks on
Tuesday night

He was also emphatic that the

cost of educating refugee students
“should not be on the backs of the
Lowell taxpayers’ which is alittle bit
mideading. Sincethe state legidlature
passed ed reform back in 1993, 90%
of the cost of the Lowell public schools
is paid by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.  The contribution from
city tax funds is less than it was back
then and is an amount mandated by
state law. Since ed reform, councils
have struggled to even meet that min-
imumfunding. Therewasalargeoutlay
inthisyear’scity budget for the schools,
but that was simply making up for
past shortfallsin violation of state law.
To suggest that this council will spend
one penny more than is absolutely
mandated by state law on the public
schools is deceptive because it will
not. Surethetaxpayersof Lowdl aredso

taxpayers of Massachusetts, but
financing the cost of Lowell’s public
schools is a burden spread across the
state and not “on the backs of Lowell
taxpayers.”

Again, while I’m all for lobbying
for more money from the state and
Feds for the Lowell public schools,
public figures, both éected and otherwise,
should employ such rhetoric with caution
because listeners don’t always catch
nuance in public statements. Thiswas
illustrated to me about ten years ago
when a daily occurrence on morning
talk radio was rants about “illegals.”
Later onaday | had appeared as aguest
on the radio, | was at a loca retail
establishment when the clerk, awomen
who | vaguely recognized from church,
said

| heard you on the radio this
morning. | just love listening to [the
host]. He's right that we have to do
something about these illegals. Just

the other day | wasinline at the grocery
store and everyone in front of me spoke
Spanish. It was terrible.

That kind of ugliness is not new
toLowdl. | haveadeed for property on
Fairmount Street from 1881 that
includes as a condition of sale that
“the said premises are being deeded
under the express condition that the
land shall never be deed or conveyed
to any person bornin Ireland.”

As| get ready to leave for today’s
offerings at the Lowell Folk Festival,
I’'m reminded that every group that
has cometo the city sinceits founding
has been looked upon with disdain by
some who came before, but with the
help of more empathetic residents, the
newcomers remained, persevered, and
made the city a better place. As we
lobby for additional funding for the
cost of educating incoming refugees,
we should always remember that.
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Continued from page 12

Hun Sen, Rainsy Srike Deal; CNRP to Take Seats...

CNRP's participation.

Mr. Rainsy, who was banned from
running in the last election and is not a
lawmaker-elect, said he is seeking a meet-
ing with King Norodom Sihamoni this
week to request that his lawmakers be
sworn in.

"There is a schedule. It's not very
precise, but | think | can say that |ater this
week, we would go to meet with the
Queen and the King," he said. "The King
may grant us an audience this week. After
that week, one, two or three days later, we
will go to swear in at the Royal Palace."

Mr. Sokha of the CPP said he
believed that the CNRP's 55 lawmakers-
elect would be sworn in at a special cere-
mony on Friday.

Under the new agreement, the CNRP
will hold the chairmanships of five com-
mittees in the National Assembly, includ-

ing a new anti-corruption committee,
while the CPP will hold the five others.

The CPP will retain the position of
National Assembly president and the sec-
ond deputy president, but the CNRP will
appoint the first deputy president. Eng
Chhay Eang, who will swear in as an
opposition lawmaker for Kandal
province, said CNRP Vice President Kem
Sokha will be selected by the party to
become National Assembly first vice
president.

"In the hierarchy of the party, His
Excellency [Mr. Rainsy] isthe prime min-
isterial candidate and Kem Sokha is the
candidate for the presidency of the
National Assembly,” he said. "Therefore,
when there is the position in the National
Assembly, Kem Sokha has to get it."

According to the arrangement, the
CPPwill hold on to aslim magjority of the

National Assembly standing committee,
which sets the legislative body's agenda
and comprises the National Assembly
president, two deputy presidents and the
10 committee chairs.

The permanent committee in the
lead-up to the last election expelled all the
lawmakers from the Sam Rainsy Party
and Human Rights Party from parliament
after the parties merged into the CNRP,
citing internal rules banning lawmakers
from being members of two parties at
once.

The united opposition then surprised
the long-ruling CPP in the disputed July
2013 election, whose anniversary falls on
Monday, picking up 55 seats and launch-
ing months of anti-government demon-
strations in Phnom Penh calling for an
election investigation or a fresh election.

Under the agreement struck Tuesday,
however, the election will not be moved
up significantly, which marks a major
concession from the CNRP. The party had

been demanding since December that the
next election be held much earlier than
July 2018, when it is presently scheduled.

At a press conference after the nego-
tiations ended, Mr. Sokha of the CPP said
that the date would be changed slightly.

"The two parties agree to reset the
date for the election in the future, but not
for avote before the end of the mandate,”
Mr. Sokha said.

The CPP has since September said
that it wishes to move the election only to
February 2018, and Mr. Rainsy had indi-
cated on his Facebook page late on
Sunday night that the CNRP accepted the
date.

Mr. Sovann, the CNRP spokesman,
said the opposition was pleased with the
concessions it had drawn from the CPP.

"We believe that from now on there
will be checks and balances on power,
with the ruling party and the other parties...
with seatsin the Nationa Assembly making
decisions and working together."
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As Prices Fall, Rat Hunting's...

previous evening's fly-covered catch.

The father of three, who used to
earn just 10,000 riel, (about $2.50), a
day asajunk collector before becoming
ara hunter three years ago, said grinding
poverty had driven him into thisline
of work.

"We readlly want to change our
job since it is dangerous, but we do
not have a choice.... We have to find
money to support our families," he
said.

For all of the men at the Stung
Meanchey waste site who have made
rat catching their livelihood, their
decision comes down to simple eco-
nomics. Mr. Han said he could earn
as much as $32.50 per day when he
first started catching, at the height of
the rat market.

However, the price they can fetch
for their catch is now starting to fall.

Sok Kom, 29, previously made
about $60 per month working for an
oil distribution firm but now receives
3,500 riel ($0.87) per kg of rats.

He says increasing competition
has driven down his nightly haul
from about 15 kg to 10 kg or less,
making hislivelihood less sustainable

than it once was.

And as more people have flocked
to the vocation, the sole buyer has
also dashed the price for a kilogram
of rodents from 6,500 riel ($1.62) to
3,500 riel. A night's work might now
net Mr. Kom only $8.75, down from
about $24.

"If the buyer keeps decreasing
the price and we can't catch as many
rats, we [my wife and 1] might
become junk collectors," he said.

Rat catchers say they must contend
with vicious dogs, police who suspect
them of carrying out crimes because
of their spears and actua lawbreakers
who believe them to be police inter-
rupting their criminal activities.

"When | go hunting at night |
am afraid of the gangsters since they
think we are coming to interrupt them
[because of our torcheg].... They
sometimes chase me and try to hit
me," Mr. Kom said.

Fellow rat catcher Chea Oun,
31, said he regularly had to clamber
into the city's drainage system to pin
down his prey.

"Itishard for usto catch therats
since they often stay inside the drains

30 we have to crawl in after them,"
he said. "The smell in the drains is
really bad, but we have become used
toit."

Despite the unpleasant nature of
their work, Mr. Oun said he and his
fellow rat catchers had little choice
but to keep hunting, even with the
descending price of their catch.

"We cannot complain since we
have only one buyer, therefore we
have no choice and we can only sell
to him.... Heis the one who sets the
price for us," he said.

The purchaser of the rats is a
comparatively well-off businessman
who lives in a two-story concrete
house at the dump.

He refused to talk to a reporter
before driving away on a motorbike,
but his wife, Pov Chantho, 55, said
the couple bought about 100 kg of
rats per day.

Speaking as a steady stream of
people brought their catch to be
weighed outside her family's home,
Ms. Chantho said the rat meat, which
is stored in large plastic coolers, was
being sold to Thai buyers.

"We keep it for about five days
and when we get about 500 kg with
10 pieces of ice and send it to
Thailand,” she said.

Continued from page 13
No End in Sight for Chronic...

Mr. Dimanche said no cleaning had
taken place as of yet but preparations
were underway to start.

Carelessly discarded trash has also
meant that the ongoing construction of
a $350-million drainage system by the
Japan International  Cooperation
Agency in parts of the city has not
eased flooding, either.

Duong Chansarath, chief of the
drainage and sewage unit at the Phnom
Penh department of public works and
transport, said he would like to see even
more new drains but added that it would
depend on whether City Hall had the
budget.

"The drainage system in Phnom
Penh was built in French colonial times.
Mostly drains are still good to use and
others we can fix," he said.

But on Norodom Boulevard on
Tuesday evening, commuters were
focused simply on getting home.

Kuch Veasna, 26, a vendor at
O'Russel market, said he would like to
see the problem fixed.

"Flooding in Phnom Penh has been
a problem for a long time. It makes it
realy difficult to go somewhere," he
said.
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Rathe’s Auto Service

State and Emission
Inspaction General
Repairs and Maintenance

MON-SAT, 8:30AM-5:30PM
SUN. EMERGENCY ONLY
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5105 N.2ND ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA 19120. TEL : (215) 329-2418

Fax : (215) 329-2419. Rath CELL : (215) 431-6376
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ANGKOR AUTO SERVICE,INC.

Free
Estimate

IMIGUGUIGWS “Hil)”

_vAuto Body and Maintenance

BODY WORKS
Auto glass and windshields

Auto Frame Straightening and Painting

MeugmanGEhog thihtiswgms

AIETI S EMANTEUR R A3
NS [ T S Ut I
ARSI RY It RARh{HTL :

4835 N. 16t Street. Philadelphia, PA 19141
Tel : (215) 455-7810 / Ricky : (215) 485-1425

ENGINE AND TRANSIMISSION
SERVICES

State Inspection
Check Engine Light Diagnostic
Timing Belt Services
Complete Tune Up:
-Brake -Muffler -Struts
-Water Pump -A/C
-Bearing Services

From the moment you get

into car accident, we will
take care of you from towing
to calling your insurance,
and to get a rental car for
you. With Angkor Auto, you
can be worried free.
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Connect with over 20,000
residents in Lowell!
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Soben Pin, Managing Paner

KhmerPost USA - Your portal to the 2nd largest Cambodian-
American population in the United States

Free Full Color Biweekly Bilingual Cambodian-American
Newspaper available over 100 locations serving Greater Lowell,
Lynn, Boston and beyond.

Call 978-677-7163 for a free quote today!

KhmerPost USA | 45 Merrimack St., Suite 218A | Lowell, MA, 01852

Phone: 978.677.7163 | Fax : 978-677-7092
www.khmerpost.us | Info@khmerpost.us
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Summer Programs at Boys and Girls Club

AEIMOOMA BRGNS
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More than 300 youth ages 7-18
are having fun at the Boys & Girls
Club of Greater Lowell each day this
summer. For just $15 a week, they
are enjoying breakfast and lunch,
including the popular Friday BBQ's.
Members earn trips to the movies by
completing book reports, take part in
robotics and other science based pro-
gramming aswell as utilize technology
to have fun while keeping their brains
sharp for the school year. They get to
explore their creative side through art

(including a partnership with the double dutch, group games and trips  gram-just $26 for the whole school 4526 x 22 or gmorales@lbgc.org.
Whistler House), digital arts and tothepark. Thereissill imetojoin. year-begins August 26. Contact
music classes.  Youth have fun and The summer program runs through Gloria Morales at the Club for more
stay fit through basketball, soccer, August 20th and the school year pro-  information or to register at 978-458-

,’
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ELDER CARE
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Our Services

e Door-to-Door Transportation
e Medical Care and Support

e Physical Therapy

e Khmer Meals and Snacks

e Adaptive Physical Exercise

o Music Programs

e Health Educational Seminars

e Discussions on current events,
(and times of reminiscing)

e Outdoor Field Trips
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Patients
CBC Medical & Walk-ln Center
AT NE,W _I:OCA_T ION Serving the Lowell Community for over 20 years!
D11UnlEiN  Mon - Fri 8AM-4PM. 1st & 3rd Sat: BAM-NOON. 978-454-9703

=
a%wi‘gﬁéeg Primary Care & Urgent Care Services
' ins||aan Siia Eﬂ:ﬂS?S
Services: il =
. In House Lab & Blood Work . nsﬁ%mﬂﬁIMHssmtmﬁsﬁaﬁgjﬁmm
 Immunizations o WIRNHATIIMIMI '
 Physical Exams . nsﬁjﬂﬂﬁ’lm
- Emergency Room Follow-Ups . mgmsmsﬁjtmﬁsﬁmjmmnms
« Nebulizer & Asthma Treatments . ’Lﬂﬁﬂnﬁm'ﬁuﬁwmﬁ
« EKG Testing * BRBATSITTSL
» Wellness & Preventative Care . tﬁmﬁjammgtm mLmUI‘gﬁm
« Workers Comp Medical Treatment . ngﬂpmmﬁﬁggmt[,m°mﬁts1ﬁigﬁmﬁ]i
- DOT Physicals . msﬁljsﬁﬁmmgﬁmﬁmmﬂqjggmmg
- Walk-Ins for lllness & Minor Injury * HIBOSEH]IAD Eﬁf[,m"mﬁi""m%mﬁﬂmﬁﬁﬁ
Cambodian Speaking Staff (yafnstnwmMANon Rl 5 e =
GweesﬂeG&Sﬁﬁsmsewjﬁgﬂisﬁmms’mﬁ
sefosfogasiniaaies
IETB’HS Pine St Unit #5 Lowell, MA 01851
fﬂrﬁ&‘ 21 Afth §) 2014
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CALL TO MAKE AN APPO!NT;MENT TODAY
(RIBGINIAHjAMAGL )

978-454-9703

16 Pine Street Unit #5 Lowell. MA 01851




