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MINISTRY WORKING
ON REVISION OF US
REPATRIATION AGREEMENT

by KhySovuthy | March 1, 2017
In an effort to keep Cambodians
threatened with deportation in the U.S.
with their families, the Foreign Affairs
Ministry plans to offer the U.S. a revised

version of the countries' repatriation

Foreign Minister PrakSokhonn speaks
during an annual meeting at the ministry's
headquarters in Phnom Penh on Tuesday.
(Emil Kastrup/The Cambodia Daily)

agreement, an official said on Tuesday.

The ministry has been reviewing
the 2002 memorandum of understanding
(MoU), which allows for the deportation
of Cambodians convicted of felonies in

the U.S., Continued to Page 14
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Law Office of Louis S. Haskell

Serving the Cambodian Community since 1987
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KhmerPost USA

Cambodian American Biweekly Newspaper

’

Connecting 10,000 Khmer-speaking households per Month with
an average of 5 members per household. Free Newspaper
copies are available in these cities:

Massachusetts: Rhode Island:
e Lowell e Providence
e Lynn/Revere e Cranston

Contact us for the Advertising Opportunity!

978-677-7163 | http:/khmerpost.us
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KhmerPost USA

We Cordially Invites You To Our

10th Anniversary Gala

Friday, May 19, 2017
6:00PM - Midnight

UMASS Lowell Inn & Conference Center
50 Warren Street, Lowell, Massachusetts

Soben Pin Roger Samkhon Pin
Co-founder & Editor & Publisher
Managing Partner
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COCKTAIL HOUR 5:30 - 6:30 PM
SERVING HORS D’OEUVRES
CULTURAL PERFORMANCES
DINNER e LIVE BAND & DANCING
CASH BAR e SILENT AUCTIONS

$75 per ticket
$700 per table of 10
No Tickets Sold at the Door

Black Tie Optinal
Andy Pendelton Hong Net Cheryl A. Burrell
Please Rsvp by wedneSday May 1 Oth Former United Nations City of Lynn Associate Director
Contact 9 78-6 7 7- 7 1 6 3 or Field Coordinator Councilor-at-Large Rhode Island
5 Thai Refugee Camps Dept. of Administration
sobenpm@khmerpost_us (1980-19905) Office of Diversity,
Equity and Opportunity

(ODEO)

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Silver Sponsor
Senior Whole Health

Bronze Sponsors
Dolan Funeral Home « Fallon Health « Lowell Spinners
Lynn Primary Care Center
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celebrate in style and comfort.
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UMASS

LOWELL

Inn & Conference
Center

The UMass Lowell Inn & Conference Center provides timeless, modern
elegance with a relaxing atmosphere.

You and up to 450 guests will be catered to by our attentive staff, while you

We offer overnight lodging, scenic outdoor photo opportunities, and a
variety of ceremony spaces, including smaller rooms for showers, rehearsal
dinners, and engagement parties.

All of our menus can be personalized to suit your individual needs.
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Home Care Agenc

Group Adults Foster Care Program
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TSGR I R IS ST AN A [ NS AN: eI Y : To be eligibled for GAFC you must:
° Iﬁjfﬂ'@gi’g l e live in subsidized or public housing
e bl giigping] o age 22 years and older
o mm?m"mgﬁm e cligible for Masshealth Standard
ﬁmmrwvﬁé’ggmms & Benefits you will get:
o MBSy G HYRsITAT HANM TRY TEYTEIA M KRS o personal care service in your honne,
. ﬁgmrﬁmfﬂ%ﬁlﬁﬁﬁmﬁfé‘ﬁ e Medication Managemant
. ?ﬁsmﬁﬁ:@iﬁggmng?mg"sym TGN iG] Binearensit e an individual care plan developed by a registered nurse and case manager
I e T e e et e ongoing monitoring of nceds
o WHIRAHIGARGHER BETETS e 24-hour access to services

EISFUEIT 6569650V HEZHRW PCA/ HHA needed
for Lowell, tynn, Revere, and Boston

CUMSIBIVFERNFWIZE RORHCHTIR Eggﬁﬁgﬁwﬁggﬁﬁmﬁae@ﬁ
4 ? To register, please contact:
S p Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
PREISEIC ReCH RGeS CRIHE Office: 144 Merrimack St., Suite 404. Lowell, MA 01852
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Coleére contre la France
a Phnom Penh

Lanomination, le 28 février dernier en
Conseil des ministres, d'une Francaise
d’origine vietnamienne, Eva Nguyen
Binh, au poste d’ambassadeur de France

4 Phnom Penh provoque la fureur des
autorités cambodgiennes. Le Vietnam
et le Cambodge connaissent depuis des
années des relations fort tumultueuses.
De plus, les deux pays sont actuellement
en négociations serrées pour le tracé
de leurs frontiéres. Dans ce cadre,

le Cambodge a demandeé Iaide
technique de la France. Le choix

de la jeune femie, précédemment

en poste a Hanof, vient remettre
gravement en cause cette confiance.
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Francisco J. Rosa, Esq.
Tusii {08 dng 185560

RIS Gl

A Sil ol

Andrew ‘Bunna’ Taing, Esq.
Tl The [@itam i

SERVICES

Bankruptcy

Immigration

Consumer Protection
Real Estate Closings/Disputes
Divorces Child Custody

Law Office of

I Rosa & Taing i12

ATTORNEY AT LAW

GOl B BT T

Auto Accidents/ Personal Injury e

1550 Middlesex Street Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-458-0934 | at@rosataing.com

_ AN 1o
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Law Office of Thomas Stylianos Jr.
287 Appleton St. Lowell MA 01852

e Immigration e#HigIfHEGE

e Auto Crash
e Divorce

o (A HINIBUIG
o iU U

mﬁmﬁgﬂ M U % 978-459-5000 or 800-308-3766
www.thomasinlowell.com
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Do you want Lowell High School to be:

* 100% new & modern high school?

* Most efficient and effective for best learning?
* Safe and without disruption to learning?

* A more collaborative, campus setting?

Say Yes to LHS at Cawley

Make your voice heard!
Send a text to (978) 905-0663

email us at citizensforcawley@gmail.com
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CAMBODIA'S PETANQUE GOLDEN HEROINE
CELEBRATED IN CAPITAL

by Chhorn Phearun | April 19,2017

After picking up a gold medal at the
World Petanque Championships in Belgium on
Sunday, Ouk Sreymom was met by a motor-
cade on Tuesday at Phnom Penh International
Airport and escorted through the streets to
Olympic Stadium for a ceremony to mark her
achievement.

Ms. Sreymom won gold in the women's
singles, comfortably beating Tunisian
BejiMouna 13-7 in the final after knocking out
Audrey Bandiera of France in the semifinals of
the tournament in Ghent.

Ouk Sreymom holds up her gold medal
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with  Nhem Bora and
KhimSreang Sora taking silver after losing to

mixed doubles,

Tunisia in the final.

To celebrate the latest international tri-
umph in the sport-also known as boules-Ms.
Sreymom was greeted by an escort of a dozen
motorcycles at the capital's airport and shad-
owed to the stadium.

"I am very happy. Nothing is compara-
ble.... There were a lot of obstacles," Ms.
Sreymom told reporters.

Ke Leng, Cambodia's most famous
petanque player, who has amassed 17 gold
medals from across the globe during her career,
said she hoped increased success in the sport
would inspire youngsters to follow in her foot-
steps.

"Sreymom's victory encourages the future
generation. I am very happy for her," Ms. Leng
said.

Petanque is one of the few sports in which
Cambodia regularly makes a mark on the world
stage. The sport-a form of lawn bowling in
which players throw metal balls to land near a
small wooden ball called a jack-became popu-
lar during the French colonial era as a way for
colonial officials and Cambodian workers to
bond.

Prum Din, first vice president of the
National Petanque Association, said Cambodia
had now won about 150 medals at tournaments
around the world.

As a reward for her success, Ms.
Sreymom will be handed $40,000 from Prime
Minister Hun Sen, whom she will meet on

A i 08 %tmiﬁmsﬁmmﬁjmsiﬁﬁﬁmﬁh NEEEHN UNIRANATD Sy
mﬂiﬁmﬁjmﬁjﬁﬂmﬁmmﬂLﬁﬁﬁtaﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬂnﬁmmﬂﬁimﬁti[,ﬁtgmtﬁmtﬂjﬁmmmiﬁmg
B9 Juse: Emil Kastrup/ Cambodia Daily

while riding through Phnom Penh atop a truck
on Tuesday after winning the World Petanque
Championships in Belgium on Sunday. (Emil
Kastrup/The Cambodia Daily)

Cambodia also picked up medals in

Thursday, Mr. Din said.

Education Minister Hang Chuon Naron
said the mixed pair would also be given 80 mil-
lion riel, or about $20,000.
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GOVERNMENT BARS CNRP FROM
PRISON VISITS

by Van Roeun and Ben Paviour |
April 21, 2017

The Interior Ministry will no longer
allow CNRP officials to visit their jailed
comrades after it accused the party of
bringing a Radio Free Asia (RFA) staff
member to a prison visit under false pre-
tenses, a claim disputed by the party and
the employee.

Huot Vuthy, an RFA local deputy
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director better known to listeners as Chun
Chanboth, signed himself in as an "assistant"
when he accompanied CNRP lawmakers
Mu Sochua and Long Ry to the meeting
with jailed party activists and former officials
at Prey Sar prison on Wednesday, ministry
spokesman KhieuSopheak said.

"They are not honest with us,"
General Sopheak said on Wednesday.
"They let Chun Chanboth secretly go with
them.... We will postpone their visits for a
long time because they spread the political
message."

Gen. Sopheak said Mr. Vuthy claimed
to be "an assistant to the CNRP. In fact, he
is a reporter for RFA." However, he was
vague on Thursday about what laws
might have been violated, saying any
decision to pursue the case was "up to the
courts."

"It states in the criminal code that to
do this kind of thing is wrong," he said.

A photograph posted to the govern-
ment-aligned Fresh News website
showed Mr. Vuthy wearing a baseball cap
and sunglasses and standing behind Ms.
Sochua. The outlet also posted a photo of
the purported sign-in book for the prison
showing Mr. Vuthy's legal name along-
side the title "assistant."

But Mr. Vuthy said he had simply
signed his name and had not provided a title.

"I am not involved with the party,"

he said on Thursday. "I went to get the
news."

Mr. Vuthy, who also hosts interviews
and roundtables at the station, said he ini-
tially intended to visit political commentator
Kim Sok, who was imprisoned in February
for accusing a government-affiliated "net-
work" of orchestrating the murder of
political analyst Kem Ley. Mr. Sok made
the comments in RFA interviews.

A guard turned Mr. Vuthy away from
visiting Mr. Sok, saying he needed a per-
mission letter from the courts, Mr. Vuthy
said.

But the CNRP delegation arrived
minutes later, and Mr. Vuthy said he
joined them, listening silently to their
conversation with 16 former opposition
officials and activists, all of whom were
charged in cases the CNRP has claimed
are politically motivated.

"I don't care what I am accused of
doing because I work based on journalism,"
he said. "I want to know the situation [inside
the prison]. Everyone knows me. How
can I disguise myself?"

Ms. Sochua said she stood by Mr.
Vuthy's account of the visit, but said the
CNRP would work with the ministry to
resolve the situation.

"We have no intention whatsoever to
disrespect the rules," she said. "We hope
that the situation will be clarified.... And
after clarification there will be a solution."

RFA and its guests have had a difficult
year. Kem Ley, a social scientist and regular
guest on the popular "Listener Forum" talk
show, was gunned down in July, just days
after speaking critically of alleged gov-
ernment corruption. Prime Minister Hun
Sen warned another guest, Meas Nee, not
to "go too far" in a speech in November,
and sued Mr. Sok in February.

Council of Ministers spokesman
PhaySiphanhas repeatedly claimed RFA
and Voice of America are in cahoots with
the U.S. government and the opposition
party, with the clandestine aim of instilling
chaos and instability through biased
reporting. The U.S. government funds both
stations.

Lao Mong Hay, a political analyst
and regular guest on broadcasts hosted by
Mr. Vuthy, said that it was the longtime
editor's outspoken charisma that had
landed him in the government's
crosshairs.

"Actually, he is one of the harsh gov-
ernment critics,” Mr. Mong Hay said.

"I fear that, in terms of popularity, he
is next to Dr. Kem Ley."
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NEC TO HOST DAILY PARTY PANEL
DISCUSSIONS ON TELEVISION, RADIO

by Van Roeun | April 19, 2017

The National Election Committee
will broadcast daily interview panels fea-
turing all political parties that are running
in upcoming local elections on state-run
television and radio stations during the
14-day election campaign period, spokesman

Hang Puthea, who was named the presumptive 'neutral' candidate on the new
National Election Committee, sits at a coffee shop in Phnom Penh in 2015. (Siv
Channa/The Cambodia Daily)
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Hang Puthea said on Tuesday.

Mr. Puthea said each of the 12 parties
vying for seats in the June 4 commune
elections would get 7 minutes and 30 sec-
onds of free airtime per day starting on
May 20, when the campaign period
begins, on a panel discussion that will
cover different topics.

As for campaign advertising, all
material would need to be approved by
the National Election Committee (NEC)
to ensure compliance with campaign
laws, for example by avoiding personal
attacks, he said.

"If they do not go through the NEC,
we are not responsible for helping defend
them," he said.

In a statement last week, the NEC

said radio and TV station owners are not
allowed to sell advertising spots exclu-
sively to any one political party, and
street parades are only permitted on the
opening and closing days of the campaign
period.

CPP spokesman Sok Eysan said the
ruling party would not bother buying
advertising on private stations, as voters
already knew the party's achievements.

"We do not need to buy airtime
because we have already showcased our
development, and the people know it very
well," he said.

CNRP officials could not immedi-
ately be reached on Tuesday.

Yeng Virak, president of the
Grassroots Democracy Party, said he was
not sure yet if his party would spend
money on advertising.

"What I do know clearly is that we
will participate in any programs by the
NEC and independent media," he said.

The NEC's statement also said the
committee could press charges against
parties that broadcast material deemed
illegal by the state election body.

"In the case that the NEC finds that
the essence of the campaign violates the
rules and procedures for the 2017 com-
mune elections, the NEC is entitled to ask
that political party to make corrections,
and if it refuses to make corrections, the
NEC has the right to deprive...stations
from broadcasting its whole campaign
and will take legal action," it said.

Earlier this month, the opposition
CNRP abandoned its newly released cam-
paign slogan-"Change commune chiefs
who serve the party and replace them
with commune chiefs who serve the peo-
ple"-after the ruling CPP claimed it was
offensive and illegal.

(Additional reporting by Hannah
Hawkins)
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WE WAGE PEACE, NOT WAR,
KEM SOKHA SAYS

by KuchNaren | April 26, 2017
CNRP President KemSokha on
Tuesday said his party had only
peaceful intentions for change, rebutting
repeated CPP claims that an opposition
party election victory would bring war
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to Cambodia.

"We are absolutely not making a
change through a coup, war, revolution
or other forms of violence," Mr.
Sokha said at CNRP headquarters in
Phnom Penh.

Opposition party members have
no experience in combat, no guns
with which to shoot, and no conflict
with other Cambodians or its neighbors,
Mr. Sokha said.

"We do not go to fight, to beat or
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iﬁﬁjﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ‘jis ﬁﬁﬂﬁmsﬁmmmﬂjﬂﬁjﬂjﬁmﬂ JUBE: &
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argue with anyone, but we are walking
to the election...for positive change."

CPP spokesman SokEysan, how-
ever, said the opposition's platform
was fueled by a desire for vengeance
and drew from the Khmer Rouge's
playbook, citing what he asserted
were repeated claims by former party
president Sam Rainsy that the opposi-
tion would redistribute land from the
rich to the poor.

"Everybody can see from this
political message that war will
unavoidably occur," he wrote over the
messaging app Telegram. "Now the
new party president said there will be
no war if they win the election. It's
just some words to trick people."

Mr. Hun Sen regularly reminds
voters that he and the CPP brought
peace to Cambodia after decades of
war, and that his rivals would undo
this work-a selling point analysts say
resonates less with younger voters
who have no memory of past vio-
lence.

As recently as Monday, the prime
minister took to his election season
doomsaying around his allegedly
war-mongering rivals.

"In the future, of course, there are
some people who want peace and to
keep peace to ensure development,
but there are some who want to bring
conflict in relationships with neigh-
boring countries," Mr. Hun Sen said
at the inauguration of a new bridge in
Kandal province connecting Vietnam
and Cambodia.

"I think that all people living
along the border want to have peace
and development, not war," he added.

The opposition has repeatedly
drawn attention  to alleged
Vietnamese border incursions into
Cambodia and the political connec-
tions between Hanoi and the CPP,
sometimes with fiery, racist under-
tones that mark one of its more potent
political aces.

But Mr. Sokha appeared to dis-
courage party members from such
language on Tuesday.

"We do not consider any country
to be our enemy, especially neighboring
countries, Continued to Page 15
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Continued from page 01

MINISTRY WORKING ON REVISION...

on the basis of international and
human rights law, said Ouch Borith, a sec-
retary of state at the ministry.

Mr. Borith said the ministry wanted to
amend the MoU because those who are

deported "are our Cambodian blood" and
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because Cambodians have long been "fed
up" with having their families separated.

"Cambodian people have had just
about enough of this, so do not continue
to allow more family separation," he said.

Mr. Borith told reporters during the
first day of a two-day annual meeting
headed by Foreign Minister PrakSokhonn
at the ministry's headquarters in Phnom
Penh that it had received suggestions
from Cambodian people who lived in the
U.S. and also from their relatives.

The ministry was evaluating each
section of the MoU and would request
that the U.S. cooperates and makes
appropriate changes, Mr. Borith said.

"We will send it soon to the U.S. for

review," he said.

The ministry requested in October
that the agreement be temporarily sus-
pended until it was amended "to imple-
ment properly and effectively the integration
of the returnees into Cambodian society."
The U.S. Embassy in Phnom Penh said at
the time that the MoU remained "in force
and unchanged."

In an email on Tuesday, U.S.
Embassy deputy spokesman David Josar
said the Cambodian government had
informed the embassy of its desire to
renegotiate aspects of the MoU, which
includes a provision allowing either coun-
try to convene a bilateral commission to
discuss repatriation policy issues.

A commission was expected to convene
in the coming months, he said.

More than 500 Cambodians have
been deported from the U.S. since 2002,
according to the Returnee Integration
Support Center, an NGO that assists
Cambodians upon their arrival in the
country. Many returnees were born in
Thai refugee camps, migrated to the U.S.
as children and had never lived in
Cambodia.

Earlier this month, officials said
Cambodia would accept more than 30 of
its citizens who were slated for deporta-
tion from the U.S., while also reiterating
the government's wish to revise the repa-
triation agreement on humanitarian
grounds.

A group that has been lobbying for
an amended MoU,
called for protests against the deportations.
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Continued from page 13

WE WAGE PEACE, NOT WAR...

because we will have mutual
respect with decency-respect for sov-
ereignty, respect for territorial integrity,"
he said.

Mr. Sokha also instructed CNRP
candidates and members not to use
"insulting and racially discriminating
words" during the commune electoral
campaign that will run from May 20
to June 2.

"There are some roads that others
can walk, but we can't; and there are
some activities that others can do but
we can't; and there are some words

that others can say, but we can't," he
said.

Mr. Eysan said this was another
piece of deception from Mr. Sokha.

"Ironically, KemSokha said he
was unable to speak despite the fact
that he was speaking" at the headquar-
ters, he said. "Nobody bans him from
speaking and there is no intimidation
against him. He can speak freely."

Mr. Sokha "performs political
activities freely, without fear, but says
he's in fear," Mr. Eysan said. "So it's
obviously a trick."
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Metropolitan Planning Organization
(NMMPO) has released the Draft
FFY 2018-2022 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) for a
21-day public review and comment
period. The TIP is a programming
and management document containing
all federally funded transportation
projects planned over the next 5
years. Please note the TIP contains
the program of projects for the
Lowell Regional Transit Authority
(LRTA).The NMMPO hasalso
the Draft FFY 2018
Unified Planning Work Program
(UPWP) for a 21-day public review
and comment period. The UPWP
describes all transportation planning

released

activities for the upcoming federal
fiscal year. In addition, the
NMMPO has released a draft listing
of proposed Critical Urban and
Rural Freight Corridors for public
comment. This list defines roadway
mileage to be designated as part of
the National

Network. This designation is neces-

Highway Freight

sary to be eligible for funding as
provided in the Fixing America's
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act.

Copies of the above draft docu-
ments are available online at
www.nmcog.org. The public comment
period runs through May 18, 2017.
A public meeting on the draft docu-
ments will be held on

May 9, 2017, 5:30 PM, at the
Northern Middlesex Council of
Governments office, 40 Church St.,
Suite 200, Lowell, MA. You may
also submit comments by phone at
(978) 454-8021, ext 121,
email: jhoward@nmcog.org. If pre-

or by

ferred, comments may be mailed to
The NMMPO's
public participation process satisfies

the above address.

the LRTA's public participation
requirements for the program of
projects.
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