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Cambodia dailly

CAMBODIA'S FIRST
OIL REFINERY
BREAKS
GROUND IN
PREAH
SIHANOUK

by Phan Soumy | May 5, 2017
Construction began on Thursday in
Preah  Sihanouk  province on

Cambodia’s first oil refinery, a massive
$1.6 hillion project capable of producing
almost three times Cambodia's domestic
needs, the Mines and Energy Ministry

announced on its Facebook page.

Therefinery isexpected to eventualy
have an annual production capacity of 5
million tons of oil-enough to satisfy
Cambodia's domestic demand, which
was 1.8 million tonsin 2015, and provide
supplies for export, according to the
ministry.

The groundbreaking ceremony for
the Cambodian Petrochemica Co refinery
in Presh Sihanouk province, in aphotograph
uploaded to the Mines and Energy
Ministry's facebook page on Thursday.

The Cambodian Petrochemical Co.
refinery will be Continued to Page 15
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Law Office of Louis S. Haskell

Serving the Cambodian Community since 1987

16 Pine Street - Lowell, MA | www.attorneyhaskell.com
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KhmerPost USA

Cambodian American Biweekly Newspaper

’

978-677-7163 | http:/khmerpost.us

Connecting 10,000 Khmer-speaking households per Month with
an average of 5 members per household. Free Newspaper
copies are available in these cities:

Massachusetts: Rhode Island:
e Lowell e Providence
e Lynn/Revere e Cranston

Contact us for the Advertising Opportunity!
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Dear Friends

The KhmerPost USA is proudly cel-
ebrating its #BIG10 ANNIVERSARY
this Friday at May 19 at the Umass Lowell
Inn & Conference Center at 5:30pm.
We're honored to celebrate with you our
one decade of achievement; which has
accomplished through the consistent of
hard work, devotion, and your support.

When the KhmerPost USA was
found in 2007 in Philadel phia, we did not
know where our faith would lead usin the
next 10 years. But our misson was to
serve the Cambodian American commu-
nities across the United States.

Philadelphia wasn't the highest
Cambodian population in the United States;
it was the 4th largest where resided by
some 15,000 Cambodian people. However,
it was a city where | grew up during my
teenage years. It was a place where I've
learned to become a community advocate
by following some of the best examples -
the teachers and mentors who had hel ped
me through high school years when | was
arefugee. They provided me the summer
and after school jobs, coached me into a
young working professional, and helped
me getting into the Penn State University
where | got agreat education from one of
the best ingtitutionsin the United States. It
was a place where | later met and married
Roger and together we launched the
KhmerPost USA Newspaper.

KhmerPost USA was established
with the ideas to help the community
grow through sharing of the information
and knowledge. It was found based on the
spirit of giving and around the community
education. | feel humbled today looking
back and remember many of the commu-
nity leaders, businesses, and organizations
in Philadelphia whose'd supported us to
achieve our mission from one edition to
the next. We would have not made it to
Lowell without them - some 4 years later.

The distance was 8 hours commute
each way, | know, by heart as Roger and |
traveled in our old van which filled with
stacks of the newspapers driving up and
down from Philadelphia - Lowell. We
would cut through New Jersey - New
York - Connecticut, stopped in Rhode
Island - Massachusetts - then back. We'd
do that for two full years before we finaly
decided that we'd to rel ocate our family to
Lowell.

Our first full blown edition in Lowell
was during the Southeast ASan Weter fedtive
weekend in 2010. After that,there was no
going back. Every two weeks, like clock
work. We printed and delivered.

The love and support we've received

since that day in the Greater Lowell -
Boston and Rhode Island (New England
region) until now is no amount of scale
we can weight. Today, as we're celebrating
our 10 years achievement; we've printed
220 editions, over 1 million free copies
have shared with our community in the
East Coast of the United States. And we
did it because of you, our supporters and
readers.

But our work isn't done. Every day
we'refaced with new challenges being the
1st and 2nd generation as the New
Americans. We continue to need your
support to keep doing what we do. Please
join me and Roger on May 19th to show
your supports.

Thank you our sponsors, supporters,
readers, and fans for this event. Please
cal our office to purchase your tickets.
Please contact my office if you have any
questions. | am looking forward to cele-
brate our #B1G10 with you on May 15th!

Humbly yours,

Soben Pin
Co-founder & Managing Partner
Visit: KhmerPostUSA.com

Thank you the following sponsors
for helping to make the KhmerPost USA
#BIG10 Anniversary Celebration possi-
ble.

Silver Sponsor
Silver Sponsor

Senior Whole Health

Bronze Sponsor

Bronze Sponsors

Dolan Falon Hedlth
‘“i':i“fallon- ealth
Lynn Primary Care Center

Lowell Spinners

Supporter: Enterprise Bank, Lowell
Five Bank, Remedium Pharmacy, United
Healthcare Senior Care Option ,
University of Massachusetts Lowell

Reader: Conway Insurance, Councilor
James Leary, Lowell General Hospital,
Middlesex Community College, Trinity
EMS,Tufts Health Plan, Washington
Savings Bank

Fan: Athenian Corner, Cambodian
Mutual Assistance Association, Cobblestones
Restaurant, Councilor John Leahy, Eastern
Bank, Lowell Community Health Center,
Councilor Rodney Elliott, Former Councilor
Vesna Noun
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celebrate in style and comfort.

UMASS
LOWELL

Inn & Conference
Center

The UMass Lowell Inn & Conference Center provides timeless, modern
elegance with a relaxing atmosphere.

You and up to 450 guests will be catered to by our attentive staff, while you

We offer overnight lodging, scenic outdoor photo opportunities, and a
variety of ceremony spaces, including smaller rooms for showers, rehearsal
dinners, and engagement parties.

All of our menus can be personalized to suit your individual needs.
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UMass Lowell Inn & Conference Center

50 Warren St., Lowell MA 01852 978-934-6920 877-886-5422 www.uml.edu/icc
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Student Success Starts Here
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Other Summer Schedule Options

DAY SUMMER SESSIONS <
May 30 - June 29 00 July 10 - August 9

Classes meet 4 days per week, in Bedford & Lowell

o

\\\

GETA QUICKStart oN YOUR EDUCATION THIS SUMMER AT MIDDLESEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE!

ONLINE/EVENING SUMMER SESSIONS * -7
June 5 - Aug. 1 vJune 19 - Aug. 15

Classes meet Z evenings per week, or online

To learn more, call 1-800-818-3434 or visit www.middlesex.mass.edu/summer
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Home Care Agenc

Group Adults Foster Care Program

figik Group Adult Foster Care (GAFC) Afidsam:jpiesaitgasintsias Fosneditinsma
vimdbiigacsemn venitiwdssdmarsminisidagaad ysshivafisuiganianmsiaisi
mgwmmesmt 1 afsmegusmewTaanaasmaiaoinds meaw:migaigiahiod
OIS SIS ARIR FANAHALATE

TG RGBT H IR 1188 MSTANAH A [ET ENSFHAN: SEERI[Y : To be eligibled for GAFC you must:
o Iaj1SIReIY ' o live in subsidized or public housing
ey b Figjigl e age 22 years and older
° E?'Jﬁf?lﬁﬂﬁyﬂm e cligible for Masshealth Standard
x140] Lﬁftiﬂﬁg ggms : Benefits you will get:
o MITBGIRNES YWY IIRSITAT HANM T Y IBYT eI M ARSI o personal care service in your home,
. ﬁgwm‘fm;g&ﬁmﬁﬁmﬁfﬁﬁ e Medication Managemant
o %’ﬁsm;?ﬁm‘i&;&mm@:ﬁg}zyﬁf SEIGTHINEU [EING] SHTeaIEnSitD e an individual care plan developed by a registered nurse and case manager
o ﬁtﬁﬁfﬂﬁﬁfﬁfﬁﬁ@fﬁ?ﬁ;’?mﬁ’lmﬁgﬁgﬁ e ongoing monitoring of needs
o WHBARGAIAGHERH BETEH e 24-hour access to services

TGS HUCIT SIS BERFEFW PCA/ HHA needed
for Lowell, =Lynn, Revere, and Boston

CUBSS I INGRNF IS LORFEHGTIR ﬁﬁ-ﬁj‘éﬁﬁ_ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁéﬁmﬁa%ﬁ
: To register, please contact:
Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
Office: 144 Merrimack St., Suite 404. Lowell, MA 01852

SEBAGINSRNINEHR SNEHUGBSTS:
HABEBIEC FOYFRARES 1IN YS
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Francisco J. Rosa, Esq.
TH [0 e A

e Auto Crash

Andrew ‘Bunna’Taing, Esq.
151l 48 (Gium wy

Law Office of

It Rosa & Taing £I2

'ATTORNEY AT LAW

e Divorce

_ N 1w
oUIfs ANibunnas

Law Office of Thomas Stylianos Jr.
287 Appleton St. Lowell MA 01852

e Immigration e#ig{ULifE
o I{A1S BRI GG
o IutiNIETH{UNS

ENAGH 1M U & 978-459-5000 or 800-308-3766
www.thomasinlowell.com

SERVICES

Auto Accidents/ Personal Injury e 1

Bankruptcy
Immigration
Consumer Protection

Real Estate Closings/Disputes
Divorces Child Custody

1550 Middlesex Street Lowell, MA 01851
| Phone: 978-458-0934 | at@rosataing.com
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Promos €Every Day!
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At the Team Store!

Open Monday-Friday
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 pm

(978) 805-5115
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DOLAN

FUNERAL HOME

James F. Dolan & James F. Dolan Il
Type 6 Donald P. Badger & Dennis W. Graham

106 Middlesex Street
Chelmsford, MA

"Meeting the Needs of the Families in
Chelmsford by providing a professional
service as distinctive as the families we
serve”

Congratulations to the

Khmer Post 10t

Anniversary Recipients

«» Burial or Cremation < Pre-Need Funeral Planning

< Newly Renovated
< Private Kitchenette <

< Serving All Faiths

Wi-Fi & Video Tribute Available

. Call us at 978-251-4041

Or visit us at www.dolanfuneralhome.com
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S Independence
Home Care

NOW HIRING RN’S AND CNAS
WE HAVE FLEXIBLE HOURS

SOUTHEAST ASIANS AND HISPANIC
SPEAKING ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.

Independence Home Care is a well-established Home Nursing Care Provider
based in Rhode Island that has been serving the community for over 10 years.
We are a Joint Commission Accredited Medicare/Medicaid Certified Agency
that is recognized as one of the top Home Nursing Care Providers in this state.

Health Services LLC

10 years of serving the community.
Honorable, Trusted, Experienced.
Employed over 150 Southeast Asians.

Come visit our office on Monday through Friday, between 10am
and 4pm to complete an application. Or fax your resume fo
401-369-7818.

433 Elmwood Ave. Providence, Rl 02907 401-437-8337 www.independencehs.com
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Do you want Lowell High School to be:

* 100% new & modern high school?

* Most efficient and effective for best learning?
* Safe and without disruption to learning?

* A more collaborative, campus setting?

Say Yes to LHS at Cawley

Make your voice heard!
Send a text to (978) 905-0663

email us at citizensforcawley@gmail.com
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Deforestation in Beng Per Wildlife S

Evidence of clear-cutting

after2015

SATELLITE SPIES FRESH CLEARING OF
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY FOREST

by Van Roeun and Zsombor Peter |
May 5, 2017

A new satelliteimage of central Cambodia
shows continued clear-cutting of thousands of
hectares of hedthy forest inside one of the
country's protected areas, five years after the
government announced a major crackdown on
such logging by rubber plantations.

The image, published online by the U.S.
Geological Survey in March aspart of an ongoing
series of satellite shots from around the world,
captures the 243,000-hectare Boeng Per Wildlife
Sanctuary twice, once in 1999 and again in
February.
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The area highlighted in the top image
shows thousands of hectares of forest that have
been clear-cut from the Boeng Per Wildlife
Sanctuary in PreahVihear province since the
start of last year. (USGS)

It shows more than a third of the sanctu-
ary's once lush forest canopy now replaced by
rubber plantations or cleared in preparation for
agri-business.

Most of the damage was done before the
government put afreeze on the approval of new
Economic Land Concessions (ELCs)-vast
tracts of state land leased out to private compa-
niesto grow cash crops-and ordered areview of
existing ones for breaches of contract in 2012.

But the clear-cutting has continued in
breach of national laws.

The satellite image from February shows
thousands of hectares were cleared since
January last year. Global deforestation data up

to the end of 2015 compiled by Global Forest
Watch, an online forest monitoring system that
aso uses U.S. satellites, shows the same area
mostly intact.

The recent clearing cuts across two adjacent
ELCs, both tied to businessman An Mady:
CADI and the eponymously named An Mady
Group.

By law, companies are required to secure
the approva of loca residents before starting
their projects and to carry out socia and envi-
ronmental impact assessments to ensure they
avoid or mitigate any serious damage. In prac-
tice that rarely happens, and the government
has largely ignored calls from environment and
rights groups to order the companies to stop
clearing forest until they catch up.

The government is also supposed to lease
out forested land only in parts of protected
areas zoned for sustainable development, and
only if the forests are aready degraded. But
Boeng Per has yet to be zoned, and the govern-
ment has not produced any evidence that the
forests were degraded when leased out. Locas
and NGOs say Boeng Per's forests were thriving
until the plantations arrived.

Huon Cheanou, chief of Rovieng district's
BoengTonleM'rech community forest, which
sitsinside the park, said Mr. Mady's plantations
started clearing the area in earnest in late 2015
and early last year.

"The company and the authorities never
consulted with us about the economic land con-
cessions. They came and cleared the land and
encroached on our community forest," he said.

"In the past, al the forest here was good,"
he said. "Now it's all gone. Now it'savast area
with no trees. It's a field now. The resin trees
have disappeared and the wildlife is gone. The
forest isgone and our livelihoods are affected.”

The government is on record agreeing
with him.

A report on protected area management
the Environment Ministry released in 2004
with the World Wildlife Fund |abels parts of the
plantations as an "exemplary plant communi-
ty."

LattKy, land and natural resources pro-
gram director for the NGO Adhoc, said the gov-
ernment should have aready told the planta-
tionsto stop clearing until they fulfill their legal
obligations.

"It's very important to conduct the assess-
ments in advance, to avoid impacting the com-
munity inthearea. If wedo [it with] transparen-
¢y and accountability, we can avoid affecting
the communities who have lived there for a
long time," he said.

Mr. Ky said the government, which is
responsible for the land, needed to keep the
companies on atighter leash.

"The government needs to improve col-
|aboration with the companies, and the compa-
nies haveto Continued to Page 22
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Continued from page 01

CAMBODIA'S FIRST OIL REFINERY ...

built in two phases, the post says.
Thefirst phase of construction will end in
mid-2019 on an investment of $620 mil-
lion, and will be capable of producing 2
million tons of oil, mainly for the local
market, it says.
Sino Great Wall
Engineering, a Chinese-owned company,

International

will build the plant, which will have cost
about $1.6 billion in total after the second

phase is completed, according to Preah

Sihanouk provincial governor Yun Min,
who attended Thursday's groundbreaking
ceremony aong with Mines and Energy
Minister Suy Sem.

The refinery will be located on a
350-hectare plot in Prey Nop district's
ToekThla commune, Mr. Min said. No
timeframe was given for the second
phase's compl etion.

Chinese state-run Exim bank agreed
to give a $1.67 billion loan to Cambodia
in October 2013 to build an ail refinery in
the same area, scheduled to be completed
in 2018, The Wall Street Journal reported
in 2013. Reached on Thursday, however,
representatives from the ministry and
Sino Great Wall did not know if this was
the same project, and referred questions
to the petrochemical company, which
declined to comment.

PrakSamprathna, director of the
provincial mines and energy department,
said he had been promoted to his post in
2015 and was not knowledgeable about
the project's detalls.

In a speech at the ceremony, Mr.
Sem, the minister, said crude oil would
initially be imported from Middle Eastern
countries, but in the future Cambodia's
own oil deposits off the coast of
Sihanoukville would also supply the
refinery.

It remains unclear how long the
country will have to wait to extract its
own crude oil. Cambodias only oil
deposit, called Block A, has not produced
any oil since U.S. giant Chevron began
exploration in 2002. Following a protract-
ed disagreement with the Cambodian
government over taxes, Chevron sold its
stake in the block to Singapore-based
KrisEnergy in 2014.

Since then, delays and false starts
have plagued the project. Ministry offi-
cials and KrisEnergy representatives told
the Khmer Times in December that an
agreement was expected to be inked in a
few weeks. But no contract has emerged.

Then, in February, The Phnom Penh
Post reported that KrisEnergy announced
it was considering selling its stake in
Block A to ease the company's debt bur-
den-a plan it eventually decided to aban-
don.

A Reuters report from March 20
quoted Mines and Energy Ministry
spokesman Meng Saktheara as saying
that an agreement would be finalized that
month.

On March 30, KrisEnergy COO
Kelvin Tang told the Post that the agree-
ment was amost completed, and Mr.
Saktheara said it was just amatter of "get-
ting the paperwork done."

No announcement of an agreement
has been made since then. KrisEnergy
representatives could not be reached on
Thursday.

soumy@cambodiadaily.com
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FOREIGN MINISTER SAY S

by Chhorn Phearun | May 9, 2017

The U.S. has told Cambodia to con-
tinue accepting Cambodian citizens
deported from the U.S., despite repeated
requests to renegotiate a repatriation
agreement between the two countries,
Foreign Minister PrakSokhonn said on

Foreign Affairs Minister PrakSokhonn speaké at anews conference at the Foreign
Affairs Ministry in Phnom Penh on last year. (KhemSovannara)
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Monday.

"We made the request to halt depor-
tations so that we can discuss more, but
the U.S. didn't respond and wants us to
continue to accept [deportees]," Mr
Sokhonn told reporters after arriving in
Phnom Penh following meetings with
U.S. officials and Asean foreign ministers

in Washington on Thursday.

"We will continue to accept the
deportees,”" he said.

For months, officials have expressed
Cambodias desire to amend the 2002
repatriation agreement to make it more
humane and deportations voluntary.

"We just want to do something to
make the deportees lives liveable in
Cambodia,” Mr. Sokhonn said on
Monday. Deported Cambodians should
have the right to visit their familiesin the
U.S., he said.

Cambodia also asked the U.S. to
consider establishing a center where
deportees "may stay for a period of time
to learn the Khmer language, traditions
and receive vocational training," accord-
ing to a Foreign Affairs Ministry state-
ment released on Monday.

During a bilateral meeting on
Thursday, Mr. Sokhonn and U.S.
Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly
discussed how the two nations could bet-
ter cooperate on repatriations for those
convicted of crimes, among other issues,
the ministry statement says.

So far this year, the U.S. has deport-
ed 21 Cambodians who served prison
sentences for felony crimes in the U.S.
More than 550 Cambodians-many who
came to the U.S. as child refugees-have
been deported since 2002.
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HUN SEN SCOLDS MEDIA DURING
FORUM SESSION

by Matt Surrusco | May 12, 2017

Prime Minister Hun Sen used a
news conference at Thursday's World
Economic Forum on Asean in Phnom
Penh to warn that two foreign-owned
news outlets, including The Cambodia

| World Economic Forum on ASEAN

Phnom Penh, 10-12 May 2017

WORLD
ECONOMIC
FQRUM
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Daily, were "against" the government
and that journalists who did not report
"properly" would be seen as "servants
of foreigners."

During a37-minute media briefing
with the premier on the second day of
the international business summit,
Mr. Hun Sen described Radio Free
Asia (RFA) as "a radio against the
government,” and said The Cambodia
Daily was "opposing me al thetime,"
according to alive English trangdlation

Minister Hun Sen and Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte share the
stage at the Sokha Hotel in Phnom Penh on Thursday. (Siv Channa/The
Cambodia Daily)

of the prime minister's statements.

Pointing afinger at two journalists
in the front row of the media group,
Mr. Hun Sen said, "Now the two...
who work for Radio Free Asia and
Cambodia Daily, now write it properly
because it isalive broadcast.”

The journalists had asked the
prime minister questions about how
the nation's youth would be trained
for the jobs of the future and how
Cambodia would participate in
Chinas "One Road, One Belt" eco-
nomic policy.

"So if you write it wrongly, make
a wrong commentary, then it will be
seen that you, niece and nephew who
areworking for foreigners, are actualy
the servants of foreigners. | don't
want to hear such a word,” Mr. Hun
Sen said.

TriptiLahiri, Asia bureau chief
for website Quartz, part of Washington
-based Atlantic Media, and who
attended the press conference, said
she was surprised by the exchange.

"The prime minister spent the
bulk of his answer criticizing the out-
lets the reporters worked for, instead
of responding to two reasonable ques-
tions," Ms. Lahiri said.

Last month, RFA's deputy director
for Cambodia, Huot Vuthy, fled the
country before a scheduled court date
over alegations that he falsely identi-
fied himself asaCNRP assistant during
aprison visit with opposition officials.
He denies the accusations.

RFA's spokesman Rohit Mahgjan
said in response to the prime minister's
comments that they "illustrate what
poor regard Cambodia's government
has for independent, free press." RFA
is funded by the U.S. government.

Douglas Sede, The Dally's generd
manager, citing the newspaper's
motto, said, "We are not for or against
any person or party. Our mission is
unbiased news, without fear or favor."

In concluding the briefing, Adrian
Monck, the forum's head of public
and social engagement, said critical
news outlets were a key component of
economic growth.

Continued to Page 21
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Phnom Penh Military Airbase in 2014. (Siv Channa/The Cambodia Daily)

BODIES OF CAMBODIAN PEACEKEEPERS
HEADED HOME

by KuchNaren | May 11, 2017

Cambodiaisto send ateam from the
Defense Ministry to investigate an attack
that killed four Cambodians attached to a
U.N. peacekeeping force in Central
African Republic (CAR), Prime Minister

Hun Sen said on Wednesday.

The bodies of the four peacekeepers
who died in the ambush on Monday will
arrive back in the country within two
weeks, Defense Ministry spokesman
ChhumSocheat was quoted as saying by
the government-aligned Fresh News web-
site.

"The bodies were taken from the
killing sceneto the United Nations' Forces
Base to be respected before sending to
Cambodia,” Mr. Socheat said.

Mr. Hun Sen said he did not blame
the U.N. for the peacekeepers deaths, and
pledged to continue to commit Cambodian
troops to dangerous regions of the globe.

"I take this opportunity to clarify to
the United Nations that Cambodia will
step up its efforts to continue sending
forces to the countries of friends," he told
an audience commemorating the 10th
Cambodian Veterans Day on Koh Pich
island in Phnom Penh yesterday morning.

"We do not surrender to terrorist acts
and we will not surrender to any abuses,”
he said.

One Cambodian peacekeeper was
killed during the firefight. Three others
went missing during the attack and were
reported dead yesterday in what the U.N.
said was likely an assault carried out by a
Christian militia.

"We officialy confirmed that our
soldiers were killed and their bodies were
found aready,” Mr. Hun Sen said. "The
bodies were found about 2 km from the
first fighting area, so our brothers would
have been caught and later killed."

The three soldiers confirmed dead
yesterday were warrant officer Seang
Norint, assistant warrant officer Mom
Tola and medical staffer Mao Eng, Mr.
Hun Sen said.

Another Cambodian peacekeeper,
driver ThuchThim, sustained injuries to
his left arm, he said.

The deaths came after a fourth
peacekeeper, Im Sam, was confirmed
dead on Tuesday, according to a statement
released by the National Center for
Peacekeeping Forces, Mines and ERW
Clearance (NPMEC).

The Cambodian contingent was an
engineering force, not a fighting force,
Mr. Hun Sen said.

"If they were a fighting force, such
an incident would not occur like that
because those forces are engineering
forces for clearing mines and also for
building roads to the airport,” he said.

The prime minister said the Defense
Ministry would send the investigators to
review the circumstances of the
Cambodian peacekeepers' deaths.

The attackers on Monday were trying
to free comrades who had been detained
by Moroccan forces working with
Cambodian troops, NPMEC said.

A statement attributed yesterday to
the spokesman of U.N. Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres condemned the attack,
which the U.N. suspected was carried out
by the Christian "anti-Balaka"' armed
group on the Rafai-Bangassou axis in the
country's southeast.

"The Secretary-General strongly
condemns the attack perpetrated by sus-
pected anti-Balaka against a convoy of
the United Nations Continued to Pagel9
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BODIES OF CAMBODIAN...

Multidimensional  Integrated
Stabilization Mission in the Central
African Republic (MINUSCA)," it said.

Ten other peacekeepers had been
evacuated to the capital Bangui and one
was still missing, it added.

"The Secretary-General would like
to underline that attacks against United
Nations peacekeepers may constitute a
war crime. He calls on the Central African
Republic authorities to investigate the
attack in order to swiftly bring those
responsible to justice," it said.

According to the U.N. Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs,
CAR is one of the most dangerous coun-
triesin the world for aid agencies, with at
least 33 attacks on aid workersin the first
quarter of this year.

The U.N. said over the weekend that
four international aid groups would tem-
porarily remove their workers from areas
in the north of the country dueto arisein
attacks against them.

Violence broke out in the small
African nation in March 2013, when
Muslim "Seleka' rebels overthrew the

Christian president.

The U.N. began a peacekeeping mis-
sion in 2014 and now has more than
12,000 troops in the country to safeguard
civilians from eruptions of violence
between the Christian and Muslim fac-
tions.

The four deaths almost double the
number of Cambodian peacekeepers
deaths in recent years.

In January, a military officer became
the fifth Cambodian peacekeeper to die
on a U.N. mission after he succumbed to
complications from malariain CAR. The
four other deaths occurred in Mali-two
from food poisoning, one in a violent
sandstorm and a fourth from malaria.

Since 2006, Cambodia has sent more
than 4,180 personnel on U.N. peacekeep-
ing missions to Sudan, South Sudan,
Central African Republic, Chad, Syria,
Lebanon, Mali and Cyprus.

(Additional reporting by George
Wright)

naren@cambodiadaily.com
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Continued from page 17

HUN SEN SCOLDS MEDIA...

"I think one of the key findings
from theforum's Global Competitiveness
Report is that healthy, critical media
is an important part of any growing
economy,” Mr. Monck told the room
of journalists.

"The World Economic Forum's
own global rankings show that
accountability and scrutiny help
economies become more competitive,"
he added in an email later on Thursday.
"Media plays an important role as a
stakeholder in that process.”

The forum supported that role by
inviting more than 200 reporters to
the summit and "asking leaders to
face their questions on the record,” he
said.

"It is for viewers and readers to
decide if the answers provided address
their concerns sufficiently,” Mr. Monck
said.

During the briefing at the forum,
Mr. Hun Sen aso brought up his
Wednesday gift of $20,000 to ailing
Cambodia Daily associate editor Saing
Soenthrith to "save him."

"He's been writing for [The]
Cambodia[Daly] cursng mefor amost
20 years, at the time getting ill and
he's been abandoned by The Cambodia
Daily," Mr. Hun Sen said.

Mr. Soenthrith said on Thursday
that he stopped working last May due
to illness, needs a kidney transplant
and receives dialysis twice weekly.
He said he took a $1,000 monthly pay
cut before being put on unpaid leave.

"My nameistill on the masthead,”

Mr. Soenthrith said, adding that he
felt "abandoned" by The Daily's man-
agement. He said former and current
Daily reporters had donated money
and raised funds to help pay for medical
expenses.

Asked why he thought Mr. Hun
Sen had given him the money, he said
he was unsure.

"] don't know his idea, but when
he learned about my background, he
pitied me," Mr. Soenthrith said. "And
he supported me."

Information Minister Khieu
Kanharith has pledged an additional
$5,000 to Mr. Soenthrith, which the
journalist said he was told he would
receive today.

Despite his criticism of the outlets,
Mr. Hun Sen told the reporters at the
forum that their questions pleased
him. In response to a question from
RFA journalist San Sel about how
Cambodia was working to educate its
youth for jobs of the future, Mr. Hun
Sen cited the careers of the two
Cambodian reporters who had asked
him questions as examples of educa
tional opportunities available for the
nation's youth.

Following years of war, "we have
been emerging, including grandparents,
and your parents can survive and provide
you training. Now you can work for
American radio and an American
newspaper,” Mr. Hun Sen said.

"Is it not a life example of the
achievement that the Roya Government
has been doing for you?' he said.
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Continued from page 14

SATELLITE SPIES FRESH CLEARING ...

work with the communities," he said.

The rights monitor was reluctant to com-
ment on why that wasn't happening. Others
have blamed the government's cozy relation-
ship with the plantation owners, some of whom
are lawmakers for the ruling CPP or regularly
shower the state with generous donations. Try
Pheap, whose Boeng Per rubber plantation sits
next to Mr. Mady's, has donated hundreds of
thousands of dollars to the government and is
one of Prime Minister Hun Sen's personal
advisers. His plantation was also alowed to
keep clearing healthy forest without any impact
assessments well after the freeze on new ELCs.

According to Global Forest Watch,
Cambodias ELCs have played a mgjor role in
giving the country one of the highest deforesta-
tion rates in the world between 2000 and 2014,
and the fastest acceleration in forest loss over
the same period.

Contacted on Thursday, Mr. Mady said he
sold his shares in the CADI and An Mady
Group plantations in 2012 and disavowed any
further responsibility for them. The Commerce
Ministry's online company database, however,

says the companies re-registered in mid-2016
and lists Mr. Mady as a director of both.

Mr. Mady said he sold his sharesto aman
named Huoch, who could not be reached on the
phone number he provided.

PoeungTryda, director of PreahVihear
province's agriculture department, which over-
sees the ELCs in the province, including its
share of Beng Per, said the plantations were
told to stop clearing a few months ago because
they had completed only preliminary impact
assessments and never submitted master plans.
He said they would need to have their plansand
full impact assessments approved before start-
ing up again.

"The company cannot operate until it con-
ducts an [impact assessment],” he said.

Preah Kay thinks it may be too late. An
ethnic Kuy, his ancestors had lived sustainably
off the surrounding forest for generations.

"Now &l the big trees are gone," he said.
"Now we don't know what to rely on except
work for the companies to make aliving."
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Mon-Sun
8am -8pm

MENT PERIOD AND
PUBLIC MEETING
ANNOUNCEMENT

The Northern Middlesex
Metropolitan Planning Organization
(NMMPO) has released the Draft
FFY 2018-2022 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) for a
21-day public review and comment
period. The TIP is a programming
and management document containing
al federally funded transportation
projects planned over the next 5 years.
Please note the TIP contains the pro-
gram of projects for the Lowell
Regional Transit Authority (LRTA).
The NMMPO hasalso released the
Draft FFY 2018 Unified Planning
Work Program (UPWP) for a21-day
public review and comment period.
The UPWP describesall trangportation
planning activities for the upcoming
federal fiscal year. In addition, the
NMMPO has released a draft listing
of proposed Critical Urban and
Rural Freight Corridors for public
comment. Thislist defines roadway
mileage to be designated as part of
the Nationd Highway Freight Network.
This designation is necessary to be
eigible for funding as provided in
the Fixing America's Surface
Transportation (FAST) Act.

Copiesof theabovedrat documents
are available online a www.nmcog.org.
The public comment period runs
through May 18, 2017. A public
meeting on the draft documents will
be held on

May 9, 2017, 5:30 PM, at the
Northern Middlesex Council of
Governments (NMCOG) office, 40
Church S, Suite 200, Lowell, MA.
You may also submit comments by
phone at (978) 454-8021, ext 121, or
by email: jhoward@nmcog.org. If
preferred, comments may be mailed to
the above address. The NMMPO
will meet on May 24, 2017 at 2:30
PM atNMCOG to review comments
received and consider endorse-
ment. The NMMPO's public partici-
pation process satisfies the LRTA's
public participation requirements
for the program of projects.
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Connecting 10,000 Khmer-speaking households per Month with an average of 5 members
per household. Free Newspaper copies are available in these cities:

Massachusetts: Rhode Island:
e Lowell e Providence
e Lynn/Revere e Cranston S
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Contact Soben Pin For Advertising Opportunities
Email: sobenpin@khmerpost.us

978-677-7163
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Hauwn smMitn i wmiranigigaua.im

Office: KhmerPost USA, LLC. 45 Merrimack St. Suite 218A. Lowell, MA 01852
Hours: Monday - Friday. 9AM - 4PM

VISIT KHMERPOST.US
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KhmerPosi USA

We Cordially Invite You To Our

10t Anniversary Gala
Friday, May 19, 2017
6:00 PM - 10:30 PM

UMASS Lowell Inn & Conference Center
50 Warren Street, Lowell, Massachusetts

Soben Pin Roger Samkhon Pin
Co-founder & Editor & Publisher
Managing Partner

COCKTAIL HOUR 5:30 - 6:30 PM
SERVING HORS D’OEUVRES

CULTURAL PERFORMANCES
DINNER e LIVE BAND & DANCING
CASH BAR e SILENT AUCTIONS

$75 per ticket
$700 per table of 10
No Tickets Sold at the Door
Black Tie Optional Andy Pendelton Hong Net
Please RSVP by Wednesday May 10th Former United Nations City of Lynn
3 Field Coordinator Councilor-at-Large
Contact: 978-677-7163 or Thai Refugee Camps
sobenpin@khmerpost.us (1980-1990s)
SPONSORS
Silver Sponsor
Simple. Secure. Independent.
Bronze Sponsors
COMING SOON
==l

Dr. Sokharith Mey, MD
j. fallonhealth -

Cheryl A. Burrell
Associate Director
Rhode Island
Dept. of Administration
Office of Diversity, Equity &
Opportunity (ODEQ)

SORAROEUN




