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GOVERNMENT PANS
USAMBASSADOR'S

CALL FOR LESS SUSPI -
CION, THREATS

by Ben Paviour | June 9, 2017

U.S. Ambassador William Heidt
yesterday praised the commune elec-
tions but denounced pre-election

threats, saying the Cambodian govern-

US Ambassador William Heidt leaves
the CNRP's headquarters in Phnom Penh
in2016 after ameeting with deputy opposition
leader KemSokha. (Siv Channa/The
Cambodia Daily)

ment was too suspicious of U.S. inten-
tions, Continued to Page 05
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Law Office of Louis S. Haskell

Serving the Cambodian Community since 1987

16 Pine Street - Lowell, MA | www.attorneyhaskell.com
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KhmerPost USA

Cambodian American Biweekly Newspaper

’

Connecting 10,000 Khmer-speaking households per Month with
an average of 5 members per household. Free Newspaper
copies are available in these cities:

Massachusetts: Rhode Island:
e Lowell e Providence
e Lynn/Revere e Cranston

Contact us for the Advertising Opportunity!

978-677-7163 | http:/khmerpost.us




KHMERPOST USA

Issue 226 from. June. 12th - 27th, 2017

Page.2

“gif U “fiNsitis s i/ UImMmus
Cawley or Downtown : Dan Rourke Speaks Out

sthuy fia edes

WEIE AT E [T ANG TS g mi
mgm;ﬁgz?img§ﬁ5ﬁmﬁ%§qnﬁmmaigs
191 ipENIGoOmTEa, i’ﬁmmrmt;ﬁmg:m

5msmf§gm3mgjmﬁﬁﬁyw drgns

NEITNUER NI HST ISH G BT
zsizﬁﬁggi’fmsg IHGIINISI SIS
ymmmmnﬁﬁytsi 18191818 "RUFHT 1
A B8 At TETunes A 181]mn
i RIS UG MWSERIeI R
M RS aGngeTes gl
Sws " HBEms Sunwiigays: iva
TANAGI T TG IS T AT U B G 160
iiudensani:aiendiss fewFuvsme
BRIANS MO NS [IRIRIIE N [T TAT
iEU7ﬁ§ﬁﬂ[lf§?ﬁSitiﬂmtﬁmﬁh;ﬁﬂﬁ§7m:

terdeone.r.m: iiigrniGomss
B ANNg ivEmE s R o EE
Rndcedywananue gumtmae”
AR ETSTRAE
Biaiet wgRusHmwigitunnm?

thé gri: Tus! iusmEmitmeims
igligGom ingunaithustuigh anan
"qmwmagm"%’%mﬁ@nnnmsm Athmi
IﬁIUSig]ﬁIS’%mﬁQm‘}S:ﬁjﬁ'jﬁjmaﬁ[.ﬁlﬁ[ﬁﬁp
HIRY...

tergara.1mn: iSnAwRS [pws
ugigsMatuiisREnu Mg

thé Jn: Tusitiw lLUmEUQISS ms
%ﬁﬁLﬁtﬁgmﬁmsﬁmﬁtﬁﬁlﬁﬁplﬁhﬁa
N wmA9wginme MG
ngmsigsme theiths § yhio
"o f wihitnsimAongingiigy
N I S et
micdAnits SianAdwais Minipe
[ "eﬁ"j"mmquﬁiém...

torttote. i wsmiESwHS
"Gnlsanang imuseg oIS AAmes
[res Esﬁsﬁsméﬁﬁmmifﬁﬁ‘pﬁﬁﬁi
Beape IRnmigisonims gng
miﬁsxﬁiﬁgstgimﬁmsjs Ttidims
Gringin AmmiusrHsiinmeRh
ATHTEAME THIANATSNT “gjimm
eaey” Heteigl e’ t%msmﬁﬁmﬁ}g?
" e 161 "2 menuwnmi{Ee
fitpnsthgdgmeh te it Hormegi

ﬁmtsiﬁmmo Bﬁjmnmiﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ s
ﬁjﬁjjtgmjmsigtm, sunEsan
ANEIGHIENE-D Y ERRe NIfMewMS

TR m)a i
Aighmamanmigin g wuils” Sming
MAANENHMsTsAEMAUHTAHIA
1S HU, TRUSAt 1sethRuEne
émsmm’jmém@ﬁfﬁmﬁsm‘fgigmmé

AMIMeIginITInHIuMYRTE ming
hRuBhisfsginamupiEsmh
MIUaIgIeig. Nwynneis [y
mafg ARG el ithaiths ms
ASTSSNi S EUIHe ° B8
M990%1g SSuNwissHanguMANG A1
18 %ﬁ%ﬁgﬁiﬁ‘émlﬁtﬁjﬁﬁ§iﬁﬁiﬁ?mj... 1
SR PIRIEUMSHRSINWS BN6I
Sifsig)nsian gigsiiBsnnsnung]

"ihsithe iguass sl e g dn

Be

iijuisedmit  nimsimec-Egiins
mrmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁi;ﬁﬁﬁﬁuﬁ;zﬁsmtsi
Gigs...

torgans.1. M magsSuntw 1Asy
Mt {Esa i Entm s s

Gyo ;mrﬁsﬁLﬁjmﬁﬂﬁmﬁmmmmﬁgymm?gﬁm o

"ei” 1ysig?
thd Jn: RShISHIIHbL G
miBAtmsiss AR “meiba” 98

Lﬁﬁmﬁmnmmmﬁmmﬁtqj

chrpnttndapEmsiiusem omith
isammwmansgiy gl Eaumssm
mimrﬁg%ﬁﬁmésgtmsts AMANg
windutemeldudseamaiimgtin
188 Eaﬁjmtgjmﬁmmﬁmmémﬁ
PR TR g

torseot.r.in: midngmeiseigin
TANE %mﬁmmﬁjgﬁqeiﬁﬁﬁfjﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁjjﬁs
IRESHIA RN IHIME RN Hw I
18819, 18IMu msﬁnmgwﬁtgjﬁ-gﬂﬁ
el yMAGHRAVIgYIhIMRe M
HliE MUimS AU {HNes naa
MeFRERIGHt DATHHANISW NN
UCMEINE? '

thd n: uivgriadisingiinm
prutng dintwth "tt‘jﬁﬁétﬁtgﬁm
ARG INSTIE YW AM AT TETANT
Tyt “inhesadginggumIGHn
Brndign @djEnEgnempitngs

Brafist g igiBmanmfs” ithumsise
igumithisw g niniiglife
MAIGUgA NsUSithw §8 388 uil
ig fmstaunaiueimiganiue
T1i18s...

terteora.r.an: 1GEnwicsandio
HAGUER a8 th' g i D8iurGii

161" 2" ShdammmATES shwimeh
MeySLHRUHNg!

thé gmi: "0 ReheliHeoiuec wsiiy
G.0AN8 TBRNAN{NE IS Auigy.
mﬁﬂ’mﬁﬁﬁﬁnsstﬁﬁﬁmsa@dﬁnﬂﬁhﬁm
#. 1oiEel iheishs” ﬁtmﬁmimmmﬁ
glﬂﬁ'sg’nmmgﬁqm@tﬁig%ﬁﬁtlﬁmmnﬂtﬁ
gﬁmmmeﬂ,' tmmedime t iRih
ﬁt’ims?gjm'imgtﬁ%ﬁm@];mgjm@ooozo
¥ PUMETIERIGHGIsuTmAL TS
Mﬁj‘}ﬁ‘jSﬁﬁﬁmﬂmMISfﬂﬁiﬁJE’slﬂg 8363
MERENARIUENINEN yywhsHng
?memtﬁmﬁtﬁ%% iginigiigudsms
wEmgI NI mMenMIG NI SwE
g2

terget.rn: muitugunig]
mmﬁﬁqﬁﬁsqimsgﬁmim:éﬁsjm‘im
gingidnimsm edis Inthwmsms
U;Sjﬂﬁqﬁ]iﬁ]fﬁmmﬁ?rﬂg’ﬁ’lmﬁfﬁ"eﬁjn gl
wgaymstarsigiy miggjignedmy
161”8 I tssLﬁ‘fmmmLﬁﬁmmigéi
mine EEj8jEIsmIngjwamage
BN [T E M HE?

tha grir anan{rbmsismistizme
ngjeit{EeRisinigmiioneiFa usa;
WIS U s Ainwie]
SNty ﬁjﬁiﬁ ‘m"titﬁ wnnyier
Tyt ieige.. Smsiimugmumise
Eﬁmé‘imﬁsmsLf,agjwrg"aﬁ"tﬁn'mﬁrﬂ
gilg et oanginisiGime.. o
BN ARy AN o pEsY
groisiigGomiss mifuniugid

maldiisd ko



KHMERPOST USA Issue 226 from. June. 12th - 27th, 2017 Page.3

MEALTH

» Metta Health Center - Primary Care FR—
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« Behavioral Health Services -
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* Teen Programs
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* Domestic Violence Program
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* Help applying for health insurance PHARMACY I g : .
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For your special day...
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The UMass Lowell Inn & Conference Center provides timeless, modern
elegance with a relaxing atmosphere.

You and up to 450 guests will be catered to by our attentive staff, while you
celebrate in style and comfort.

: . : - cT N e LS EN m:yt’fmé’ﬁgng U
We offer overnight lodging, scenic outdoor photo opportunities, and a soisethane s ifBends ard thywBauTenmes
variety of ceremony spaces, including smaller rooms for showers, rehearsal &‘] rﬁ%‘tﬁm = o .

dinners, and engagement parties.
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All of our menus can be personalized to suit your individual needs.
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UMass Lowell Inn & Conference Center

50 Warren St., Lowell MA 01852 978-934-6920 877-886-5422 www.uml.edu/icc
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Law Office of

It Rosa & Taing Iz

SERVICES

DIUMIRG S TY

Auto Accidents/ Personal Injury. e f{&ne

Bankruptcy
Immigration
Consumer Protection

Real Estate Closings/Disputes
Divorces Child Custody

1550 Middlesex Street Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-458-0934 | at@rosataing.com
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NOW HIRING RN’S AND CNAS
WE HAVE FLEXIBLE HOURS

SOUTHEAST ASIANS AND HISPANIC
SPEAKING ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.

Independence Home Care is a well-established Home Nursing Care Provider
based in Rhode Island that has been serving the community for over 10 years.
We are a Joint Commission Accredited Medicare/Medicaid Certified Agency
that is recognized as one of the top Home Nursing Care Providers in this state.

10 years of serving the community.
Honorable, Trusted, Experienced.
Employed over 150 Southeast Asians.

Come visit our office on Monday through Friday, between 10am
and 4pm to complete an application. Or fax your resume fo
401-369-7818.

433 Elmwood Ave. Providence, Rl 02907 401-437-8337 www.independencehs.com
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Home Care Agenc

Group Adults Foster Care Program

figik Group Adult Foster Care (GAFC) Afidsam:jpiesaitgasintsias Fosneditinsma
vimdbiigacsemn venitiwdssdmarsminisidagaad ysshivafisuiganianmsiaisi
mgwmmesmt 1 afsmegusmewTaanaasmaiaoinds meaw:migaigiahiod
OIS SIS ARIR FANAHALATE

TG RGBT H IR 1188 MSTANAH A [ET ENSFHAN: SEERI[Y : To be eligibled for GAFC you must:
o Iaj1SIReIY ' o live in subsidized or public housing
ey b Figjigl e age 22 years and older
° E?'Jﬁf?lﬁﬂﬁyﬂm e cligible for Masshealth Standard
x140] Lﬁftiﬂﬁg ggms : Benefits you will get:
o MITBGIRNES YWY IIRSITAT HANM T Y IBYT eI M ARSI o personal care service in your home,
. ﬁgwm‘fm;g&ﬁmﬁﬁmﬁfﬁﬁ e Medication Managemant
o %’ﬁsm;?ﬁm‘i&;&mm@:ﬁg}zyﬁf SEIGTHINEU [EING] SHTeaIEnSitD e an individual care plan developed by a registered nurse and case manager
o ﬁtﬁﬁfﬂﬁﬁfﬁfﬁﬁ@fﬁ?ﬁ;’?mﬁ’lmﬁgﬁgﬁ e ongoing monitoring of needs
o WHBARGAIAGHERH BETEH e 24-hour access to services

TGS HUCIT SIS BERFEFW PCA/ HHA needed
for Lowell, =Lynn, Revere, and Boston

CUBSS I INGRNF IS LORFEHGTIR ﬁﬁ-ﬁj‘éﬁﬁ_ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁéﬁmﬁa%ﬁ
: To register, please contact:
Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
Office: 144 Merrimack St., Suite 404. Lowell, MA 01852

SEBAGINSRNINEHR SNEHUGBSTS:
HABEBIEC FOYFRARES 1IN YS
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RULING PARTY, OPPOSITION BOTH
CLAIM COMMUNE ELECTION WIN

by Ben Paviour, Van Roeun and
Brendan O'Byrne | June 5, 2017

A lack of official results did not
stop both major political parties from
claiming victory in Cambodias highest
-stakes and highest-turnout local elec-
tions to date on Sunday, with the CPP
citing its dominance in winning com-
mune chief seats and the CNRP boasting
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of huge opposition gains in a ballot
monitors said was largely free of the
irregularities that marred past votes.
Unofficia results posted by gov-
ernment-affiliated Fresh News showed
the CPP winning 1,163 commune
chief seats compared to 482 for the
CNRP and one for the Khmer National

Unity Party. Those numbers suggest
big pickups for the opposition, whose
composite parties-the Sam Rainsy
Party and Human Rights Party-won
just 40 seats in 2012 before merging
later that year.

"If themargin of error isaround 1
percent of votes, we need to ask for a
recount,” she said on Sunday, adding
that more details for the opposition's
plans would come today.

All results remained unconfirmed
as of press time, as hosts on state-
owned TVK dowly rattled off com-
mune-by-commune results from the
National Election Committee (NEC)
late into the night.

Though the NEC was dated to start
announcing results soon after polls
closed at 3 p.m., it took hours for the
body to begin posting results, with
spokesman Hang Puthea blaming faulty
wireless internet for the delay.

Prime Minister Hun Sen thanked
political parties, voters, observers and
authorities for a smooth, transparent,
"freeand far" Election Day in aFacebook
post last night, but did not mention
results.

CPP spokesman SokEysan was
more forthcoming.

"In boxing terms, CNRP cannot
take away our belt," he said last night,
adding that he could not confirm the
Fresh News results but they were
"probably smilar" to the NEC's pre-
liminary figures. "We definitely retained
our belt."

"Welost a number of communes,”
he admitted. "We lost some battlefields,
but we till won the war.”

CNRP spokesman Yim Sovann
said the fight had never been fair, citing
a multi-year government crackdown
that saw opposition members jailed
and scattered abroad. There were also
problems with Sunday's vote, he said,
including disenfranchised garment
workers and polling station violations.

Nonetheless, "thisis abig success
of the CNRP. which shows that CNRP
will soon control 500 communes," he
said. "In the 2018 national election, we
will win at least 60 percent of the totd
vote"

Cham Bunthet, a political analyst
and adviser Continued to Pagel5



KHMERPOST USA

Issue 226 from. June. 12th - 27th, 2017

Page.11

3 twsssay 6235 The Cambodia Daily

Sefictpadmsnmeswicigss

HHORCHPSS TORPRANNLONSIPSAUGRPEA & fwssd (©F

eAN: MIynITMamitssuni CPP 54 CNRP
Hsmtﬁmﬁtﬁﬂgstlﬁmtmﬁﬁmmjﬁ pIag

tthel Ben Paviour 8% o1 AMIis |
ignin: @ tetigm giwoon

W MIYRGIUGRURimIismi
smsmRIa MG an] MM
IR s ESEAinNe AN
ST G 98N NS RAgBa fIEil
M gigingRusmmungjuEmin
Uam t?iﬁnnﬁﬁjigmnmmaﬁngstsigtﬁ
fﬂﬁﬁsigﬂﬁ%ﬂﬂijLﬁmnmigrﬂﬁlﬂSH‘lﬁ
MeHIETFIUeIBTBthinE AN
minidysmnan: imEmisusm
IMSIFE (F.0.1) MO0.00081F 9

A U] 09 HASIMA] B.8.U
MIBUNWE MINSNINANBOUGHRL A
shAsEANmaunIelMymIundw
2311 U IAME M NS i m eI L.
QGc‘s'ﬁ%gﬁ TN HIGHIM 5.8 UBSHE
[UMAIUG RN (DWW AN SN YU TS
19 (UASITESegMMUNGRUIEUMS
mimemAlrindwinsmatswoimne |

SONIIANG U] NG MENUHIGH
B IANREET UGRATMRSHYRTD
UNUMUNEJUEMINE AINURjE9gIH
fITmAgEmmemi§hsmnigsiuth
[0 )

TRHID G YT HAHIN -
MINIMSEINIUAES ANURJI[NS
MANSMS TN RANUAJIUEISSALS
f%ft’nnmﬁujtmmgwﬁmgws'ﬁmlﬂﬁr}eda
AusIAmyRiIn s sloiniese.9
GIEﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁjLﬁﬁﬁlﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁjﬁ 84
GGUIMSCOMATY I8 Ig[inMAIva
whogifisjusunanuniuhts
AuthiBUgguMSEomAy 18siditni
m%;Lnngingﬁ RRIR GEIM WP
man: A& misd i{gui o Ajains
thi 4

iR RIg uhmIgg sy
THU I T M A B ST R AN AU RIN
iglpunnmsfinmieniujeny ey
fotimims [ HNHEI NS IFUSUMOY
Aeiwsaom “hmtmedsedgims
i;j’l%tmiﬁﬁﬁjﬁgsgiﬁmﬁmﬁ@ﬁﬁg"lﬁ" 9

Iﬂﬂﬁmﬁjﬁig’lﬁﬁ g Tews Sann

fe BANS  HASIMAJEANURIUMNS
nythmsSunwAnfwtyepoigjumies
mﬁuﬁﬁjmﬁ”rﬂ 9
iRwRUIgISHERisng it nigH
1 ANNURUMRSAYMTNITHIHINA
mmmgaﬁmsmgwémgﬁmgmms
wan 8udsgimndiainmunfin
ﬁjmﬁrg:—mtﬁ’%tﬁgﬁmnfﬁﬁimﬁﬁmﬁs

AS COUNT TICKSUPWARD, PARTIES
SPIN COMPETING NARRATIVES

by Ben Paviour and Kuch
Naren | June 6, 2017

With officia tallies from Sunday's
commune €elections slowed by internet
hiccups, both magjor politica parties
provided similar results but different
stories on Monday on which had won
a vote that drew a record 7 million
Cambodiansto the polls-300,000 more

CPP VS CNRP RESULTS
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than had been previously reported by
the Nationa Election Committee (NEC).

NEC spokesman Hang Puthea
atributed delaysin releasing preliminary
results to spotty internet at some of
the 22,148 polling stations, saying it
could not declare the results for an
entire commune if it had not certified
results from every station.

While Mr. Puthea said he hoped

to have the results finalized on Monday,
both mgor parties seemed to have dreedy
reached their own conclusions.

CNRP estimates, which are based
on data gathered by its poll monitors,
have the party winning between 482
and 486 commune chief seats out of
the 1,646 spots up for grabs and 46
percent of the popular vote, compared
to 51 percent for the CPP, said Prince
SisowathThomico, who sits on the
CNRP's steering committee.

"It'savery important step to win-
ning the next election,” he said on
Monday, citing the opposition taking
the majority of commune chief slots
in Phnom Penh as well as Siem Reap
and Kompong Cham provinces.

Prime Minister Hun Sen and CPP
spokesman SokEysan told similar
success stories on Monday.

Responding to critics who said
the CPP lost the election, the polo-clad
prime minister posted unsourced and
unofficia election results on Facebook
onMonday morning dongside photographs
of agolf outing.

"The CPP's votes increased com-
pared to the 2013 [national] election
and it's also higher than other political
parties," he wrote.

The ruling party won more than
51 percent of 6.7 million votes cast
and added more than 300,000 votes to
its 2013 e ection count, he wrote, citing
outdated total turnout numbers that
were updated in an NEC statement
dated late Sunday night to more than
7 million.

The prime minister also claimed
victory in the CNRP's failure to con-
trol the Senate, a largely symbolic
body elected mostly by commune
councilors whose president acts as
head of stateif the king becomes seri-
oudly ill.

Mr. Eysan gave similar figuresto
his boss as well as Prince Thomico on
Bayon radio on Monday, saying his
party had won 1,158 commune chief
seats Continued to Page 21
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WORKER STRIKE HIGHLIGHTS
FACTORY UNION CONCERNS

by Chhorn Phearun and Hannah
Hawkins| June 9, 2017

At least 1,000 striking garment workers
submitted a petition to the Labor Ministry
on Thursday seeking itsintervention in the
suspension of 11 workers, 10 of whom
claim they were discriminated against for
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being activists of alocal union.

Separately, they also claimed they
were pressured into joining a government-
backed union that has been deducting
membership fees from the wages of those
who are not official members, workersand
an independent union said.

The workers from the Southland fac-
tory in Phnom Penh's PurSenchey district
initially went on strike on Friday over
obtaining leave to vote in Sunday's com-
mune elections, but extended the strike on
Wednesday when news broke of the sus-
pensions.

Pav Sina, president of the Collective
Union of Movement of Workers (CUMW),
said about 1,000 workers signed the petition
urging the company "to reingtate 10 unionists,
including one worker, and to stop discrim-
ination against workers and protect the
workers rights.”

However, PregpMunysovann, an officid
a CUMW, estimated that about 80 to 90
percent of Southland's 2,000 workers
signed the letter.

Southland's main internationa buyers
are Polo, Next Co. and American Eagle,
which could not be immediately reached
for comment on Thursday.

Mr. Munysovann said this week's
strike had made it clear that the union
claming membership of most of Southland's
employees, the government-aligned
Cambodian Union Federation (CUF), was

not on the side of the workers, citing their
absence during the dispute.

"CUF is similar to another kind of
owner at thefactory. They don't want workers
to protest or make demands," he said.

Mr. Sinasaid most of the workers had
never agreed to join CUF, "but the union
keeps deducting their membership fees."

In March last year, Southland filed a
complaint against Mr. Sina, accusing him
of forgery when he misspelled two workers
names on a document informing the com-
pany that the pair intended to form aunion
there.

HounSras, a worker who had joined
the throngs of protesters outside the Labor
Ministry building yesterday, said that
when she was hired by Southland in
January, she was told by management to
join CUF. However, she said she has been
unhappy with the service.

"The union never represents or helps
us, but they always get along with the fac-
tory," she said.

Worker Chou Ny said CUF "has
never been with usto help,” while Chhorn
Phoen lamented that the $0.50 monthly
membership fee deduction had not followed
a signed membership contract.

"I have been waiting to leavethe union,”
Mr. Phoen said. "If | leave the union right
now, they might accuse me of colluding
with the strikers. When everything calms
down a bit, | will go to the union to with-
draw."

CUF President Chuon Mom Thal,
who aso works as an adviser to the Labor
Ministry, could not be reached yesterday.
A woman who answered ageneral number
listed for CUF online identified herself as
Mr. Mom Thol's wife and said the union
leader was currently in Switzerland.

Ken Loo, secretary-genera of the
Garment Manufacturers Association in
Cambodia, of which Southland is a mem-
ber, said on Wednesday that preventing
workers from forming or joining unions
was illegal, as was the deduction of union
membership fees from workers paychecks
without proper authorization.

"| don't see how any factory can prevent
the workers from organizing. That would
be a violation of the law," he said, adding
that the workers should file a complaint
with the Labor Ministry. "They will do an
investigation."

Mr. Loo said factories could only
make deductions for union fees after they
have been "explicitly authorized by the
workers."

Continued to Pagel3
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Continued from page 12
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"I would be quite surprised, because
usualy-even with the authorization-the
factories are hesitant to make that deduction,”
he said.

Though it was "completely illegal”
for unionsto deduct membership feeswithout
officia approva, it iscommon, said Moeun
Tola, executive director of labor rights
organization Central.

"It happensin most of theworkplaces. ...
Some workers don't know which union they
are affiliated with or whether they are a
member," he said, adding that many workers
are afraid of speaking up for fear of termi-
nation.

"They confirm that their wage is

deducted, and when we ask why they don't
notify management to stop the deduction
of membership fees, they say they are scared
to do that, normally because they are on
short contracts," he said.

Mr. Tola said the issue was evidence
of alack of law enforcement, which was
applied inconsistently to the industry-par-
ticularly among "yellow" unions, which
are "company-sponsored unions' or
"unions influenced by the employer," and
independent unions. "Red" unions are not
affiliated with the government.

"It isvery confusing and very compli-

cated, which union isyellow, and which is
red. Some international unions don't even
want to talk about it," he said.

It was not just about education of
rights, he said, as some workers did not trust
that coming forward would yield results.

"Sometimes the yellow union works
closely with the management, so when you
refuse to join the yellow union, the con-
tract could be terminated or not renewed,”
he said, adding that "most people are not
brave enough” to file complaints.

Esther Germans, program manager
for Better Factories Cambodia, which
failed Southland in a 2013 assessment of
whether "workers are free not to join

union,” said that her organization had
reached out to CUMW and Southland over
the dispute.

"We know from visiting factories
every day that issues around freedom of
association can be complicated and
unclear, and that a good investigation will
need to take place before any definite con-
clusons can be drawn,” she said in an
emall.

"Depending on how the case will
unfold, we might take a closer look at the
issue, in coordination with the union, factory
management and brands," .
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Continued from page 10

RULING PARTY, OPPOSITION...

for thefledgling Grassroots Democracy
Party, said that both parties had a point,
though he urged caution at taking
Fresh News results at face value.

The CNRP'sbig pickup in commune
chiefs was "a very good take for the
opposition party,” he said. "They can
build a very strong momentum off of
thiskind of result.”

At the sametime, "it'sagood sign
for the ruling party that they could
maintain this kind of support” even
with high voter turnout, which has his-
torically favored the CNRP. And with
former party President Sam Rainsy

AUNRMSAINM  unUnmnmsmERatio iy
o o . o a o & s 3 o
Orny wing munygjusm 1 Jus:imsnm giesugusi

stuck abroad, the opposition, now led by
KemSokha, appeared less unified than
it had in 2013.

The victory "can be taken away
easy when you're not working together,
having the same vision, sending the
same mission,” he said.

Sophal Ear, author of "Aid
Dependencein Cambodia: How Foreign
Assistance Undermines Democracy,"
was less equivocal.

Polling station workers begin to
count votes in Phnom Penh's Chamkar
Mon district on Sunday. (Siv Channa
/The Cambodia Daily)

"It's a smashing victory in terms
of increase," he wrote in an email. "
think CPP strength is very serioudly
diminished at the commune levdl; if
thisis not a wake-up call that fear tac-
tics have had the opposite effect of
making people love the CPP even
more, then | don't know what will."

"The message ought to be: less
stick, more carrot," he added.

Sunday's election edged out 2013

as the country's most participatory
election in Cambodian history, with
the NEC tallying 6,743,329 voters and
no province reporting less than an 80
percent turnout. That topsthelast dection
by around 7,000 votes, and the 2012
ballot by over 1.7 million votes.

Early reports also suggested it was
among the most peaceful and credible
elections to date.

The NEC logged just one Election
Day complaint as of on Sunday
evening, according to Mr. Puthea.

NEC chairman SikBunhok praised
the two-week campaign period in spite
of threats by Mr. Hun Sen and other
senior CPP officias that any CNRP
victory could cause war, chaos and
death.

"The general evaluation found
that the political parties conducted the
election campaign within a politically
mature manner, compromising each
other more and obeying the principles
of law, regulations and procedures of
the éection campaign," he said at a
news conference.

A statement released by a coali-
tion of civil society groups that dubbed
themselves "The Situation Room" said
the election had largely gone "smooth-
ly, safely and peacefully," a view that
wasechoed by Trangparency Internationa
Cambodiain itsown initial news state-
ment.

Loca and international election
observers cited a handful of incidents,
including reports currently under
investigation by the Committee for
Free and Fair Elections in Cambodia
(Comfrel) of an influx of hundreds of
soldiersvoting in ahandful of communes
as well as areport in Kandal province
of threats against election observersin
two communes.

Among the first to vote was Mr.
Hun Sen, who blessed his ballot with a
kiss to the box where he cast it a a
teacher training center near hissprawling
egatein Kandd provinces Takhmao City.

"This ink looks like it can't be
erased,” he told reporters after voting,
holding his finger a oft.

The NEC admitted it purchased
the ink from an Indian supplier even
after its tests of samples showed it
could be removed using a hair care
product, sparking concerns among
election watchdogs and the CNRP.

The prime minister then rebuked a
foreign reporter with The Phnom Penh
Post after the journalist asked Mr. Hun
Sen which Continued to Pagel9
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RULING PARTY, OPPOSITION...

party had earned Mr. Hun Sen's
vote.

"A 'white eyes' just asked me who
| voted for," he said, using a phrase used
to describe Westerners.

"It looks stupid if the foreigner
asks questions like that,” he said,
adding it was every citizen's right to
keep their choice a secret.

Several hours later, CNRP
President KemSokha cast his ballot at
a primary school in Phnom Penh's
Meanchey district.

Fresh from a two-week campaign
tour that crisscrossed the country, Mr.
Sokha said he hoped the party would
"get more than 60 percent," seeming to
repeat past predictions that the CNRP
would win that share of the popular
vote.

"I know the strength of our sup-
port has increased since the last time,"
he said, before seeming to take aim at
the prime minister and other top CPP
officials who have warned of violence
if the opposition takes power.

"I believe that people don't want a
villain" in charge, he said.

The path that led Mr. Sokhato the
polling station symbolizes the party
president's tangles with the law last
year.

The  lawmaker represents
Kompong Cham province and used to
cast his balot there, but a series of
court cases last year sent him into hid-
ing at CNRP headquarters to dodge
arrest. Mr. Sokha briefly left the head-
quarters in October to register to vote
and was granted a royal pardon in
December for the charge that had led
authorities to seek his arrest.

Mr. Sokha and, in a break from
past campaign seasons, Mr. Hun Sen,
both spoke at peaceful end-of-cam-
paign ralliesfor their respective parties
in Phnom Penh on Friday that mobi-
lized tens of thousands, if not more
than 100,000, supporters from each
side. Both leaders returned to old
themes, with Mr. Sokha urging change
and decentralization and the prime
minister warning of war if the opposi-
tion took power.

That enthusiasm took a more
quiet turn a Kolab 1 primary school
on Sunday, which hosted five polling
sites for Phnom Penh residents of
Daun Penh didtrict's SrahChak com-
mune.

Some 80 percent of voters at one
of the five polling sites had aready
cast their ballot by 11 am., according
to CPP election observer Thach
Kimnhunt. Ms. Kimnhunt and other
observers from the CNRP, Comfrel
and the Cambodian Youth Federation
said the election at the station had pro-
ceeded smoothly, with voters largely
already aware of the procedures.

Health  Ministry  employee
lengSiripong, 45, accompanied by his
elderly parents, said that he had
observed none of the attempts at coer-
cion that accompanied past votes.

"It's better than before," he said.
"People know how to vote."

Voting was also afamily affair for
40-year-old PichTekimPhean, whose
floral blouse matched the one worn by
her mother.

"I was so happy | couldn't deep
last night," she said. And the voteitself
had been a breeze, she said. "l didn't
have to wait at all."

UchTheary, on the other hand,
said it taken her half an hour to cast her
ballot.

"I feel excited," the 22-year-old
secretary said. "'l voted for the one |
love"

Mr. Bunthet, the political analyst,
predicted the mellow mood would not
survive the next year as both parties
eyed the crown prize of a 2018 nation-
al election victory.

"I think there's going to be alot of
challenges of the vote, a lot of pres-
sure,” he said.

(Additional reporting by Hannah
Hawkins, KuchNaren, Sek Odom,
Chhorn Phearun, Janelle Retka, Ouch
Sony and Matt Surrusco)

paviour@cambodiadaily.com,
roeun@cambodiadaily.com,
obyrne@cambodiadaily.com
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GOVERNMENT PANSUSAMBASSADOR'S...

comments that were dismissed by
one government spokesman as character-
istically manipulative and duplicitous.

Speaking on the weekly "L et's Chat"
show on the U.S. Embassy Facebook
page, Mr. Heidt said the embassy had sent
40 teams across 14 provinces to observe
Sunday's vote.

The election, he said, went "very
well." But "there was some very hard
rhetoric before the election.”

"Some of the government ministers
said some very strong things. | think that
would have been better if that didn't hap-
pen," he added.

Defense Minister Tea Banh said he
would "smash the teeth" of anyone who
dared to protest the election results.
Numerous senior officials warned that an
opposition victory would spark war, with
Prime Minister Hun Sen himself saying
that he was willing to "eliminate 100 or
200 people" to prevent that outcome.

With Cambodia canceling annual
military drills with the U.S. in January
and bristling at perceived criticism from
the U.S. Embassy as it cozies closer to
China, Mr. Heidt said one of the most
challenging parts of his job was selling

U.S. cooperation to a "suspicious'
Cambodian government.

It was difficult explaining that "some
of the things we're trying to do, were
doing for very logical reasons that make
sense for both countries," he said.

But Cambodia has every reason to
doubt "manipulative” U.S. intentions,
according to Council of Ministers
spokesman PhaySiphan.

The government appreciated U.S.
President Donald Trump's vow not to
interfere in other countries affairs, he
said. But the local embassy continued to
meddle by issuing statements and sowing
anti-government sentiments in the popu-
lation, according to Mr. Siphan.

"One hand they shake hand with the
government, the other they interfere with
theinternal affairs of the government,” he
said.

Mr. Siphan added that the "strong
things' said by the ministers were just
warnings, not threats, made in the name
of law and order.

"We don't want anyone [to] cause
any trouble during...or after the elec-
tion," he said.
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AS COUNT TICKS UPWARD,...

compared to 487 spots for the
opposition-enough to win the election,
he claimed.

CNRP President KemSokha, who
predicted during the two-week cam-
paign period that the opposition would
win 60 percent of the popular vote,
said in aspeech at the party headquarters
in Phnom Penh on Monday that his
party won "amost 500 communes'
compared to the 40 won between its
two composite parties in the 2012
commune el ections.

That improvement "proves that
the CNRP has received a victory for
the next stage," he said.

A coalition of civil society organ-
izations that dubbed themselves the
"Situation Room" will present their
own results, which are based on inde-
pendent monitors, at a news conference
this morning, the group said.

Nearly 9 out of 10 registered voters
cast their ballots on Sunday, according
to the updated NEC turnout data-a
revision Sam Kuntheamy, head of the
Neutral and Impartial Committee for
Free and Fair Elections in Cambodia,
attributed to civic engagement rather
than foul play.

"Actually, I'm happy to see high
turnout,” Mr. Kuntheamy said.

The close outcome of the popular
vote would be helpful for votersinsofar
as it would encourage major political
parties to pay more attention to their
needs, said OuVirak, head of the
Future Forum think tank.

"My concern for the CPP is that
they read the results of this election
wrongly," he said.

The party's deep local networks
and incumbent advantage gave it a
significant edge over the opposition
in commune elections, according to
Mr. Virak, making the party's boasts
of sweeping victory on Monday seem
like either palitical posturing or naivety.

"The fact that they're losing on
such a scale should be awakeup call,”
he said, predicting the CPP would
"play more politics" with refined mes-
saging and increased pressure on the
opposition.

But the CNRP had failed to fully
capitalize on its "actually amazing"
Election Day performance because it
set expectations so high, Mr. Virak
said. The party would have been better
served by framing the elections as a
close race, he said.

Sunday's vote "should be seen as
a huge victory for the opposition
given al the challenges they had to
overcome," he said.

Prince Thomico defended Mr.
Sokha's forecast, claiming the party
raised the stakes for supporters. He
described the election as a "win-win"
by virtue of the CNRP's pickups and
the CPP's sustained majority of com-
mune seats and votes.

"I think it's enough to reassure
the people of Cambodiathat there will
be no war," he said, referring to
threats from Mr. Hun Sen and other
CPP |eaders that an opposition victory
would unleash violence.

"Because if everyone wins, there
will be no war."

(Additional reporting by Ben
Sokhean)
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Connecting 50,000 Khmer-speaking readers per month.
Free Newspaper copies are available in these cities:

Massachusetts: Rhode Island:
e Lowell e Providence
e Lynn/Revere e Cranston

muuTigeismitmenyints: 2017 Print Dates

igé ol Snwo iedgs June 12,26

3§ 90 8hwe feanin July 10,24

igé ocl 84 wo feajum August 07, 21
T§§ 00 §i bE feann September 11, 25
5§ o8 §i bm femgn October 09, 23
i3 oo Shwo isifmi November 06, 20
igé o6 & oc fzg December 04, 18

Soben Pin, Co-founder/Managing Partner;
Sochet Chhen, Office Coordinator
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Contact Soben Pin For Advertising Opportunities
Email: sobenpin@khmerpost.us

978-677-7163
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Office: KhmerPost USA, LLC. 45 Merrimack St. Suite 218A. Lowell, MA 01852
Hours: Monday - Friday. 9AM - 4PM

VISIT KHMERPOST.US
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summer FOOod ROCKS!

FINd SItes Serving Summer Meais

?ood, FUN & Sunr

W/

Merrimack Valley Food Bank is a Proud Sponsor of the USDA Summer Food Service Program 2017!!
Serving Lunches/Snacks to Children 18 and younger July thru August at a location below: (L) = Lunch (S) = Snack

Caleb Group 77 Chestnut St.

Christ Jubilee 101 Smith St.

Eagle Park 95 W. 6" St.

LCHC - Teen Block 161 Jackson St.

LCHC - Teen Block 33 Kearney Sq.

Lowell Housing Authority 580 Chelmsford St.
Lowell Housing Authority 21 Salem St.
McPherson Pool 1000 Bridge St.

North Canal Summer Program 517 Moody St.

O’Donnell Splash Pad 1170 Gorham St.
Lord Memorial Swimming Pool 81 Cross St.
YWCA 41 Rock St.

(L) 11:00 - 12:00 (S) 2:00-2:30
(L) 12:00-12:45

(L) 11:15-11:45

(L) 12:00 - 1:00 (S) 3:45-4:30
(S) 3:00-3:30

(L) 12:00 -12:45

(L) 11:45-12:30

(L) 12:15-1:00

(S) 9:15-9:45 (L) 12:00 -12:45
(L) 1:30 -2:00

(L) 12:15-1:00

(L) 12:00-12:30 (S) 3:00 - 4:00

USDA is an equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

July 10" Aug. 17"
July 10" - Aug. 18"
July 10" - Aug. 18"
July 10" - Aug. 17"
July 10" - Aug. 16"
July 11" - Aug. 18"
July 11" - Aug. 18"
July 10" - Aug. 18"
July 11" - Aug. 18th
July 10" - Aug. 18™
July 06" - Aug. 18"
July 10" - Aug. 18"




