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Cambodia dailly

King Flies Out Of
Country, Dodging
Party Law Signing

by Ben Sokhean and Ben
Paviour | July 24, 2017

King Norodom Sihamoni left the
country on Sunday just as he was
expected in the coming daysto be called
to sign a controversial set of changesto
the Law on Political Parties that critics
call unconstitutional.

His departure follows a formal

King Norodom Shamonl right, bids fareweII to Prime Minister
Hun Sen as National Assembly President Heng Samrin looks on.
(Khem Sovannara)

petition delivered by the CNRP on
Thursday asking the king to avoid
endorsing the changes, which could
hold the party liable for any endorse-
ment of or affiliation with its former,
exiled president Sam Rainsy.
Continued to Page 11
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Lending Solutions

Looking to purchase a new home in Massachusetts, New Hampshire or Maine,

or exploring the benefits of refinancing? Our team of seasoned Mortgage
Officers will guide you through the entire process from initial exploration of
financing options to the final closing. With decisions made locally, we are
flexible and responsive, and able to create solutions quickly and efficiently.

The Mortgage Center
at Enterprise Bank

978-656-5653 | 877-671-2265

We offer a wide range of programs and services
to assist you with your specific financing needs.

Get Your FREE Online Pre-Approval Today!

Member

EnterpriseBanking.com/Mortgage
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"The Joint

* | Commission
National Quality
Approval

Independence
Home Care

NOW HIRING RN’S AND CNAS
WE HAVE FLEXIBLE HOURS

SOUTHEAST ASIANS AND HISPANIC
SPEAKING ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.

Independence Home Care is a well-established Home Nursing Care Provider
based in Rhode Isiand that has been serving the community for over 10 years.
We are a Joint Commission Accredited Medicare/Medicaid Certified Agency
that is recognized as one of the top Home Nursing Care Providers in this state.

Health Services LLC

N7\ .

10 years of serving the commum’ry
Honorable, Trusted, Experienced.
Employed over 150 Southeast Asians.

401-369-7818.

433 ElImwood Ave. Providence, Rl 02907 401-437-8337 www.independencehs.com
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Group Adults Foster Care Program
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o iAjIgIGEIL ' e live in subsidized or public housing
ey b gl e age 22 years and older
o T o cligible for Masshealth Standard
x140] Lifftiﬂﬁﬂv ggms : Benefits you will get:
o MITBGIRNESYWGAT Y IIRSITAT HANM T Y IFYs eI M ARSI o personal care service in your home,
. ﬁgwrﬁm;g&ﬁmﬁﬁmﬁg}ﬁ e Medication Managemant
. fﬁsm:fﬁ:giﬁgemm@mgjggm SEA GG [EG] SHTeaIEnSit e an individual care plan developed by a registered nurse and case manager
. ﬁwﬁi’mﬁ?‘rmﬁ[gffm:%wgmﬁmﬁgﬁgm e ongoing monitoring of needs
o WEBAHMGAIRGHRH BETEW e 24-hour access to services

TESFUGIT SIS BERRE W PCA/ HHA needed
for Lowell, tynn, Revere, and Boston

SIS IVERNFNZE SogRtENS (SRS MARCEH
= ' [0 register, please contact:

BEVADIDERGINEHY SOHHUGIBSLITS: HEEhaTet Pasdng .
* S = o Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
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Continued from page 01

King Flies Out Of Country,...

And it repeats a similar trip he made
to China in March amid an earlier set of
amendments to the party law. At the time,
he also clamed to be making a routine
medical visit—which he has previously
said he makes every six months—but
apparently signed at least one other
decree while abroad and met with
Chinese leaders.

CPP officials on Sunday maintained
that the king was not making a political
statement by leaving.

“Thisisan annual visit that represents
the historical friendship between the royal
family and China built since the time of
late King Father Norodom Sihanouk,”
CPP spokesman Suos Yara wrote in a
message on Sunday. “Nothing political.”

In a letter dated Saturday, the king
said he was headed to China on Sunday
for a“medical checkup.”

Prime Minister Hun Sen joined other
senior CPP officials to see the king off at
the airport on Sunday morning, with the
prime minister wishing the king good
health in three Facebook posts.

Neither the posts nor the letter were
clear on when the king planned on returning,
with past visits sometimes spanning two
months.

The visit likely puts the proposed
law, which is currently under review by
the CPP-stacked Constitutional Council,
in the hands of Senate President Say
Chhum. Asacting head of state, Mr. Chhum

has authority only to sign the law and has
no veto power.

The far-reaching legidative revisions
bar political parties from consorting with
anyone convicted of crimes or featuring
them in party mediain addition to adding
new rules about party names and logos.
Mr. Hun Sen made clear that the rules
weretargeted at his longtime nemesis Mr.
Rainsy, who has lost legal challenges
observers call politically motivated.

Rights groups and the CNRP say the
changeswould curtail anumber of human
rights and violate the Constitution, while
the CPP says the revisions are necessary
to keep criminals out of palitics.

Political parties have begun prepar-
ing for the near-inevitable passage of the
law, with the CNRP replacing signs of
Mr. Rainsy and current President Kem
Sokha with images of its rising sun logo.

The chairs of the party’s working
group will meet on Tuesday to discussthe
changes, according to CNRP Vice
President Mu Sochua

Acting Sam Rainsy Party President
Teav Vannol continued to hold out hope
that the king had “dropped a message” to
Mr. Chhum advising him not to sign the
amendments.

But his party was preparing for the
worst with a meeting on Tuesday to dis-
CUSs a hew name, since its current one
would be barred under the new rules.

Continued to Page 15
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GOVERNMENT TO CONTINUE DRUG CRACK-
DOWN WITH NEARLY $1M BUDGET

by Phan Soumy and Matt
Surrusco | July 14, 2017

Prime Minister Hun Sen has
authorized a six-month extension of
the government's anti-drug campaign,
an anti-drug authority official said on
Thursday.

The campaign's second phase
will run to the end of the year, and the
Interior Ministry has alocated a $1
million budget to fund anti-drug edu-

KeKimyan, head of the National Authority for Combating Drugs, speaks at a
meeting formally announcing the government’s new anti-drug campaign last year in
Phnom Penh. (Siv Channa/The Cambodia Daily)
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Policy Consortium msm’?mgjmsigh
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cation, drug treatment, equipment and
bonuses for anti-drug police, said
MeasVyrith, secretary-general of the
National Authority for Combating
Drugs.

General Vyrith said he didn't
have details about how the money
would be spent. Spokesmen for the
Interior Ministry and the National
Police could not be reached.

Gen. Vyrith claimed the initia
six-month crackdown had improved

overall security and public order, and
said the government would push for
increased involvement from local
authorities during the second phase.

"The local commune and district
officials...need to not leave the anti-
drug work to the national-level offi-
cids," he said.

As of Thursday, more than
10,000 people had been arrested for
drug-related crimes since January 1,
surpassing the approximately 9,800
people arrested for those crimes in all
of last year.

CNRP spokesman Yim Sovann
said people throughout the country,
especially youth, continued to be con-
cerned about drugs.

If the CNRP was in power, Mr.
Sovann said, the party would promote
education, judicial reform, anti-cor-
ruption measures, and work to relo-
cate authorities responsible for
addressing drug crimes.

The police "arrest the drug crim-
inals to send them to the court and
then the court releases them,” he said.

"What is going on, we don't
know."

As in other nations, Cambodia's
war on drugs was "likely to result in
countlessharms," said Marie Nougier,
senior research and communications
officer at the International Drug
Policy Consortium, in an email.

"Since January, this has aready
resulted in a surge in people being
incarcerated for drug offences" in
Cambodia, leading to overcrowded
prisons and health concerns, Ms.
Nougier said.
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Global Fund Donates $98M Despite Graft
Investigation

Globa Fund will provide $98 mil-
lion to fight malaria, tuberculosis and
AlDs from 2018 to 2020, an officia said
on Thursday, with the donor seemingly
banking on improved oversight to prevent
alleged government fraud and nepotism it
described as recently as March.

The funding comes as the Anti-
Corruption Unit (ACU) investigates
Global Fund’'s most recent claims of fraud
involving travel expenses for staff who
remain employed by the country’s malar-
ia center.

leng Mouly, head of the Geneva-
based fund's country coordinating com-
mittee and the government’s National
AIDS Authority, confirmed the $98 mil-

lion total and said the funding represented
a decrease from the previous funding
cycle total of about $120 million.

“The Global Fund has less money
than before,” he said, and labeled the
recent allegations of corruption a “small
thing.”

About $48 million would be routed
through the U.N. Office for Project
Services (UNOPS), which took over
management of Global Fund’'s malaria
funding after a 2013 graft scandal. That
money would go to the governmental
National Center for Parasitology,
Entomology and Malaria Control (CNM),
according Continued to Page 14
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Continued from page 13

Global Fund Donates $98M Despite ...

to Mr. Mouly, while the remaining
$50 million would go directly to the Finance
Ministry.

Representatives for the Geneva-based
donor did not respond to requests for
comment. But the group has a history of
butting heads with the government over
graft.

A 2013 Globa Fund investigation
uncovered a far-reaching network of
Health Ministry corruption involved in
the procurement of mosquito nets, in
which the CNM’sformer director and one
of its deputy directors received more than
$410,000 in kickbacks to secure contracts
for mosquito net suppliers.

Globa Fund said the money was
repaid but the government declined to
prosecute the officials involved, with
ACU Chairman Om Yentieng going so far
asto claim the fund's investigation violat-
ed the officials' human rights.

The fund subsequently routed its
malaria donations through UNOPS, the
operational arm of the U.N., which was
supposed to monitor implementation by
CNM.

Globa Fund and CNM also had an
extended standoff in the aftermath of a
scandal over travel expenses, with CNM
refusing to comply with new risk mitigation

or perform antimalarial work in the latter
half of 2015.

A March report by Global Fund
uncovered fresh cases of fraud by 21
CNM staff, who it said double-billed
donorsfor $3,940 worth of travel expenses
with overlapping trips, al approved by
the center’s director, Huy Rekol. In some
cases, the amount of travel allegedly
exceeded the days in a month.

Senior members of the center,
including two unnamed deputy directors,
hired relatives in spite of their lack of
qualifications, or in one case, any work
experience whatsoever, according to the
report. Other relatives were brought on as
volunteers and earned income entirely
from per diem payments stemming from
field missions.

When Global Fund instituted spot
checks during the first half of last year, it
declined to refund almost $65,000 worth
of per diem requests, or over three-quar-
ters of the requests, because the travel
could not be verified or could only be ver-
ified with “adverse findings.”

Reached on Thursday, Mr. Rekol
denied the alegations.

“1 don’t know what you refer to, the
word corruption, because | don’t know
what it means,” he said. “This is just

someone [who] complains to us. But it is
not true.”

What appeared to be overlapping
trips that produced the double-billing
actually included junkets that had been
canceled and were only hilled to one
donor, according to Mr. Rekol. Other
branches of the government did full-time
hiring for CNM, he said, while UNOPS
handled the hiring of contractors.

“l don't know [why] they like to
complain,” he said of Global Fund,
adding that officials involved in the
alleged fraud remained employed while
what he said was an ongoing investigation
continued.

Mr. Yentieng of the ACU said that its
own investigation into Global Fund's
alegations was underway but could not

provide atimeline for its completion.

Global Fund said in the March report
that it would demand that the funds be
returned and would lay out a plan to
increase oversight of travel expenses by
the UNOPS as well as professional serv-
ices firm PricewaterhouseCoopers, which
has monitored the donor’s Cambodian
grants since 2015.

In spite of the alleged fraud,
Cambodia recorded just one Malaria
death last year as the number of tota
cases dropped by more than half, accord-
ing to CNM dtatistics.

“Now we are working hard,” Mr.
Rekol said. “Every day, we are working
hard.”

(Additional reporting by Ouch Sony)
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King Flies Out Of Country,...

Mr. Vannol suggested “Light of
Democracy Party” for the group, which
merged with Mr. Sokha's Human Rights
Party to form the CNRP in 2012 and
exists to preserve opposition senator
seats, but the party will also consider other
names.

Funcinpec party spokesman Nhep
Bunchin said his party had no choice but
to remove Prince Norodom Ranariddh from
party logos to comply with other provi-
sions of the law barring individuals from
party logos.

“You asked me, what is Funcinpec
going to do?| havenoidea,” hesaid. “It's
alegal procedure and we will respect the
law.”

Mr. Bunchin criticized the CNRP for

boycotting the vote on the law rather than
slowing its passage through debate, and
panned the opposition’s request for the
king's intervention as “useless.”

The king stepped into the political
ring in a February letter calling for voters
“not be concerned about oppression,
threats or intimidation by anybody” in the
run-up to the June 4 commune elections.

In March, he left the country for a
medical checkup in China as legidators
rushed through an earlier set of changesto
the law that was eventually signed by Mr.
Chhum.

Hisfather, King Norodom Sihanouk,
triggered a minor political crisis in 2004
when he declined to sign amendments to
the Constitution that ended a nearly year-

long political deadlock  between
Funcinpec and the CPP by alowing a
“package vote” for parliamentary and
cabinet positions. Then, as now, civil
society groups strenuously objected to the
changes, which critics said cemented the
power of Mr. Hun Sen and the CPP at the
expense of democratic institutions.

Then-King Sihanouk |eft the vote to
the “ conscience” of then-Senate President
Chea Sim, a factional rival of Mr. Hun
Sen who was promptly escorted under
heavy police surveillance to what CPP
officials claimed was a medical checkup
in Thailand. The law was ultimately
signed by Nhek Bun Chhay, then a senior
official in Funcinpec who has reappeared in
headlines in recent weeks after he and
several of his new political party’s sup-
porters lost their government positions.

In 2005, Mr. Hun Sen threatened to
dissolve the monarchy entirely after the
retired King Sihanouk said his son would

be abroad for a vote on a controversial
border treaty with Vietnam.

King Sihamoni’s latest trip is little
more than a “gentle gesture” in a system
that gives the monarchy only symbolic
weight, said Markus Karbaum, a German
political scientist with a focus on
Cambodia.

The king's actual role demanded that
he promote national unity through “polit-
ical-cultural folklore,” Mr. Karbaum
wrote in an email.

“Thereis a mutual dependency—the
king provides the framework for political
legitimation while the government
ensures the monarchy and the privileges
of the royal family,” he said. “Hence,
thereisonly very limited space to express
anotion of disagreement.”
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Reach Your Educational Goals with (®sé& T omnuigiijusnyiEng. .
MCC'sAdult Learning Center

The Middlesex Community
College Adult Learning Center (ALC)
offers FREE noncredit courses for
adult learners (ages 16 and up) who
live and work in Massachusetts.

Students are admitted to the pro-

gram throughout the school year,
September through May, on a space-
available basis. The next group regis-
tration will be held at 9 am. Tuesday,

"The Adult Learning Center
helps prepare students for success in
college, at work, and in the communi-
ty," said Kathy Innis, ALC Director.
Courses meet from 9 am. to 12:30
p.m. Tuesdays through Thursdays
(September-May), on the Bedford

campus.

Supported by a grant from the
Massachusetts  Department  of
Elementary & Secondary Education,
ALC classes are small, supportive,
and provide instruction in reading,

writing, mathematics, science and
social studies. Students also have
access to computer labs with special-
ized software to supplement class-
room learning and improve basic
computing/digital literacy skills.

Levels of instruction range from
adult basic education to High School
Equivalency Test (HISET® or
GED®) preparation. Students seeking
improvement of intermediate English
skills are also welcome to enroll.

For more information about
MCC's Adult Learning Center, con-
tact Allison Norton, Program
Coordinator, at 781-280-3662, or nor-
tona@middlesex.mass.edu, or visit
www.middlesex.mass.edu/adultlearn-
ing. Submitted by Kathy Register,
Senior Writer/Editor at MCC.
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Bruyere Gardens

D’YOUVILLE LIFE .55/' WELLNESS COMMUNITY

Bruyere Gardens
syugsdaivgaionn nAgd gjusphusitnsmegniisithemisSdsiteds
B8 (Bruyere Gardens) IHINSMIENSISIR] 975-979 Varnam Avenue [f4ig]iins i Affordable Elderly Housing Wait List Re-Opening

theos iosisiGaniiinn D's Youville Life & Wellness Community i mi{umesiinigii
Please be advised that in accordance with the Fair Housing Act, Bruyere

mgimi Nt tﬁjﬁjﬁi BUMIANsIEIwIgitharuedt T8
? Si ggeinny i m " rBigitha g Gardens located at 975-979 Varnum Avenue, Lowell, MA on the D"Youville Life
MIUMiss ﬁﬁmmmﬁﬂﬂmaﬁjmﬁmmﬁsmjmmWSLﬁHm'ﬁﬁﬁ SUMMESIEUMS | and Wellness Community Campus is announcing the re-opening of our housing

SgeBEEsanAiS e BeRRTgRanaE, nafew, anes, Hmime, ansmedagg, | wait list

975-979 Varnum Avenue, Lowell, MA 01854

HRANIS, TAG. ANSNMAMMUINMUI Jtwsgs | This notice is intended to affirmatively attract prospective low-income elderly
R s leolaty ‘fﬁmmsmﬁﬁngmsﬁﬁﬁﬁ'j i‘HS‘ﬁi‘jmﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬂijfﬁﬁ‘[‘mﬁfﬁngm[ﬁﬁ tenants of all minority and non-minority groups in the Greater Lowell housing

s o o . = e YT S e Lo market area, regardless of race, color, religion, disability, familiar status, national
HILmHWJH' Eﬁmmmﬁfﬁﬁﬁajﬁzmﬁmﬁjt@qmtﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁms° 1 ﬁLﬁﬁﬁnﬂmstmﬁmﬂm origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status or gender.
BUU ]S [0St [ mbs & $33,750 RIENUYSAIEIA 88 $38,550 fi{HIUHSM]
: All income eligible elderly persons (62) years of age or older either at or below

N
] o . e - - - N . | the median area income are encouraged to apply. The current income limit for
mﬁjtﬁiimshmimﬁmﬁmmﬁﬁnﬂtﬁﬁnﬂmﬁﬁ MUTIES SHINRTIAN JEIImsSiiony Bruyere Gardens is $33,750 for one person and $38,550 for two people.

tsﬁﬁanﬁﬁmmﬁtmmLﬁmnmmmﬁﬁﬁm tmmﬁmmﬁmsmtmﬁminsmmmmmn 1
nAERSMEIRMAIGissms MUiRuiigge iadun Fiwoon issHigligimitn
dwdummieithaqutis mis iBwmedaingini 975 Vamam Avenue [itgfiin e

Applications will be ranked by preference, date and time as outlined in our
Tenant Selection Plan on file and available for public review.

Applications will be available starting August 1, 2017 at the Bruyere Gardens

LR e . - - R .| main office located at 975 Varnum Avenue, Lowell, MA.
RIITASITIY (YIANAERNAGSIANAED Buen tHUEE unill thanwmignmig
wgtnnngjismitndwdisits s mds muiw:wegain (978)-569-1023 4 For questions, please contact Paula Eldridge-Yeiter, Director of Independent

Living at Bruyere Gardens, #978-569-1023

Bruyere Gardens does not discriminate on the basis of disability status in the admission or access to, or
treatment or employ t in, its federally assisted programs and activities.
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REACH THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
IN THE CAMBODIAN COMMUNITY

WITH COST EFFECTIVE =, (7
(9w
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING KhmerPost USA

PUBLISHING

Two Issues Every Month

READERSHIP

50,000 Monthly
600,000 Annually

Khmer Post USA Distribution
Locations Include:

* Households _
» Markets C
* Retail Businesses

* Restaurants
* Office Buildings

* Government Offices

* Chamber of Commerce
* Buddhist Temples

* [ aundromats

* And Much More

2017 PRINTING DATES
July 10 & 24
August 7 & 21
September 11 & 25
October 9 & 23
November 6 & 20
December 4 & 18

2018 PRINTING DATES
January 5 & 19
February 5 & 19

March 5 & 19
April 6 & 20
May 7 & 21
June 8 & 2

Advertising deadlines are 5 business days prior to printing date.

ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES
All ads are printed in Full Color

Ad Size (WxH) 1 Issue 3 Months (6 Issues) 6 Months (12 Issues) 12 Months (24 Issues)
5% Savings 7.5% Savings 10% Savings
Full (10” x 13”) $460 $2,622 $5,106 $9,936
1/2 (10" x 6.5”) 310 1,674 3,441 6,696
1/4 (5” X 6.5”) 165 940 1831 3,564
1/8 (5” x 3.25”) 90 513 999 1,944
CONTACT INFO

45 Merrimack Street ¢ Suite 218A ¢ Lowell, MA 01852
Tel: 978.677.7163 ¢ Fax: 978.677.7092 » Email: sobenpin@khmerpost.us

www.khmerpost.us
Khmer Post USA is a proud member of the Greater Lowell Chamber and Greater Merrimack Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau
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For your special day...
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celebrate in style and comfort.

UMASS
LOWELL

Inn & Conference
Center

50 Warren St., Lowell MA 01852

The UMass Lowell Inn & Conference Center provides timeless, modern
elegance with a relaxing atmosphere.

You and up to 450 guests will be catered to by our attentive staff, while you

We offer overnight lodging, scenic outdoor photo opportunities, and a
variety of ceremony spaces, including smaller rooms for showers, rehearsal
dinners, and engagement parties.

All of our menus can be personalized to suit your individual needs.
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UMass Lowell Inn & Conference Center

978-934-6920 877-886-5422 www.uml.edu/icc
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INTRODUCING THE NEW

MASTER..PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

AT UMASS LOWELL

APPLY NOW FOR FALL ADMISSION

Three practical, career-focused concentrations:

e Justice administration

e Human services management P

* Public humanities and the arts ‘
UMASS

LOWELL
Learning with Purpose
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