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WIN, LOSE OR SINK,
RACERS REVEL IN
TRADITION

by Ben Sokhean and Janelle
Retka | November 14, 2016

With the return of Water
Festival on Sunday, AttPhally was
glad to get back in the water and
paddle for the pride of his village.

"I'm happy that the boats are
racing again this year," he said on
Sunday afternoon. "I like it because
my ancestors also celebrated with
boat races from the Angkor regime
until now."

It was only the second round of
races for the 37-year-old. Long an
annual tradition, the festival in
Phnom Penh was canceled for three

Continued to Page 04
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Friendly consultations | Easy Transfers
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Attorney Louis S. Haskell

978-459-8359

16 Pine Street - Lowell, MA 01851
www.attorneyhaskell.com

PERSONAL INJURY
AUTO ACCIDENTS

We Speak Khmer, Lao, Thai
Evening Appointments Available
Free Parking
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Hillary Clinton

President elected _
Democratic
Donald Trump

Republican

Party

Nominee Donald Trump Hillary Clinton
Party Republican Democratic
Home state New York New York
Running mate Mike Pence Tim Kaine
States carried 30 + ME-02 20+ DC
Popular vote 61,934,411% 63,600,447
Percentage 46.57% 47.82%
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A crew member reaches for a water bottle as his team awaits their turn to

Continued from page 01

WIN, LOSE OR SINK, RACERS...

years after a stampede killed more
than 350 people during the last night
in 2010, and again last year due to
low water levels.

In the first round of races on
Sunday morning, Mr. Phally's team,
SaravoanDechoSencheyBaromey
from Phnom Penh's Daun Penh dis-
trict, had fallen behind their opponent

T Al -

compete in Water Festival boat races in Phnom Penh on Sunday afternoon.

(Alex Consiglio)

People gather on the bank of the Tonle Sap to watch

Water Festival boat races in Phnom Penh on Sunday

afternoon. (Alex Consiglio)
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and failed to catch up, he said.

"I'm feeling a lot of regret because
my boat lost the first round, but I will
really fight to win," he said, adding
that he hoped to make up for the initial
loss during races over the coming
days.

With 259 teams competing in
various divisions-including 76 elite
teams-the competition will culminate
in final races on Tuesday afternoon.

For Khan Mab, 41, recovering
from his team's loss would be even
more difficult. As his team, Preah
TinangRithyKIahan from Kandal
province, reached the finish line, their
boat quickly began to sink, leaving

the 75 paddlers in a panic as they went
down with it.

"I was really terrified. I thought I
could die," he said. "I held onto the
boat and swam a little and waited for
the marines to come."

The rival team had veered into
the path of his own and eventually
struck the side of his boat, causing it
to sink, he said. It was towed back to
the side of the riverbed, where it spent
the remainder of the day.

Mr. Mab said his team would not
relent. "We will go home today, and
tomorrow we will bring a smaller boat
to compete," he said, adding that
about 50 teammates could fit in the
backup boat.

"This is our tradition. Our ances-
tors also did boat racing and we are
the next generation, so we need to
continue our ancestors' traditions," he
added.

According to Touch Toeung from
Takeo province, much of this year's
festival remained true to tradition-at
least until pop music acts took over on
stages throughout the city in the
evening.

"I've come to Water Festival since
Sihanouk's regime," said the 75-year-old
of then-Prince Norodom Sihanouk's
rule starting in the 1950s. "I come to
reflect on those memories."

Back then, he said, the main dif-
ference was the duration of the festi-
val, which would stretch for seven
days rather than three. "There are not
many changes since I began watch-
ing. All the teams want to win to bring
honor to their village."

And per tradition, King Norodom
Sihamoni sat on Sunday where his
father did for many festivals before-at
the front of the central balcony over

Continued to Page 25
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CMAA to host 32nd Annual Celebration

by KhmerPost USA
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The Cambodian Mutual
Assistance Association of Greater
Lowell (CMAA) will hold its
32nd annual celebration on
Saturday December 3rd at
Sompao Meas Hall in Lowell.
The fundraising event will fea-
ture community recognitions, a
five course meal, live entertain-
ment by members of the youth
programs and Angkor Dance
Troupe.

Three award recipients will
be honored by the CMAA during
the event and they are the fol-
lowing: Kowith Kret for the
Community Hero Award, Jim
Wilde of the Merrimack Valley
Housing  Partnership  for
Community Partner Award, and
the Sompao Meas Hall for

Local Business Award.

CMAA, the oldest Cambodian
non-profit organization in Lowell
since 1984, has served the
Cambodian 1mmigrants and
refugees whoneeded assistance
and resources to resettle their
new lives in Lowell. Last year
alone, over 2,400 walk-in visits
by over 800 distinct individuals
have received assistance from
CMAA.

Sovanna CMAA

Executive Director noted the

Pouyv,

importance of community sup-
port, "Over the past 31 years,
CMAA has helped thousands of
families and individuals right up
until this very day. Without the
support of our friends, family
and community partners, we
wouldn't be able to assist indi-
viduals to become citizens,
vote, learn English and buy

homes for the first time."

One of the successful part-
nerships is the collaboration
with the Merrimack Valley Housing
Part-nership, together they have
educated and prepared nearly
700 Khmer speaking families
about  becomingthe home
owner.

"This year CMAA cele-

brates 32 years of service to the

Lowell community", said newly
appointed Board President
Virak Uy. "As we move for-
ward, we will continue to honor
our heritage and those who have
sacrificed for us in the past, heal
those who are still struggling
every day to survive so that they

can hope for a better future."

The event is on Saturday
December 3rdat Sompao Meas
Hall, 450 Chelmsford Street in
Lowell at 6:00 p.m. Tickets are
$50 and may be purchased by
calling 978-454-6200 at the
door.

GVSTFAIIAE

Cambodian

Mutual Assistance Association
of Greater Lowell,

Inc.

® ® ® o000

52ND ANNUAL GALA

CELEBRATING 32 YEARS OF COMMUNITY

EDUCATION &

EMPOWERMENT

QﬁHUHIﬁﬂ"‘i‘:‘UQmlﬂinmiﬁﬁi ﬂmmmmmm aiNEus
TICKETS $50 - PRESALE $45 (Available at CMAA)

e 000000

December 3,
6:00 PM -

2016
11:30 PM

Sompao Meas Restaurant

450 Chelmsford Street,

Lowell, MA

www.cmaalowell.org
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$5 off for any
Combination Reading

gIuNNMitu, sntlAighingh, JungNsins,

Tarot Card sywmuiyj mj”
Spiritual 1u{pdH

Palm iSnmiid
- [=1 9 .
Crystal iBugiini
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Sylvia Psychic & Spiritual Reading / 546 Rogers Street, Rt. 38, Lowell
978 937 0998

e Immigration
e Auto Crash
e Divorce

fﬂ‘H‘G’IﬁGﬁ TNM U % 978-459-5000 or 800-308-3766
www.thomasinlowell.com
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Law Office of Thomas Stylianos Jr.
287 Appleton St. Lowell MA 01852
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Hamilton Canal District: A Center
of American Innovation

Richard Howe, Jr

Several weeks ago, the Lowell City
Council voted to rename the Hamilton
Canal District the Hamilton Canal
Innovation District. Innovation is an
appropriate label to affix to this large parcel,
for innovation is embedded in its history.

The machinery for Lowell’s first
mill was built in Waltham but the

Merrimack Manufacturing Company
soon established its own machine shop to
construct machinery for use in the city’s
expanding mills. Incorporated in 1845 as a
separate company, the Lowell Machine
Shop was soon producing cotton machin-

ery, water turbines and even locomotives
for companies across America.

By 1860, Lowell was the second
largest city in Massachusetts with 36,000
residents with nearly 14,000 employed in
the city’s 52 textile mills. Each week,
those mills turned 800,000 pounds of cot-
ton into 2.4 million yards of cloth.
Railroads became increasingly important
to transport cotton to the city and finished
goods from the city to markets.
(Courtesy of ROC

The Lowell Machine Shop was one
of the first in America to build steam loco-
motives. In the early 1830s, one of
Lowell’s founders, Patrick Tracy Jackson,
heard of a new transportation technology
used in England — the steam locomotive.
Jackson purchased an English locomotive
and had it shipped to Lowell where
mechanics at the Lowell Machine Shop
used it as a model to build their own loco-
motives. One of the first was called
Patrick in honor of Patrick Tracy Jackson.
From 1835 to the 1860s, the Lowell
Machine Shop built 100 steam locomo-
tives.

Whether it was advanced mill
machinery, increasingly efficient water
turbines, or some of the first locomotives
built in this country, the Lowell Machine
Shop was a center of innovation in 19th
century America. The land it was built
upon is now known as the Hamilton
Canal Innovation District. As the city
seeks to turn the vision for this new
development into reality, we would be
wise to embrace the site’s past, and hope
that history repeats itself.

The Salvation Army Holiday
Season Has Sarted

by Soben Pin

On November 3rd, I attended
the Salvation Army of Greater
Lowell's 24th Annual Christmas
Castle Breakfast. It was a kick-off
event that marked the beginning of
the Holiday Season for The
Salvation Army. What this means is
that the Salvation Army has started
taking applications for families who
need help for Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Every child deserves
something for Christmas. Last year,
over 600 families received help,
1,300 children received toys &
clothing, and 3,000 senior citizens
were visited and given a gift. All this
was done by hundreds of volunteers
and through donations.

n

Peter Gervais

-

Tom 601den 3

At the breakfast, Peter Gervais,
General Manager of Gervais
Lincoln was honored for the Gervais
Family's long history of helping the
community, especially the Salvation
Army. The event was moderated by
State Representative Tom Golden,
and complimented by three other
speakers including: John Martin,
General Sales Manager of Gervais
Lincoln, Edward P. O'Nelil,
President of Corbett Development,
and Michael Conway, President of
Conway Insurance. It was a fun-
filled and heartwarming event.

The Salvation Army Radiothon
is on Saturday December 10th at
6am on 980AM WCAP, the annual
event that fundraises through the
auction items which
were donated by indi-
viduals and businesses
anything from sports
tickets to a diamond
ring. You may tune in
to listen and call in to
place your bid or make
your pledge by texting
'RADIOTHON" TO
414-44.
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Elk Grove makes history:

M eet

America'sfirst Hmong mayor

LT

The city of Elk Grove is making
history with the election of the first
Hmong mayor in the nation. Steve Ly
was a refugee, who came to the
United States as a child with no
money and not knowing how to speak
English.

Now, Ly is an American success
story and about to be sworn in as
mayor on Dec. 14.

By day, Ly is a juvenile hall
counselor. "Eight hours a day, I come
in and work with kids who have gotten

H"IS"’]I'"]S‘I

g&'
ys

m9 feynAn MwamNUINTRUEE guMIMmNURAmA
@fﬁs*ﬁiﬁawmmugwumu

MASSACHUSETTS

@ HEALTH
CONNECTOR

(68 A BB ARMIG: (U022
AEIFIMSHRB)UARAUSIUATHA!

the right place for the right plan

Boston
133 Portland Street
Boston, MA 02114

ninigline 1-877-623-6765 | TTY 1.877-623-7773

in trouble," he said. Ly said he is "trying
to make sure that they stay on the
right track."

But at night, Ly is an Elk Grove
city councilman. Next month, he
assumes his historic role -- but one
that he is downplaying.

Mike Luery/KCRA

Steve Ly smiles for KCRA on
Thursday, Nov. 10, 2016. He is Elk
Grove's mayor-elect and the first
Hmong mayor in the country.

"It doesn't matter whether you
came here 200 years ago or two
months ago," Ly said. "I think what's
important is that we -- as Americans -
- bring a story."

Ly's story is an important chapter
in American history.

It's the story of people escaping
persecution. The Hmong were
America's allies fighting against the
Communists in the secret war in Laos.
Ly's family fled the refugee camps of
Southeast Asia and landed in
America.

Contiuned to Page 22

Lowell
161 Jackson Street
Lowell, MA 01852
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SOCIAL MEDIA ARRESTS STUNT
WEB FREEDOM

byColin Meyn | November 16,
2016

Internet freedom has diminished
in Cambodia over the past year due to
arrests over social media posts and a
new telecoms law that gives the gov-
ernment broad control over mobile
phone and internet providers, a new
report says.

Internet access has expanded rap-
idly in recent years, thanks largely to
the spread of smartphones, a trend
that has loosened the ruling CPP's
grip on information and made much
of the population less reliant on tradi-
tional media outlets.

But the government has taken
steps over the past year to exert more
control over the web, causing a steep
decline in internet freedom, U.S.-
based think tank Freedom House says
in its new report "Silencing the
Communication Apps
under Pressure."

The report gives Cambodia a
score of 52 out of 100 and the label of
"partly free," placing it well ahead of
Vietnam, which has the least free
internet in Southeast Asia, and well
behind the Philippines, which has the
most open internet in the region.

"Cambodia passed an overly
broad telecommunications law that

Messenger:

put the industry under government
control, to the detriment of service
providers and user privacy," the report
says. "Separately, Cambodian police
arrested several people for their
Facebook posts, including one about a
border dispute with Vietnam."

Opposition lawmaker Um Sam
An, arrested in April over posts criti-
cal of the government's border work,
is among an increasing number of
Cambodians finding themselves
behind bars for Facebook posts
deemed criminal by the government.

OukKimseng, an undersecretary
of state at the Information Ministry,
said the posts were in fact criminal
and that non-government groups
would be far more helpful if they
helped educate people about responsi-
ble internet use.

"I don't think just because a few
people are arrested...freedom is being
restricted. That is not true," he said,
adding that expanding Internet access
and the lack of state censorship
showed the government's commit-
ment to internet freedom.

"There are no regulations or
restrictions on people using the inter-

t," he said. "They can surf any-
where."
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Banteay Meanchey 63.34%
Kratie 68.73%
Phnom Penh 70.08%
Tbong Khmum 70.10%
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VOTER REGISTRATION LAGS WITH 12
DAYS REMAINING

byKuchNaren | November 17,
2016

Election officials toured the
country during this week's Water
Festival holiday to investigate a
recent sharp drop-off in the pace of
voter registrations, but no glaring
were found, a National

Committee (NEC)

1ssues
Election

spokesman said on Wednesday.
"The NEC will not extend the
deadline for registrations,"

said Hang

Source: MNationc! Election Commiliee

Puthea, a spokesman for the commit-
tee who visited the provinces of
TbongKhmum and Kompong Cham.
"Most local residents in almost all of
these communes have already regis-
tered."

None of the delegations to the
country's 25 provinces reported any
obvious problems, he said.

Both TbongKhmum
Kompong Cham are relative laggards
in registrations, stuck at 70.1 and 70.5
percent of eligible voters registered,
respectively, both falling below the
national average of 74.4 percent.

Nationwide, after a brisk first
two months, registrations have
slowed significantly in recent weeks,
from more than 100,000 a day during
the first 40 days since the start of reg-
istration in September to about
30,000 last week.

This week's Water Festival holi-
day caused a slight uptick in registra-

and

tions, Mr. Puthea said, to about
50,000 registrations a day across the
country.

"It was a very bad decline lately,
and some days there were less than
30,000 voters registered," he said.
"But during the three days of the
Water Festival, many garment work-
ers returned to their home provinces
and they registered there."

Even if the holiday pace was
maintained, total registrations would
not reach 80 percent by the November
29 deadline.

Mr. Puthea, nevertheless, said he
was satisfied with current totals. The
bulk of the remaining unregistered
voters were likely working abroad, he
said.

"We don't believe that we will be
able to register 100 percent, but we at
least have more than 74 percent of
voters registered across the country,"
he said.

The two slowest provinces for
registrations are Battambang and
BanteayMeanchey, both along the
border with Thailand, which hosts
more than 1 million Cambodian
migrant workers according to some
estimates. Just 63.3 percent of voters
have been registered in both
provinces.

Workers abroad cannot register
or vote unless they return to their
home communes, despite requests by
the CNRP to have special registration
centers set up along the border or
other channels to cast ballots from
abroad.

George Edgar, the ambassador in
Cambodia for the E.U., which togeth-
er with Japan has funded the new
computerized voter registration sys-
tem, said he was confident that any
issues were being dealt with appropri-
ately.

"We have followed the voter reg-
istration process closely, and congrat-
ulate the  National Election
Committee on their work so far," he
said in an email.

(Additional reporting by Michael
Dickison)
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GOVERNMENT IS WATCHING YOU,
OFFICIAL TELLS PROTESTERS

by Sek Odom | November 1, 2016

Though a small group of "Black
Monday" protesters went undisturbed
during a brief protest in their neighborhood
on Monday, Phnom Penh's deputy governor
warned that authorities were still monitoring
them in order to compile evidence that
could later be used in court.

The campaign, which limped into its
26th week, was launched in reaction to

the arrest of four officers from rights

group Adhoc and an election official who
previously worked at the NGO.

BovSophea, center, speaks into a
bullhorn during the latest 'Black Monday'
protest in Phnom Penh's BoengKak com-
munity on Monday. (SivChanna/The
Cambodia Daily)

It has since dovetailed with other
issues, including calls for a full investigation
into the murder of political analyst Kem
Ley and the release of land rights activist
TepVanny.

After about 30 activists gathered in
the eviction-hit BoengKak neighborhood
at about 9 a.m. on Monday for the latest
demonstration, deputy municipal gover-
nor KhuongSreng said authorities were
monitoring the protest.

"We are not the prosecutors, so we
can't find out if they have committed a

crime or not-that's the prosecutor,” he

said. "However, every day we are keeping
record of their activities."

Government officials have previously
said that taking part in a Black Monday
protest was a crime in itself, equating the
campaign to an "urban rebellion" and
"color revolution."

BovSophea, an activist who was sen-
tenced to six days in prison for "insulting"
officials during a cursing ceremony at a

Black Monday protest in August, said

52-;;%85 1!' . y

+

authorities should be looking for real
criminals.

"What is it in City Hall's job that
means they need to record our activities?
They should go to record drug dealings or
anarchic shootings," Ms. Sophea said.

Dozens of activists turned out in var-
ious locations for the first Black Monday
protest on May 9, leading to eight arrests.
More arrests in ensuing weeks saw the
number dwindle as the groups that
launched the campaign backed away.
Some weeks there have been no public
protests.

Chan Puthisak, another BoengKak
activist, said protest leaders were left with
little choice but to keep the campaign
close to home.

"Some residents are scared of the
authorities," he said. "So we decided to

hold it in the community."
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KEM SOKHA SAYS PEOPLE, NOT WALL,
MUST PROTECT BORDERS

byKhuonNarim | November 21,
2016

Invoking U.S. President-elect Donald
Trump's pledge to build a wall on the border
with Mexico, deputy opposition leader
KemSokha said Cambodia could not
afford such infrastructure, but still must

.

—

opposition's previous campaigns criticizing
the government's work defending the bor-
der-focusing on ongoing Vietnamese
incursions-had failed to offer constructive
solutions.

"We have attacked them, but we

don't have new recommendations, so we
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focus on securing the border with
Vietnam.

Mr. Sokha was speaking on Sunday
to hundreds of youth activists at the
CNRP's Phnom Penh headquarters, where
he told them to focus their campaigning
for upcoming elections on the CNRP's
plan to strengthen border protection. The
CNRP has long campaigned against ille-
gal Vietnamese immigration and
Vietnamese incursions into Cambodia.

Deputy opposition leader Kem
Sokha, center, claps along with senior
lawmaker TioulongSaumura, left, during
a gathering with youth activists at the
CNRP's Phnom Penh headquarters on
Sunday, in a photograph posted to Mr.
Sokha's Facebook page.

"We have to develop the border by
getting a lot of people to live along the
border. First, build boundary roads along
the border; second, markets, pagodas,
jobs, factories and agriculture farming,"
Mr. Sokha said.

The acting CNRP president said the

could not find national reunification," he
said.

The CNRP led various trips to dis-
puted areas along the Vietnamese border
in the middle of last year, prompting the
government to release diplomatic notes to
Hanoi asking Vietnam to halt construction
or pull back from contested border sites.

Prime Minister Hun Sen largely
silenced the campaign by ordering the
arrest of opposition Senator Hong Sok
Hour in August last year and announcing
that anyone claiming that the government
was using the wrong maps to define the
border would face a similar fate.

However, the issue has not gone
and Border Affairs
VarKimhong made the remarkably frank

away, Minister
admission last month that Cambodia was
helpless in stopping Vietnam from building
in at least one "white zone," areas that
both countries have agreed to stay out of
until they agree on the border line.

"We asked them to stop, but they did

Continued to Page 21
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byPhan Soumy | November 21,
2016

Less than a month after a ban was
announced on surrogate pregnancies,
an Australian and Cambodian nurse
and Commerce Ministry official were
arrested by anti-human trafficking
police in Phnom Penh on Friday
evening for operating a surrogacy
clinic, officials said on Sunday.

Keo Thea, chief of the city's anti-
human trafficking bureau, said that
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Australian national Tammy Davis-
Charles, 49, who is listed as director
of the Fertility Solutions PGD clinic,
was detained on Russian Boulevard
while she was traveling toward
Phnom Penh International Airport
after being monitored for 10 months.

Two Cambodian nationals, Penh
Rithy, 28, an officer at the Commerce
Ministry, and SamrithchanChariya,
35, a nurse at the Phnom Penh
Referral Hospital, were detained at
separate locations in the capital earli-
er in the evening, he said.

"In this case, we conducted a pri-
mary investigation because we knew
that there are ringleaders persuading
women to be surrogates,” Mr. Thea
said, adding that Ms. David-Charles
was also suspected of faking docu-
ments, although he declined to
divulge details.

"It's like the work that our author-
ities do on cases where ringleaders
persuade women to go to China," he

RALIAN FOUNDER OF SURROGACY
FIRM ARRESTED AFTER BAN

said of the surrogacy trade.

Ms. Davis-Charles, who charges
clients around $50,000 for her servic-
es, moved her business from Thailand
to Cambodia last year after the mili-
tary junta shut down surrogacy clinics
in the country, he said.

"She has done many in
Thailand," he said. "When Thailand
closed it down, she came to do it in
Cambodia."

Five surrogate mothers have
given birth to six children in
Cambodia this year after receiving
payments from between $10,000 to
$12,000 through Ms. Davis-Charles'
company, which had also made
arrangements for about 20 surrogate
mothers who are still pregnant, Mr.
Thea said.

"She said she helped poor
Cambodians," Mr. Thea said. "She
persuaded them to do the surrogacy
and told them that there is no harm."

A meeting involving authorities
from the anti-human trafficking unit,
the justice and health ministries, the
Australian Embassy and pregnant sur-
rogate mothers would be held on
Thursday to figure out what to do
next, Mr. Thea said.

"We have thought about the risks
that could happen afterward. We have
thought about them and already pre-
pared for them," he said, adding that
specific duties and responsibilities
would be decided during the meeting.

Ms. Davis-Charles is set to be
sent to the Phnom Penh Municipal
Court today while the
Cambodians were questioned at the
court on Sunday and would return
today, he said.

The Fertility Solutions PGD
website contains numerous positive
testimonials from clients, including
one from February in which a couple
named Duncan and Erin are quoted as
saying, "Thank goodness for the inter-
net. And thank you to the universe for
sending us Tammy."

The arrests come after Health
Minister Mam Bunheng announced a
ban on surrogacy-part of a wider
proclamation officially released by
the ministry-to representatives of

Continued to Page 22
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Continued from page 18

Minister Backs L egal

not listen to us," Mr. Kimhong said
of a Vietnamese border guard office that
was being built in a white zone in
Ratanakkiri province.

"Please tell me: If they don't stop,
what can we do?" the minister asked. "Do
you want Cambodia to start a war with
Vietnam to stop the construction?"

Mr. Sokha said on Sunday that there
were more effective ways for Cambodia
to defend its land if proper resources were
devoted to the efforts, pointing to the fact
that many Thai and Vietnamese citizens
live relatively well along their country's
borders.

"Why do a lot of their people live on
the border? They get encouragement,
enough water, job creation, loans without
" Mr. Sokha said.

"We have to provide agricultural

interest rates,

technicians. Second, provide capital free
of interest rates or given at low interest
rates. Third, make sure to find a market
for whoever lives along the border," he
added.

Building a physical barrier along the
border, however, was out of the question,
Mr. Sokha added, referencing the promise
from Mr. Trump to build a "impenetrable
and beautiful" wall to keep illegal
Mexican immigrants out of the U.S.

"Our National Rescue Party already
has a policy: When we win the election to
lead the country we will protect the bor-
der-we don't have money to build a wall
like Mr. Trump," Mr. Sokha said.

Ruling party spokesman SokEysan
said that some of Mr. Sokha's suggestions
for encouraging better lives along the bor-
der were absurd, and that the CPP had

already been implementing others.

"It is the speech of a cheater. Does
any government in the world give loans to
people without charging an interest rate?"
he said. "It is the gamble of campaigning.
It is easy to say such things."

Mr. Eysan said that other parts of
Mr. Sokha's border plans mirrored those
of the CPP, which had already worked to
turn war-torn areas into livable border
towns.

"We worked to change the border
line that was a war field before to become
a developed area with markets and har-
monization between people and people
and country and country, so he said this
after the CPP," he said.

OuVirak, a political analyst who has
criticized the CNRP for falling back on
anti-Vietnamese rhetoric to gain support,
said the border issue was a major concern
of the people, but needed to be discussed
in a way that did not fuel already wide-
spread anti-Vietnamese sentiment.

"I think the border is an effective
issue. It's one of those issues that the CPP
finds very difficult to shake off because
the CPP refuses to discuss the history,"
Mr. Virak said.

"It all depends on how they raise the
issue, and from past campaigns they have
been pretty racist in their remarks and the
things they said, so that's dangerous," he
said of the CNRP.

"But also, while they raise the issue
of a secure border, it went too far in the
sense that they didn't have a concrete or
reasonable proposal for how to deal with
it."

(Additional reporting by Colin
Meyn)
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Continued from page 19

AUSTRALIAN FOUNDER OF....

Cambodia's medical community
on October 31.

That decisions came shortly after
Justice Minister AngVongVathana
called for a law banning surrogate
pregnancies. The Health Ministry has
clarified that the current ban will
remain in place until a law regulating
the practice comes into force.

Justice Ministry spokesman Chin
Malin said on Sunday that the law,
meant mainly to protect the
Cambodian surrogates and children,
was being prepared, but he was
unsure when it would be ready.

"They are studying and learning
from experiences from other coun-
tries that have prepared this law and
how they enforce them and we are
going to see how we should prepare it
to align with the context of
Cambodia," he said.

Sam Everingham, director of
Australia-based advocacy group
Families Through Surrogacy, called

on the Cambodian government to
guarantee "the safe exit of newborns
and their new parents."

"This is a clear message from the
Cambodian authorities that they are
serious about their recent announce-
ment of a ban on surrogacy arrange-
ments," Mr. Everingham said in an
email.

"Unfortunately, the arrests of Ms
Charles and others will be very wor-
rying for the surrogates she has
employed and the many intended par-
ents on her books-most of those being
Australians," he said.

"Cambodian surrogates may be
concerned for their own safety and
take matters into their own hands.
The Cambodian government must
immediately provide reassurance to
pregnant surrogates that they will not
be prosecuted."

(Additional reporting by George
Wright)

Continued from page 08

Elk Grove makes history:...

The Hmong people are an ethnic
group with their own language and
culture -- but without a country. Most
of them hail from Laos, but they fled
to the U.S. when the Communists
took over and now Minnesota and
California have the largest Hmong
communities in the country.

"I happen to be of Hmong decent,
yes," Ly said. "Thirty-plus years ago,
I came here as a refugee as a 4-year-
old. And I was very fortunate to take
advantage of a free public education.
And I was very fortunate to attend UC
Davis."

After college, he became active
in the Hmong community.

Back in 2007, when General
VangPao, a hero in the Hmong com-
munity was falsely accused of plotting
to overthrow the Communist government
of Laos, Ly served as a rally organizer.
In the end, Pao was vindicated when
the U.S. Attorney's Office dropped all
the charges against him.

That was then.

But now, Ly said he wants to
make sure Elk Grove is properly com-
pensated if state and federal authorities
approve the controversial Wilton
Rancheria Resort and Casino.

"The jurisdiction of the city
council is not that of bringing a casino
in," Ly said. "It was to make sure that
the constituents of the city of Elk
Grove get their fair share in the event
that it did come."

Ly said he's focused on bringing
jobs to Elk Grove and to help ease
traffic congestion.

"The council has done a tremen-
dous job this past year alone," Ly
said. "We've identified and brought in
about 6,000 jobs -- but there's still a
lot of work to do."

As Elk Grove Mayor-elect, Ly
will make only $9,600 a year, which
explains why he'll continue to work
two jobs.

As one city hall insider told
KCRA, "Being mayor is a full time
job with part time pay."

LEGEND

AUTO BODY INC.
(978) 458-2085

Services
e Auto Body
¢ Auto Mechanics

e Foreign and Domestics
e State and Insurance Certified
Towing - 978-815-9957 (K.C)
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Continued from page 04

WIN, LOSE OR SINK, RACERS...

looking the river and the races.

About 2 million people are
expected to attend this year's festival,
according to City Hall spokesman
Mean Chanyada-a stark contrast to
the turnout of the 2014 festivities,
when the city said less than 100,000
attended in the first two days.

Arriving from Takeo province
with four friends to take part in her
first Water Festival, 16-year-old Nak
Net said she had long awaited the day
she could take part in the tradition.

"I wanted to come here a few
times already, but I couldn't find any-
one to go with," she said. "I heard
people who had been before saying
that they were very happy here, so |
wanted to feel like them."

While Net had not actually
watched any boat races on Sunday,
just being amid the buzz of the action
was worth the trip, she said.

"I can hear them cheering and it
makes me so happy."

RELATED COVERAGE

TAKHMAO CITY, Kandal
province - Tens of thousands of eager
spectators lined the riverbanks of the
TonleBassac here over the weekend
for the first boat races of the year, a
precursor to the Water Festival and a
return to normalcy after the races
were canceled last year.

October 17, 2016

Thousands Watch as Annual Boat
Racing Kicks Off in Kandal

Races Raise Excitement for
Return of Water Festival
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Read us online at www.khmerpost.us

KhmerPost USA is the only Cambodian newspaper that has the highest circulation
and is most read in the Cambodian communities in the Greater Merrimack Valley, Boston
and beyond. It provides important news and information to a market that is often isolated
from the larger community due to a language barrier. This includes the national and inter-
national news, and the practical local information concerning health, education, politics,
businesses and community involvement.

Publication Frequency
24 times a year. Prints on every other Friday
General Information
Circulations: 10,000 free copies per month
Distributions:
* 60 locations in Lowell, MA (3,000 copies per issue)
25 Locations in Lynn and Revere, MA (500 copies per issue)
* 25 Locations in Cranston & Providence, RI (1,000 copies per Issue)

2016 & 2017 Publication Dates
* December 2nd & 16th, 2016 January 6th & 20th, 2017
 February 3rd & 17th, 2017  March 10th & 24th, 2017
* April 7th & 21st, 2017 May 5th & 19th, 2017
* June 9th, & 23rd, 2017 July 7th & 21st, 2017
* August 4th & 9th, 2017 September 8th & 22nd, 2017
* October 6th & 20th, 2017 November 3rd & 17th, 2017
* December 8th & 22nd , 2017
* all ad materials are due one due one week prior to the publishing date.
Advertising Rates ey —
Ad Size 1lissue 3 month 6 month 12 month Gy [ 9P dRe [ o

KhmerPost USA _ KhmerPost USA
5% off  7.5% off 10% off e ﬁtﬁ#*};‘;‘g@mm,ﬁm“ﬂﬁ
full 460.00 2,622.00 5,106.00 9,936.00 208 _ i S S SN, (SN SR
1/2 310.00 1,674.00 3,441.00 6,696.00 i : =
1/4 165.00 940.50 1,831.50 3,564.00

1/8 90.00 513.00 999.00 1,944.00

e 1 b e 1 B o

Ads Sizes & Dimensions = : =
| Full page inside ~ (13"x10") =yl - ‘“‘"“"‘“““‘“/:x I
172 page color (6.5"x10") e e
1/4 page color (6.5"x5")

1/8 page color (3.25"x5")

Office: 45 Merrimack Street. Suite 218A. Lowell, MA 01852
Tel: 978.677.7163. Cell: 978. 656.8141. Fax: 978.677.7092
Email: sobenpin@khmerpost.us | www.khmerpost.us

New ! We accept credit Cards :

Schedules and Rate revision and effective September 1%, 2015
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