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CNRP registered 11,572 candidates

for June's commune elections-one
for every seat-in what's likely to
prove a bellwether for next year's all-
important national election.

A few days later, Senate
President Say Chhum, a stalwart of
the long-ruling CPP, signed off on
legidation giving his government
sweeping new powers to do away
with any party over vaguely worded
offenses, |eft to its own discretion to
interpret. Prime Minister Hun Sen,
facing his toughest test in a quarter
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For your special day...
A RO T

The UMass Lowell Inn & Conference Center provides timeless, modern
elegance with a relaxing atmosphere.

You and up to 450 guests will be catered to by our attentive staff, while you
celebrate in style and comfort.
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We offer overnight lodging, scenic outdoor photo opportunities, and a
variety of ceremony spaces, including smaller rooms for showers, rehearsal
dinners, and engagement parties.

All of our menus can be personalized to suit your individual needs.
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UMass Lowell Inn & Conference Center

50 Warren St., Lowell MA 01852 978-934-6920 877-886-5422 www.uml.edu/icc
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e Sompao Meas Restaurant | 450 Chelmsford Street, Lowell, MA
6:00 p.m. -9 :00 p.m. Program
9:00 p.m. -11:30 p.m. Dancing and Celebration
For more information please call 978.275.1823 or email mfo@angkordance org
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Group Adults Foster Care Program
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o T o cligible for Masshealth Standard
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. fﬁsm:fﬁ:giﬁgemm@mgjggm SEA GG [EG] SHTeaIEnSit e an individual care plan developed by a registered nurse and case manager
. ﬁwﬁi’mﬁ?‘rmﬁ[gffm:%wgmﬁmﬁgﬁgm e ongoing monitoring of needs
o WEBAHMGAIRGHRH BETEW e 24-hour access to services

TESFUGIT SIS BERRE W PCA/ HHA needed
for Lowell, tynn, Revere, and Boston
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* S = o Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
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FIND YOUR PARK with Free Family Fun —
National Park Week at Lowell National Historical Park
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Lowell, Massachusetts. — In
town for April break? Make Lowell’s
April PLAYcation your destination
for free family fun in our community!
April PLAY cation is an annua festival
of family activities that gets kids
involved in the life of their city during
April school vacation, April 15-23,
2017. Events are hosted by Lowell
National Historical Park and several
partner organizations and take place
at locations throughout Lowell. All
programs are free, but many require
pre-registration — plan ahead and reg-
ister early! The complete schedule of
events will be available starting April
1 at www.lowellkidsweek.org.

PLAY cation offers over twenty
free programs and builds connections
among adiverse group of local organ-
izations, agencies, and businesses in
the city. Kids and families will enjoy
an exciting variety of new programs,
as well as many returning favorites.
There's something for everyone, from
toddlers to teenagers.

April PLAY cation also coincides
with National Park Week, an annual
celebration of “America’s best
idea’in more than 400 national park
sites across the country. In addition to
the PLAY cation programs, check out
al the free family fun happening in
Lowell during National Park Week:

- Your City Saturday: Saturday,

oo
S 3

LOWELL NATIONAL
HISTORICAL PARK

April 15th. Lowell National Historical
Park is kicking off April School
PLAY Cation week with afree, fun day
exploring the Boott Cotton Mills
Museum and the Tsongas Industrial

=

" .
History Center. Stop by the Center on
the 3rd floor of the Boott Cotton Mills
Museum (110 John Street) anytime
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. This month’'s
Your City Saturday offers an afternoon
of hands-on history! Think like an

engineer in the design, build, and test
challenge. Time travel and handle
objects immigrants brought with them
to Lowell. Card, spin, and weave, and
learn how cloth is made.

Fee-free days at Boott Cotton
Mills Museum: On April 15th, 16th,
22nd and 23rd (the weekends on
either end of National Park Week),
bring the family for a free visit to the
museum and experience the sights
and sounds of an operational 1920s era
weaveroom, and the stories of Lowell’s
mills and workers. The Boott Cotton
Mills Museum is open daily from

9:30 am. to 5 p.m.

Junior Ranger Day: Saturday,
April 15th. Explore, Learn, Protect!
Kids can take part in a museum scav-
enger hunt, earn abadge and certificate,

-..{:J:r'_,a !
Uiy f);f ==

BiiandTvi)

and becomeaL owel| Nationa Historical
Park junior ranger. All day at the Boott
Cotton Mills Museum (and through
PLAY cation week, while supplies
last).

Celebrate Earth Day:

PLAY cation includes arts workshops
focused on crafts and activitiesto prepare
for the Lowell Earth Day celebration
on Sunday, April 23. The celebration
is sponsored by UMass Lowell and
presented by the university and com-
munity partners. The celebration
kicks off with a parade from the
Lowell National Historical Park
Visitor Center at 12 noon on Sunday,
April 23. The parade will finish at
UTEC Lowell (35 Warren Street)
where the Earth Day Festival will
take place from 12 noon to 3:30 p.m.
For more on Lowell’s Earth Day, visit

http://www.lowellearthday .org/.

Free parking is available at the
Visitor Center lot at 304 Dutton
Street. The Boott Cotton Mills
Museum is a 10-15 minute walk from

the Visitor Center lot. Paid parking is
available one block from the museum
with on-street metered parking, or the
city parking garage at John and
French Streets.
For more

information on

PLAY cation events and activities,
visit www.lowellkidsweek.org/. To
learn more about park offerings, the
Junior Ranger program, the Boott
Cotton Mills Museum, the Mill Girls
and Immigrants Exhibit, ranger-led
tours, and upcoming special events
stop by the Visitor Center at 246
Market Street, contact Lowell
National Historical Park at (978) 970-
5000, or visit www.nps.gov/lowe .

Submitted by Philip S. Lupsiewicz,
NPS
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APRIL 8 - 9:30a.m.

LOWELL CAMPUS

Learn more about ...

FREE TUTORING SERVICES PLACEMENT TESTING

ACADEMIC, CAREER & DUAL ENROLLMENT
TRANSFER COUNSELING DISABILITY SUPPORT

Conference i

Cambodia's Cultural Heritage ina Modern World

FRIDAY MARCH 31% 5-7em

Reception & Photo Show at UnchARTed Gallery
Visions of Cambodia to Benefit Cambodian Living Arts
103 Market St., Lowell RSVP: goo.gl/GXVKM

KEYNOTE
RN ot SATURDAY APRIL 1% 9av-4p
The Mekong River System and Its _ 2 - -
Impact on Cambodia Keynote ~Presentations~Community Connections
Professor of History MCC Federal Building Assembly Room

University of Hawai'i 50 Kearney Sq., Lowell, MA

4 70+ degree and certificate programs and
L hundreds of noncredit courses. Eamn a degree,

*‘% start a bachelor’s or upgrade your skills.

For more information, call 1-800-818-3434 orvist ()@@ @) @&

www.middlesex.mass.edu #myMCC
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GOVERNMENT DEEMS KEM SOKHA'S
PRESIDENCY ILLEGITIMATE

by Ben Sokhean | March 24, 2017

Interior Ministry officials said the
CNRP's promotion of Kem Sokha to
party president and three officials to
vice president violated internal party
rules, issuing vague threats of legd
consequences that could potentially
imperil the standing of the opposition
party's candidates ahead of June com-
mune elections.

In aletter sent on Wednesday by
Interior Minister Sar Kheng to CNRP
executive committee chairman Yim
Sovann, he said the party's reshuffle,

Interior Minister Sar Kheng gestures toward deputy opposition leader Kem Sokha
in 2015 at the National Assembly in Phnom Penh, where the two met to discuss recent
political issues. (Siv Channa/The Cambodia Daily)
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which came about two weeks after
Sam Rainsy resigned as party presi-
dent, violated the party's own bylaws,
which mandates an 18-month gap
before selecting the leader unless the
position becomes vacant within 18
months of a national election.

The letter did not specify what
action the government would take, and
ministry spokesman KhieuSopheak on
Thursday was cryptic about why the
internal infraction merited government
atention.

"Whether they take action or nat,
it's not the ministry's decision, but it is
in the law,” General Sopheak said,
dedlining to pecify which law-if any-hed
allegedly been violated.

"What we told them is enough,”
he said. "They will understand it. For
example: There is a ghost in there,
please don't go inside. If you go, the
ghost will haunt you."

The letter also took aim at the
opposition's campaign slogan for
upcoming June commune elections:

"Change commune chiefs who serve
the party and replace them with com-
mune chiefs who serve the people.”

"This dlogan has content that vio-
lates the principle of 1993 Constitution,
Law on Political Parties, Law on the
Election of Commune/Sangkat Council,
Law ontheAdministration of Commune
/Sangkat, and especialy liberal multi-
party democracy in Cambodia and the
principle of a proportional [electoral]
system," Mr. Kheng wrote.

Gen. Sophesk warned thet thedogan
would cause "national disintegration.”

"We just see commune chiefswho
servethepeople” hesaid. "Thereareno
commune chiefs who serve the party.”

The genera said the ministry had
yet to decide whether it would back its
"advice" with punitive consequences.

"Changeit or not, it istheir issue,"
he said, seeming to return to the
metaphor of ghosts for the law. "If the
ghosts haunt, they're the ones who will
haunt you, not the Interior Ministry."

Mr. Sovann, who is also the
CNRP's spokesman, said on Thursday
that the party had drafted a response
requesting to meet with Mr. Kheng or
aministry representative, but declined
to comment further.

When the party rushed to appoint
Mr. Sokha and his three deputies earlier
this month, they did so because the
Law on Palitical Partiesrequires a per-
manent president to endorse commune
councilor candidates whose names had
to be sent to the election committee by
the first weekend of the month, accord-
ing to one of those new deputies, CNRP
lawmaker Mu Sochua

If the government were to deem
Mr. Sokhas presidency illegitimate,
the submission of those candidates
might become invalid, said political
analyst Cham Bunthet, who believed
the opposition's position in the June
elections was doomed one way or
another.

"If [the CPP] alows the CNRPin
this eection, they could lose half of
their grassroots power," he said,

adding that the ruling party might
invite the opposition back to the nego-
tiating tableto quiet internationa criticism
after the vote.

"It'savery smart, very evil game,"
he said. "That's how politics are played
in this country.”

(Additional reporting by Ben
Paviour)

sokhean@cambodiadaily.com
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The opposition CNRP's new leadership stands before a party congress in Phnom
Penh in March From left: Kem Sokha, Pol Ham, Mu Sochua and Eng Chhay Eang.

(Emil Kastrup/The Cambodia Daily)
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Continued from page 01

OPPOSITION LEARNING ...

of a century, unabashedly put the
CNRP in his crosshairs when he
ordered his party to draw up the
amendments to the Law on Politica
Parties last month.

T ™

That has observers wondering
whether the CNRP will live to see the
commune elections at al, let alone the
national poll next year. If it does, they
say the opposition will have to drasti-
cdly tone down its often fiery-sometimes
racist-campaign talk. But it could also
lose some critical swing votes in the
process.

The CNRP has dready started
watching its words.

Party President Kem Sokha has
been urging membersto refrain from
persona attacks on government and
CPPfigures. On Tuesday, & aprep meeting
for the loca elections, he instructed
the party's candidates to avoid talk of
January 7, 1979, a date that politically
divides many Cambodians as the day
Vietnam either liberated the country
from the Khmer Rouge or embarked
upon a 10-year occupation during
which its officias installed the CPP.

Meas Nee, apolitical analyst, said
the opposition will have to go even
further.

The amended party law alows
the Interior Ministry and Supreme
Court, widely seen as a CPP toal, to
suspend or dissolve parties for a new
list of vague offenses, including "sub-
version of liberal multiparty politics'
and "incitement that would lead to
national disintegration." The CPP has
aready threatened to sue the CNRP
for incitement over a campaign slogan
urging voters to replace commune
councilors who serve the party with

those who serve the people.

The CNRP has so far held firm,
refusing to abandon the slogan. But
Mr. Nee said the party was likely to
refrain from more than just talk of
January 7.

"In the past, dogans against the
Vietnamese could be accused by the
ruling party as discriminative, but this
timethey can be accused as creating...
incitement,” he said.

In the lead-up to the 2013 national
elections, the CNRP whipped up some
support by harping on popular suspicions
that the government haswillingly given
upterritory inthelong-running demarcation
of Cambodia's frontier with Vietnam.

It has proved an especialy sore
point for the CPR, which ssemsto recognize
that its historic ties with Hanoi are a
genuine paliticd liahility. CNRPlavmakers
would draw large, angry crowds on
trips to the border and pepper their
gpeeches with liberd invectives against
"yuon" encroachment and migration.
Many consider the word a derogatory
epithet for the Vietnamese, though the
CNRP disagrees.

"[The] CNRP might need to
adjust itstactics by not mentioning the
word 'Vietnamese' directly, by spelling
out policy that can address the issue of
migrants in general,” Mr. Nee said.
"[O]nly referring to al migrantscould. ..
make people understand who they
refer to.

This way the CPP might find it
difficult to accuse [the opposition of]
inciting propaganda.”

KoulPanha, who runs the non-
government Committee for Free and
Fair Elections, said the opposition has
aready softened its talk on border
issues since two of itslawmakers were
arrested and convicted on related
charges over the past two years.

With the new party law now in
force, he said, "l expect the tone to get
even more soft."

That's not likely to turn off most
CNRP supporters, Mr. Panha said, but
it could cost the party votes from those
on the fence who might instead cast
their ballots for someone else or, more
likely, no one at all. Those votes could
prove critical in provinces with tight
races, and every seat in the 123-seat
National Assembly is precious. Had
the CNRP and CPP swapped only
seven seats in 2013, the opposition
would have won.

Continued to Page 15
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SOK AN'SFIEFDOM TO BE SPLIT UP, HUN SEN SAYS

Prime Minister Chides government spokesman for telling media otherwise

by KhuonNarim and Colin
Meyn | March 23, 2017

Reversing the course of " continuity”
laid out by a government spokesman
thisweek, Prime Minister Hun Sen on
Wednesday declared that the sprawling
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Ster Sok An speaks to

portfolio of Deputy Prime Minister
SokAn would be spread among min-
istries.

Deputy Prime Minister Bin Chhin,
who like SokAn has long been one of
Mr. Hun Sen's most trusted technocrats
and negotiators, was gppointed to replace
Sok An as head of the Council of
Ministers on March 16, the day after
his predecessor died in China

On Tuesday, Council of Ministers
spokesman PhaySiphan said that Mr.
Chhin, 67, would also head various
other agencies that had been under the
control of Sok An, such asthe Apsara
Authority, the government's task
force for the Khmer Rouge tribunal,
the Scouts and the Royal Academy of
Cambodia.

Mr. Hun Sen chided Mr. Siphan
during his speech on Wednesday in
front of a graduating class of teachers
at the National Institute of Education
in Phnom Penh and announced that
most of the state institutions would in
fact bedivvied out to relevant ministries,
along with the budget for those bodies,
which previously went to the Council
of Ministers.

"l regret that High Excellency
PhaySiphan did this work," the prime
minister said, referring to interviews
with various media outlets in which
the spokesman said SokAn's entire
portfolio would be given to Mr. Chhin.

"Sometimes the reporter is not
wrong, but we have provided the wrong
information,”" he said. (The Cambodia
Daily published a front-page story on
Tuesday about the transfer of power
to Mr. Chhin based on an interview
with Mr. Siphan.)

"I have aready told spokesmen,
reporters and commentators not to
pretend that you know everything," he
added.

Mr. Hun Sen said that Mr. Siphan,
also a secretary of state at the Council
of Ministers, had jumped the gun by
announcing decisions that had not been
settled on by his superiors.

"The boss had not yet decided,
but it was released," he said, adding
that Mr. Siphan would not be disciplined
but needed to take the prime minister's
speech as medicine to prevent future
missteps.

"Now cure your craziness with
thisinjection," he said.

Upon completing his scolding,
Mr. Hun Sen laid out how SokAn's
various posts would be shared among
ministries.

Both the ApsaraAuthority, which
oversees the Angkor Archaeological
Park, Continued to Page 17
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COMMUNE ELECTION LOSERS TO KEEP
SALARIES, RULING PARTY SAYS

by Ben Sokhean | March 27, 2017
After Prime Minister Hun Sen
presided over a closed-door meeting
in Phnom Penh on Sunday with local
ruling party officials from across the
city, a ruling party spokesman said

mnRswRgEE U8 s nwgajsthaiuinuig gy mutgjusms]
IMEIE YWY EYUHSBANGEMNTMSAINGG 1 Fresh News

1wy wlwindtistGonsus St
fr{Au i apigw s smemyagsiel
manggiboonz thunEmiamishtgs
i

ANNBIANSIISSUINAT [ATeIa
rimuy o fudsupmdiersa
HE[IMENWANSN Sy sgRIMIMATE
s mInGRA Y TRNsgw
NSRBI HY (WS Mitmesty 4

INA @8 HeNS MIMS{UANIE
MUNYIUEMH AANTHRISE T I R
ruesgsingjauny B Eitumauimsing
UEgs UNUNMINSHATIGInEsEN
igthe iR mnenssfauAHER T A
i EsthuImsasue |

AINTRMSAIME eSSt
igishmAanAwgnmiunGsn g
wyuiBunp My Uiy 1o
AT NsTISIg8MITmsTEG ¥

[PRgUBIMIRMsTIMAMAsTa g
HE® NAJIANAISESIENT 1 BANTH]
FOTNaER BRGUINAETRZES U
MATINFISE YUnknmis Jige [granun
[URlUmsuNM® sanuRjsHEnhisg
T 1 g8y

commune officials who lose their seats
in upcoming el ections would continue
to be paid by the party.

Local officials who attended
Sunday's meeting at the Koh Pich
auditorium said the prime minister
used the meeting to encourage them
to work hard to serve the people and
wintheir commune elections on June 4.

"Samdech [Mr. Hun Sen] sent the
message to disseminate and advise
our family members to go vote, and
don't let the other party dilute our
voice,” said Yin Narom, a Chbar
Ampov district official.

At the same time, however, the
ruling party also seems prepared for
losses in the local elections that it
dominated in 2012, winning 1,592 out
of 1,633 communes nationwide.

CPP spokesman SokEysan said
on Sunday that commune-level offi-
cials who lose their positions would
be guaranteed a monthly payment
equal to their salary.

"We will consider them as party
officials and will support their living

conditions, especially by providing
their salaries," Mr. Eysan said, adding
that he had not attended Sunday's
meeting.

"It means that however much the
commune chief receives [in wages|,
we will donate the same amount to
them," the spokesman explained.

Mr. Eysan's comments are similar
to a plan outlined in a directive dated
February 16 and signed by Deputy
Prime Minister Men Sam An, in
which she told government offices to
hire commune officialswho fail to get
elected or areleft off the candidate list
for this year's election.

In that directive, written on behalf
of Mr. Hun Sen, she said "directors of
date ingtitutions must accept commune
chiefs, first deputy commune chiefs,
second deputy commune chiefs and
commune councilors whose names
arenot in thelist of the 2017 mandate
and appoint them as assistants."

The directive says that the
sdaries of former commune chiefs
should be equal to a deputy department
director; deputy commune chiefs
equal to bureau chiefs, and commune
councilors equal to deputy bureau
chiefs.

Mr. Eysan said on Sunday that
party money would be used to support
officials who lose their jobs after the
elections, though it was unclear if the
same was true for those

who were not placed on the ballot.

The ruling party has come out
hard ahead of the elections against the
CNRP's campaign slogan: "Change
commune chiefs who serve the party
and replace them with commune chiefs
who serve the people.”

Interior Minister Sar Kheng said
last week that the slogan wasiillegal.

The CNRP has yet to announce
whether it will drop the slogan,
though opposition officials have indi-
cated that the party will back down.
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Continued from page 11

OPPOSITION LEARNING TO...

"Maybe some undecided voters,
they need some very critica under-
standing," Mr. Panha said. "They [the
CNRP] need to touch their emotions,
S0 critical comments are very important.”

Political analyst Lao Mong Hay, a
former adviser to Mr. Sokha, agreed
that a tamer CNRP could lose some
swing votes.

"It's possible," he said. "The peo-
ple want something specific and
straight to the point."

Prince Sisowath Thomico, amember
of the CNRP's steering committee,
said the party will need to direct its
members and candidates away from
personal attacks to stay alive, but
believed its supporters would stay
both loyal and engaged "because the
people are starving for change.”

CNRP Vice President Mu Sochua
said it aso mattered less what the
party itself does or does not say now
that sociad media is alowing more
Cambodians to circumvent the gov-
ernment's propaganda.

But none of the CNRP's restraint
will matter if it's not on the ballot.

Only a few days ago, Interior
Minister Sar Kheng intimated that Mr.
Sokha's appointment as party presi-
dent earlier this month may have broken
the party's own internal rules, jeopard-
izing the CNRP's chances of fielding
any of its candidates come June.

There's also the incitement law-
suit the CPP has threatened to lodge
over the CNRP's campaign slogan, the
open corruption investigation against
Mr. Sokha related to his alleged affair

with ahairdresser, and the insurrection
charges against other party officials
over a 2014 clash a Phnom Penh's
Freedom Park.

The government can push ahead
with any of them whenever it wants,
and use its new powers under the
amended party law to suspend the
party. With the CPP increasingly will-
ing to suffer the West's rebuke thanks
to China's growing financia largesse,
it's not unthinkable.

In the end, Ms. Sochua said, no
amount of self-censorship can save the
CNRP from a government with the
power to bend the law to its will, and
it was pointless to try too hard.

"They can interpret any way. If
they don't find anything today, they
can find something tomorrow," she
said. "We will do whatever is in the
interest of the nation, of the people.”
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Continued from page 12
SOK AN'SFIEFDOM TO BE SPLIT UP...

and the authority overseeing the PreahVihear temple-another
of the country's most prized tourist attractions-will be overseen
by PhoeungSakonain her capacity as the Culture Minister. She
will also take SokAn's position as head of the National
Commission for Unesco.

The National Association of Cambodian Scouts, a youth
group widely seen as arecruitment arm for the ruling party, will
move under the purview of Education Minister Hang Chuon
Naron. The country'srailway committee will now be controlled
by the transport minister, Sun Chanthol, while the engineering
council will be moved to the Labor Ministry.

Mr. Chhin will take on SokAn's position as the government's
point man for the Khmer Rouge tribunal, a tricky position that
requires maintaining sensitive relations with the U.N., which
controlstheinternational side of the court and would like to see
government-opposed cases move ahead.

Hewill also take on thelargely honorary position of president
of the Royal Academy of Cambodia, ostensibly the state's bastion
of higher-level scholarship and research, and oversee the State
Secretariat of Civil Aviation.

Much of SokAn's portfolio, most notably the Cambodian
National Petroleum Authority, had already been shifted from
his direct control to the ministry most capable of absorbing the
body-in the case of the petroleum agency, the Mines and
Energy Ministry. More than a dozen state bodies were moved
from SokAn's control in 2013, after the ruling party was shaken
by a narrow victory in the national election, in what many saw
as amove to spread wealth within the ruling party.

Mr. Siphan said at that time and again on Wednesday that
Sok An wielded such broad control as a matter of necessity
because many ministries previously lacked the capacity to con-
trol important state bodies, a situation that he said had changed
over the years.

"At that time, we needed that," he said on Wednesday,
explaining why Sok An, the prime minister's top lieutenant,
took on so many jobs. "This time, the ministries have enough
ability to deal with that themselves."

Regarding his dressing-down by the prime minister, Mr.
Siphan said he was not embarrassed, but rather grateful for the
advice.

"I respect his leadership. | feel thankful to him,” the
spokesman said, adding that he had actually intended to inform
media outlets that Mr. Chhin would temporarily take on
SokAn'sportfolio while Mr. Hun Sen decided on along-term plan.

Mr. Hun Sen "has the sovereignty to delegate responsibility
to any institution," Mr. Siphan said. “This is decentralization”.
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President Kem Sokha speaks to party officials during a meeting in Preah
Sihanouk province in January, in a photograph posted to his Facebook page.
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