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San Francisco, California — Many
gjymsmfgmg 09 Cambodian-Americans across the Unit-

ed States are now living in fear of the
aggressive immigration enforcement
practices of the Trump Administration.
A small percentage of the Cambodian
refugees who came to America many
years ago committed crimes in this
country. For those crimes, they were ar-
rested, prosecuted, and in many cases,
convicted of the crimes and then sen-
tenced to jail or to probation.
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Upon being convicted, the United
ganey [y cing
1G58 States Immigration and Customs En-
AIBRISISIGNIG O | forcement agency (ICE) issued “orders of

removal” which gave the U.S. government
the power to remove these individuals
from Please see Immigration/13

978-677-7T163 « VISIT KHMERPOST.US

Lowell, MA 01851 Facebook 1 MayuraLowell

Immigration Enforcement Brings
Fear to Gambodian Gommunities

Protesters demand for the immigration rlghts in respondmg to ICE raids on
Cambodian communities at a 2013 demonstration . Photo credit: 1LoveMovement
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Middlesex Sheriff’s Office Announces

By Khmer Post USA

BILLERICA, Mass. — Sheriff Pe-
ter J. Koutoujian has announced that

the Middlesex Sheriff’s Office (MSO)
Please see Middlesex Sheriff's/09

Cadets from the |
42nd Basic
Training Academy
are sworn in as
officers of the
Middlesex Sher-
iff's Office.
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Distribution Locations:
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= Markets
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= And Much More

KhmerPost USA is a free Cambodian-English biweelkly newspaper
serving Lowell, Chelmsford, Tyngsboro, Lynn and Revere, MA
as well as Cranston and Providence, RI.

It was founded in 2007 by Soben Pin and partner Roger Pin.
In 2010, they relocated the newspaper to Lowell to meet
the demand for readership.

With an annual readership of 600,000,
it is the only premier voice for the Cambodian-American com-
munity across the New England region.

www.khmerpost.us
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Immigration Enforcement Brings Fear to Cambodian Communities

Immigration/From Front Page

the United States and send them
back to Cambodia. In approximately
700 cases, the individuals were sent to
Cambodia but in many more cases —
around 1,900 — the U.S. government
took no further action. Most of the indi-
viduals in this class have been living
peaceably in their communities and
have remained crime-free.

However, this new practice of en-
forcing removal orders that were issued
many years ago has raised much con-
cern in Cambodian communities across
the United States. It has also caused two
individuals, Nak Him Chhoeun and
Mony Neth, to sue the United States
Government in the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Central District of
California. They claim that ICE is vio-
lating their right to due process of law
under the United States Constitution by
staging raids and taking them into cus-
tody without an opportunity for a hear-
ing. (“Due process” means you are en-
titled to a fair hearing before being
deprived of your freedom).

Chhoeun and Neth also asked the
court to certify their case as a “class ac-
tion” which means that any ruling is-
sued in the case would apply to anyone
in the United States who was in the
same situation. The court agreed to do
that. The court also issued a temporary
restraining order that prohibits ICE from
staging any additional raids and taking
individuals into custody without first
giving them 14 days notice so that they
can gather up any important documents
that will help them defend against the re-
moval order.

Back in 2002, the U.S. and Cambo-
dia signed a repatriation agreement by
which Cambodia agreed to allow into
the country any Cambodian nationals de-
ported by the U.S.

However, Cambodian homeland
political conflicts reached its peak when
Cambodia National Rescue Party leader
Kem Sokha was arrested on September
3rd, 2017 for treason. Prime Minister
Hun Sen accused the opposition party
leader of conspiracy with the U.S. Gov-
emmment to oust his regime. The U.S.
Government responded with a sanction
that put a stop to issuing visas to certain
officials from the country.

This sanction caused Cambodia's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Interna-

tional Cooperation to issue a statement
on September 14, 2017, which said that
Cambodia had proposed a temporary
suspension of the “repatriation as well
as its addendum” in October 2016 after
“fierce protests from Cambodian-Amer-
ican communities and some of the Unit-
ed States congressmen”

but now Cambodian officials
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San Francisco residents attended a forum to learn how to protect themselves

vancing Justice - Asian Law Caucus
(ALC). “We continue to work with
Southeast Asian organizations across
the country to fight the ICE raids that
now hit the Cambodian community ev-
ery 4 months. And we know there is a
plan in place that about 200 Cambodi-
ans to be deported each year over the
next decade” said Lo over phone inter-

g i

from the immigration enforcement. Photo credit: Kevin Lo/PRI

pledged that it “will continue to accept
Cambodian nationals who be deported
by the U.S.” In the following month, the
U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement began a series of raids in

Veasna Meth is reunited with his wife, a
son and a toddler daughter Wednesday,
Feb. 27, 2019.

Cambodian communities across the
U.S. and detained many of whom were
borm in the refugee camps escaping the
Khmer Rouge, a regime that killed over
2 million Cambodians between 1975-
1979.

“ICE is required to provide at least
14 days written notice before detaining
Cambodians and this order will remain
in affect until May 2019” said Staff At-
torney Kevin Lo at Asian American Ad-

view with the KhmerPost USA.

Since 2016, Asian Americans Ad-
vancing Justice - Asian Law Caucus
(ALC) has been engaged in the fight

ASIAN AMERICANS

ADVANCING
JUSTICE

LOS ANCE

ADVANCING

JUSTICH

against Cambodian deportations. Lo
and his co-workers were invited by
Cambodian organizers to run a legal
clinic for deportees in Phnom Penh.
They also attended a taskforce orga-
nized by the prime minister to address
the issue of Cambodian American de-
portations. Many Cambodian deportees
testified to the impact of deportation on
the community and their families.

“In many cases, they may have
rights to return back to U.S. but don’t

have the legal resources to help explore
that option,” said Lo.

“We filed the Chhoeun lawsuit, and
we began assisting Cambodians in re-
opening their old removal orders since
the law had changed for many people's
convictions. This meant that they were
no longer deportable, but an immigra-
tion judge still needed to agree to reopen
their cases” wrote Lo in an email to
KhmerPost USA.

In 2018, 136 Cambodians were lost
to deportation.

ALC successfully brought back
two Cambodian deportces. One was
Phorn Tem in November 2018, and the
other was Veasna Meth in February
2019. Phorn had been deported in April
2018, and Veasna had been away from
his family since 2014.

Despite the pending court case,
ICE raids have resumed this month.
Advance Asian American Justice/Law
Caucus issued an alert on March 5 “The
first ICE raids targeting Cambodian
Americans in 2019 began yesterday”
the statement wrote “We stand with our
Cambodian refugee community and call
for an end to the deportations terroriz-
ing Southeast Asian lives. Know that

Nonprofits sue over immigration detention of Cambodian nationals who came as refu-gees

it’s possible to fight deportation.” The
ALC urges anyone come into contact
with ICE to call their helpline at 414-
952-0413.

Any Cambodians with old removal
orders should begin gathering their im-
migration court paperwork and their
criminal records so that a lawyer can
help them assess whether or not their
case can be reopened. The online guide
also available to help getting these re-
cords and other resources on SEAraids.
org.
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Middlesex Sheriff’s Office Announces
Upcoming Correction Officer Exam
Middlesex Sheriff’s/From Front Page

is now accepting
applications for its newest class
of corrections officers.

Those interested in applying to
take the written examination must
register before 1:00 p.m. on Monday,
March 18, 2019 by going to https://
www.middlesexsheriff.org/human-re-
sources/news/registration-2019-mso-
correction-officer-entrance-exam.
The exam will be administered on Sat-
urday, March 30 and there is no charge
to sit for the exam.

“The Middlesex Sheriff’s Office
has a proud and storied history — one
which we continue to build on with
new and innovative initiatives aimed
at reducing recidivism and enhanc-
ing public safety,” said Sheriff Kout-
oujian. “If you’re someone looking
to make a difference and serve your

community, I encourage you to apply

for our upcoming 43rd Basic Training
Academy.”

In addition to the written exam,
candidates must pass a physical fitness
test and criminal background check
as well as psychological and medical
examinations before being selected to
participate in the 12 week basic train-
ing academy.

All applicants must be 21 years
of age, a resident of Massachusetts by
the date of the exam and be legally eli-
gible to work in the United States in
compliance with federal law. Appli-
cations must also have a high school
degree or equivalent certificate and
possess a valid motor vehicle license.
A Bachelor’s degree and/or prior ex-
perience in law enforcement or secu-
rity is preferred.

To read a full list of qualifications
and register for the exam please visit

www.middlesexsheriff.org.
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Family Medicine
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We Accept MassHealth, Medicare and Other Health Insurances
Our Staff Speaks Khmer # Plenty of Free Parking

Chhan Touch, C.N.P.
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ADULT DAYCARE CENTER
“A place wherte yowt loved ones can call home”
What is Adult Day Care:

We understand that being a fulltime caregiver is a difficult job. When an elderly loved one needs additional care or supervision
during the morning or day, it can create stress for the caregivers of the family. Many families think they have no choice but to quit
their jobs or to admit their loved ones into a nursing home or assisted living facility. Diversity Adult Daycare Center (DADC)
provides a safe supervised community where elderly adults can socialize, enjoy activities and get assistance with personal care.
This will allow the caregivers of the family to have peace of mind when they have an appointment, work cbligations or simply to
enjoy some personal time.

Benefits of Adult Day Care for Elderly Adults:

Attending Adult Day Care has many positive benefits for elderly adults. Your loved ones do not have to be at home feeling lonely
with no mental stimulation, when the caretakers are occupied. Being in an Adult Day Care creates a feeling of being in a
community, where they can have fun and stay healthy with many activities. Your loved ones will look forward to having their
independence and meeting their friends. Having friendships that you see every day promotes feelings of self-worth and
camaraderie.

Services we offer at DADC: Who is an ideal candidate for Adult Day Care:
« Nutritious meals and snacks = 55 years and older

« Group fitness classes « Southeast Asians & Hispanic

= Education classes {we are handicap accessible)

« Group field trips and outings

+ Fun daily entertainment and activities

- Assistance with personal care Forms of payment that we accept:
« Salon service = We accept private pay

- Transportation = All major insurances accepted

= Monthly birthday parties

= Medical staff

» Gardening

433 Elmwood Ave, Providence, R.| 02907
P:401-427-1337 | F: 401-369-7818
www.diversityadc.com | diversityadc@gmail.com

Se Habla Espanol
We speak English, Spanish, Khmer, Lao, Hmong, Portuguese, Russian and Tagaloq.

Come and schedule a free tour of our facility. We will provide free assessment and application assistance.
All major insurances and private pay accepted. Medicaid pays for adult day care, there is no cost to you.
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WORLD PREMIERE —JACK KEROUAC

If you follow your heart, where will it lead you?

THE HAUNTED
_ ~LIFE

BY SEAN DANIELS
BASED ON THE BOOK BY JACK KEROUAC

. DIRECTED BY SEAN DANIELS
=7 AnDchristopher oscar peiia

——

TWO WAYS
TO SAVE!

ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

=i 540

Select seats, strictly limited availability.
Details at mrt.org/hauntediife.

$10 LOWELL NIGHT MARCH 28
MRT.ORG FOR DETAILS

CELEBRATION SPECIAL

SAVE $‘| O

Use promo code
CELEBRATEPOST

Applies to regular-priced seats.
Details at mrt.org/hauntediife.

VICHET CHUM JOEL COLODNER TINA FABRIQUE MERRIMACK
REPERTORY
Grolheaith <~ EnterpriseBank  COWDUI @B mergeicuater THEATRE
~ LOWELL, MA | MRT.ORG

SEASON SPORSOR FRODUCTICN SPOKSOR MEDIA SPONSOR




