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Excellent Service Since 1987

s
Auto, Truck and Motorcycle Accidents 5,
Immigration » Tax * Bankruptcy
Slip & Fall » Dog Bite
Tax Resolution & Defense
Thank you far your continued confidence

In our office to handle your fegal and tax matters.
We look forward fo serving you well into the future.
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HEALTH CONNECTOR CAMPAIGN FOCUSES ON GETTING
100% OF LOWELL RESIDENTS COVERED WITH HEALTH INSURANCE

Valentina Amaro, AGS

LOWELL- Open enrollment has
officially kicked off and now the resi-
dents of Massachusetts can start en-
rolling in new plans. During Open En-
rollment, which runs from Nov. 1
through Jan. 23, anyone can apply for
coverage through MAhealthconnec-
tor.org or with a local navigator.

The City of Lowell was listed as
the #2 most uninsured city in Massa-
chusetts. That is why The Health Con-
nector is focusing its efforts in making
a stong awareness campaign on the
community of Lowell. Health Con-
nector was joined by Mayor William
Samaras of Lowell and local commu-
nity leaders this month to create aware-
ness about the importance of having
health insurance. After the press con-
ference participants visited small busi-
nesses in the city to leave information
for the residents of Lowell.

“Having health coverage is im-
portant, and now signing up is easier
than ever, thanks to the Health Con-
nector,” said Mayor Samaras. “I'm

thrilled to join with the Health Con-
nector to push for more residents of
Lowell to know their options and to
get covered during this Open Enroll-
ment period.”

Members and new applicants will
find new functions this year that will
help make it easier than ever before

MAhealthconnector.org, has been up-
graded for mobile platforms. Many
Health Connector members do not
have ready access to a computer, and
the upgraded platform will make it
easier for members to navigate with a
phone or tablet. Applicants and mem-
bers are often asked to provide docu-

H HEALTH
COMNECTOR

for them apply for coverage, maintain
their account, or select a plan.
The Health Connector’s website,
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ment upload feature makes it easy for
users to send in those documents and
keep their information up-to-date and
accurate. A new total-cost calculator
is available to unsubsidized members
for the first time, in response to mem-
ber feedback. This tool will help users
better understand potential spending
over the course of year beyond their
premiums, which will help make it
easier for them to select the best plan
for their needs.

Open Enrollment runs through
Jan. 23, but many people like to have
coverage in place for the New Year.
For those who want coverage starting
Jan.1, the deadline to apply, pick a
plan and pay for it is Dec. 23. Naviga-
tors, who are trained and experienced
in helping people enroll in Health
Connector coverage, are available to
meet in-person with people who need
help with an application or have a
question about their existing coverage.
Last year, Navigators provided help
more than 100,000 times. People can
find a local Navigator or other assister
atMAhealthconnector.org/enrollment-
assisters.

KhmerpostUSA
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On Tuesday, November 5, 2019,
Vesna Nuon and Sokhary Chaulto the city council, n
it the first time in Lowell and anywhere else in the United

States that two Cambodian

ericans will serve together

on a local city council. Nuon, who was Vice Chair of th:
council for the current two year term, finished secon

Chau, who had run unsuccess
strong fifth.

By Soben Pin

Lowell residents also voted on two
referendum questions that will help decide
the future method of electing city coun-
cilors and school committee members.
These questions were the result of a law-
suit brought against the city in 2017 (Huot
et al. v. City of Lowell et al) claimed the
current way councilors are chosen — all
nine are elected citywide — violates the
Federal Voting Rights Act by diluting the
votes of minority residents.

For example, in the last 50 years,
Lowell operated on an election system
which top ticket city-wide votes getter
would win a seat. Lowell has 105,000
people with nearly 49.2 percent is made
up by minority population that includes a
large population of 30,000 Cambodians.
The city is divided into 8 neighborhoods.
They’re including Downtown, Acre,
Pawtucketville, Centralville, Belvedere,
Highlands, Lower Highlands, and South
Lowell. At the time of the lawsuit, 7 out
of 9 council members were residing in the
Belvedere neighborhood and it has been
consistently this way in the last couple de-
cades.

Belvedere is a neighborhood
section in Lowell that links to rich
history of Lowell Mills era in the
1800s when many families had big
homes, made great fortunes during
the textile industry, and had power-
ful political influence. Up until to-
day; it has the highest voter turnout
of any neighborhood and maintains
1t political power structure for city.
Many people believe that the city
is running well this way except for
one thing: the barrier to new candi-
dates, people of color, whom lack
of famous family names and mon-
ey to run and succeed to serve in
local government in the city.

Earlier this year, the city council
agreed to settle this law suit by changing
the election system to one that was accept-
able to the plaintiffs in the lawsuit. To help
councilors make their decision, they asked
voters to express their preference in these

ly two years ago,

557

Ayl

election ballot questions.

The first question asked if people
wanted councilors to be selected by
Ranked Choice Voting which is the sys-
tem used in Cambridge. Under this sys-
tem, voters would rank the candidates
with their favorite candidate being number

Vice Mayor Vesna Nuon

1; their second favorite candidate number
2; and so on until they had ranked all can-
didates.

The second question asked if people
wanted a system where three councilors
would be elected citywide (or “at large”)
and eight councilors would be elected from
neighborhood districts with the majority
of the voters in at least two of the districts
being members of minority groups.

People voted in favor of the at-large/
district mix and against Ranked Choice
Voting. On December 3, 2019, the current
city council will select one of the two sys-
tems. Although councilors are not legally
bound by the outcome of the referendum
results, they most likely will vote for the
at-large/district mix. That will then be

Fapatpa PRy

A
3|

used in the 2021 city election.

As soon as the election results were
known, people began to ask who will be
the next mayor of Lowell? On the first
Monday of January when the new coun-
cilors take their oath of office, their first
business will be to elect the mayor. Each

Councilor elected Sokhary Chau

of the nine councilors states the name of
the councilor they want to serve as mayor,
and the first person to get five votes is
elected mayor.

The question everyone is asking now
is will Vesna Nuon be next Lowell May-
or? Why and why not? The political sys-
tem in Lowell for the 2020-21 term will
have many changes. One is the implemen-
tation of the new election system which
was voted on Tuesday. Another big issue
will be the progress of the renovations to
Lowell High School. A third issue will be
the continued development of the Hamil-
ton Canal District.

Many people in the political “bubble”
have been talking about who will the next
Lowell Mayor. Some are against Vesna

KHMERPOST USA

Nuon because he supports charter schools
and therefore shouldn’t be the mayor since
the mayor also chairs the School Commit-
tee. Some political people say Councilor
John Leahy should be the next mayor be-
cause he is the longest serving councilor
who has not yet been mayor and he should
“have a turn.” However, I like to remind
our voters that councilor John Leahy be-
lieves the current voting system is work-
ing. The question is will he be supporting
the election system change if elected as
Mayor?

The third possible answer is a first
time candidate, John Drinkwater, who fin-
ished third in the race. John has a fresh
look on many issues we are facing and is a
progressive thinker who also supports the
district and at-large system.

Finally, it is worth noting that the last
three vote candidates elected to the coun-
cil, David Conway, William Samaras, and
Dan Rourke, were separated by only eight
votes. So every really counts. Your voice
makes a different, every time. Be sure to
participate in every election. 2020 elec-
tion Massachusetts will hold state election
and it will be also the presidential election
year.

Here are the vote totals for the win-
ning council candidates for the 2020-2011
term:

Rita Mercier, 5,191

Vesna Nuon, 4,821

John Drink Water, 4,788

Rodney Elliott, 4,738

Sokhary Chau, 4,321

John Leahy, 4,182

David Conway, 3,738

William Samaras 3,734

Dan Rourke, 3,726
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Boston University’s Elie Wiesel
Center for Jewish Studies will be host-
ing a Cambodian American author and

HEMANICElic Wiesel Center for Jewish  tthurianni{idinaliamith@ sty screenwriter Loung Ung on Monday,
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November 18th, 2019 as part of its
memorial lecture series. Ung’s best-
selling memoir, First They Killed My
Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Re-
members was a 2001 recipient of the
Asian/Pacific American Librarians’
Association award for Excellence in
Adult Nonfiction Literature and is
widely taught in schools international-
ly. In 2017, Ung’s memoir turned into
a screenplay for a critically acclaimed
Netflix movie First They Killed My
Father, directed by Angelina Jolie.

The public speaking engagement
will begin at 7:30pm at Boston Uni-
versity’s Tsai Performance Center. It
is free and public is welcome to at-
tend. For more information and regis-
tration, visit: http://bostonu.imodules.
com/EWMLNOV19.
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Now Coming to California!

The state of California has the highest concentration of Cambodians in the
country with over 35% residing in the greater Los Angeles area.

According to the Census Bureau, there are 116,822 Cambodians living in
California, 41,459 in Los Angeles County, and 19,784 in the City of Long

Beach.

With the expansion in California, The KhmerPost USA will bring relevant
news and information, in both Khmer and English, in the free biweekly
newspaper publication. We have the same commitment and dedication to
our readers and advertisers that we have provided for the past 10 years to
the Cambodian communities in New England.

+  New Format! - Monthly Magazine 5tyle

*  Local News Relevant to the greater Long Beach Area
*  Excellent Advertising Opportunities

*  New Completive Rates!

*  For additional information call: 714.486.3060

1\ Neighborhood
/) Health Plan

OF RHODE ISLAND

nhpri.org
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ADULT DAYCARE CENTER
“A place where yourt loved ones can call home”
What is Aduit Day Care:

We understand that being a fulltime caregiver is a difficult job. When an elderly loved one needs additional care or supervision
during the morning or day, it can create stress for the caregivers of the family. Many families think they have no choice but to quit
their jobs or to admit their loved ones into a nursing home or assisted living facility. Diversity Adult Daycare Center (DADC)
provides a safe supervised community where elderly adults can socialize, enjoy activities and get assistance with personal care.
This will allow the caregivers of the family to have peace of mind when they have an appointment, work obligations or simply to
enjoy some personal time.

Benefits of Adult Day Care for Elderly Adults:

Attending Adult Day Care has many positive benefits for elderly adults. Your loved ones do not have to be at home feeling lonely
with no mental stimulation, when the caretakers are occupied. Being in an Adult Day Care creates a feeling of being in a
community, where they can have fun and stay healthy with many activities. Your loved ones will look forward to having their
independence and meeting their friends. Having friendships that you see every day promotes feelings of self-worth and
camaraderie,

Services we offer at DADC:

+ Nutritious meals and snacks

« Group fitness classes

« Education classes

« Group field trips and outings

» Fun daily entertainment and activities

Who is an ideal candidate for Adult Day Care;
« 55 years and older
« Southeast Asians & Hispanic

{we are handicap accessible)

Forms of payment that we accept:
« We accept private pay
« All major insurances accepted

« Assistance with personal care
+ Salon service

« Transportation

= Monthly birthday parties

« Medical staff

« Gardening

433 Elmwood Ave. Providence, R.| 02907
P:401-427-1337 | F: 401-369-7818
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and Other Health Insurances
Qur Staff Speaks Khmer

1550 Middlesex Street Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-458-0934 | at@rosataing.com

508 Westford Street ¢ Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 454-0444
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Home Care Agenc

Group Adults Foster Care Program

sfﬂwﬁsﬁbmﬁsﬁms}mmpsgsbb gﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁ'ﬂlﬁﬁ ;gﬁmmmﬁlsmsm’
mgwglﬁngwﬁmw 1 SESTEBFIRSEPIDBSHFEHBRBSSRIPHOIPES 4
At no Cost to you

inrhit g1 aamng s Nig e iy SN A AThmEsAniy g Ashif ImsTi O Ehw R {ATA
fsfﬂmmﬁ?g'lﬁl"ﬁ {8Af (Nurse), Case Manager 81 Home Health Aide
EAIRMEATMETEGN] 8646 Bhmemiminsiglusantiigs 1 iitrhghie Lowell,

—

Lynn, Revere, Boston B‘hﬁﬁﬁﬁ?m

To be eligibled for GAEG

o IAIIBIGSIY

o 0y bb irgiirel

o WTIAAN
ﬁmpsmm‘gsgﬂims

o AUTDFINNIISYW SVYWHSYIUAEANNIGYW
rﬁy‘mry?ﬁrmrﬂ.fmﬂgf@rmrﬁ

. ﬁsmrmmr@u@rﬁﬁwﬁf’ﬁﬁ

. rﬁsmfrﬁmﬁfé*ﬂnﬁ?ﬂgrgsa‘m‘ frrurigrgiisi
é\‘ffﬂff BsronrenBl nurse and case manager

o Tstaoffprmmhlyoitnugugd ongoing monitoring of needs

o WIAHIONAFITAbETTS e 24-hour access to services

(S BN LA BRIHROBH
To register, please contact:

Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
)ffice: 144 Merrimack St., Suite 404. Lowell, MA 01852

e live in subsidized or public housing
e age 22 years and older
e eligible for Masshealth Standard
Benefits you will get:
e personal care service in your home,
Medication Managemant
an individual care plan developed by a registered
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CONWAY

INSURANCE AGENCY
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77 E. Merrimack Street. Lowell, MA 01852
Tel: 978-454-5054|Fax 978-453-2480
CONWAY WWw.conwaylnsurance.com
IHEURANCE AGERCY

rgusfghEn : BT ¥, FRpoTY

IHBEILHITINGIC (2556285 LRI CHECRAS
KK Insurance Agency, Inc.
1Bwg « siEls « wiiny g .

Car * Home * Business —

508 Westford Street
Lowell, MA 01851
978-970-2212
kk@kkinsurancema.com
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Law Office of Thomas Stylianos Jr.
287 Appleton St. Lowell MA 01852

e Immigration eHIgUINE
e Auto Crash  ei[fiIeHINIGWG
e Divorce o LU T{UNSG

fﬁﬁmﬁgiﬂ M U i 978-459-5000 or 800-308-3766
www.thomasinlowell.com
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