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Lowell’s first Cambodian Dentist
Dr. Sambath Keo & Member of Parliament Passed Away

By Soben Pin

The Cambodian community-at-
large mourns the lost of one of the
founding members of the Cambodian
community in Lowell Dr. Sambath
Keo. He was born on March 21, 1942
in Takeo province, Cambodia and
passed away peacefully at home sur-
rounded by his family on September
20, 2020, due to long-term illness, at
his residence in North Chelmsford,
Massachusetts.

Dr. Keo survived The Killing
Field and fled to a refugee camp along
the Khmer-Thai border and partici-

pated in The Freedom Fighter Move-
ment. He came to the United States on
February 6, 1981 and became a U.S.
Citizen on July 3, 1986.

Prior to the arrival of the Khmer
Rouge, Dr. Sambath Keo worked as
Dentist. After immigrating to Ameri-
ca, he continued his study at Washing-
ton University in St. Louis, Missouri.
In 1989, he opened a dental practice in
Lowell becoming the first Cambodian
dental office to serve the first wave of
Cambodian refugees to Lowell. The
dental still remains open today at 50
Wood Street, Lowell, Massachusetts.

Surrounded by friends and fam-
ily members near and far. Dr. Keo was
known for his relentless fight to bring
democracy to Cambodia and protected
Cambodian land from its neighbors by
being a part of the Cambodian Border
Committee.

In 2006, after the creation of
the Cambodian Human Rights Party,
headed by Mr. Kem Sokha. Dr. Keo
was appointed as a senior law advi-
sor. In 2008, he went to Cambodia and
helped to launch the Human Rights
Party and was elected to serve as a
Member of Parliament for the Phnom
Penh District, Cambodia in 2013.

Locally, he also was very active
and served as a board member of many
organizations including the Cambo-

dian Mutual Assistant Association,
Cambodian Network Council, Trai-
ratanaram Temple, Inc., Cambodian
Voter League of Lowell, Cambodian
American Student, and the Cambo-
dian Survivor Association.

He is also founding member of
Pannasastra University of Cambodia
which still standing today.

Many notable guests attended his
funeral service which was held at the
Dolan funeral home in N. Chelmsford,
followed by two days of service at the
Trairatanaram Temple before going to
the Crematorium.

Guests attended including human

rights activist from Canada, Philadel-
phia, and Massachusetts as well as
parliamentary member from Cambo-
dia H.E. Madam Mu Sochua who is
the Vital Voices Human Rights Global
Leadership Award recipient in 2005
and H.E. Eng Chai Eang, a high rank-
ing official from Mr. Sam Rainsy.
Member of parliament H.E. Cheang
Ngor read personal condolences from
CNRP president Kem Sokha who still
under house arrest in Cambodia. Joined
by others who knew and remembered
Dr, Keo Sambath. He is a role model
and a hero to the next generation of
Cambodian leaders in Lowell.
Congresswoman Lori Trahan is-
sued a Congressional Proclamation
recognizing his human rights advoca-
cy work. It is the highest congressio-
nal recognition for a passing Cambo-
dian community member in the U.S.
Dr. Keo was remembered as a father,
a community leader, and a member of
parliament serving Cambodia from
2013 - 2017 until the dissolution of
the opposition party, CNRP by Prime
Minister Hun Sen. Dr. Keo last wishes
were two things according to his wife
of 33 years “that he wanted to see the
ending conflict of the Trairatanaram
Temple (Lowell’s famous and longest
Continued to Page 13
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Condemn Arrests of Youth Activists in Cambodia

LOWELL, MA - Today, Con-
gresswoman Lori Trahan (MA-03)
was joined by State Representative-
Elect Vanna Howard (D- 17th Middle-
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We're OPEN

Lowell Primary Care Center
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Nuon in condemning the recent arrests
of more than a dozen Cambodian youth
activists by the Hun Sen regime.

“Prime Minister Hun Sen has
consistently abused his power to si-
lence those who disagree with him and
maintain authoritarian control over the
Cambodian people. These unconscio-
nable violations of human and civil
rights are nothing more than attempts
to rule by fear and intimidate those
who peacefully voice their opposi-
tion,” said Congresswoman Trahan.
“The Prime Minister has an obligation
to uphold the Cambodian Constitu-
tion — a document guaranteeing the
promises of democracy to the people
of Cambodia that he signed and has

vowed repeatedly to uphold. Fulfilling
that obligation starts with ending these
abuses and unconditionally releasing
all political prisoners.”

In what amounts to be a pattern
of ongoing human rights violations,
the Cambodian government under the
leadership of Prime Minister Hun Sen
has continued a systematic attempt to
undermine and silence critics of his
administration. Activists have been
detained and prosecuted for express-
ing dissenting views of their own
government, participating in peace-
ful protests, and associating with the
Cambodia National Rescue Party, the
former opposition party.

Most recently, Cambodian au-
thorities arrested 14 youth and en-
vironmental activists on incitement
charges in recent weeks as they orga-
nized and participated in peaceful pro-
tests. Nearly a dozen of those arrested
were planning protests calling for the
release of Rong Chhun, the president
of the Cambodian Confederation of
Unions, who was previously detained
on similar charges after calling on Hun
Sen’s government to address a litany

Continued to Page 15
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ONLINE EDITIONS
AVAILABLE AT
KHMERPOSTUSA.COM

PRINT READERSHIP

50,000 Monthly / 600,000 Annually
Plus additional exposure in our online
editions at khmerpostusa.com

2020 PRINTING SCHEDULES

EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 1, 2020

ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES
All ads are printed in Full Color

KhmerPost USA

Ad Size (WxH) 1lssue 3 Months (6 Issues) 6 Months (12 Issues) 12 Months (24 Issues)
5% Savings 7.5% Savings 10% Savings
Full (10” wide x 13" tall) $460 $2,622 $5,106 $9,936
1/2 (10” wide x 6.5" tall) 310 1,674 3,441 6,696
1/4 (5" wide x 6.5” tall) 165 940 1831 3,564
1/8 (5” wide x 3.25" tall) 90 513 999 1,944

Your ad is also published in our online editions of the newspaper at khmerpostusa.com

25 Locations in Lynn & Revere, MA - 1,000 copies
25 Locations in Providence & Cranston, Rl - 2,000 copies
Additional distribution online

Khmer Post USA
Distribution Locations Include:
Households = Markets » Retail Businesses
Restaurants = Office Buildings = Government Offices
Chamber of Commerce » Buddhist Temple
Laundromats = And Much More

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA

2020 PRINTING DATES ADVERTISING DEADLINE
February 15 -Friday ........... February 13- Thursday
February 29 -Saturday.......... February 28-Friday
March09 -Monday . . ........... March 6 - Friday
March 23 -Monday . ............ March 20 - Friday
Aprii 06 -Monday ............. April 3 - Friday
April 20 -Monday ............ April 17 - Friday
May 04 -Monday. . .............. May 1 - Friday
May 18 -Monday................ May 15 - Friday
Junel-Monday ............... May 29 - Friday
June15-Monday .............. June 10 - Wednesday
July 1-Wednesday ............. June 26 - Friday
July15-Wednesday ............ July 10 - Friday
August1-Saturday . ............ July 27- Monday
‘ c August 15-Saturday ............ August 10 - Monday
September 1-Tuesday .......... August 27 - Thursday
September 15 - Tuesday ......... September 10 - Thursday
October1-Thursday . ........... September 26 - Saturday
October 15-Thursday . .......... October 10 -Saturday
November 1 - Sunday ........... October 27 - Tuesday
Dlg.‘r%';l;llil.ﬁrou November 15-5Sunday .......... MNovember 10 - Tuesday

December 1 - Tuesday ........... November 25 - Wednesday

70+ Locations in Lowell, MA - 7,000 copies December 15-Tuesday .......... December 10 - Thursday

Advertising deadlines are 5 business days prior to printing date.

CONTACT INFO
27 Jackson Street » Unit 329 » Lowell, MA 01852
Tel: 978.677.7163 » Fax: 978.677.7092
Email: khmerpostusa@gmail.com
www.khmerpostusa.com

Khmer Post USA is a proud member of New Engfand Press & Newspaper Association
and Greater Memimack Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA
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Lowell’s first Cambodian Dentist
/ From Page 04
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lawsuits that went more than 15
years about the Upstairs and Down-
stairs temple in N. Chelmsford) and
that Prime Minister Hun Sen will
loose his power and let Cambodia be
truly a free and democratic country.
But unfortunately, he lost the battle.
He didn’t live to see the Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Sen lost his pow-
er”, said Mrs. Sokhem Vong.

His eldest son Dr. Doungvannak
Keo from Florida spoke on behalf of
the family “He’s a person who has a
great heart. Always willing to help oth-
ers. We as the family will try to con-
tinue his legacy that he passed on to
the younger generations, especially all
his kids and grandkids ”. As a father,

he was very principled, as a friend, the
closest ones got bossed around, and as
a leader, he is tough. In his final days
in bed, attended by his wife, said he
listens to Khmer radio all day. There
were times he remembers, other time
he went in sleep. Yet still wishing for
his country to achieve its full freedom
that was all in his mind” said she.

Dr. Keo Sambath is survived by
his wife, Mrs. Sokhem Vong, and 9
children Nissay Keo, Pychey Rin, Lun
Keo, Saudaneth Keo, Phodavine Keo,
Sovicheth Keo, Dr. Duongvannak
Keo, Dr. Phanith Keo, and Nolinne
Keo and 10 grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews.
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Congresswoman Trahan, Local Officials
Condemn Arrests of Youth Activists in Cambodia

/From Page 06

of criticisms on public radio. Three
other activists were arrested on Sep-
tember 3rd after they posted on social
media about plans to organize a peaceful
march in protest of a development project
with potentially harmful effects to the
environment.

“As a survivor of the genocide
that occurred in Cambodia, my country
of origin, I have a strong feeling about
governments that deny freedom. I
strongly support Congresswoman Trahan
and others for demanding reforms and
standing up for human rights. People
should be allowed to express them-
selves peacefully and freely, in any
country, including Cambodia. Speak-
ing to power is what democracy is
all about,” said Representative-Elect
Howard.

“The very foundation of democ-
racy is rooted in two basic human
rights—freedom of thought and the

freedom to express those thoughts.
Locking up those who voice opposi-
tion to their government is an egre-
gious abuse of power. We must pub-
licly condemn the actions of the Hun
Sen administration in Cambodia and
hold it responsible for these violations
of both their national and international
law,” said Councilor Nuon.

Prime Minister Hun Sen’s gov-
ernment has repeatedly violated ba-
sic human and civil rights afforded
to Cambodian citizens under national
and international law. On two separate
occasions in 2013 and 2014, protest-
ers were the victims of brutal security
force crackdowns at Freedom Park — a
public demonstration area in the capi-
tal city of Phnom Penh that has since
been moved to the outskirts of the city
in another attempt to silence dissent-
ing voices.
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