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Massachusetts Health Connector Open Health Insurance
Enrollment Period Begins November 6, 2020 - January 23, 2021

By Khmer Post USA

October 22, 2020 — Recognizing the
need for expert assistance is higher than
ever, the Massachusetts Health Connector
has 18 community-based Navigator orga-
nizations ready to provide health insur-
ance enrollment help to residents, including
10 with newly-expanded capacity to provide
additional support during the COVID-19
pandemic.

With the 18 Navigator organizations
and 100 people working as Navigators,
this is the largest Navigator program in
Massachusetts since its inception for 2014
Open Enrollment as part of the Affordable
Care Act. Navigators traditionally provide
direct, in-person assistance to residents in
their communities who need help accessing
Health Connector coverage. As the Health
Connector enters Open Enrollment for
2021, many Navigators will be providing
virtual assistance to supplement more lim-
ited in-person help due to COVID-19.

“Having access to knowledgeable,
experienced help is more important than
ever for people who need Health Connector
coverage going into 2021,” said Louis
Gutierrez, the Executive Director of the
Massachusetts Health Connector. “Our
Navigators have substantial impact, helping
thousands of Health Connector members
and new applicants every year, and their
services are all the more necessary amid
this year’s pandemic challenge. They are
here to deliver quality, affordable health
coverage to the people they serve.’

During Open Enrollment, anyone
without health insurance can enroll into
coverage for 2021. This includes people

who may have lost their job and work-based
health insurance in 2020 and have been
without coverage. Additionally, people who

'" ||||||

Kesla Mareta - Navigatos |

Maria Caspentes - Nawigal

=

m..!rr,l astminr - Health

?'..., _‘

completing an application, guidance on
plan selection, providing documentation
as necessary, and help throughout the year

i
-

¥

Repeeteniatioe FRriich

| Joslane Martinez

Subeill Bivera

dn.mh Crighon L.d \

MNavigator

MA Health Connector press conference with elected officials from Lynn and Lawrence. In attendance
were Mayor Thomas McGee and Rep. Ehrlich in Lynn; Rep. Minicucci, and Rep. Danvers in Lawrence and
Navigators from around commonwealth to discuss the covid-19 assistance for health insurance enrollment.

may have enrolled in COBRA coverage
after losing a job this year can apply for
coverage and find out if they qualify for
subsidized coverage through the Health
Connector, which through the Connector-
Care program provides plans with reduced
premiums and co-pays, and no deductibles
— and will likely be far more affordable
than COBRA plans.

By working with a Navigator, Health
Connector members and applicants are
able to tap into a broad range of help, including

when members have questions about their
coverage or Health Connector account.
These services help people get into cover-
age and help make sure they stay covered,
and Navigators provide these services in a
range of languages and in ways designed
to support the diverse populations of the
Commonwealth.

All 16 organizations from the last
two-year Navigator cycle return for the
new round that runs through June 2022,
along with two organizations: Lynn Com-

munity Health Center and Community
Health Programs, which is headquartered
in Great Barrington. The organizations
will house Navigators in 32 location, and
can provide assistance in a total of 23 lan-
guages. Massachusetts residents can learn
more about the Navigator program and
find Navigators and other assisters in their
community at the Health Connector website.

Due to COVID-19, the Health Con-
nector’s walk-in centers remained closed.
In order to help applicants and members
who rely on the walk-in center for sup-
port, the Health Connector is providing
additional capacity opportunities at 10
Navigators, which will maintain addition-
al support through September 2021. These
Navigators will provide additional staff
and hours to support people who need help
or have questions about their coverage.

Here is a list of the 2020-22 Naviga-
tors, including total grant award amount
for 2020-21 (also including funding for
expanding capacity through September
2021), locations with high density of
Khmer language speaking community are
encourage to utilize their services:

Family Health Center (Worcester)
($285,201), 26 Queen St., 162 Chandler
St., Worcester; 32 Orchard St., South-
bridge. Languages: Albanian, Arabic, Ber-
ber, French, German, Greek, Italian, Kaba,
Nepali, Sango, Spanish, Portuguese, Viet-
namese. This organization will provide
additional support.

Greater Lawrence Community Action
Council, Inc. ($183,727), 305 Essex St..
Languages: Spanish. This organization
will provide additional support.

Lynn Community Health Center
($100,000), 269 Union St. Languages:
Spanish, Portuguese, Khmer, Russian

Franmsco] . Rosa, Esq.
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Lowell Primary Care Center
OPEN DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Telehealth
Primary Care & Behavioral Health
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Major Cambodian American Victories in 2020 US Elections
First Two Khmer Women Elected to State and Local Offices

By Soben Pin

Boston, MA—The 2020 US Elec-
tions made history. Republicans and Dem-
ocrats struggle in a tight race. For Cambo-
dian Americans, there are two definite
victories: the first Khmer woman elected
to the State House Representative Vanna
Howard, and the first Cambodian Ameri-
can and first Khmer woman elected to the
City Council in Long Beach, California.
This election is a big milestone for Cam-
bodian American history.

The United States Presidential race
gave a victory to Democrat Joe Bidden on
Saturday night, 5 days after the election,
as key states flipped Blue. At 264 electoral
votes, Bidden needed only 6 more elec-
toral votes to win his presidency. Pennsyl-
vania turned blue late Saturday by a small
margin of 60,233 votes or (49.9% vs.
49.0%) and resulted in Joe Bidden becom-
ing the next president of the United States.
President-Elect Joe Bidden and Vice Pres-
ident-Elect Kamala Harris delivered the
victory speech in Wilmington, Delaware.

Long Beach City Council-Elect
Dr. Suely Saro

gia, Michigan, and Nevada in an effort to
contest the election results. Many lawsuits
were thrown out of the courts. In his tweet,
Joe Bidden said that he “ran the campaign
as a proud democrat but he will be the

65% for Bidden, and also elected the first
Khmer Woman to the State House Repre-
sentative. Vanna Howard will represent
district 17, which includes part of down-
town Lowell and Chelmsford.

President Donald J. Trump, President-Elect Joe Bidden

American President”. President Trump
held a press conference on the 3rd day af-
ter the election and said that there was

liii
reon

MA State Rep-Elect
Vanna Howard

President-Elect Joe Bidden and Vice President-Elect Kamala Harris

In the following days, Bidden won a few
more states. Now President-Elect Joe Bid-
den has a majority of 291 electoral votes,
however, President Trump still have not
conceded.

President Trump also filed several
lawsuits in key states as the election re-
sults were narrow in Pennsylvania, Geor-

voter suppression, and voting irregularity
and he will protect the American legal
votes. And he tweeted that he “won the
campaign by large” on the same day Bid-
den declared his victory, twitter flagged
the president’s post for the first time in 4
years of his presidency.

voted

Meanwhile, Massachusetts

In Long Beach, California, first of
the first. First Cambodian American and
first Khmer woman also was elected to the
City council in Long Beach, Dr. Suely
Saro, for the 6th District. She beat a pow-
erful Vice Mayor Dee Andrew by over

60% of the votes (7,528 votes vs. 5,047
votes).

The 6th District includes Signal Hill
and part of Cambodia Town in Long
Beach. District 6 is not where the majority
Cambodian Americans live; however, Dr.
Suely Saro ran an aggressive campaign
since the beginning that put her in position
to win by rallying all local officials, demo-
crats, clubs organizations, and labor
unions endorsements, racking up to more
than 2 dozen endorsements, including
Senator Bernie Sander.

Vanna Howard on the other hand, is
an experienced politician having worked
with Congresswoman Niki Tsongas for
more than 10 years as the Regional Direc-
tor, serving over 800 thousands people in
the 3rd congressional district of Massa-
chusetts. Dr. Suely Saro on the other coast,
worked with former State Senator Ricardo
Lara that paved her the way to the 6th dis-
trict and L.A. region. She also served as
the Chairperson of Long Beach’s Citizen
Police Complaint Commission, and cur-
rently is a professor at Cal State, Los Angeles.

The 2020 U.S presidential election is
a remarkable year for Cambodian Ameri-
cans as the first two Khmer women are
elected to the highest public offices and
they make history.
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Home Care Agenc

Group Adults Foster Care Program
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tgfninel i N 181 (Nurse), Case Manager 81 Home Health Aide
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Lynn, Revere, Boston E‘hﬁﬁﬁlfﬁm

TassTgery e live in subsidized or public housing
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g v s
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e age 22 years and older
e eligible for Masshealth Standard

¥ e . 4 ‘ ' 'y Benefits you will get:
o MNTOFIGNVISYW FUGWHSHIUATHEANUIYYW rsonal care service in vour home
fygaresmsisifyoiy * Pe yo ’

. ﬁgmﬁﬁw@ﬁ@?ﬁgf’mﬁf’gﬁ e Medication Managemant
B e . Fanus g et e anindividual care plan developed by a registered
r E a ¥ =

é\ﬂ"ﬂf{” ShroarenBr nurse and case manager
. ﬁmﬁfmrfﬁrmﬁﬁ@?fmim@ﬂﬁmUﬁugm'* e ongoing monitoring of needs
o WHIRHHIGRNAISEADETES e 24-hour access to services

(S BN LA BRIHROBH
To register, please contact:

Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
Office: 144 Merrimack St., Suite 404. Lowell, MA 01852
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Law Office of Thomas Stylianos Jr.
287 Appleton St. Lowell MA 01852

e Immigration eHigULiE
e Auto Crash  eI[H1ISHIRIBWE
e Divorce o stinse f{ung

m'ﬁmﬁ@ﬁ TNM U ii 978-459-5000 or 800-308-3766
www.thomasinlowell.com
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