A

www dehmesp

oStusafcom

e e\

Eﬁ‘ﬂﬁﬂ&iﬁ??g

t‘:?f&%

I

) ExS S o

KhmerPos’r USA

Lowell - Lynn - Revere - MA * Providence - Cranston - Rl

Vol. 13. Issue #305
Nov 27™, 2020
Office: 978-677-7163
Direct: 978-656-8141
Email:Khmerpostusa@gmail.com

ol ot ismid§ugngurnf igi. A Cambodian American Civil Rights

nytginnigmhywpmaiuhng
rEMesisiging oc

Bs

gnnjannjEim gibowo isidinm
rumeisiging ow

AANURIENEIANTE SuRANLN]]-
URBUIRL]... umsisigig or

miginfoumuhethuwniagnth
rBMsigiéNis oo

ndin  SuuSapmSIRigfingn
nsyRImaisIntivsnjaob sl
(ISAUTYEIGIGEN Thanksgiving Day

ig8ld i2iEm gibolo

1w 0 e

pinndnirismumegamiyin el iggos gl m gikowo
mg‘ltiliﬁir:}imtﬂE‘IﬁrﬂUGUUEﬂIE‘]ﬁJﬁEﬂEB‘it‘iﬂtﬂtﬁﬁgs’an}Eﬂﬁ 144
ganmitivenyimi 1eligiee ishihicnns insladin gl
Buignuneg 1SMEFiRGIE Thanksgiving Day 181 [ nymh 1
ghghinmemmEs Ahufnumten:uRjuignehi (CNIRP)

His Excellency Thach Setha

Gtgfns ton w1 suttdenmeslGGuany aniter-mdin
iR ththunyted g van s ismamA uEitmang
(g 18 s BurthAmumudane 4
mgusnpeinymmalanaimissgumnaigingy
Yi18e IMWMITANIEHAN: Ui [IE (CNRP) IBRMSmE
D mmimates ge ju mﬁmstgmgag"lm@d BAN:UT{UM
ﬁsﬁig’m(CPP)msmmmﬁﬁjméﬁME’fﬁigtﬁgﬂ[ﬁtgm )
munstnwimeynivumee neigwmiimamniitms
guth mitwe § esye 18605 (Cambodia Daily) 19 Jmf{:ﬁﬁﬁ (RFA)
Hitg rgphiuing (voD) umdsmeln memdgnmin
wryRegusnhwanismng  meldiie od

Lawyer Theary C. Seng and 67 others
Face Trials for Treason in Cambodia
on Thanksgiving Day

By Soben Pin

Two prominent figures charged for treason are including
Theary C. Seng, a Cambodian American civil rights lawyer and
His Excellency Thach Setha, former Cambodia Parliamentary

Senator —a Khmer Krom native from Preah Trapeang Province,
Kampuchea Krom.

New record found the number people have been
summoned to court for treason as many as 140 people,
who mostly are the CNRP members. Two prominent
figures charged for treason are including Theary C.
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Seng, a Cambodian American civil rights lawyer and
His Excellency Thach Setha, former Cambodia Par-
liamentary Senator (1996-2015) who is from Preah
Trapeang Province, Kampuchea Krom. Present today
under Vietnam, known as Tra Vinh Province. Over 34
people appeared in court today and they were divided
into two groups for their trial dates. Theary’s court date
has moved to January 14, 2021. H.E. Thach Setha’s
court date moved to March 4th, 2021.

In the midst of a U.S. election chaos, on November
4th, 2020, the Cambodia authority ordered 67 political
activists to stand trial for treason today at 8 pm — U.S.
Eastern time, or Thursday 8 am Thanksgiving Day in
Cambodia. This includes Continued to Page 08
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Excellent Service Since 1987

Auto, Truck and Motorcycle Accidents
Immigration * Tax » Bankruptcy

Tax Resolution & Defense

Thank yvou far your continued confidence
In our office to handle your fegal and tax matters.
We look forward fo serving you well into the future.

16 Pine Street » Lowell, MA » 978-459-8359 » www.attorneyhaskell.com
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Lowell Primary Care Center
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Sokharith Mey, M.D. Chhan Touch, C.N.P.
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Now Accepting New Patients

Sgig I8N

Y
Family Medicine & Behavioral Health
HIRTHIEN S
1075 Westford Street, Unit 204 ¢« Lowell, MA 01851 ¢ (978) 455-7992
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We Accept MassHealth, Medlcare and Other Health Insurances
Our Staff Speaks Khmer e Plenty of Free Parking
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Lynn Community Health Center Boston Public Health Commission Greater Lawrence Community Action Council
781-581-3900 1800-847-0710 | 617-534-5050 978-620-4784
269 Union St, Lynn, MA 01901 1010 Massachusetts Ave, Boston, MA 02118 305 Essex St, Lawrence, MA 01840
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SERVICES

Bankruptcy

Immigration

Consumer Protection

Real Estate Closings/Disputes
Divorces Child Custody

Lawafice of
T2 Rosa & Taing It

ATTORNEY AT LAW
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Auto Accidents/ Personal Injury e |

1550 Middlesex Street Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-458-0934 | at@rosataing.com
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We're OPEN

Lowell Primary Care Center
OPEN DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Telehealth
Primary Care & Behavioral Health
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We're OPEN

Lynn Primary Care Center
OPEN DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Telehealth
Primary Care & Behavioral Health
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Continued from page 01

A Cambodian American Civil Rights Lawyer
Theary C. Seng and 67 others Face Trials for Trea-
son in Cambodia on Thanksgiving Day

mostly former CNRP mem-
bers, but also includes Theary C.
Seng, a Cambodian American civil
rights lawyer, known as one of the
most outspoken rights activists
against Prime Minister Hun Sen
and his government.

Human rights in Cambodia
has rapidly worsened over the past
three years, after the dissolution of
the opposition party— the CNRP
which had 55 members elected in
the National Assembly. In the 2018
election, Cambodia’s ruling party,
the CPP has become a one party
ruling state.

Since then, the regime has
shutdown the free press such as the
Cambodia Daily newspaper, Radio
Free Asia, and Voice of Democracy;
then arrested journalists, rights ac-
tivists for peaceful demonstrations,
and others for Facebook postings
which resulted in 55 people jailed
for politically motivated charges.
It has been a systematic suppres-
sion of many Cambodian activists
and civil society, but no one fore-
saw this large summon all at once
around this holiday.

Cambodian American civil so-
ciety has started a petition in late
summer with regards to the arrest
of union leader Rong Chhun and
14 other youth activists and urged
their congress members and sena-
tors to take action.

Because everyone has been
busy with the U.S. election, a joint
letter from two Massachusetts sena-
tors, Elizabeth Warren and Edward
Markey, Senator Dianne Feinstein
from California, House of Rep.
Alan Lowenthal, Lori Trahan, Seth
Moulton, and Ted Yoho was sent
to Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
after the election. The letter, dated
November 16, urged Secretary
Pompeo to coordinate efforts to put
more pressure on the Cambodian
government after 55 arrests; how-
ever, they were not aware of the
new cases. The news did not reach
the U.S. government because the
U.S has been pre-occupied with the

election. All news channels were
focused on the neck-to-neck race,
and the presidential victory which
was not declared until 5 days after
the election.

The Cambodia government
wasted no time. 68 people were
charged with conspiracy of treason
on November 4th (on U.S. election
day); paper notices were posted at
the closed CNRP headquarters on
November 14th. Some people re-
ceived their notice in person, oth-
ers through announcement in the
media. Meanwhile U.S. Congress
members and Senators were pre-
paring a letter in respond to Prime
Minister Hun Sen and his govern-
ment based on the latest informa-
tion from Human Rights Watch
which reported 55 individuals are
political prisoners as of October—
now, there could be as many more
than 100 people going to prison as
the trial starts on Thanksgiving day
as more people received summons.
“We know that this is not about
law. If this was about law, due
process was violated all over the
place, the case should have been
dismissed on that simple ground.
But this is political and it’s about
power play” Theary C. Seng said.
“It’s a show trial and I am prepared
to go to prison, and let’s remember
that this isn’t about me, let’s think
of others who are in this situation
and have less means than me to de-
fend themselves and lift them up in
our prayers”.

With this fast development,
while President-Elect Joe Bidden
was working on making his transi-
tion, and as President Trump is still
contesting the election results with
lawsuits using baseless claims and
having them thrown out in many
states; Prime Minister Hun Sen is
also using his court to get rid of the
opposition party members, includ-
ing former Senator Thach Setha
who was elected and served from
1996 to 2015. He is among those
currently ordered to stand trial for
treason.

His Excellency Thach Setha
said Continued to Page 12
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETING

The next meeting of the North-
ern Middlesex Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization (NMMPO) will
be held virtually on December 2,
2020 at 2:00 PM. At this meeting,
the NMMPO will hear updates on
adjustments to the regional Trans-
portation Improvement Program
(TIP) on funding for two LRTA
projects. In addition the MPO will
consider performance manage-
ment and the regional transporta-

tion safety report. The full agenda

can be found at www.nmcog.org.

Notice: NMMPO meetings are
currently being held virtually via
the Zoom platform. Information
about accessing the meeting will
be posted at www.nmcog.org. You
can also get information on meeting
access by calling 978-454-8021,
ext. 121 or by emailing jhoward@
nmcog.org. The NMMPO pro-
vides reasonable accommodations
and/or language assistance free
of charge upon request (including
but not limited to interpreters in
American Sign Language and lan-
guages other than English, open or
closed captioning for videos, assis-
tive listening devices and alternate
material formats), as available. For
assistance, please contact Justin
Howard at (978) 454-8021, ext.
121 or at jhoward@nmcog.org.
Requests should be made as soon
as possible for services requiring
advanced arrangements, including
sign language, CART or language

translation or interpretation.
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Continued from page 08

A Cambodian American Civil Rights Lawyer
Theary C. Seng and 67 others Face Trials for Trea-
son in Cambodia on Thanksgiving Day

regarding the court “it’s like in
Khmer Rouge era, they round up
people for treason, then use their
court to eliminate them. I was ac-
cused of treason. I asked now who
have I conspired to commit treason
for?”

Theary C. Seng gives interview to media
outside of Phnom Penh court 11/26/2020

Theary C. Seng, as a U.S. citi-
zen, requested U.S. Ambassador

Patrick Murphy to appear in court,
she believed that will speak vol-
umes and Prime Minister Hun Sen
may change his course. Khmer Post
USA called the U.S. Ambassador’s
office in Phnom Penh to see if he
will attend the trial but was not able
to reach him for comments.

Jared Genser, a well known
international human rights law-
yer, represents Theary C. Seng pro
bono sent out an urgent action ap-
peal on Monday to the United Na-
tions special rapporteur — there
has been no response because of
the Thanksgiving holiday.

Beej Das, U.S. Constitutional
lawyer and Theary C. Seng’s former
classmate at Michigan Law School
said “any Cambodian descendent
should be up-in-arms about Cam-
bodia right now, even people who
support the regime should be con-
cerned when free speech is no lon-
ger free. When this

Continued to Page 15
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Continued from page 12

A Cambodian American Civil
Rights Lawyer Theary C. Seng
and 67 others Face Trials for
Treason in Cambodia on Thanks-
giving Day

happens, it never has a good ending for any
country”.

In an interview with Khmer Post USA,
Jared said “I will spare no efforts if Theary is
detained to make sure her story is known by
people around the world. What she is going
through. Make sure we go after him and his
cronies through target sanctions, assets freeze,
to make him and his regime accountable, obvi-
ously ultimately to secure Theary’s release, and
to highlight the broader human rights situation
in Cambodia with the goal to force him to relent
and step back from the oppression”.

“Talking about treason. He [Prime Minister
Hun Sen] should be charged with treason, be-
cause treason is to sell the soul of a nation for
foreigners” Theary said.

In October, Cambodia King Norodom Si-
hamoni spent an extensive amount of time in
China after Prime Minister Hun Sen introduced
his son, Hun Manet, a current top general of
Cambodia military, to Chinese president Xi. As
has been shown in recent months, Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen chose to look to China and ignored
the United States and the European Union. It
should be noted that Cambodia owes more
$500 million in U.S. loans under the 1970-75
Lon Nol government, and $1.5 billion of debt
to Russia during the Vietnamese 1979-89 oc-
cupation. In contrast China has forgiven debts
incurred during the Khmer Rouge era 1975-79.
More recently, China has a footing in Cambo-
dia building an airport and businesses. While
Cambodia policies has aligned with China on
the surface and overlooked by the international
community, Prime Minister Hun Sen is working
on fulfilling the 2005 treaty with Vietnam, in he
which ignored and violated the international
1991 Paris Peace Agreement Accords on Cam-
bodia. In recent months, Vietnam border posts
were reportedly moved into Cambodia land and
the villagers reported their lost of lands. Mr.
Rong Chhun and his supporters were arrested
and jailed for speaking up about the border is-
sue with Vietnam.
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