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Scholars of the Student Movement for
Democracy (SMD) have strongly condemned
the Phnom Penh Municipal Court, which
sentenced six environmental activists to
prison and fined them a grave injustice.

Please see Group of advocates say Phnom Penh /11
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Lowell Primary Care Center
OPEN DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC
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dia-Vietnam border under the pretext of preventing
transmission of Covid-19 virus

By: The Cambodia Daily
April 13,2021

The Vietnamese government
has sent large numbers of troops to
patrol the Cambodian-Vietnamese
border under the pretext of protect-
ing Cambodians and Vietnamese
people living in Cambodia illegally
crossing the border into Vietnam
during the Covid-19 outbreak ear-
lier this May.

Vietnam's VN Express Interna-
tional reported on May 3, 2021 that
the Vietnamese government sent
more than 300 troops to the Cam-
bodian border on May 1 to prevent
illegal border crossings during the
outbreak of Covid-19 disease.

In Tay Ninh province, there are
258 Vietnamese soldiers patrolling
the border to protect illegal immi-
grants, the source said. In Binh
Phuoc province, more than 50 Viet-
namese troops arrived at border
checkpoints to prevent illegal human
trafficking, which could lead to the
transmission of the Covid-19 virus.

The claim comes after the Viet-
namese government deployed its
troops along the Cambodian-Viet-
namese border, while the Cambo-
dian government did not publicize
the issue at all.

Article 1 of the 1991 Paris Peace
Accords states that in order to safe-
guard the sovereignty, independence
and territorial integrity of each
country, there must be no threat or
use of force against the territorial
integrity, political independence of
any State or by any attitude that are
not in line with the purposes of the
United Nations.

Mr. Men Nath, chairman of the
Cambodian Monitoring Council and
chairman of the Student Movement

for Democracy, told The Cambodia
daily on May 4 that he was deeply
concerned when the Vietnamese
government sent hundreds of troops
deployed/scattered along the Cam-
bodian-Vietnamese border, while
the Cambodian government seemed
to remain silent and pro-government
media outlets did not publish.

He claimed that the deployment
of Vietnamese troops without noti-
fying the Cambodian government
was a sign of serious threat to Cam-
bodia's national security, despite the
Vietnamese side arguing that it was
to prevent the illegal entry of Cam-
bodians or the Vietnamese people
living in Cambodia.

The chairman of the Cambo-
dian Monitoring Council criticized
that so far, the Cambodian govern-
ment has not officially informed its
citizens about the situation along
the Cambodian-Vietnamese border.

In addition, the deployment of
Vietnamese troops is a testament to
the actions of the Vietnamese gov-
ernment, which is threatening Cam-
bodia's sovereignty and seriously
violating the 1991 Paris Peace Ac-
cords, of which it is a signatory.

Social watchdogs warn that
Cambodia will disappear from the
world map in the future if Cambo-
dia remains without national unity
and is still unable to use interna-
tional mechanisms to demarcate its
borders with Vietnam. In this case,
Cambodia not only suffers from a
deteriorating border crisis, but also
faces the loss of the entire country.

Cambodia and Vietnam share a
1,270-kilometer land border, with
the two sides agreeing to set up a
total of 314 border posts, which is
84% complete, while the other 16%
have not yet agreed.
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Executive Director of the Student
Movement for Democracy, Mr.
Touch Vibol, issued a statement on
May 6, 2021, objecting to the deci-
sion of the Phnom Penh Municipal
Court, which unjustly tried environ-
mental activists, including Mr. Thon
Ratha, Miss Phoun Keo Raksmey
and Miss Long Kunthea, under the
charge of incitement, causing seri-
ous chaos to social security.

He considers the trial to be a
deliberate, strategic, corrupt politi-
cal ploy to continue to oppress
excessively the legitimate rights and
freedoms of the people of the king-
dom, who have the full obligation
to decide their own national destiny.

He demanded that the Cambo-
dian government and court drop all
charges and release the environmen-
tal activists so that they could con-
tinue to exercise their constitu-
tional rights and international law
on civil and political rights.

The Executive Director of the
Student Movement called on the
National Assembly of Cambodia to
amend and repeal the article of the
law on incitement to commit of-
fenses of the Penal Code immedi-
ately, because this article of the law
restricts citizen’s freedom of expres-
sion and action for society seri-
ously.

He stressed that if the govern-
ment and the National Assembly
continue to narrow the space for
civil liberties, this state organization
will become a tool to deepen the
power of groups or individuals in
power.

The Phnom Penh Municipal
Court on May 5, 2021 sentenced
the mothers of the Mother Nature
Movement, Mr. Thon Ratha, Mr.
Alex, Ms. Phuong Keo Raksmey,
Ms. Long Kunthea and Ms. Chea
Kunthy, to 18 to 20 months in

prison each and a fine of 8 million
riels.

However, Article 41 of the
Cambodian Constitution states that
Cambodian citizens have the right
to freedom of expression, freedom
of the press, freedom of the publica-
tion and freedom of assembly. In
addition, Article 35 also states that
Cambodian citizens of both sexes
have the right to actively participate
in the political, economic, social,
and cultural life of the nation.

Socio-political analyst Dr. Lao
Mong Hay wrote on his Facebook
account on May 6, 2021 that the
charges and imprisonment of envi-
ronmental activists for inciting seri-
ous social unrest under Article 495
of the Penal Code is incorrect.

He stated that they exercised
their freedom of expression peace-
fully and did not harm the honor of
others, the good traditions of society,
public order, and national security.

Moreover, international human
rights groups warn that the sentenc-
ing is a clear sign that the Cambo-
dian government continues to oppose
the Mother Nature organization,
which only works to protect the
environment.

Human Rights Watch Deputy
Director for Asia Phil Robertson
calls on UN agencies and donors to
call for an end to unjust sentences
and the release of three detained
environmental activists immedi-
ately without conditions.

Mother Nature Youth was ar-
rested and detained by Phnom Penh
authorities on September 3, 2020
on charges of inciting serious social
unrest after they requested to meet
with the Prime Minister Hun Sen
to ask him to stop deleting/land
filling Boeung Ta Mok or Boeung
Kob Srov.
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The Northern Middlesex Met-
ropolitan Planning Organization
(NMMPO) has released for public
comment the draft FFY 2022-2026
Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP). The TIP is a programming and
management document containing all
federally funded transportation projects
planned over the next 5 years. Copies
of the draft document can be found
at www.nmcog.org.

There are two virtual public
meetings currently scheduled. First, a
public meeting to receive comments
on the draft TIP will be held on May
12, 5:30 PM. You may also submit
comments by phone at (978) 454-
8021, ext. 121, or by email: jhoward@
nmcog.org or by mailing to NMCOG,
40 Church Street, Suite 200, Lowell
MA 01852. The public comment
period for the TIP ends May 21. The
second is a meeting of the NMMPO
scheduled for May 26 at 2:00 PM,
when the Draft FFY 2022-2026 TIP
will be considered for endorsement.
The NMMPO’s public participation
process satisfies the LRTA’s public
participation requirements for the
program of projects.

Notice: Due to the ongoing
state of emergency, these meetings
will be held virtually via the Zoom
platform. Information about access-
ing these meetings will be posted at
www.nmcog.org. You can also get
information on access to the meeting
by calling 978-454-8021, ext. 121.
The NMMPO provides reasonable
accommodations and/or language as-
sistance free of charge upon request
(including but not limited to interpret-
ers in American Sign Language and
languages other than English, open or
closed captioning for videos, assistive
listening devices and alternate material
formats), as available. For assistance,
please contact Justin Howard at (978)
454-8021, ext. 121 or at jhoward@
nmcog.org. Requests should be made
as soon as possible for services requir-
ing advanced arrangements, including
sign language, CART or language
translation or interpretation.
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Home Care Agenc

Group Adults Foster Care Program
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At no Cost to you
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tgfnin el i N 181 (Nurse), Case Manager 81 Home Health Aide
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Lynn, Revere, Boston Ehﬁﬁﬁlfﬁm

ffjfgfij’ffg’n _ e live in subsidized or public housing
muy OB gingrieg! e age 22 years and older

s i e eligible for Masshealth Standard
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. fﬁsmffﬁfﬁmgfﬂgﬁmgrggym Fnurrgfanm e an individual care plan developed by a registered
é\‘i‘mf? Sarsrrngl ¢ i nurse and case manager
. ﬁmﬁfmrfﬁrmﬁﬁ@?fmim@ﬂﬁmUﬁugm'* e ongoing monitoring of needs
o AHIIHHIGHRITARDETEIS e 24-hour access to services
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To register, please contact:

Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
Office: 144 Merrimack St., Suite 404. Lowell, MA 01852
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COLLISION REPAIR

BEEN IN AN ACCIDENT?
FROM DENTS TO TOTALED,
WE CAN FIX IT ALL
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We're OPEN

Lynn Primary Care Center
OPEN DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Telehealth
Primary Care & Behavioral Health
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Call: (781) 780-7755
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The KhmerPost USA is a free biweekly Cambodian newspaper and serves
the Greater Merrimack Valley, Boston, and Rhode Island. It prints mosily in
Khmer and provides important news and information to the people who often
are isolated from the larger community due to a language barrier. This in-
cludes not only national and international news but practical local information
conceming health, education, politics, businesses and community involve-
ment. It publishes twice a month from Lowell, Massachusetts.

Mail subscription is available within the U5, & Canada at $60.00 year.
Follow us: Facebook | Twitter

KhmerpostUSA
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PRINT READERSHIP o (98w ONLINE EDITIONS
50,000 Monthly / 600,000 Annually g ¥ AVAILABLE AT
Plus additional exposure in our online KhmerP051 USA KHMERPOSTUSA.COM

editions at khmerpostusa.com

2021 PRINTING SCHEDULES

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021

ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES
All ads are printed in Full Color

Ad Size (WxH) 1lssue 3 Months (6 Issues) 6 Months (12 Issues) 12 Months (24 Issues)
5% Savings 7.5% Savings 10% Savings
Full (10" wide x 13" tall) $460 $2,622 $5,106 $9,936
1/2 (10” wide x 6.5” tall) 310 1,674 3,441 6,696
1/4 (5” wide x 6.5 tall) 165 940 1831 3,564
1/8 (5" wide x 3.25" tall) 90 513 999 1,944

Your ad is also published in our online editions of the newspaper at khmerpostusa.com

&

Khmer Post USA
Distribution Locations Include:
Households » Markets » Retail Businesses
Restaurants » Office Buildings * Government Offices
Chamber of Commerce = Buddhist Temple

Laundromats » And Much More

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA

2021 PRINTING DATES

Advertising deadlines are 5 business days
prior to printing date.

January 11 & 25
February 8 & 22
March 8 & 22
April 5 & 19
May 10 & 24
June 7 & 21

July 5 &19
August 9 & 23
September 6th & 20th
October 4 & 18
November 8 & 22
December 6 & 20

MONTHLY
DISTRIBUTION

70+ Locations in Lowell, MA - 7,000 copies
25 Locations in Lynn & Revere, MA - 1,000 copies
25 Locations in Providence & Cranston, Rl - 2,000 copies
Additional distribution online

CONTACT INFO
27 Jackson Street * Unit 329 * Lowell, MA 01852
Tel: 978.677.7163 * Fax: 978.677.7092
Email: khmerpostusa@gmail.com
www.khmerpostusa.com

Khmer Post USA is a proud member of
New England Press & Newspaper Association
and Greater Merimack Valtey Convention and Visitors Bureau

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA

Subscribe
@KhmerPostUSA




