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% Dominik Lay Wins 3 Times in Court,
"**Gets Sworn in as School Committee;

City of Lowell Appeal Continues...

From Front Page

cials also demanded that he resign in-
cluding Congresswoman Lori Trahan,
State Senator Edward Kennedy, State
Representatives Tom Golden, Vanna
Howard and Rady Mom. Lay said it
was unclear at the beginning because
no one reached out to him that as the
7th place vote receiver, by default, he
will be filling in the vacancy. He in-
quired with the city and was later con-
firmed by the city solicitor Christine
P. O’Connor that he will be the next
school committee member. However,
the city solicitor said she doesn’t be-
lieve Lay is a Lowell resident and that
he needs to appeal at the election com-
mission.

At the Lowell Election Commis-
sion which is responsible to certify
that Lay can proceed, one member,
James Pope, voted against Lay, claim-
ing he was not a resident of Lowell.
Chairperson Zoe Dzineku and another
member Beverly Anthes abstained
from voting. With one vote, the com-
mission decided that Lay was not
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eligible to serve. Attorney Roland L.
Milliard, who represented Lay was
present and yelled “the process wasn’t
fair. With one vote, without a quorum,
they decided,” according to Lay. The
city then planned to swear in Ben
Opara, the next-highest vote getter in
the 2019 election. Lay filed a com-
plaint with Middlesex Superior Court
against the City of Lowell and the
Lowell Election Commission seeking
an injunction not to appoint anyone
else to the post until there is a hearing
on his case, citing that “the commis-
sion robbed his opportunity to defend
himself and the process was unfair.”
At the hearing, Judge William M.
White Jr. ruled in Lay’s favor stating
that “viewing the facts and circum-
stances as a whole, it is clear to this
court that Lay’s domicile is in Lowell.
Accordingly, Lay is eligible to fill the
vacancy on the committee” stated the
court memorandum and decision letter
dated March 24, 2021.

Please see /05
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Dominik Lay Wins 3 Times in Court,
Gets Sworn in as School Committee;
City of Lowell Appeal Continues...

From Page 02

Lay’s lawyer, Ronald L. Millard
wrote to the City Clerk Michael Geary
urging him to swear in Lay on April
8, however, the city filed an appeal
so Lay was not sworn in. In a second
ruling, Judge Camille F. Sarrouf ruled
in Lay’s favor on May 6, yet Lay was
still not sworn in, because the city so-
licitor appealed again. The 3rd Lowell
Superior Court Judge J. Henry ruled
on May 12 again and for the third time
in Lay’s favor. Judge Henry’s judge-

Photos by Heang Sreng ™.

ment was “after careful review of the
City's motion, the accompanying ma-
terials and a review of the papers filed
in the Superior Court, I conclude that
the City is unlikely to succeed on the
merits of its appeal. Moreover, the
balance of harms, including that of
the significant public interest at issue
in maintaining the will of the City's
voters, weighs against entering a stay
pending appeal of the Superior Court
judgment. Accordingly, the City's re-
quest for a stay pending appeal is de-
nied.”

Lay was finally sworn in on May
12th, the same day as Judge Henry’s
ruling, after a group of Cambodi-
an American community members
showed up to support Lay at city hall
and were ready to demonstrate if Lay
was not sworn in by city Clerk Mi-
chael Geary.

The question in everyone’s mind
is why this is happening? “Lay said
there are people who don’t like me be-
cause of the way I vote.” In his role as

school committee he votes on budget
spending for public schools and most
recently, give evaluations of the su-
perintendent which had created some
heated debates on the chamber floor.

A Lowell Sun article, the day after
Lay’s first victory in March, cited that
Ben Opara would support the city’s le-
gal challenge should the city decide to
appeal. Khmer Post USA spoke with
Ben Opara on June 30, Ben said he is
not aware why the city is continuing to
pursue this case. He said the judge has
ruled, and everybody should move on.
He has pulled the paper to run for the
election in the fall in a different district
than Lay. Hence, they are not competi-
tors. Lay has also pulled his paper and
will run for district #4 which includes
Acre & Lower Highland. Jackie Doro-
thy, another current school committee
member also pulled the nomination
paper but has yet to declare whether
she will be running for district or an
at-large seat.

Lowell election this year can be
confusing to many but is already pick-
ing up steam from every corner of the
city. At least two candidates have de-
clared their candidacy for each council
seat. Some long term councilors who
served at-large for the last 20 years are
now facing the decision to run district
or at-large. Some councilors will have
to retire because there are 5 current
councilors from one Belvedere dis-
trict.

This change is happening as a re-
sult of a legal challenge by Hout et all
vs. City of Lowell in 2017, claiming
the city-wide election system violated
their civil rights to elect their own lead-
ers. The settlement resulted in Lowell
being divided into 8 district seats and
3 at-large seats. It also changes the
school committee landscape into 4
district school committee and two at-
large school committee seats. Lay had
served as school committee member
for one term from 2018 - 2019.

Khmer Post USA will produce
another report on who’s running in
which district for city council and for
school committee this fall.
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Analysis: Who killed Dr. Kem Ley?

The answer to the question
of who killed Dr. Kem Ley has
remained obscure and remains a
question for the general public for
five years. If this question remains
unanswered, what is the evidence
that the masses can judge and ana-
lyze who is behind this notorious
murder?

Many people suspect that
the Cambodian authorities are
involved in the July 10, 2016 as-
sassination of Dr. Kem Ley. The
massacre is considered by some
national and international human
rights groups, embassies or foreign
governments to be politically moti-
vated or politically motivated.

Murders or political violence
are committed by a group of people
or by any government or political
party for their own political inter-
ests.

Which group or party or gov-
ernment in Cambodia has the pow-
er and interest to assassinate Dr.
Kem Ley?

Dr. Kem Ley is a well-known
social researcher and political ana-
lyst in Cambodia. In addition, Dr.
Kem Ley is a person who dares to
tell the truth and does not spare his
mouth, even though he knows that

his life is in danger because of do-
ing so.

Dr. Kem Ley not only knew
that his life was in danger, but
he also knew that the authorities
would endanger his life.

For example, before the assas-
sination, Dr. Kem Ley used to say
that he never thought he was alive
when analyzed in a society rich in
snakes, sharks and other predators.
This may refer to a group of pow-
erful people that Dr. Kem Ley calls
beasts. Therefore, it can be con-
cluded that Dr. Kem Ley may have
known in advance that the authori-
ties intended to take his life.

Many Cambodian social ob-
servers and citizens have always
considered that what Dr. Kem Ley
did was detrimental to the interests
of the ruling party or party. Be-
cause many Cambodians think so,
they are always worried about the
safety of Dr. Kem Ley. Therefore,
it means that it is understood that
only those groups or the ruling par-
ty can endanger Dr. Kem Ley.

If one looks at the possibility
that the powerful can cause a rain-
storm in Cambodia, only Hun Sen's
ruling party or group. At the same
time, the group or party that is most
affected by the research and dare to
tell the truth of Dr. Kem Ley is the
group or party of Mr. Hun Sen.

So the concern of Dr. Kem
Ley's lover, who is afraid that the
authorities will persecute or kill
him, is very realistic.

In addition, Dr. Kem Ley's re-
search and disclosure has seriously
affected the interests of the ruling
party. This means that the assas-

Please see /14
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Home Care Agenc
Group Adults Foster Care Program
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At no Cost to you
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muy OB gingrieg! e age 22 years and older

s i e eligible for Masshealth Standard
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4. % ¥ * 2 = ok e personal care service in your home,
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é\‘i‘mf? Sarsrrngl ¢ i nurse and case manager
. ﬁmﬁfmrfﬁrmﬁﬁ@?fmim@ﬂﬁmUﬁugm'* e ongoing monitoring of needs
o AHIIHHIGHRITARDETEIS e 24-hour access to services
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To register, please contact:

Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
Office: 144 Merrimack St., Suite 404. Lowell, MA 01852
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Analysis: Who killed Dr. Kem Ley?

From Page 06

sination of Dr. Kem Ley could be
very beneficial to the groups that
their interests are affected.

If the claims of national and
international human rights organi-
zations and embassies or foreign
governments that the assassination
of Dr. Kem Ley is violence or a po-
litical assassination are true, then

it can be concluded that the ruling
group or party may be the recipient
has the most political interests in
eliminating Dr. Kem Ley.

Phay Siphan gave an inter-
view to Al Jazeera, quoting Hun
Sen as saying that the opposition
had killed Dr. Kem Ley to put the
blame on the ruling government.

This is a claim that has no in-
teresting reason at all. If you look
at the facts, the opposition party
seems to have no benefit at all in
the assassination of Dr. Kem Ley.

If the opposition does so, the
ruling party will be able to investi-
gate and arrest opposition leaders,
as the killings need to be organized
and systematically supported.

On the contrary, the claims of
government leaders are an attempt
to free themselves or divert the sus-
picions of the Cambodian people.
If the government intends to evade,
then suspicions about the involve-
ment of the government or the rul-
ing party in the murder case are
even more realistic.

In addition to these points, Mr.
Hun Sen had directly threatened
Dr. Kem Ley and had said indirect-
ly to anyone who harmed his fam-
ily's interests: "If you do not make
my family happy, I will not let you
be happy neither.”

The message was also posted
on a Facebook page called Hun
Mana about a week before the as-
sassination of Dr. Kem Ley, but
was deleted shortly after his death.

Despite the skeptical and real-
istic skepticism that the assassina-
tion of Dr. Kem Ley was a political
assassination, and who was politi-
cally motivated to assassinate the
analyst, the ruling party remains
in question. Who is the real killer
or mastermind in this murder? It
is very difficult to find a definite
answer to this question. But there
may be some clues for consider-
ation.

What Dr. Kem Ley did during
his lifetime has had a profound ef-
fect on the interests of Hun Sen's
government and companies in
Cambodia.

In 2016, Global Witness re-
leased an investigation report that
the Hun family owned hundreds of
large businesses in Cambodia, all
of which were involved in corrup-
tion and national destruction.

Dr. Kem Ley's research and
revelations are also relevant to
these scandals. He was killed just
two days after he spoke to local
media about the Hun family scan-
dal found by the report.

Therefore, this is a point that
may raise suspicions about the in-
volvement of Hun Sen's family in
the murder of Dr. Kem Ley.

Besides, it is known that Dr.
Kem Ley was shot dead in a Star

Please see /15
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Analysis: Who killed Dr. Kem Ley?

From Page 14

Mart shop equipped with cameras
both inside and outside the shop.
In addition, the villas and luxu-
ry shops around the shop are all
equipped with cameras.

Therefore, if Mr. Hun Sen in-
tends to investigate to gather spe-
cific evidence, he can easily do so
and no one can oppose him. So can
anyone suspect Hun Sen's inten-
tions in investigating the murder of
Dr. Kem Ley?

In fact, Hun Sen's regime re-
vealed a murderer immediately
after the assassination of Dr. Kem
Ley. But no one believes this be-
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cause they have a lot of suspicions.
Those suspicions, such as the mur-
derer's shoes shown in the video in
the Star Mart and the murderer's
shoes that ran down the street and
were captured and shown to the
public, are very different.

Oecut Ang was sentenced to life
in prison in connection with the as-

sassination of Dr. Kem Ley.

While the artificial killer was

running on the streets of Phnom
Penh, police motorcycles seemed
to accompany and help protect him
more. So these points may indicate
a pre-arrangement.

Without the involvement or
protection of Hun Sen, would those
authorities be able to do so? If they
did so secretly, would they be able
to escape?

Like Chea Vichea's body, the
police prepared a force and a back-
up vehicle to take Dr. Kem Ley's
body to be cremated immediately,
but were stopped by the public.
Can this make the public doubt the
intentions of the Hun Sen regime?

Why did the Hun Sen govern-
ment ban all gas stations on the
streets, temporarily suspending the
sale of gasoline during the parade
of Dr. Kem Ley's funeral from Wat
Chas in Phnom Penh to his home-
town in Takeo province?

So far, why has the government
refused to show security cameras
in the Star Mart, where Dr. Kem
Ley's killer was seen to the public
and Dr. Kem Ley's family?

Family of Dr. Kem Ley

The answers to all these ques-
tions remain unanswered and re-
main questionable for the families
of Dr. Kem Ley and the families of
other victims who are waiting for
justice from a dark world plagued
by cries of despair in the camp of
sadness.

ARSIV AYAGAIINMIS:
iNAmMUISISsNBUNMmmMIyH
sgiimnanumanitia hithn

Uﬂnnmnmnm’?mmnn EERISE
GJBUNNS SN{AB{ANHUNUANG

Ay ¢ msnim?
GIgwGHm s i NS RHIS:
isliag s Sarsliahoyegiy
(stANURSTANG IRy §] By
Lr*;mams:hm:ﬁ?mﬂafﬁmgéa
igﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmgtﬁfﬁmﬁﬁﬁ
ysjeun MM wait{prtmm

0 0%

HAOH MﬁJHnﬁﬁitSﬁHEMH[ﬁﬁ"H



Page.16 rvembio i ab-bEaApih gibol KHMERPOST US
PRINT READERSHIP % (978 &y ONLINE EDITIONS
50,000 Monthly / 600,000 Annually g ¥ AVAILABLE AT
Plus additional exposure in our online KhmerP051 USA KHMERPOSTUSA.COM

editions at khmerpostusa.com

2021 PRINTING SCHEDULES

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021

ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES
All ads are printed in Full Color

Ad Size (WxH) 1lssue 3 Months (6 Issues) 6 Months (12 Issues) 12 Months (24 Issues)
5% Savings 7.5% Savings 10% Savings
Full (10" wide x 13" tall) $460 $2,622 $5,106 $9,936
1/2 (10” wide x 6.5” tall) 310 1,674 3,441 6,696
1/4 (5” wide x 6.5 tall) 165 940 1831 3,564
1/8 (5" wide x 3.25" tall) 90 513 999 1,944

Your ad is also published in our online editions of the newspaper at khmerpostusa.com

&

Khmer Post USA
Distribution Locations Include:
Households » Markets » Retail Businesses
Restaurants » Office Buildings * Government Offices
Chamber of Commerce = Buddhist Temple

Laundromats » And Much More

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA

2021 PRINTING DATES

Advertising deadlines are 5 business days
prior to printing date.

January 11 & 25
February 8 & 22
March 8 & 22
April 5 & 19
May 10 & 24
June 7 & 21

July 128 26
August 9 & 23
September 6th & 20th
October 4 & 18
November 8 & 22
December 6 & 20

MONTHLY
DISTRIBUTION

70+ Locations in Lowell, MA - 7,000 copies
25 Locations in Lynn & Revere, MA - 1,000 copies
25 Locations in Providence & Cranston, Rl - 2,000 copies
Additional distribution online

CONTACT INFO
27 Jackson Street * Unit 329 * Lowell, MA 01852
Tel: 978.677.7163 * Fax: 978.677.7092
Email: khmerpostusa@gmail.com
www.khmerpostusa.com

Khmer Post USA is a proud member of
New England Press & Newspaper Association
and Greater Merimack Valtey Convention and Visitors Bureau

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA

Subscribe
@KhmerPostUSA




