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Historic Numbers of Cambodian Americans Running for In Lowell
By Soben Ung fintws ayiis ffn . | . ‘_ ' _ VO
The upcoming Lowell Municipal election - A ] ' ' - L)
5 o . = 5 : | i:‘ 4
has many new Cambodian-American candi- ' “ - | :F' Sl
dates. Remarkably, there are 2 Cambodian- . ' - 1 i, ;
American incumbents and 4 candidates running % ; 2 ' 4 y - "i‘ \ 4 _
for city council. For the school committee seat, " Domiitk Lay N\ Sokhary Chau N Susie Choun Tooch Van
. . \ T .- A\ AN
there is one incumbent and 2 new candidates. _ . = f * = !
That sums up to 9 Cambodian-Americans in : ;_ | LS ‘

the city of Lowell with a 120,000 plus popula-
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JUTGIRAIIAT B8NS ATgI-HIHTA iﬂii:i?ﬁ]j.iﬁlﬂﬁﬂ "mianuAting"itRIGS  in opposing China ‘bullying’

Vesna Nuon Ehiemara khay I Paul Ratha Yem

ANAMESAIANAUGYE U JU SRIVPHS E o } By ALEXANDRA JAFFEAugust 25, 2021
JUALITT N ENIUANS{AY{BA NN 1 ey Unant (AP) - HRUMAITTR MBIGH UNiAg HANOI (AP)— Vice President Kamala Harris called

H100 S A AN A MIEn AN S BsHA[ NS mSf:fmengljlﬂﬁnmatjmjﬁmijtﬁmmigm[B‘?ﬁ on Vietnam to join the U.S. in challenging China’s “bul-
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rhetoric against Beijing as she met with Vietnamese leaders
nIsienNid e on Wednesday. Please see /20

sauyriiimegineneinnissis 2 INJURED IN A CAR ACCIDENT?

inawmi unln wisdsim 8hus Attorney Haskell has successfully
finsigronamwanumifsgivadfiu  represented over ten thousand
ishidmin:ponwumym:sidcnciin  accident victims and has put tens of
Enmsswsuimidianamisas millions of dellars in their pockets.
HAGIHSIURIANG

Attorney Haskell knows how to fight
innwmi uninin [nRGgRasGam and he knows how to win.
siesInwiabgsinaga
Call or text -
THE LAW OFFICE OF LOUIS S. HASKELL

for a free consultation.

uwhgwmsygandunwmeanis
16 PINE ST, LOWELL, MA, 01851 - (978) 459-8359 - WWW.ATTORNEYHASKELL.COM




Page.2 ruembiE Ig¢ bormgm - omgan AN gibobg KHMERPOST USA

Candidate Forums
City Council

-;I.Lr

9/27 Q281

e THEOSIN & (Buud

0 o o1 f .I .

vl ﬁﬁ‘l iMntulil

#_Iill'liLn ﬁj'liii n
. SR

AT AR ERTE- 96mujﬁﬁﬁﬁ’tﬁ~

HSLﬁzmn—:ﬁmnﬂmmmnummamn

|3

-

—

p—— % "1

icimamenngiIsHMmomBIes: @Eastern Bank [ uianamadean i ssoiion
MASS.GOV/COVIDVACCINE JoIN Us FoR GOOD




KHMERPOST USA ISSUE 325, SEPTEMBER 20 - OCTOBER 3, 2021 Page.3
S/ UMMHNRYIGINISSISSTNN (PCA) IS
M3 PACE {U#S Element Care
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Medicare

M ¢ MGUMAMNERUENYIH PACE 811 62 Ip:piehiBNgsmu (pca) inafgiginsminwniyih

/- Element Care

Improving Health. Enriching Lives.
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Lowell’s election has changed as
a result of a voting rights lawsuit in
2017 which transformed the once all
at-large seats into district representa-
tions. There are now 8 districts and 3
at-large seats, making a total of 11 city
councilors. Formerly there were 9 city
councilors at-large, and citizens voted
for up to 9 candidates. In this election,
voters can only vote for one councilor
representing their district and elect up
to 3 at-large councilors. School com-
mittee seats have also changed from
all 6 at-large to 4 district and 2 at-large

seats.
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The new election system has drawn
great interest from all neighborhoods.
The youngest candidate in this election
is Justin Ford, 28 years old, a U.S.
Army reserve Cambodian has stepped
up to runin district 6, (Lower Highlands)
challenging Sokhary Chau, incumbent.
Ford said I am tired of young people

like us got pushed to the sideline of the

conversation at the City Hall. | want to
bring a new voice that represents our

generation to the table”.

District 6
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District 6 is a minority-majority
district. The majority of the residents
are of Cambodian descend, according
to the U.S. Census American Com-
munity Survey in 2018. Citizens of
voting age consist of 46.5% Asian,
34.4% White, 12.8% Latino, and 3.8%
Black. The district includes the Lowell
Cambodia Town, the heart of Cambo-
dian businesses, foods, and cultural
hub.
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Three incumbents are running at-
large seats, Vesna Noun, Rita Mercier
and John Drinkwater. Two new at-large
candidates are Deb Belanger and

Bobby Tugbiyele.
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District 8 has the 3rd highest
number of Cambodian voters. It has
26.1% Asian voters, 8.5% Latino, 4.5%
Black, and 60% White. Ty Chum, a
Cambodian-American candidate is run-
ning against his opponent Erik Gitsch-
ier. District 8 includes the Cambodian
business district on Westford St — Hong

Kong Market and Phnom Penh Res-

Another minority-majority district
is district 7. It has 42.9% White, 26%
Asian, 26.3% Latino, and 2.9% Black.
Three candidates are in the race: two
Cambodian-American candidates, Paul
Ratha Yem, a democrat, and Kamara
Kay, a republican, and Dave Oullette.
District 7 has the Acre.

District 7
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place after Pailin Plaza.
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District 5

67.6% White. A long time councilor and

former Mayor Rodney Elliott is running

Déstrict 1

The 4th highest number of Cam-
bodian residents is the 5th district. It
includes the largest Cambodian function
hall Sampao Meas, Angkor Thom
Market, and Glory Buddhist Temple on
Cambridge Street. Tooch Van, a first
time candidate and Cambodian-Amer-
ican, a plaintiff in Voting Rights Lawsuits
“Hout et all vs. City of Lowell” in 2017
that lead to this election system change,
is in the race. His challenger is Kim
Scott. A former school committee mem-
ber. It has 20% Asian voters, 53.9%
White, 17.6% Latino, and 6.2% Black.
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The 5th highest number of Cam-
bodian voters is in district 1, Pawtuck-
etvile. There are 15% Asian voters,
11% Latino, 5.5% Black, and a large

for district 1. His challenger is Dan

Rourke, incumbent.
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The 6th highest number of Cam-

~—

District 47 |

=~
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bodian voters is district 4. It's downtown
Lowell, Back Central.

Ryan Rourke, Paul Belley, Wayne
Jenness. It has 10.8% Asian, 19.6%
Latino, 7.1% Black, and 58.8% White.
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The remaining two districts 2 & 3
have a Cambodian population of less
than 10%. District 2 - Centralville have
the least Asian population at 4.6%,
25.2% Latino, 7.8% Black, and 62%
White. Robert Gignac, former school
committee and councilor is running for
this district. Two new candidates are
in the race: Corey Robinson and Mar-
tin Hogan.
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District 3, Belvidere, has 7.1%
Asian, 9.4% Latino, 3.2% Black, and
has the highest white population 79.4%.
Three incumbents are in the race for
District 3, Dave Conway, former
Mayor Bill Samaras and current
Mayor John Leahy.
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As for school committee, there are

4 district seats and 2 at-large seats.
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Dominik Lay is running for re-
election in district 4, his challenger is
Cheth Khim. A first Cambodian Amer-
ican female candidate for School Com-
mittee District #3, Susie Chuon, is
challenging Andre Descoteaux, incum-
bent.
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The first all Black candidates for
District 1 are Ben Opara, who came
close to winning in the last election
cycle, and Stacy Thompson, a first
black female candidate.
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District 2 are Eileen Delrossi, and
Hilary Clark, Incumbent.
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Analysis: Who were the key People to the decision to dissolve the CNRP?

By Cambodia Daily in Khmer &
Translation in English by Khmer Post
USA

Published date: Sept 4, 2021 on
www.cambodiadaily.com

The CNRP was agreed to be estab-
lished on July 17, 2012 by merging of
Sam Rainsy's Sam Rainsy Party and
Kem Sokha's Human Rights Party in
Manila, Philippines.

However, the opposition party,
which has the people support of almost
half of the kingdom, was dissolved by
the Cambodian People's Party led by
Hun Sen in 2017.

Who is the key to the decision to
dissolve the CNRP? And what is the
most important point before dissolving
the CNRP?

In August 2017, Mr. Aun Porn
Moniroth was nominated by the Royal
Academy of Cambodia for the title of
"General Doctor" and he received this
great title in 2018. This is the highest
honor for a member of the Council of
Ministers ever in the history of Cam-
bodia.

English experts could not find the
right words to translate this title. Should
the word Highest Doctor or Supreme
Doctor or General Doctor or Super
Doctor or any other word be used? But
Aun Porn Moniroth's lower class
people call his title "Super Doctor" in
English, which can easily be understood
as "Supreme Doctor or Great Doctor"
is a unique case in the world.

After the 2018 election, Mr. Aun
Porn Moniroth was promoted to
Deputy Prime Minister. Later, Mr. Hun
Sen even claimed that Mr. Aun Porn
Moniroth was also one of the candidates
for the Prime Minister among the can-
didates from the Cambodian People's
Party. Mr. Keut Rith, Secretary of State,
was also encouraged to be awarded the
post of Minister of Justice after the
2018 election.

Why are these two people so hon-
ored?

The answer to this question is
because they were the key people in
the plot to arrest Kem Sokha, imprison
him and play a political game to dis-
solve the CNRP, a plot to help Hun Sen
continue as caretaker prime minister.

Political analyst and deputy chair-

man of the Student Movement for
Democracy, Mr. Kim Sok, told The
Cambodia Daily that the official results
of the fourth-mandate commune elec-
tions in June 2017 had cast a shadow
of very confused over Hun Sen's Cam-
bodian People's Party. He explained
that the CNRP won nearly 44% of the
vote nationwide, close to the CPP, which
received 50% of the vote after trying
to cheat in all forms, which is the
criticism of various circles, especially
the people, voters, national and inter-
national observers.

CNRP won more than 5,000 com-
mune councilors across the country,

close to CPP, which received more than
6,000.

Comparing the results of the 2017
commune elections, CNRP is still
slightly inferior to CPP, but if they

Mr. Kim Sok claims that this is
the main reason why Mr. Aun Porn
Moniroth and Mr. Keut Rith jointly
played a political strategy to destroy
CNRP before 2018.

Mr. Hun Sen is the one who decides,
but Mr. Aun Porn Moniroth is the mas-
termind of this game in collaboration
with Mr. Keut Rith.

What did Aun Porn Moniroth and
Keut Rith necessarily do before sug-
gesting that Hun Sen arrest CNRP
President Kem Sokha overnight in
September 2017 and sent him to Trapa-
ing Phlong prison and dissolve the
CNRP in November 20177

Mr. Aun Porn Moniroth, Chairman

# il 'y
of the Khsach Kandal and Lvea Em
District Strengthening Committees of
the CPP in Kandal Province, and Mr.
Keut Rith, a CPP Strengthening Officer
in Kandal Province close to Mr. Hun

collect election data in each constitu-
ency, especially in large constituencies
to be divided into parliamentary seats
according to the formula today, CNRP
is already looking forward to winning
the 2018 National Assembly election.

Sen, conducted a secret survey in Kh-
sach Kandal and Lvea Em districts, the
areas they occupy. This game is orga-
nized by Mr. Aun Porn Moniroth and
Mr. Keut Rith in July 2017 to let CPP’s
officials from the Union of Youth Fed-

erations of Mr. Hun Many to act as a
group of NGO officials to survey 10,000
people in these two districts to know
the position of local people toward the
National Rescue Party.

There are many questions in this
open-ended survey game, but there are
four questions that surveyors focus on
the most:

» The first question is, if Mr. Sam
Rainsy is abroad and Mr. Kem Sokha
is the leader of the CNRP, do the
people support him? At that time, about
87% of the people answered that they
still support.

* The second question is, if Mr.
Sam Rainsy dares to enter Cambodia
before the 2018 election, will the
people go and receive him? At that
time, more than 76% of the people
answered yes. When asked if they were
scared (?7), At least 62% of the people
answered that they would receive him
even though they were scared.

*  Question 3: What do people
think about the merits of Samdech
Techo who tried to build roads, bridg-
es, schools, hospitals, pagodas, etc.?
At that time, 82% of people answered
that construction is the job of the win-
ner, it is normal.

*  Question 4: Do people really
want to change leader? At that time,
more than 89% of people said they
wanted to change.

This data was brought by Mr. Aun
Porn Moniroth and Mr. Keut Rith to
discuss with Mr. Hun Sen after collect-
ing within 10 days.

An insider from the Cambodian
People's Party in Chamkarmon, who
asked not to be named, told The Cam-
bodia Daily that this had angered Hun
Sen, who knew he was less than 20
percent popular comparing with leader
of the pposition party, Kem Sokha, who
was leading the CNRP at the time.

The scenario of the plot to im-
prison Kem Sokha and the plan to
dissolve the CNRP is also likely to be
concrete when the data is not disclosed,
in late July or early August 2017, Mr.
Aun Porn Moniroth was proposed to
be promoted to the title of "General

Please see /07
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Analysis: Who were the key People
to the decision to dissolve the CNRP?

From Page 06

Doctor".

Then, in November 2017, CNRP

in October 2017 also expressed the
view that the Cambodian people can
vote to dissolve the ruling party for
some of the party's actions that seri-
ously affect democracy in Cambodia.
As guaranteed by the Paris Peace

Mr. Hun Sen assigned four was dissolved by the Supreme Court Agreement of October 23, 1991,
and its seats in the national assembl

people to work together urgently in
the plan to overthrow CNRP, includ-
ing Mr. Hun Manet, Mr. Keut Rith,
Mr. Chea Sophara and Mr. Aun Porn
Moniroth.

An insider from the Cambodian
People's Party who asked to remain
anonymous, told The Cambodia
Daily that Aun Porn Moniroth ex-
plained to the CPP in mid-August
2017 that there were only two options:
first, if CNRP remains, CPP will end,
and secondly, if CNRP is dissolved,
CPP hopes to survive despite the
hardships.

At that time, Mr. Aun Porn
Moniroth asked internally whether
they agreed to let CPP live in diffi-
culty or wanted to see CPP collapse

soon?

Mr. Aun Porn Moniroth is the
head of the strategy team and man-
ages the finances for the joint campaign.
Chea Sophara was the financial guar-
antor, which also led to his appoint-
ment as Deputy Prime Minister. Mr.
Hun Manet is in charge of security
and Mr. Keut Rith works as a legal
facilitator.

From August 2017, Phnom Penh
security was tightened, especially
under the command of Hun Manet.
In early September 2017, Kem Sokha,
the popular president of the Cambo-
dia National Rescue Party, was im-
prisoned overnight.

and commune councils were redis-
tributed to other parties based on
articles in the election law, political

Dr. Lao Mong Hay said the latest
amendments to the election law to
seize CNRP seats and give it to

party law, and the penal code. The
original plan was decided by Mr. Keut
Rith.

CPP spokesman Sok Eysan said
immediately after the dissolution of
CNRP that towards the July 2018
election, the Royal Government of
Cambodia is firmly committed to the
planned election process.

This could be an admission that
the CPP government does not care
about injustice to CNRP and tries to
play fraudulent election games to
cover up the coup. Mr. Kim Sok once
referred to this case as "a permanent
robbery of power."

Meanwhile, Dr. Lao Mong Hay

other parties that have lost the election
are seriously undermining the multi-
party liberal democratic process.

Mr. Kim Sok said that the situa-
tion of dissolving CNRP became a
crisis that the majority of Cambodian
voters are angry.

Therefore, to order the use of
security forces in case of emergency,
fearing the masses to leave the streets,
Mr. Keut Rith used the pretexted
Covid-19 in disguise to give another
gift to Mr. Hun Sen, making a law to
manage the country under a state of
emergency, announced on April 29,
2020.

Mr. Kim Sok sees this law as a
procedural weapon that Mr. Keut Rith
has prepared as a means for Mr. Hun
Sen to use as a pretext to use his
power to defend CPP in times of
emergency.

The political analyst said that
although Hun Sen had a group of
power-hungry senior intellectuals
such as Aun Porn Moniroth and Keut
Rith, he looked at the power grid in
detail, including the armed forces,
the propaganda and the techniques
for breaking the law. However, there
is still a lot of gap/space.

The biggest gap between Hun
Sen's political dramas is that the
Cambodian people and many parties
within CPP are discouraged from
fighting Hun Sen, and his political
strategy is jumping up and down to
find a solution. See the political crisis,
diplomatic disputes, economic stagna-
tion, agriculture and foreign trade,
Covid-19 crisis and the risk of floods.

Mr. Kim Sok continued saying

that Mr. Hun Sen's government was
not able to solve these major crises,
even if today the state has no money
to make Mr. Hun Sen trick to kidnap
the tycoons to help pay the salaries
of civil servants. In the end, Hun Sen
is facing a tough confrontation with
the overwhelming majority of the
people and within his own party.

The analyst stated that the Hun
Sen government can only stand today
because the opposition does not act
on the battlefield. If the opposition
party is a little brave, the position of
the Hun Sen government will almost
be overthrown by the people.
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State Rep. Vanna Howard, School Committee member Dominik Lay, City Councilor Vesna
Nuon, Ben Opara, candidate for School Committee district 1, Mayor John Leahy, Stacy Thomp-
son, candidate for School Committee district 1, Bobby Tugbiyele, at-large candidate for city

council. Group Photo with Tooch Van at his Fundraising Campaign on 8/28/2021 at Olympic
Restaurant, Lowell, MA
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Candidate for Lowell’s 5th District
City Council: Tooch Van

By Soben Ung

Lowell, MA—8/28/2021 —Tooch
Van held his first fundraising campaign
at a new Cambodian restaurant in
Lowell called Olympic, which opened
recently after its former owner closed
the business due to the pandemic. The
place used to be known as “Sunnyda
Restaurant”, a sister function hall of

Sampao Meas Hall located on Chelms-
ford St.

Tooch is running for the 5th District
Lowell City Council as part of a city
wide election redistricting, which in-
cludes South Lowell. His challenger is
Kim Scott, a former school committee

member.

The candidate came to America
from Cambodia in 1997 on a scholar-

ship to study at Middlesex Commu-

nity College, where he earned an As-
sociate Degree in Liberal Arts and
Science. He continued his study and
completed his Bachelor of Arts in In-
ternational Studies with a minor in
Human Rights and Asian Studies at
Trinity College, and a Master Degree
in Law and Diplomacy at the Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts

University.

His childhood is a testament to his
perseverance. At five years old, Tooch
lost of both his parents to the Khmer
Rouge (1975-1979). At age 15, Tooch
helped tutor his friend in mathematics
in exchange for food and shelter. From
there, he was on a springboard to
America and earned his degrees in
higher education, earning scholarship

after scholarship.
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Candidate for Lowell’s 5th District
From Page 15 City Council: Tooch Van

Following graduate school, Tooch
moved back to Lowell and started
working at Middlesex Community
College as a Senior Engagement Of-

ficer where he worked for 12 years.

Here in Lowell, he lives with his wife
Chorvy and two children Winston &

Iugns go fis

Franklin. In Lowell, people know Tooch
as a dedicated father, hard worker, and
a lifelong supporter of community
events. He has helped many Cambo-
dian international students call Lowell
home, and in turn they showed up to
support him on his campaign night.

While working at Middlesex Com-
munity College, Tooch was very dedi-
cated to Khmer art and culture. He
transformed MCC into an institution
where people could come to learn about
Cambodian history and politics. It is
now a place for students, scholars, and
activists to learn, explore and exchange
conversations about Cambodia, the
Cambodian community in Lowell and
beyond. It was a grand milestone for
the Cambodian people in making their
culture more widely known in Ameri-
ca, and Tooch’s programs continue to
today.

As part of the redistricting, South
Lowell is now within the 5th district,
with 13,641 citizens of voting ages:
53.9% white, 20% Asian (16% Cam-
bodian descends), 17.6% Latino, and
6.2% Black according to the 2010 U.S.
Census and 2018 American Commu-

nity Survey.

Tooch says that South Lowell has
been forgotten by City Hall. “There are
potholes, no side walks, all sorts of
problems. This is why I wanted to run.
I want to help make this district better,”
said Tooch.

Tooch was also one of the plaintiffs
on the federal voting rights lawsuits
“Hout et all vs. City of Lowell” in 2017
which had lead to this charter change
in the voting system. He said “City
Hall should reflect our district, that it
is a very diverse place”.

His resume indicates that he had
served on the Board of Directors of
Cultural Organization of Lowell, Low-
ell Day Nursery, CMAA of Greater
Lowell, and Cambodia Town Lowell.
He currently serves as Vice-Chairper-
son of the City of Lowell Homeless
and Hunger Commission, Treasurer of
the Nonprofit Alliance, and Board of
Trustee of Lowell Community Charter
Public School (LCCPS) where both of
his sons attend: Winston, grade 7, and
Franklin grade 4.

Tooch’s most recent employment
was with the 2020 U.S. Census Bureau,
U.S. Department of Commerce. He is
currently working at CMAA as the
Outreach & Translation Coordinator.
Because there are only two candidates
in the 5th District for City Council,
there is no primary. Tooch is heading
into the general election on November
2nd, 2021.
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tgfnin el i N 181 (Nurse), Case Manager 81 Home Health Aide
YEITRNBAIAMEAGENT 88AE Bhmsmumingiglugnntiias 1 GiftnnEhATE Lowell,
Lynn, Revere, Boston Ehﬁﬁﬁlfﬁm

ffjfgfij’ffg’n _ e live in subsidized or public housing
muy OB gingrieg! e age 22 years and older

s i e eligible for Masshealth Standard

BRs Iﬂﬂﬁgﬂ’ WHS : . )
I’P s .f e : ‘ 'y Benefits you will get:
o FAUTOFIGNVISHIY FVUGIIHSGS S ERINUTHY o
4. % ¥ * 2 = ok e personal care service in your home,

Fggmryiﬁrrﬁﬁmﬁ}rgi’@mﬁ?g T
. ﬁgmrﬁmr@ﬁ@ﬁﬁm&f’ﬁﬁ e Medication Managemant
. fﬁsmffﬁfﬁmgfﬂgﬁmgrggym Fnurrgfanm e an individual care plan developed by a registered
é\‘i‘mf? Sarsrrngl ¢ i nurse and case manager
. ﬁmﬁfmrfﬁrmﬁﬁ@?fmim@ﬂﬁmUﬁugm'* e ongoing monitoring of needs
o AHIIHHIGHRITARDETEIS e 24-hour access to services

(S BN LS BRIHROBH
To register, please contact:

Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
Office: 144 Merrimack St., Suite 404. Lowell, MA 01852
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Harris urges Vietnam to join US in opposing China ‘bullying’

From Front Page

“We need to find ways to pressure and
raise the pressure, frankly, on Beijing to
abide by the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea, and to challenge its
bullying and excessive maritime claims,”
she said in remarks at the opening of a
meeting with Vietnamese President Nguy-
en Xuan Phuc.

Harris also expressed support for
sending an additional U.S. Coast Guard
cutter to Vietnam to help defend its secu-
rity interests in the disputed waterway, and
pledged that the U.S. would “maintain a
strong presence in the South China Sea”
to challenge China.

During remarks in Singapore on
Tuesday, Harris said Beijing’s actions to
press its territorial claims in the South
China Sea amount to “coercion” and “in-
timidation.”

The vice president’s rebuke of China
comes in the middle of her weeklong tour
of Southeast Asia, a trip that brought her
to Singapore and Vietnam in a bid to
strengthen U.S. ties to the Indo-Pacific
region to counter China’s growing military
and economic influence there.

In addition to her commitment to
defend the South China Sea against Beijing
advances, Harris unveiled an array of new
partnerships and support for Vietnam in
areas including climate change, trade and
the coronavirus pandemic.

She announced that the U.S. will send
1 million additional doses of the Pfizer
vaccine to Vietnam, bringing the total U.S.
vaccine donation to Vietnam to 6 million
doses.

The U.S. will also provide $23 million
to help Vietnam expand distribution and
access to vaccines, combat the pandemic
and prepare for future disease threats. The
Defense Department is also delivering 77
freezers to store vaccines throughout the
country.

Vietnam is grappling with a new
coronavirus surge driven by the delta vari-
ant and low vaccination rates. Only about
2% of the country’s 98 million people are
fully vaccinated, and the surge in cases
prompted a recent lockdown in Ho Chi
Minh City, the nation’s business hub and
the center of the latest outbreak.

The new U.S. aid to Vietnam includes
investments to help the country transition
to cleaner energy systems and expand the

use of electric vehicles, and millions in aid
to clear unexploded weapons left over from
the Vietnam War.

That U.S. war has returned to the
spotlight over the past week as the U.S.
struggles with a similarly messy end to the
Afghanistan War. Images of the evacuation
of Kabul, as the Taliban took full control

i

United States Vice Presient Kamala Harris Meets Vietnamese President Nguyen Xuan Phuc.

of Afghanistan, evoked similar shots of
U.S. helicopters lifting off from the U.S.
Embassy in Saigon decades prior, prompt-
ing comparisons between the two failed
wars.

On Wednesday in Vietnam, however,
Harris referenced the progress the two
former foes have made, telling Vietnam’s
president that “our relationship has come
a long way in a quarter of a century.”

She also embraced elevating the re-
lationship with Vietnam from a compre-
hensive partnership to a strategic partner-
ship, a diplomatic designation that would
reflect the deepening ties between the two
countries.

After her bilateral meetings, Harris
took a moment of silence in the pouring
rain and laid flowers at the monument where

John McCain’s plane was shot down by
the North Vietnamese in 1967. She noted
it was the three-year anniversary of Sen.
McCain’s death.

For Harris, the focus this week has
been on developing U.S. ties in the region

to offer a strong contrast to China, which

has also sought to woo Singapore and
Vietnam with economic support and vac-
cines. While she emphasized during remarks
in Singapore on Tuesday that the U.S.
policy in the region is not merely about
countering any one nation, the Biden ad-
ministration has made confronting China
globally a centerpiece of its foreign policy.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Wang Wenbin responded to Harris’
Wednesday comments by accusing Wash-
ington of simply seeking to defend “U.S.
hegemony and its own interests,” rather
than standing up for the rights of small
countries.

“China firmly rejects the U.S. deploy-
ment of law enforcement forces in the South
China Sea, meddling in regional affairs and
disrupting regional peace and stability,”

Wang said at a daily briefing.

In the afternoon, Harris announced
the launch of a new Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention Southeast Asia
regional office. The new office will be one
of four regional CDC offices globally, and
is focused on collaborating with regional
governments on research and training to
deal with and prevent global health crises.
She said that while combating the current
pandemic is a
priority, “we must
be, if we are hon-
est, better prepared
for the next one.”

But even as
Harris aimed to
keep her focus
squarely on those
key agenda items,
her visit was shad-
owed by a recent
security scare in
Vietnam.

Harris’ flight
to Vietnam was
delayed for hours
Tuesday afternoon
after the vice
president’s office
was made aware
of an investigation
into two possible
cases of the so-
called Havana
Syndrome in Ha-
noi, according to
administration
officials. The Ha-
vana Syndrome
is the name for a
rash of mysterious
health incidents first reported by American
diplomats and other government employees
in the Cuban capital beginning in 2016 that
have since affected diplomats across the
globe.

Asked about the incident Wednesday,
Harris didn’t specifically address the pos-
sible cases, but instead expressed her
gratitude for the work done by America’s
diplomatic corps.

“The people who work in our embas-
sies around the world are extraordinary
public servants who represent the best of
what the United States believes itself to
be, and aspires to be, which is a good
neighbor to our partners and our allies
around the globe,” she said after a lease
signing for the U.S. Embassy in Hanoi.
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ers can vote up to 6 at-large school
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vote for one school committee district,
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councilors. Each voter will vote for up
to 7 people. If you are not sure which
district you live in, you can type in your
street address here: LowellMA.Gov/
FindMyDistrict. It will tell you which

district you live in and where to vote.
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Francisco J. Rosa, Esq.
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SERVICES

Auto Accidents/ Per

Bankruptcy

Immigration
Consumer Protection
Jeal Estate Clo: /Disputes

Divorces Child Custody

Law Office of
It Rosa & Taing £I2

ATTORNEY AT LAW
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Andrew ‘Bunna’Taing, Esq.
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1550 Middlesex Street Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-458-0934 | at@rosataing.com
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INSURANCE AGENCY
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77 E. Mermmack Street. Lowell, MA 01852
Tel: 978-454-5054|Fax 978-453-2480
wWww.Conwayinsurance . com
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PRINT READERSHIP % (978 &y ONLINE EDITIONS
50,000 Monthly / 600,000 Annually g ¥ AVAILABLE AT
Plus additional exposure in our online KhmerP051 USA KHMERPOSTUSA.COM

editions at khmerpostusa.com

2021 PRINTING SCHEDULES

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021

ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES
All ads are printed in Full Color

Ad Size (WxH) 1lssue 3 Months (6 Issues) 6 Months (12 Issues) 12 Months (24 Issues)
5% Savings 7.5% Savings 10% Savings
Full (10" wide x 13" tall) $460 $2,622 $5,106 $9,936
1/2 (10” wide x 6.5” tall) 310 1,674 3,441 6,696
1/4 (5” wide x 6.5 tall) 165 940 1831 3,564
1/8 (5" wide x 3.25" tall) 90 513 999 1,944

Your ad is also published in our online editions of the newspaper at khmerpostusa.com

&

Khmer Post USA
Distribution Locations Include:
Households » Markets » Retail Businesses
Restaurants » Office Buildings * Government Offices
Chamber of Commerce = Buddhist Temple

Laundromats » And Much More

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA

2021 PRINTING DATES

Advertising deadlines are 5 business days
prior to printing date.

January 11 & 25
February 8 & 22
March 8 & 22
April 5 & 19
May 10 & 24
June 7 & 21

July 128 26
August 9 & 23
September 6th & 20th
October 4 & 18
November 8 & 22
December 6 & 20

MONTHLY
DISTRIBUTION

70+ Locations in Lowell, MA - 7,000 copies
25 Locations in Lynn & Revere, MA - 1,000 copies
25 Locations in Providence & Cranston, Rl - 2,000 copies
Additional distribution online

CONTACT INFO
27 Jackson Street * Unit 329 * Lowell, MA 01852
Tel: 978.677.7163 * Fax: 978.677.7092
Email: khmerpostusa@gmail.com
www.khmerpostusa.com

Khmer Post USA is a proud member of
New England Press & Newspaper Association
and Greater Merimack Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA

Subscribe
@KhmerPostUSA




