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By Soben Ung Gignac and Corey Robinson; District

Lowell general municipal elec-
tion will be held on November 2nd.
Khmer Post USA collaborated with
LTC, Lowell Sun News, and Lowell
Votes to host a series of candidate fo-
rums from September 27 to October
14. City Council candidates were di-
vided into groups of 6 candidates per
session. Questions were generated
from the collaborative partners and
from the public.

Candidates present were: District
1 (Pawtuckville) Incumbents: Rodney
Elliott and Dan Rourke; District 2
(Centralville) Candidates: Robert

3 (Belvidere) Incumbents: Mayor
John Leahy and Councilor Bill Sama-
ras; District 4 (Downtown, Back Cen-
tral, parts of Pawtuckville & Cen-
tralville) Candidates: Wayne, Jenness
and Ryan Rourke; District 5, (Sacred
Heart, part of South Lowell and High-
land) Candidates: Kim Scott and
Tooch Van; District 6, (Lower High-
land) Incumbent: Sokhary Chau and
Candidate Justin Ford; District 7,
(Acre) Candidates: 7y Chum and Erik
Gitscher; District 8 (Highland/part of
Sacred Heart) Candidates: Dave Oul-
Please see /04
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Photo caption: Candidates: Robert Glgnac Wayne Jenness, Incumbent John
Leahy, and Corey Robinson; Ryan Rourke, Incumbent Bill Samaras.
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Try Pheap Group — blacklisted by Global
Manetsky Act to develop Cambodia Rabbit
Island, Kep Province for $130 Million

By Soben Ung

Phnom Penh — The Cambodian
Government released in a statement
on September 29, 2021 that Try Pheap
Group has begun the construction on
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g Try Pheap Group — blacklisted by Global

Manetsk Act to develop Cambodla Rabbit
Island, Kep Province for $130 Million

From Front Page

Rabbit Island (Koh Tonsay), an in-
vestment project that is worth US
$130 million.

Vao Sokha, Deputy Governor of
Kep Province said the development
project on 140 hectares of the island
has a potential for tourism. “We have
white beach around the island. This

..
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will contribute to attracting tourists to
visit the island,” he said in a Statement.

The Council for Development of
Cambodia permitted the investment
project in February 2019 to two com-
panies that focus on building multiple
resort investment such as five-star ho-
tels, residential zone, commercial
buildings, beach resorts, cable car, etc.
However, their licenses were revoked
after the project failed to develop.

Try Pheap and his company Try
Pheap Group, although sanctioned by
the U.S. government for human rights
abuses and corruption, have taken
over the project.

According to a U.S. Department
of Treasury statement released in No-
vember 2019, which stated “Try
Pheap, a designated person, who is
current or former Cambodia govern-
ment official responsible for complicit
and engaged in corruption including

Please see /13
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A Summary of Lowell Candidate Forums

From Front Page
lette and Paul Ratha Yem.

City Council At-Large — Incum-
bents: John Drinkwater, Vesna Nuon,
and Rita Mercier. Candidates: Bobby
Tugbiyele and Deb Belanger:

The first two questions were the
same for school committee and city
council candidates while the remain-
ing four questions were slightly differ-
ent in every session. A summary be-
low is including the first two questions
and with the remaining 4 questions
from the city council candidate fo-
rums.

Question 1

Are you vaccinated and what do
you think of how the city handled the
Covid-19 pandemic?

All candidates were vaccinated
and thought the city of Lowell did a
good job in handling the Covid-19 re-
sponse. One school committee mem-
ber Mike Dillion has not been vacci-
nated and is also against children
wearing masks in school.

Question 2
Do you believe racism is a public
health crisis?

This question stems from an event
that took place last year, in which
many organizations in Lowell came
together as a group called ”Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion (DEI) Consor-
tium-Lowell with a signed petition
from more than 1,000 organizations
and individuals that supported ad-
dressing the systemic racism and de-
manded that city council declare rac-
ism is a public health crisis. Lowell
Mayor Leahy, Councilor Vesna Nuon
and Councilor John Drinkwater voted
for it but the declaration did not pass,

as six other city councilors rallied for
another resolution which Councilor
Rodney Elliott said “a road map out-
lined the measures
that we should
take. This adminis-
tration has re-
sponded to most, if
not all, requests
made by DEI. That
included diversity Rodney Elliott
training to all employees, citizen advi-
sory committee, and continue with
hiring practices in the city to make our
workforce more reflective of our com-
munity as well as boards and commis-
sions”. He believes there is social in-
justice but racism is not a public health
crisis.

Part of the DEI consortium de-
mand was that the city must identify
the appropriate fund for programs that
will address equity and inclusion.

The demand was met with rejec-
tion by a majority of the council.
Councilor Rita Mercier said “there are
S0 many organizations in Lowell that
we cannot simply fund the DEI con-
sortium, not on our police dime.”

Robert Gignac, district candidate,
said there was not
any part of the DEI
demand that asked
to defund the po-
lice and he would
support the decla-
ration that racism
is a public crisis, if  Robert Gignac
he was to sit on the city council. “It’s
the least we can do, to begin the seri-
ous discussion and take actions to im-
prove the quality life of the residents”
he said. Councilor Bill Samaras insist-

ed there was a demand asking to de-
Please see /05

L to R: Christopher Scott, Lowell Sun Enterprise Editor; Bruce Castleberry, Lowell
Sun News Senior Editor, and Soben Ung, Khmer Post USA Editor.
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A Summary of Lowell Candidate Forums

From Page 04

fund the police and that’s why he
didn’t support it.

Bobby Tugbi-
yele, at-large can-
didate, said this
council had a
chance to do some-
thing right but it
didn’t. .
Bobby Tugbiyele

Mayor Leahy said he’s proud that
although his mo-
tion to declare that
racism is a public
health crisis did not
pass at the city
council, it passed
at the school com-
mittee and he’s Jonh Leahy
pleased to see many ongoing changes
since.

Every candidate seemed to under-
stand this a little differently, according
to their experiences and interpretation.
Most candidates agreed that racism is
a public health crisis from the inequal-
ity in healthcare, to housing and hiring
practices, to black male getting pulled
over by the police, and to health ex-
pert such as CEO of Lowell Commu-
nity Health Susan Levine who spoke
at the city council in support of the
DEI Consortium.

Ty Chum, a Cambodian Ameri-
can candidate for
district 8 said he
does mnot believe
racism is a public
health Crisis.
“Many other crisis
should be a public .-
health crisis, such Ty Chum
as domestic and sexual violence, and
suicide, a #1 leading cause of death
amongst teen” he said. Stacy Thomp-
son, the first black woman candidate
for school committee said “racism is a
public health crisis. I’ve lived it. We
spoke to the scientists and they ex-
plain how racism affect people like me
in a very real way. When I walk on
Merrimack street, someone screamed
at me an "N’ word, and I have to go to
work, and be friendly, and have that
knot in my $tomach all day long”.

Question 3

What is your stand on the ballot
question about having voters elect the
Mayor?

At-large candidates agreed that
the Mayor should be elected by the
people. Councilor Rita Mercier said it
was her motion to
put the question on
the ballot, shall it
pass, she’ll honor
it. Meanwhile
Councilor Vesna
Nuon said if elect-
ed, his first motion  Rita Mercier
will be about setting term limits on the
city council. “T p
strongly feel that B
you don’t want to
have a King or
Queen of a neigh-
borhood, at the
same time, you
want to bring more

Vesna Nuon
voices and ideas how to serve the dis-
trict better. Just have one person all the
time is not right, that discussion need
to be had” said Vesna.

Bobby Tugbiyele touted that if
elected, his goal is to increase the voter
turnout up to 25%. “You want to get
the right people on the bus” he said.

District candidates are in favor of
the ballot question.

Question 4
What would you do to replace old
infrastructure in the city?

This question broke down for dis-
tricts and at-large. Each candidate fo-
cus on their district to address side-
walk issues. “We’re constantly doing
roads and bridges, as you can see
there’s a lot of traffic right now, but it
will improve” said Mayor Leahy.

“We should stop doing small
studies here and there when there is an
issue, and look globally and what we
can do, to long term plan and finance
in addressing these issues” said Rob-
ert Gignac, candidate for district 2.

With the $77 millions from the
American Rescue Plan, Rodney Elliot
(district 1) said “I hope to use this
funding money to address a lot of in-
frastructure in the city, including the
internet access, what we did learn was
that children didn’t have equitable in-
ternet access during the pandemic.”

Please see /06
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A Summary of Lowell Candidate Forums

From Page 05

Question 5

The preliminary election turnout
was low, only 9%, what do you think
of the lawsuit accomplishment, if any?

The candidates agreed that turn-
out was low, but were hopeful it will
get better because it’s the first year. Ty
Chum district 7 candidate said it has
allowed him to run, otherwise running
at-large would be very hard to balance
the time between work and family,
while going door knocking all over
the city. Money is also an issue that
would have prevented him from run-
ning at-large.

Corey Robinson candidate for dis-
trict 2 said “in the preliminary in Cen-
terville, we had a
lot of people come
out who were not
necessary involved
in the politics. It’11
take some growing
pains in the whole :::3( A%
city, but I think the Corey Robinson
opportunity exist for our residents to
key in and demand. They get to know
the people that are sitting on the seat
to advocate for them. Having shrunk
down to district size, accountability is
a big factor, in my opinion.”

Question 6

‘What would you do to help revi-
talize businesses and/or to make your
district a cultural hub destination?

Downtown —“The infrastructure
made it hard for people to come into
downtown” said Wayne Jenness, dis-
trict 4 (Downtown) candidate. “Busi-
ness in downtown cannot survive with

cars, but people
who want to walk
from the Acre or
Belvidere or rid-
ding bikes up the
trails for lunch” he
said.

Wayne Jennes

Incumbent Bill Samaras, district
3, said “with $77 Millions from the
American Rescue
Plan, we have to
look at housing
and health needs,
create more grants
for small business- A
es and become
more active in
downtown to cre-
ate more excitement to bring people to
downtown. We have to ensure the
quality of life in the city is enhanced,
we now have money to help do that,
when you improve the quality of life
of people, people become more inter-
ested and take part of what goes on in
the city. We need people to work to-
gether, create vision, opportunities
and jobs.”

i
Bill Samaras

Cambodia Town —Transforma-
tive Development Initiative Grant, al-
most every gateway city received this
grant at this point of time, City of
Lowell applied for Hamilton Canal dis-
trict and Industrial Park, both have
been rejected, Kim Scott district 5
candidate said |
“Cambodia Town ;
should be a project
for the city to ap- |
ply for this fund-
ing and give it an
identity that it de-

ginginsignépnngugigéfinn ifmitywamuidasaiaiw 8mes 8h only residents “.’ho five downtown.’ I serves especially ~ Kim Scott .
¥ T L 2 EEE needs to be easier for people coming there is such a large Southeast Asian
SMABIS U FUHAFURIU IR G g énNiGon to downtown, not just for people with Please see /07
-1 [
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Cambodian born 1n a Refugee Camp
Now Runs for Lowell City Council

By Soben Ung

Ty Chum came to Lowell, Mas-
sachusetts in 1990 as a child refugee.
He was born in a Thailand refugee
camp to a family of three brothers and
three sisters. His father, a former mili-
tary officer under General Lon Nol,
worked in the refugee camp as a Unit-
ed Nations peacekeeper. As a result,
his family was among the last to leave
the refugee camp. The United States
government began taking Cambodian
refugees after the fall of the Khmer
Rouge regime which killed nearly 2
million people between 1975 — 1979,
until the invasion by Vietnam. Be-
tween 1980 — 1990, there were about
150,000 Cambodian refugees resettled
across the US. Today, about 50,000
Cambodian Americans live in Massa-
chusetts. Lowell holds the second
largest Cambodian community behind
Long Beach, California.

“I am running for city council to
give back to the communities that sup-
ported me” said Ty. He recalled the
City of Lowell gave him and his fam-
ily so much over the years. “In 1990,
we came to the United States as refu-
gees with nothing, Lowell took us in,
gave us housing, where I lived until I

graduated from Lowell High School”.
He then went to the University of
Massachusetts, Lowell and earned his
bachelor degree in Business Adminis-
tration in 2013.

He is married to |
Chinda Sar, a registered |
nurse working for Tufts
Health Plan. He is a
health insurance broker, S
who helps the elderly &=
get free health insur-
ance through subsidies,
a small business owner &
and a motivational
speaker. Together they |
have three children, Lo-
gan, 8; Troy, 5 and
Nami, 2.

Ty’s former job in-
cluded community or-
ganizer at Lowell Hope
and Healing Center be-
fore becoming a busi-
ness owner. He is also a
former president of
Hanscom Toastmaster Club where he
received his training to be a motiva-
tional speaker. Ty has often recorded
his running videos as self challenge,
“pick yourself up” kind of message

which resonates with many voters in
Lowell. Ty ran over 200 miles to help
raise funds for Lowell High Football,
200 miles for Special Olympic, 100

miles for fighting blindness during
this election season. One Facebook
follower commented, “Have a great
run!! Thanks for these inspiring vid-
eos!!!”. In another posting, a resident

commented, “Good job! Plus now you
know how badly the sidewalks need to
be improved”.

When asked what he can bring to
the council, Ty said he hopes to help
the City of Lowell better communi-
cate with its residents and be more
transparent with fiscal finances. “Cur-
rently, the City of Lowell releases its

Ty Chum o

finances once a year and people don’t
know where the money is being spent.
I’d like to see the finance released
monthly, and simplify the communi-
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A Summary of Lowell Candidate Forums

From Page 06

community”.

District 8 has a portion of Cambo-
dia Town. Paul Ratha Yem said “we
met with the previous administration
to have a Cambo-

dia Town sign on
the Lowell Con-
nector. When you
come down from
495, people can
take the exit and
the sign will take

Paul Ratha Yem

you to Cambodia Town. We’ll be a
tourist destination”.

Sokhary Chau, incumbent for dis-
trict 6 said “I have made a motion to
have a sign off the highway and we’re
talking about that and we hope to get a
gate for entrance to Cambodia Town.
It’s a gateway to connecting the South-
cast Asian area to downtown and the

rest of the city. It’s a welcome area.
We want to make it a tourist destina-
tion, not just for
people in Massa-
chusetts, but peo-
ple from all over
the country, and
the world to come

to visit Cambodia

Sokhary Chau

Town”.

In closing, the charter change has
shifted the power as voters will vote
only one candidate for each district on
November 2nd. It is for certain that
there will be 4-5 new faces elected to
the city council from Downtown, Cen-
tralville, the Acre and South Lowell,
as each district has new candidates.
This will make significant change to
the Lowell political landscape.
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Cambodian born in a Refugee Camp
Now Runs for Lowell City Council

From Page 07

cation that goes out to the residents”
said Ty. He would also like to bring
non-profit groups to meet in City Hall
and have them be part of the solution
in addressing various issues from
health to economic to education.

Ty ran for city council at-large in
2019 and received the top 12 place, as
the top 9 became at-large councilors.
In this election cycle, Lowell’s new

election system has 8 electoral dis-
tricts. Ty is running for district 8 which
represents the Highlands and part of
Sacred Heart, his challenger is Erick
Gitscher. District 8 has the 3rd highest
number of Cambodian voters in Low-
ell, with 26.1% Asian voters, 8.5% La-
tino, 4.5% Black and 60% White. In
the last election cycle, voter turnout
was 18% overall.
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BROCKTON BAKERY TO PAY RESTITUTION AND PEN-
ALTIES AND REVISE ANTI-DISCRIMINATION POLI-
CIES IN SETTLEMENT WITH AG’S OFFICE

Settlement Resolves AG’s Claims
that White’s Bakery Created a Hostile
Work Environment

PLYMOUTH — A Brockton-based
bakery will pay up to $95,000 in pen-
alties and restitution, require anti-bias
training for employees, and revise its
anti-discrimination policies in a settle-
ment reached with Attorney General
Maura Healey’s Office over allega-
tions that an employee was repeatedly
exposed to racial slurs in the work-
place.

The settlement, filed in Plymouth
Superior Court, resolves a lawsuit
brought by the AG’s Office alleging
that White’s Bakery in Brockton vio-
lated the state’s anti-discrimination
law by creating a racially hostile work
environment in which one of its long-
time supervisors repeatedly used ra-
cial epithets and slurs in front of sub-
ordinate employees, including the
victim. According to the AG’s com-
plaint, the victim’s repeated exposure
to racially charged language in the
workplace caused him to suffer severe

emotional harm and eventually forced
him to quit his job.

“Workers should be able to do
their job in an environment safe and
free from harassment,” AG Healey
said. “Employers need to ensure that

they have the right training, policies
and accountability to make sure things
like this don’t happen in their work-
places.”

“Discrimination anywhere should
not be tolerated,” said Phyllis Ellis,

President of the Brockton Area Branch
NAACP. “White’s Bakery and its
management have been held account-
able for creating an unacceptable and
racially hostile work environment. I
was hopeful that this lawsuit would
bring change in policy at White's Bak-
ery, and I think it has.”

The AG’s complaint alleged that,
in the four months the victim was em-
ployed at White’s Bakery in 2018, he
was routinely subjected to hateful lan-
guage by his supervisor, including the
use of variations of the N-word. The
victim is of mixed racial descent. The
AG’s Office further alleged that the
bakery management knew that this su-
pervisor routinely used racial slurs in
front of employees, but took no action
to correct it.

The Massachusetts Anti-Discrim-
ination Law, M.G.L. c. 151B, prohib-
its harassment, retaliation, and other
forms of discrimination in the work-
place based on race, color, religious
creed, national origin, sex, gender
identity, sexual orientation, disability,
genetic information, or ancestry.

Under the terms of the settlement,
White’s Bakery will pay $65,000 to
the victim and up to $30,000 to the
Commonwealth, $15,000 of which
will be suspended pending compli-
ance with the agreement. The bakery
will also retain an external consultant
to review its policies and procedures,
training programs, and its culture and
climate more broadly. Additionally,
White’s Bakery will require all of its
employees to complete anti-bias, anti-
discrimination and anti-harassment
training annually for three years, and
its management will take an annual
enhanced unconscious bias training
for three years. It must also revise its
anti-discrimination, anti-harassment
and equal employment opportunity
policies. The former supervisor, who
is no longer employed at White’s Bak-
ery, will also be required to take anti-
bias training.

The case is part of an ongoing ef-
fort by the AG’s Office to combat hate,
including in the workplace. The AG’s
Civil Rights Division encourages
Massachusetts residents and employ-
ees who have experienced instances of
discrimination and hateful acts in the
workplace to call (617) 963-2917 or to
file a complaint online at www.mass.
gov/ago/civilrightscomplaint.
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Dr. Sovan Tun, Prominent Leader of Cambodian
and Buddhist Communities in Maryland, the
District of Columbia and Virginia, Dies at 81

Silver Spring, MD — October 9,
2021— Surrounded by his family, Dr.
Sovan Tun, revered civic leader in the
Asian, Cambodian and Buddhist com-
munities of Maryland, the District of
Columbia and Virginia, passed away
peacefully on Saturday, October 9,
2021, at Suburban Hospi-
tal in Bethesda. He was
81.

Dr. Tun’s long and dis-
tinguished  professional
career included stints at
the US Embassy in Tuni-
sia and consulting for the
US Agency for Interna-
tional Development (US-

p*&‘n

=

et des Sciences Economiques.

At the Ministry of Agriculture, as
Director of Planning, Dr. Tun was re-
sponsible for the ministry’s budget,
foreign aid, and the country’s agricul-
tural imports and exports. Lon Nol,

"*v

AID) in French-speaking

African countries. Later, Dr. Tun
worked for the US Department of Ag-
riculture, the US Mint, and the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion (EEOC). Dr. Tun also devoted
decades of his life to public service,
and he was most known for his efforts
to elevate, support and defend the in-
terests of Cambodians and Buddhists
within his local communities.

“Anyone who knew Sovan knew
him for his kindness and gentle na-
ture,” said Sanjana Quasem, from
Asian American Health Initiative
(AAHI). “He was a tireless advocate
for the Cambodian community and
worked hard to better the wellbeing of
all people. This is truly a loss for
AAHI, the Asian American commu-
nity, and the community overall.”

Born October 5, 1940, in the vil-
lage Anlong Tradak in the Cambodian
province of Battambang, Dr. Tun was
an exemplary student throughout his
academic career, skipping grades as a
young boy, before graduating early
with both Khmer and French Bacca-
laureates. He won a scholarship from
the US government to continue his
studies, and after earning his bache-
lor’s, he returned to Cambodia in
1966. Dr. Tun was hired by the Minis-
try of Agriculture, and during this pe-
riod, he also taught at Prek Leap Agri-
culture School, the Khmer-English
High School, the University Phnom
Penh and the University of Agricul-
ture. By 1971 he had earned a French
law degree from the Faculté de Droit

President of the Khmer Republic, ap-
pointed Dr. Tun to Cambodia’s Na-
tional Economic Advisory Council.

In 1972, as the war in Cambodia
escalated, Dr. Tun accepted a United
Nations ’ fellowship to continue his
graduate studies in the US. With his
wife, he raised his family, while also
studying economics at the University
of Tennessee and running the iconic
Andrew Johnson Hotel in Knoxville,
as its general manager. In 1977 he
completed his Ph.D. in Economics.
After working for several years in Tu-
nis, Tunisia, he moved with his family
to Maryland.

In Silver Spring in the 1980’s, Dr.
Tun assumed a leadership role in the
Cambodian, Buddhist and Asian
American communities that would
last the rest of his life. He began by
assisting dozens of family members
and other Cambodians to emigrate to
the United States in the aftermath of
the Khmer Rouge’s bloody reign of
terror. Later, he helped establish the
Cambodian Buddhist Temple located
in Colesville. Appointed to the Mary-
land Governor's Commission on Asian
Pacific American

Affairs in 1998, Dr. Tun was also
selected that same year to sit on the
Asian and Pacific Islander Advisory
Group for Maryland’s Montgomery
County Executive. Dr. Tun was a
member of the board of directors for
the Interfaith Council (IFC) of Metro-
politan Washington.

Please see /14
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g Try Pheap Group — blacklisted by Global

Manetsky Act to develop Cambodla Rabbit
Island, Kep Province for $130 Million

From Page 02

the misappropriation of statement as-
sets, the expropriation of private as-
sets for personal gain, corruption re-
lated to governmental contracts or
extraction of natural resources, or
bribery.”

Additionally, the U.S government
sanctioned 10 other Cambodia-regis-
tered entities that are owned or con-
trolled by Pheap: M.D.S.Import Ex-
port Co., Ltd.; Try Pheap Dry Port
Co., Ltd.; Try Pheap Engineering &
Construction Co., Ltd.; Try Pheap
Grand Royal Co., Ltd.; Try Pheap Im-
port Export Co., Ltd.; Papa Petroleum
Co., Ltd.; Try Pheap Property Co.,Ltd.;
Try Pheap Travel & Tours Co.,Ltd.; M
D S Thmorda S E Z Co., Ltd.; and Try
Pheap Oyadav S E Z Co.

The statement further included
that “Pheap has used his vast network
inside Cambodia to build a large scale
illegal logging consortium that relies
on the collusion of Cambodian offi-
cials, to include purchasing protection
from the government, including

military protection, for the move-
ment of his illegal products.” Pheap
used the Cambodian military to enable
his timber trafficking activities and
sell to buyers in Vietnam, China, Eu-
rope, and Russia. The support of these
officials makes it difficult for local au-
thorities to take lawful action against
Pheap, for example, Cambodian Na-
tional Park officials were paid by
Pheap to keep his operations secret
from the international community.

Under the Global Manetsky Act,
a designated person and his compa-
nies are barred from doing businesses
with the United States government. In
general terms this includes freezing
and blocking assets and deny entry
into the United States. This limits top
Hun Sen government officials from
doing business and it’s one of many
reasons a lobby firm in Washington
D.C. was hired last month by the Cam-
bodian government.
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Dr. Sovan Tun, Prominent Leader of
Cambodian and Buddhist Communities
in Maryland, the District of

Columbia and Virginia, Dies at 81

From Page 12

Dr. Tun’s work for Cambodians
and Buddhists, as well as the Asian
community at large, was not only local
and nationally significant, but also in-
ternationally recognized. On the
Board of Directors of Global Peace
Services (GPS) USA, Dr. Tun contrib-
uted to worldwide efforts on behalf of
the Asian community and Asian
Americans, as well as interfaith and
intercultural work promoting and pro-
tecting Buddhists.

In 2015, Dr. Tun was among Bud-
dhist and Catholic leaders who met
personally with Pope Francis for a
fir§t-of-its-kind religious summit at
the Vatican—the Buddhist-Catholic
Dialogue on Suffering, Liberation,
and Fratemity. Convened by the pope,
the summit addressed relational suf-
fering, building ties between the two
faiths, and identifying collaborative
opportunities to work together for so-
cial justice.

In addition, Dr. Tun, a lifelong,
dedicated Buddhist, served for more
than 20 years as President of the Cam-
bodian Buddhist Society, at the Cam-
bodian Buddhist Temple in Silver
Spring. Prior to that, he served ten
years as its General Secretary.

At the time of his death, he was
President Emeritus, awarded the title
in 2018. Despite his busy schedule, he
gtill found time to teach chanting and
lessons on Buddhism to youth at the

Temple. He was still highly active in
his community until the time of his
death.

“Tun Sovan is one of the rare per-
sons we all should respect and pay
gratitude to. He has dedicated his
knowledge to build humanitarian and
social work, and importantly, in Bud-
dhist teachings,” said Venerable Ouk
Chan Han, head monk of Vatt Bud-
dhikarama, a Maryland Buddhist
monastery. “He has done so much
from his heart.”

Dr. Tun was the only son of Mr.
Yan Tun and Mrs. Ham Muth Paduma,
both deceased. He is survived by his
wife, Mrs. Yok-Bean Ngor; and three
children: daughter Sophally Tun, and
sons Larry Tun and Dr. Sovanrith Tun;
sisters Neary Tun, Yun Tun, and So-
kon Tun; and four grandchildren: Sa-
bina McCormick, Calix McCormick,
Jason Tun, and Justin Tun. He also
leaves behind a grateful, but grieving,
community of family, friends, and col-
leagues.

Various services will be held be-
ginning Thursday, October 14, and
continuing through Saturday, October
16, at the Cambodian Buddhist Tem-
ple in Silver Spring.

Flowers can be sent, and dona-
tions made in memory of Dr. Sovan
Tun, to the Cambodian Temple, 13800
New Hampshire Avenue, Silver
Spring, MD 20904.

Additional information can be
found at http://bit.ly/SovanTunMemo-
rial.
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