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Controversy Over Lowell Mayor Election (Selection)

By Soben Ung was supposed to be filled with joy for the seat, in addition to re-electing two Cam-
fintsse ﬁj’ft 8 ﬂ'h Lowell, MA (Saturday November 6, minority community. The community has
2021) — the day after Lowell’s election elected two people of color to the council Please see /04
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what it is and what it means for Cambodia. To-
day, I will highlight the historical background
that led to the 1991 Paris Peace Settlement and
the reconstruction of Cambodia.

The 20 years of war between North Viet-
nam communists and South Vietnam (1955-
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for a free consultation.
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By Khmer Post USA

Lowell, Massachusetts held its first
hybrid at-large and district election sys-
tem on November 2nd, 2021. The results
brought a diverse change that the minority
community has long waited to see since
the lawsuit. There are five new elected
city councilors.

The city council added another Cam-
bodian American to the seat, Paul Ratha
Yem, representing the Acre in district 7.
In addition, it retained two Cambodian
American incumbents: Vesna Nuon, coun-
cilman at-large, was re-elected and topped
the ticket, and incumbent Sokhary Chau
was re-elected in district 6.

The progressive results can be seen
in the 5th district, where a woman was
elected to the city council: Kimberly
Scott. Corey Robinson, of black and Irish
descent, was elected in Centralville of dis-
trict 2.

lmolma Lowell City Council Election Results 2021

In district 8, Ty Chum lost to Erik
Gitschier, district 1 in Pawtucketvill,
Rodney Elliott, a long time serving coun-
cilor for 24 years, lost to incumbent Dan
Rourke. In district 3, Mayor John Leahy
ousted incumbent Bill Samaras, and dis-
trict 4, the downtown elected Wayne
Jenness. The remaining two at-large seats
went to incumbent Rita Mercier and John
Drinkwater.

The achievement of the first ever
diverse council in this election is part of
councilman at-large Vesna Nuon’s efforts,
whose support of this charter change early
on allowed neighborhood representation.

The tally of the votes received by at-
large council elected as follows:

Vesna Nuon, 6,156 votes

Rita Mercier, 5,875 votes

John Drinkwater, 5,696 votes

The elected district councilors and
number of votes they received are as fol-
lowed:

Digtrict 1 - Daniel Rourke, 1,068
votes

District 2 - Corey Robinson, 1,030
votes

District 3 - John Leahy, 1,454 votes

District 4 - Wayne Jenness, 530 votes

District 5 - Kimberly Scott, 659 votes

District 6 - Sokhary Chau, 758 votes

District 7 - Paul Ratha Yem, 454
votes

District 8 - Erik Gitschier, 1,116
votes

The ballot question to change the
Please see /12
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bodian American city councilors. Four out
of eleven city councilors are people of
color. This is a good change. Councilman
at-large Vesna Nuon was re-elected to his
4th term, he had once again topped the
ticket and should be the next Mayor of
Lowell. However, playing by the rule is
no longer respected, as a one term coun-
cilor, and now district-elect Sokhary Chau
has announced that he has secured enough
votes to be mayor in January 2022. In an
attempt by the council-elect to achieve
diversity as a result of the lawsuit, the
Cambodian community is now made to be
a laughing stock.

Councilman at-large Vesna Nuon with supporters: L to R:
Tha Chhan, Mony Var, and Judith Duran
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In Lowell, mayoral election (selection)
has always been voted by fellow at-large
councilors. Usually, whoever receives the
most city-wide votes becomes the next
mayor. The current Mayor John Leahy was
given “a turn” because he had the senior-
ity, even though he did not top the ticket.
He was supported by Councilor Rita Mer-
cier who had served as mayor and also
topped the ticket in that election. Prior to
that, William Samaras was mayor because
Councilor Vesna Nuon, a top ticket holder
yielded that seat and instead became vice
mayor. The term before that, Rodney Elliott
was mayor, he was also not a top ticket
holder, but served 18 years as city coun-
cilor. Councilor Rita Mercier who usually
held the top ticket also yielded the mayor
seat to Rodney Elliott.

This term, however, is very different.
There was a civil rights lawsuit claiming
that the all at-large system wasn’t fair to
neighborhood voters who couldn’t choose
their own representative at the council. The
suit was settled by a hybrid system of 8
didtrict seats and 3 at-large seats. This
resulted in only three top ticket holders
from the last cycle re-entering the at-large
race, Vesna Nuon, Rita Mericer, and John
Drinkwater. The rest of incumbents chose
to run district seats; in their calculation,
number, finance, and time, it just didn’t
make sense because they had a lesser chance
of winning at-large seats. With ditrict seats,
they have a 50% chance of winning. With
that in mind, incumbent Rodney Elliott
who lives in Pawtucketville ran against
another incumbent Dan Rourke in district
1. Incumbent John Leahy challenged in-
cumbent William Samaras in district 3, and
incumbent Sokhary Chau ran in district 6,
challenged by Justin Ford. There were 3
district winners, Dan Rourke from district
1, John Leahy from district 3 and Sokhary
Chau from district 6.

Now with this in mind, Councilor
Vesna Nuon who has earned top ticket
city-wide in this election did not choose
to yield his seat to anyone. He’s running
for Mayor. However, before councilor Nuon
made any public statement about his May-
orship, the day after the election, elected
Councilor Dan Rourke from district 1 an-
nounced his support for Sokhary Chau from
district 6 to be mayor who had received
only 758 votes, and today, Sokhary an-
nounced he has enough votes to be mayor.

Lowell voters are sad and angry. In
this election, Lowell has passed a ballot
question for the public to elect their
mayor, while at the same time, Councilor
at-large Nuon received the most city-wide
votes of 6,156, and has become the longest
serving councilor who has not been a
mayor. Councilor Sokhary Chau should
respect the rule and common courtesy.
Councilman at-large Vesna Nuon should
be next mayor.
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Legacies of 1991 Paris Peace Agreement:
Where We Are Today in Cambodia

-From Front Page

25 December, 1978:Vietnam.nyvades.€armbodia

1975) had a deep impact on Cambodia. In
1967, North Vietnamese forces intruded on
Cambodian land by moving their war supplies
and troops through the Ho Chi Minh Trail in
eastern Cambodia to avoid bombing by Ameri-
can planes. For 14 months, America dropped
bombs heavily in Cambodia to destroy North
Vietnamese bases, but was unsuccessful. In the
spring of 1970, Prince Sihanouk was removed
from power and replaced by General Lon Nol.
He joined large Cambodian demonstrations de-
manding that North Vietnamese and Viet Cong
troops leave Cambodian land immediately.
Instead, the North Vietnamese communists
launched an attack on the Cambodian govern-
ment. The Cambodia and Vietnam War started.
The U.S. backed Lon Nol, who fought back
the North Vietnamese. Prince Sihanouk went
to Beijing for support and then joined with the
Khmer Rouge. The Lon Nol government fell
on April 17, 1975 to the Khmer Rouge; thir-
teen days after, North Vietnam took over South
Vietnam.

Cambodia suffered a devastating loss of
2 million lives, in a country of 7 million, dur-
ing the Khmer Rouge regime between 1975 to
1979. Many died from torture, execution, star-
vation and sickness. In turn, the Khmer Rouge
fell on January 7, 1979, when Vietnam invaded
Cambodia. Vietnam set up a new government
in Cambodia with former Khmer Rouge lead-
ers Heng Samrin and Hun Sen, but found itself
engaged in continuous warfare in Cambodia
for another decade.

In 1990, the world condemned Vietnam
for invading Cambodia and sanctioned Viet-
nam eco-nomically, which crippled its econo-
my. In addition, Vietnam lost its financial sup-
port for the war due to the collapse of Soviet

French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas (centre) holds
together the hands of Hun Sen (right) and Prince Norodom Sihanouk
(left) before the start of peace talks in La Celle-Saint-Cloud, Paris, in

July 1989. AFP

Union, so it had to negotiate a peace settlement

and 17 other countries came together and
signed the Paris Peace Agreement which ended
the conflict in Cambodia. “The agreement was
on the political settlement of the Cambodian
conflict, sovereignty, territorial integrity and
inviolability, neutrality and national unity of
Cambodia, with a declaration on the re-habili-
tation and reconstruction of Cambodia.” Simi-
lar to South Korea, Cambodia was saved by the
United Nations.

In 1992, as part of the rehabilitation for
Cambodia, the United Nations Transitional
Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC) sent over
15,000 troops, 3600 civilian police, 2000 ci-
vilians and 450 UN volunteers and thousands
more local staff and interpreters to carry out its
mission. UNTAC was to oversee military se-
curity and maintain law and order, control all
aspects of the government, disarm Cambodia’s
factions including the Khmer Rouge forces,
supervise, monitor and verify the withdrawal
and non-return of Vietnamese military forces,
promote and protect human rights, repatriate
all Cambodian refugees along the Thai bor-
der, and close all refugee camps. UNTAC also
helped clear land mines and established train-
ing programs for mine clearance. This put the
infrastructure in place for Cambodia and began
its economic reconstruction and development.

In 1993, under UNTAC supervision, a na-
tional election was held for the first time since
1954. Tt was a hopeful time for the country as
89.5% of the population came out to vote. A
1995 UNTAC research report described its

Dutch troops guarding a train with refu-
gees returning to Cambodia from camps in
Thailand. May 1993. 01/05/1993. Sisophon,

Cambodia. UN Photo/P Sudhakaran

mission as “beginning the tortuous process of
national reconciliation and giving the Cambo-
dian people for the first time in almost 40 years
the opportunity to choose their government in
a comparatively free, fair and domestic man-
ner. A new constitution was written, a new
government formed, and an integrated national
army was established.” It was viewed as a suc-
cessful mission by UNTAC. It was the largest
amount spent in the United Na-tions’ history to
help a country, costing $1.6 billion.
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Legacies of 1991 Paris Peace Agreement:

Where We Are Today in Cambodia

-From Page 06
o

Hun Sen in 1980s & 2018

Part I. National Elections

Cambodia’s ruling party (CPP), under
one “strong man” prime minister Hun Sen,
has been in power for 36 years. How did this
happen? Did the Paris Peace Agreement help
re-structure Cambodia as it should have politi-
cally?

The hard won peace for Cambodia was
a new beginning for the country; a fresh start.
However, since the first election, the UNTAC
mission had failed. In the last 6 national elec-
tions, from 1993 to 2018, Prime Minister Hun
Sen — who came to power in 1985, after the
fall of the Khmer Rouge — never conceded his
power.

In the 1993 United Nations sponsored
election, Hun Sen lost but refused to step
down and de-manded that he share power.
He threatened to divide the country into two.
The late King No-rodom Sihanouk agreed to
his demand; in order to unite the country, he
made Hun Sen Co-Prime Minister with Prince
Norodom Ranariddh. Four years later, Hun
Sen staged a military coup and arrested Prince
Ranariddh, he then assumed full power and
continues to have it today.

Desplte the coup in 1997, Cambodlan

director of the Natural Resource Protection
Group, a small NGO dedicated to saving Cam-
bodia's forests, was also murdered. Cambodia,
a country once filled with ancient thick forest
like the Amazon, was being deforested by il-
legal logging and its timber was sent to neigh-
boring countries and overseas.

In the 2003 election, Sam Rainsy won
24 seats, increased from 15 seats in 1998, and
Prince Ranariddh of FUNCINPEC won 26
seats, decreased from 42 seats. Hun Sen won
73 seats, in-creased from 64 seats. The Cam-
bodian constitution requires 81 seats to form
a government. Prince Ranariddh joined with
Hun Sen to form a government, leaving Sam
Rainsy without a col-lective bargain as an op-

posing party.

In 2005, Kem Sokha, president of the
Center for Human Rights was arrested and
jailed because his staff displayed a banner
criticizing Hun Sen’s policy at an information
booth during Interna-tional Human Rights day.
He was released 11 days later after an interven-
tion by U.S. Envoy Christopher Hill. After his
release from jail, Kem Sokha established his
own political party and named it the Human
Rights Party, entered the 2008 election and
won 3 seats. In that year, Sam Rainsy won 26
seats, Hun Sen won 90 seats. Prince Ranariddh
won 2 seats, and FUNCINPEC, under a new
president Nhek Bunchey won 2 seats. That
was the last breath from the FUNCINPEC and
Prince Ranariddh legacies.

In 2009, a conversation between the
two opposing parties, Human Rights Party
and Sam Rainsy Party, began in Philadelphia
where the two leaders met for the first time
and discussed the pos-sibility of merging.
The Cambodian people wanted the opposition
parties to be united. In 2012, the two parties
merged and began preparing for the 2013 elec-
tion under a new Cambodia Na-tional Rescue

CNRP leaders Kem Sokha &Sam Rmnsy campaigned in 2013 natlonal elecuon

human rights groups continued their ground-
work in edu-cating the people about human
rights and participation in the election process.
At the time, a leader of an NGO, Kem Sokha,
was threatened to be arrested. Meanwhile, Sam
Rainsy, who had served as an elected member
of parliament and Minister of Economy and
Finance under the coalition government of
Prince Ranariddh and Hun Sen for a short time,
before being ex-pelled from the National As-
sembly, established his own political party to
participate in the 1998 election.

According to a Human Rights Watch re-
port on March 17, 1997, about 200 protestors
gathered with Sam Rainsy across the street
from the National Assembly to denounce the
judicial corrup-tion and lack of independence.
Four grenades were thrown into the crowd,
killing 16 and injuring 100 protestors, includ-
ing children and bystanders. Rainsy was in-
jured but escaped the attack, however two of
his bodyguards were killed.

In the next S years, three more presidents
of the Free Trade Union Workers were killed:
in Janu-ary 2004 Chea Vichea was killed; in
May 2004 Ros Sovannarith was killed, and in
2007, Hy Vuthy was killed. At the same time
frame in 2004, Chhut Vuthy, a founder and

Party (CNRP). In that election, 55 seats or 44%
of the national assembly was won by CNRP vs
Hun Sen won 68 seats, or 48%.

Nearly one million Cambodians flocked
into the capital to demonstrate, claiming CNRP
won the election. Hun Sen deployed his mili-
tary with armored trucks and tanks onto the
streets of Phnom Penh to intimidate the dem-
onstrators. Sam Rainsy announced over a
broadcast telling everyone to go home. CNRP
accepted the results after a political compro-
mise was reached. This marked the beginning
of the end of a high point of Cambodian de-
mocracy and civic engagement. CNRP was
dissolved in 2017. Kem Sokha was put under
house arrest and Sam Rainsy was forced to re-
sign and went into exile. By the 2018 national
election, it was a one party state. Hun Sen took
all 125 seats. Prince Ranariddh was propped
up as an opposition party to legitimize Hun
Sen’s election, but won no seat.

Part II. How can the Paris Peace Agree-
ment accomplish anything meaningful for the
Cambodi-an people today? To be continued in
the next print edition.
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Lowell City Council Election Results 2021

-From Page 02

system of city councilors voting for the
mayor to the public voting for the mayor
has passed at 75.50%, with 7,429 votes.
Simultaneously, councilman Vesna Nuon,
who received the highest votes in the city-
wide, is running for mayor and is being
challenged by district councilor Sokhary
Chau from district 6. There is a hole in the
lawsuit settlement that focused only on dis-
trict, without changing the mayor system,

that has caused the controversy, as district
elected councilors rallied up against at-
large councilman Nuon for a mayor seat.
This will not happen in the next term, as
the system will effectively change so that
the public will vote for the mayor. The
current situation places councilman Nuon,
who advocated for the change, into an un-
easy position, without proper reward for
his efforts.

Sokhary Chau
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Co-Prime Ministers Prince Noro-
dom Ranariddh (L) and Hun Sen (R) talk
together on 21 June 1997 while waiting
for the arrival of their Thai counterpart
Chaowalit Yongchaiyudh. Emmanuel
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Chea Vichea was assassinated in broad
daylight. Photo by Brad Cox
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