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Hun Sen Supports His
Eldeé’c Son as Next PM

Hun Manet

Khmer Post USA

Phnom Penh — Cambodian prime
minister and president of the Cambodian
People’s Party Hun Sen said last week on
December 2 that, “I announce my full sup-
port for my son, Hun Manet, to be a can-

Please see /12
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Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Sen Undermines the
ASEAN in Recognizing

Myanmar’s Military Junta

Suu Kyi Addressed EU Parhamenta.ry in
Strabourg, 2013.

By Soben Ung

Aung San Suu Kyi, the Myanmar State
Counselor, was sentenced to 4 years in
prison on Monday December 6 after a court
found her guilty of incitement and violat-
ing Covid-19 restrictions. The 76-year-old
Nobel Peace Prize laureate was detained
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SiNgE i  Former Premier Prince Ranariddh

Norodom Dies at 77

By Khmer Post USA

Phnom Penh, Cambodia — Prince
Ranariddh Norodom of the Kingdom of
Cambodia passed away on November 28,
2021 in France. He was 77 years old. He
is the son of the late King Norodom Si-
hanouk.

Prince

Ranariddh was the president of FUNCIN-
PEC — a Cambodian royalist party. He
won the 1993 UNTAC-sponsored elec-
tion but had to share power with his rival
Hun Sen who had threaten to divide the
country in half. They served as Co-Prime
Ministers for 4 years until he was ousted
by Hun Sen in a bloody coup in 1997. He
spent the remaining years in the political
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shadow of Hun Sen though he served as
President of the National Assembly be-
tween 1998 and 2006. Hun Sen held the
dictatorial power to today.

He was expelled from the FUNCIN-
PEC party from 2006 to 2015 when he
made a political come back and re-entered
the national election after the dissolution
of the main opposition
Cambodia National Rescue
Party in 2017. On July 29,
2018, as they were travel-
ing to a campaign event
in the province of Preah
Sihanouk, a taxi hit the
royal motorcade head on,
causing the death of his
wife Ouk Phala and serious
injury to the Prince who
was air lifted to a hospi-
tal in Phnom Penh. Prince
Ranariddh has appointed
his eldest son, Prince
Chakravut to take his place
in the FUNCINPEC party
after his car crash. Prince
Chakravut is the son from
his estranged wife Princess Marie.

Prime Minister Hun Sen, who has
been in power for 37 years, took 100%
of the seats in the 2018 national election.
Cambodia has become a one party state.
Many activists have urged Cambodians to
boycott the election and called it “mean-
ingless”.
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Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen Undermines the
ASEAN in Recognizing Myanmar’s Military Junta

From Front Page

on February 1st, 2021 in a coup, the mili-
tary junta seizing the power by force. San
Suu Kyi is the leader of the National League
for Democracy. She was previously put in
prison for 15 years, and only released in
2010. After her release, Suu Kyi won an
election by a landslide in 2015, and won
again in 2020.

“Aung San Suu Kyi’s guilty verdict
has been guaranteed since Myanmar’s
military detained her on February 1, and
more baseless convictions and sentences
can be expected to be piled on in the future,”
said Brad Adams, Asia director at Human
Rights Watch. “The junta is using this sham
court proceeding to wipe out all opposition
to military dictatorship. Yet since the coup
and Suu Ky’s arrest, millions have taken
to the streets to protest for freedom and
democracy.”

The military coup sparked protests
across the country, but peaceful protesters
were confronted by armed military forces.
Since February, more than 1,200 people
have been killed and 7,500 have been ar-

'

Myanmar citizens and a fierce statement
from ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human
Rights (ASEANMP). A statement released
on Twitter said that “Hun Sen’s reckless
comments on recognizing the junta risk
wasting ASEAN’s hard-won diplomatic

progress since the coup took place as the
new Chair of ASEAN, it is in the Cambo-
dian government’s interests to strengthen

PM Hun Sen speaks at the inauguration
of Highway 11 on Dec 6, 2021

its own, and ASEAN’s, credibility by re-
maining fully committed to the Five-Point
Consensus, by providing a roadmap on

how it plans to progress on agreed action

Demonstrators hold portraits of detained civilian leaders Aung San Suu Kyi and Win
Myint during an anti-coup protest in Yangon on February 22 (EPA)

rested. Many have fled to neighboring
countries for safety.

As the new chairman of the ASEAN
in 2022, Prime Minister Hun Sen made his
first jab on Monday Dec 6, stating that
“Myanmar is a member of the ASEAN and
Myanmar has the right to attend every
meeting.” He argued that the structure of
the United Nations is different from the
ASEAN and that the ASEAN’s decision is
based on the spirit of consensus. The Cam-
bodian premier invited the Myanmar junta’s
foreign minister to visit Phnom Penh this
week, as well as offering to visit the junta
in Myanmar. His actions have undermined
the ASEAN’s consensus decision to ban
the junta from participating in the ASEAN
2021 Summit in October, for failing to
reach a political solution in Myanmar.

This has sparked anger amongst

points, including appointing a new Special
Envoy.”

“It makes no sense that Cambodian
PM Hun Sen is discussing plans to visit
Myanmar, thereby legitimizing the junta,
before progress has been made on the Five-
Point Consensus.” said Kasit Piromya,
member of Asia-Pacific Leadership Network
& Former Thai Foreign Minister.

Mu Sochua, Deputy Vice President of
Cambodia National Rescue Party — Cam-
bodia’s opposing party, who faces a simi-
lar situation as Aung San Suu Kyi said, “I
see many similarity instances where the
military in Myanmar and the leader of the
regime in Cambodia learn from each other.
That is to put away their opponent and to
go as far as killing their own people, to go
as far as to pull everything they have to

Please see /07
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"The Taste of Angkor", a cook-
book prepared and published by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation as part of
its cultural diplomacy, has been
distinguished as the Best Asian
Cookbook" at the Gourmand World
Cookbook Awards 2021. The award
ceremony is currently being held in
Paris from 29 November to 6 De-
cember 2021.

The Gourmand World Cookbook
Awards was founded in 1995 by
Edouard Cointreau with the goal of
supporting culinary traditions from
around the globe. Every year, they
honour the best food and wine books
as well as food television. In 2021,
there were 198 countries entering
the competition with a total submis-
sion of 4000 cookbooks.

The Taste of Angkor, which was
unveiled on 18 January 2021 by His
Excellency Deputy Prime Minister
Prak Sokhonn, contains a selection
of 38 recipes of Khmer dishes and
desserts. Easy-to-follow detailed
instructions, encompassing ingredi-
ent substitutions of Khmer ingredi-

"The Taste of Angkor" Received
the Gourmand World Cookbook Award

KHMERPOST USA

ents that may be hard to source
abroad, were the highlight of this
artistic culinary book. The Taste of
Angkor, which were provided for
the use of Cambodian diplomats and
to be presented as gifts to foreign
dignitaries, is a great contribution
of the Royal Government of Cam-
bodia's advancement of its food and
cultural diplomacy.

The Gourmand World Cookbook
Awards 2021 is a fresh source of
pride and honour for the Kingdom
of Cambodia's efforts to get the world
to know and truly appreciate the
great legacy of Cambodia's thousand-
year-old culinary heritage.

Food diplomacy is one of the
cornerstones of the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and International Co-
operation's Economic Diplomacy
Strategy 2021-2023. The aim of the
Strategy is to enhance Cambodia's
prestige on the international stage
and to contribute to the realisation
of the Royal Government of Cam-
bodia's Vistonyor 2030 and 2050.

Pranom Penh, 01 December 2021
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Nov 26%,2021

We, the undersigned Cambodian
civil society organizations listed below,
condemn the killing of Mr. Sin Khonn, a
university student, member of the opposi-
tion party, and the numerous other attacks
on members of the opposition party and
human rights defenders.

We also condemn the killing of any
Cambodians exercising freedom of opinion
and expression rights. Mr. Sin Khonn had
been exercising his civil and political rights,
the rights that are guaranteed by the inter-
national human rights instruments ratified

by Cambodia, when he spoke up against
the Cambodian government’s wrong doings
and participated in protests. The killing
appears to be politically motivated, and the
Cambodian government must find the real
killer or perpetrator, not a scapegoat.

As the world witnessed during the
Khmer Rouge regime, unchecked human
rights violations led to over 2.2 million
deaths. The result was a society so weak
and devastated that the UN had to put the
country under the international commu-

has raised our concerns to the highest
level in the past few years. Apparently,
constant harassment and killing of opposi-
tion political party members or rights de-
fenders are happening with impunity that
violate the basic foundation of democracy.

We urge the international community
to condemn this assassination and we de-
mand that the UN Human Rights Rappor-
teur on Cambodia to request for an inde-
pendent investigation of the May 12,2021
assault of Mr Sin Khonn and his killing on
November 21, 2021.

If those gross violations of human
rights and intimidations were not sanctioned
and stopped the coming elections of 2022
and 2023 will be robbed by the current
running Cambodian People Party and may
result in civil strife that will affect nega-
tively the peace and stability for Cambodia
and the region.

Cambodian Civil Society Organiza-
tions: 1. Cambodia Border Institute (CBI)
2. Cambodia Women Health Organization
(CWHO) 3. Cambodian Alliance for the
Paris Peace Agreements on Cambodia
(CAPPAC) 4. Cambodian Americans for
Human Rights and Democracy (CAHRAD)
5. Cambodian Association of Victoria (CAV)
6. Cambodian Australian Federation (CAF)
7. Committee for Paris Peace Accords on
Cambodia-Minnesota (CPPAC-MN) 8.
Khmer Alliance Foundation (KAF) 9.
Khmer Association of Hampton Road
Virginia (KAHRV) 10. Khmer People
Network for Cambodia (KPNC) 11. Khmer
Unity for Cambodia (KUC) 12. Khmer
Veterans Freedom Fighters Association
(KVFFA) 13. MeBoun Foundation (MF)
14. Our Mutual National Interests Interna-
tional (OMNI) 15. Overseas Khmer Sum-
mit (OKS) 16. Pro Démocratie pour le

nHE’nLni[n[ﬁjijjnUﬂ AT yn SLULﬁﬁ {eign mHmiZJi;inﬂ SN ﬁjgﬁgﬁj& nity receivership as a resolution of the 1991  Cambodge du Canada (PDCC) 17. So-
A ,,-,Lm ﬁ 06e mgﬁn GG UL X SfU U ﬁjﬁ'a mirgnythoh = GrUIUgH Paris Peace Agreements on Cambodia. But  ciété Buddhiste Khmeére (SBK)
163 i ! it appears that history has repeated itself Contact: info@cahrad.org
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Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen Undermines the
ASEAN in Recognizing Myanmar’s Military Junta

From Page 03

contain their power, that is not acceptable.

The world, the region, every nation should

Exile MP Mu Sochua speaks at Inter-
national Institute for Democracy and
Electoral Assistance November 2021

be standing up together with the people of
Myanmar. The people of Myanmar have
spoken very clearly in a nationwide civil
disobedience show very clearly. The
people of Myanmar deserve real democ-
racy.”

Cambodia will be hosting the ASEAN
for the third time since it joined in 1999.
The last time it hosted the ASEAN was in
2012 — when member states sharply
criticized Prime Minister Hun Sen and
wasn’t able to produce a consensus report.

A series of angry tweets by the people
of Myanmar responded to PM Hun Sen’s
Twitter account, “PeacePalaceKH”.

One user by the name of Peter De
Rangoon tweeted, “Shameless #Cambodia
is trying to legitimize war criminal and
terrorist junta. If ASEAN can’t help the
people of Myanmar, terrorist military regime
must be rejected from every meeting at
least.”

And another user named Ah Lynn
tweeted, “I’'m not surprised that Cambo-
dian PM Hun Sen is giving a hand to
Myanmar’s murderous dictator since he’s
just a dictator in Cambodia. But @ASEAN
ministers should be aware of that he’s
abusing the dignity and name of the re-
gional bloc.”

As the reaction from the ASEAN
member states continued, Charles Santi-
ago, Member of Parliament for Malaysia
said, “we continue to call for ASEAN to
ban all junta representatives from its meet-
ings, prevent junta generals from traveling
in the region, and to engage with the duly-
elected National Unity Government.”

On December 7, the United Nations
General Assembly rejected the Myanmar
military junta’s application for official
representation, and allowed Myanmar’s
current representative to keep his seat.
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Debriefing on Theary Seng Mass Trial
on Dec 7 in Phnom Penh,

Written by Jared Genser, the International Human Rights Lawyer and Theary’s Friend

Earlier today, I was with Theary Seng
in Phnom Penh Municipal Court in Cam-
bodia as her mass trial with 42 others re-
sumed on charges of “conspiracy to com-

mit treason” and “incitement to civil

Although today S hearmg was brlef it was
replete with due process abuses.
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unrest.” We began with a press confer-
ence outside the courthouse.

First, I met a foreign journalist out-
side the courthouse who had been denied
access to the trial because he had failed to
register in advance. In general, all crimi-
nal trials in Cambodia are and remain
open to the public. But in January 2020,
the Government began requiring advance
registration only for political trials as a

transparent way to reduce access. This ar-
bitrary distinction is a clear violation of
Theary and the other defendants’ right to a
public trial.
Second, there was great drama
around Theary’s choice of outfits. Theary
wore the outfit of an Apsara, a beautiful
female creature in Buddhist and Hindu
culture that visits Earth from heaven to
entertain gods and kings by dance. Theary
chose this traditional dress to dramatize
and underscore that she was being sub-
jected to a political show trial and this was
really theatre — but unlike the other actors
who are given strict roles by the Govern-
ment, she is in charge of her own role and
her own script. She also shaved her head,
which
mourning and brokenness.

in Khmer culture symbolizes
Juxtaposing
these two instantly recognizable but never
seen together symbols for the Cambodia
public was designed to vividly portray the
situation the country is in.

Initially, the guards to the courthouse
wouldn’t even let her in. When she ex-
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Hun Sen Supports His Eldest

From Front Page

didate for the post of Prime Minister through
elections”. The 69 years old premier has
been in power for 37 years, and further
said as a father, training his children to

become prime minister is not wrong.

Hun Manet, 44, is a three-star gen-
eral and a Deputy Commander-in-Chief of
the Royal Cambo-dian Armed Forces, and
Commander of the Royal Cambodian Army
since 2018. He went to West Point Acad-
emy and graduated in 1999.

The Central Committee of the Cam-
bodian People’s Party, the highest com-
mander of the army, police, and civil servants,
all issued letters supporting Hun Manet as
the fu-ture prime minister candidate.
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The public speculated that within the
Cambodian People’s Party, Deputy Prime
Minis-ter Sar Kheng may not agree to this
power shift. Sar Kheng released a statement
on his Facebook said “T always support the

herslafing E'gﬁ fuAthwiamo

(rUED e sursigiogba smigyruns
i vyps gyupdi Wuijen

decision of the broad congress and elected
con-gress of the Cambodian People’s
Party in picking Samdech Techo Hun Sen
as prime minister for this term and follow-
ing terms. For the selection of a prime
minister candi-date in the future, I’1l also
respect the decision of the Cambodian

Son as Next PM

People’s Party led by Samdech Techo as
president.”

Meanwhile, the nomination of Lt. Gen.
Hun Manet who has risen to commander
rank in the military has drawn public scru-
tiny. One political analyst Dr. Lao Mong
Hay based in Hong Kong wrote on his
Facebook that, “the regime of multi-party
liberal democracy defined in the constitu-
tion could become a real military dynasty.”
He compared a simi-lar circumstance found
in Japanese history. In 1603, Shogun
Ieyasu Tukugawa de-feated all other armies,
took control of the entire country and es-
tablished the Shogun-ate, a military regime
that ruled Japan until 1868. Shogun became
the prime minister and commander-in-chief,
took all power from the Emperor and ruled
the country as a one man dictatorship. The
samurai army swore allegiance to the
Shogun. The de-scendants of Shogun be-
came prime minister generation after
generation.

“This transformation will be avoided”
he wrote “if the Royal Cambodian Armed
Forces becomes a non-political institution
- apolitical institution - only fulfills its role
and duty to protect the country's territorial
integrity, not interfere with politics, and
military officials do not join any party and
engage in political activities like in many
democratic countries in the world.”

Since 2018, Cambodia has become a
one party state after the main opposition
Cam-bodian National Rescue Party (CNRP)

8 5900 fuhed miugges
U8 qaImw

was dissolved by the court ahead of the
elec-tion. The ruling party has no viable
opposition in the 2023 election beside the
CNRP which has been outlawed with 55
elected members of the parliament and
5,000 com-mune councilors illegally dis-
solved.
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Debriefing on Theary Seng Mass Trial
on Dec 7 in Phnom Penh,

From Page 09

plained she was a defendant, confused,
they let her enter. But then another guard
told her that “according to an internal
rule” this wasn’t proper dress for court.
Theary asked to be shown the rule. An-
other 15 minutes later, the Chief Judge
Ros Piseth’s clerk Dy Lila came out and
told her the judge said she needed to
change in proper clothing. Theary then
challenged this assertion and asked how it
was possible that proper clothing in a
Cambodian court included Western suits
and ties for men but that somehow a tradi-
tional Khmer outfit for women was ex-
cluded.
Theary was let in to the courtroom another

The clerk scurried away and
15 minutes later.

When the trial resumed, in his open-
ing remarks, the lead Prosecutor Seng He-
ang actually decided to address Theary’s
outfit. He said: “Today, Theary is wearing
a traditional costume that is beautiful but
the court is having a hearing, she is a de-
fendant, and this is not appropriate cloth-
ing. The judges should take into account

that her clothing is not appropriate,” sug-
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gesting somehow that the how she chose
to address should have bearing on her
guilt or innocence of the charges brought
against her. Such a statement was grossly
inappropriate and violated her right to the
presumption of innocence by seeking to
Ulti-
mately, Judge Ros Piseth later said to

prejudice the judges against her.

Theary: “The clothing is not wrong but
traditional costume should be preserved
for traditional events and I request that
you wear other clothing at the next hear-
ing.” In fact, neither the prosecutor nor
the judge cited to any violation of court
rules and were arbitrarily imposing their
own personal standards on court dress.

Third, there were further irregulari-
ties with Theary and the other defendants’
different court summons. Originally in
November 2020, Theary was only provid-
ed the summons without the underlying
complaint in violation of the law. Her
protestations at her first hearing then that
she was unprepared for a trial as she didn’t

even know the charges against herself

were ignored. On November 23, 2021,
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Debriefing on Theary Seng Mass Trial
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on Dec 7 in Phnom Penh,

From Page 13

three police delivered a new summons
with the complaint to her home. They in-
sisted this wasn’t beginning a new pro-
ceeding and that it was an extension of the
first one. Counsel for other defendants in
court today complained they never got
their summons in the first place. Both the
prosecutor and judge summarily dis-
missed all these concerns out of hand.

Fourth, in another irregularity, we
had learned from Theary’s new summons
that one of the three original judges had
been replaced by a new judge, who hadn’t
been at the prior hearings. A criminal de-
fendant is entitled to have a judge or jury
present for all proceedings so the replace-
ment of a judge should have resulted in a
restarted trial. Both Theary and different

defense counsel complained vociferously
about this.
the judge explained that judges in Cambo-

But both the prosecutor and

dia rotate courthouses, they explained the
prior judge had moved, that the new judge
was appointed in accordance with regular
procedures, that she had read the case file,
and both said, using the same language
“there is nothing to worry about.” Except,
of course, that this denies the defendants’

basic due process rights.

Ultimately, this brought Theary’s
case to a conclusion for today. The judge
said the defendants were being divided up
into three groups with multiple hearings
for the first two groups. Theary was men-
tioned alone in her own group with the
next hearing scheduled for Tuesday De-
cember 28th. Having a hearing scheduled
between Christmas and New Years is wor-
rying, but it is impossible to know if the
Government is aiming to convict or acquit
her without much public attention. Later
the judge seemed to imply verdicts on all
the cases will be issued on March 8, 2022.
Despite the challenges posed by the holi-
days, I would ask that all those with a
presence in Phnom Penh try to ensure that
Theary’s next hearing has maximum cov-
erage. Thanks so much for your ongoing
help and support.

Best, Jared
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AMERICAN-CAMBODIAN HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER aﬁmjmjf{?ggg Sty g
THEARY SENG HEADED TO SHAM TRIAL

By Khmer Post USA

Phnom Penh, Cambodia — On Decem-
ber 7,2021, American-Cambodian human
rights defender and democracy advocate
Theary Seng will appear before the Phnom
Penh Municipal Court to answer for po-
litically motivated charges related to her
activism and criticism of the Hun Sen re-
gime.

In response to the forthcoming trial,
Ms. Seng commented, "The violations
against me and the many others on trial
reflect Cambodia's long and ungraceful fall
from the promises it made to serve and
protect its people. It is a descent that has
not just been felt by Cambodians, but also
observed and documented by the interna-
tional community."

In November 2020, Seng was notified
that she had been charged with "conspira-
cy to commit treason and incitement to
create gross chaos impacting public secu-
rity." These baseless charges carry up to
12 years in prison. She was initially charged
as part of a group of defendants comprised
mainly of former officials and members of
the banned Cambodia National Rescue
Party (CNRP), including its leader Sam

Rainsy, despite having no official party
affiliation.

Seng was initially summoned to appear
before a magistrate on November 26, 2020.
Her trial was repeatedly postponed and
then delayed indefinitely, in violation of
her right to a prompt trial under interna-
tional law. On November 23, 2021, Ms.
Seng received a summons to again appear
before a magistrate on December 7. Ms.
Seng and 41 others are defendants in the
December 7 mass trial.

At the trial, Ms. Seng will represent
herself. Jared Genser, former law school
classmate and friend of Ms. Seng's for over
20 years, will be in Cambodia to support
her.

Editor's note: the Khmer Post USA
learned that Theary Seng and 41 other
defenders were divided into into three
groups. Their hearings are postponed again.
Theary’s hearing will be on December 28.
Later, the judges said they intended to
handle out all the verdicts by March 8,
2022. Please read Jared Genser for the full
report of the hearing from an international
human rights lawyer’s eyes.
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