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By Soben Ung
This February 1 marks one year
since a military coup in Myanmar oust-

- Ant1-coup protesters gather in downtown Yangon on February 22 2021 (Myanmar Now)

ed the National League for Democracy
of Aung San Suu Kyi, which won a
landslide victory in the 2020 election.
The army dissolved the elected govern-
ment and parliament, preventing the
start of their second teQrm of office,
plunging Myanmar into armed conflict
and economic disaster, displacing some
400,000 civilians and killing thousands
according to a UN report.

A civil disobedience movement
was quickly organized in response to the
coup and they were met by heavily
armed military forces, brutal killing of
as many as 1,500 civilians to date and
that does not include thousands more
who died in the armed conflicts as fight-
ing intensified throughout the country.
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Theary Seng’s Legal Counsel, Jared Genser
Banned from Entering Cambodia Forever

By Soben Ung

Jared Genser, an international hu-
man rights lawyer and legal counsel
for Theary Seng in her treason trial has

Jared is a former classmate of Theary
at Michigan Law School. The Cambo-
dian government was unhappy about

his appearance in Cambodia and that
|

Jared Genser with Theary Seng in Cambodia giving press conference
outside of Phnom Penh Courthouse in December

now been permanently banned by the
Cambodian government from entering
Cambodia.

Jared visited Cambodia on Decem-
ber 5th, 2021 and attended Theary’s
hearing as a friend since he is not
qualified to practice law in Cambodia.

he gave an interview with the press
about her trial.

The “Royal Government Attorney
Group” issued a statement stating that
he has acted in an "abusive way" towards

Please see /02
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Theary Seng’s Legal Counsel, Jared Genser
Banned from Entering Cambodia Forever

From Front Page

the Cambodian judiciary. “Theary
faces decades in prison if convicted on
bogus charges of conspiracy to commit
treason and incitement to create social
disorder,” wrote Jared. “At no time did
I threaten or insult the judiciary. I
simply said that the charges and trial
against Theary violate Cambodia's
obligations under international law and
I emphasized that if she were wrongly
convicted, there would be serious con-
sequences for the Government of
Cambodia, which isn't a threat but
rather a promise that we will hold regime
officials accountable before interna-
tional bodies such as the UN Working
Group on Arbitrary Detention.”

On January 20, the government of
Cambodia released a statement to Fresh
News, a government friendly news
outlet, that “the Ministry of Interior has

U.S. CTIZENS ILLEGALLY DETAINED OVERSEAS
JARED GENSER
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taken action to put an American named
JARED MATTHEW GENSER into the
system. Immigration has targeted all
international border police stations,
banning his entry into Cambodia for-
ever.”

Khieu Sopheak, spokesman for the
Ministry of Interior said, "apart from
being involved in violating the jurisdic-
tion of the Cambodian jurisdiction in
order to threaten the independence of
the Cambodian judiciary, an American
named Jared Genser also violated the
Immigration Law by using a visa for
a different purpose. "Cambodia for
tourism, but acted contrary to the type
of visa allowed."

Jared said, “As for the so-called
reasons presented by the regime to
justify this "forever" ban, it claims that
I violated immigration law and threat-
ened the judiciary. Both are utterly
without merit.” He said he did engage
in tourism in Cambodia where he vis-
ited the Angkor Wat and visited both

the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum and
the Choeung Ek Genocide Center. He
attended Theary’s trial as a friend be-
cause he’s not qualified to practice law
in Cambodia.

Jared Genser is a very well re-
spected and accomplished interna-
tional human rights lawyer who has
been awarded the International Human
Rights Award by the American Bar
Association in 2013, and Tallberg
Foundation's Téllberg / Eliasson
Global Leadership Prize in 2020. He
has served as international counsel for
many high-profile human rights activ-
ists and political prisoners globally,
including Aung San Suu Kyi, Desmond
Tutu, Elie Wiesel, former Malaysian
Deputy Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim,
Venezuelan politician Leopoldo Lopez,
and former Maldives President Mohamed
Nasheed.

Currently, he works as managing
director of the law firm Perseus Strat-
egies, LLC in Washington D.C. He is
also a senior fellow at the Raoul Wal-
lenberg Centre for Human Rights and
was previously an associate of the Carr
Center for Human Rights Policy at
Harvard University and a visiting fel-
low with the National Endowment for
Democracy.

Jared has given the international
community critical insights into the
justice system of Cambodia and how
it failed its international obligations
even within its own Cambodian laws
throughout the treason trial process.

Theary first received her summon
for treason and incitement in November
2020 amongst sixty-seven others who
are made up mostly of CNRP members,
Cambodia opposition party, the trial
was moved again and again violating
her rights.

Theary’s trial is also being observed
by the Cloony Foundation for Justice,
by representatives of the US Embassy
in Phnom Penh, as well as a number
of other international observers. Amal
Cloony, Co-President of the Clooney
Foundation for Justice, said, “Cambo-
dia should stop using vague laws and
mass trials to prosecute critics.”

In a statement to Khmer Post USA,
Theary wrote, “the regime was really
coming after me in banning Jared as a
threat, an intimidation against me to
say that I am isolated from my inter-
national friends and support; to the
contrary, the ban has strengthened
Jared’s resolve on Cambodia issues as
they relate to me and justice generally
and gave us a free global publicity.”

Please see /09
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MYANMAR ONE YEAR AFTER THE COUP

From Front Page

Last month, the United Nations Se-
curity Council rejected the junta’s appli-
cation for membership. The current ci-
vilian government’s Ambassador to the
United Nations, Kyaw Moe Tun, retains
his seat. At the ASEAN Summit meet-
ing in October, the Myanmar leader was
also barred from attending, after ASE-
AN’s special envoy was not allowed to
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important step is embodied in the ASE-
AN five-points consensus.”

James Shwe, a Burmese activist
based in Los Angeles said, “it isn’t up to
Hun Sen to interpret however he thinks
it means with these five-points consen-
sus, it’s the Secretary General of ASE-
AN who he has to consult with and Hun

-

7,2021 and recieves by Myanmar Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin

meet with Suu Kyi and other political
detainees.

Cambodian authoritarian leader
Hun Sen, who has held the power for 37
years, as chairperson of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations, met with
Myanmar military leader Min Aung
Hlaing on January 7 despite thousands
of angry protesters by the people of
Myanmar and without consultation with
ASEAN member states. The two leaders
released a joint statement that Myanmar
will extend the ceasefire with all Ethnic
Armed Organizations (EAOs) from
February to the end of 2022. Min Aung
Hlaing said he “welcomed the participa-
tion of the special envoy of the ASEAN
Chair on Myanmar to join the ceasefire
talks with and among the EAOs.” This

Sen isn’t the boss of the ASEAN, the
ASEAN Summit is the ultimate power.”
Myanmar was governed under a
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement that
was signed by four parties — the govern-
ment, the parliament, the military and
the ethnic arms organization. The mili-
tary dissolved the government and the
parliament after the coup, therefore, “if
we wanted to have a nationwide cease-
fire, we need a very conducive atmo-
sphere or guarantee the freedom of ex-
pression, freedom of the press, and
freedom of individuals democratically
participating in the process,” said Bo
Hla Tint, National Unity Government of
Myanmar’s Ambassador to ASEAN.
“The ASEAN has failed to call for

Please see /04
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The Chin National Army holds a ceremony for graduates of basic com-

MYANMAR ONE YEAR AFTER THE COUP

From Page 03
the unconditional release of all the po-

litical prisoners including the elected
president Win Myint and the State
Councilor Aung San Suu Kyi. Without
having equal ground to participate by all
parties concerned in the dialogue, it
would be very difficult to reach the
agreement,” added Ambassador Bo Hla

bat training in December 2021 (Chinland Information Center/Facebook)
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Tint.

When the coup took place on Feb-
ruary 1, the military arrested many top

leaders, however a few escaped and
went into exile. They formed the Na-
tional Unity Government of Myanmar
(NUG). Myanmar is a very diverse
country with 135 ethnic groups. It has 7
states, and 7 divisions, each with its own
ethnic armed organization. “A majority
of the Ethnic Armed Organizations are
now aligned with NUG,” said James
Shwe. “They have renamed to Ethnic
Resistant Organizations last week.
There are fighting everywhere now in
Myanmar. They are fighting in Chin,
Kachin, Kayin, Kayah states, and also in
Sagaing and Magwe divisions. Right af-
ter Hun Sen left, the military launched
air strikes on Kaya state.”

The UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights Michelle Bachelet re-
leased an extensive Statement on Friday
January 28, urging the international
community to collaborate and pressure
the military to stop its campaign of ter-
ror against the people of Myanmar and
to support the restoration of civilian rule
through concrete actions, governments
and private companies alike.

Please see /06
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MYANMAR ONE YEAR AFTER THE COUP

From Page 04

“One year after the military seized
power, the people of Myanmar — who
have paid a high cost in both lives and
freedoms lost — continue to advocate re-
lentlessly for the;li demOC{acy,” Bache-

have paid a high cost in both lives and
freedoms lost — continue to advocate re-
lentlessly for their democracy,” Bache-
let said. Latest data showed over 11,787
people have been detained for voicing
their opposition to the military, of whom
8,792 remain in custody. At least 290
have died in detention. With a combina-
tion of Covid-19 pandemic and collapse
of the banking, transportation and edu-
cation and other sectors, the Myanmar
economy is now on the brink of col-
lapse, stated the report.

Bachelet further stressed that the
current crisis in Myanmar is “built upon
the impunity with which the military
leadership perpetrated the shocking
campaign of violence resulting in gross
human rights violations against the Ro-
hingya communities of Myanmar four
years ago — and other ethnic minorities
over many decades beforehand ”

Fires burn in Thantlang on Octo-
ber 29 (Supplied)
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Vehicles torched by the military troops near
the village of Moso in Karenni State’s Hpruso
Township are seen on December 25 (KNDF)

let said. Latest data showed over 11,787
people have been detained for voicing
their opposition to the military, of whom
8,792 remain in custody. At least 290
have died in detention. With a combina-
tion of Covid-19 pandemic and collapse
of the banking, transportation and edu-
cation and other sectors, the Myanmar
economy is now on the brink of col-
lapse, stated the report.

“One year after the military seized
power, the people of Myanmar — who

Homes in Moe Dar Gyi, Katha Township, are
seen burning after military fighter jets dropped
bombs on the village on January 12 (Kat

“As long as impunity prevails, sta-
bility in Myanmar will be a fiction. Ac-
countability of the military remains cru-
cial to any solution going forward — the
people overwhelmingly demand this,”
Bachelet said.

Prak Sokhonn, Cambodian Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation who has been assigned as
special envoy for ASEAN Chair said at

Please see /13
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Theary Seng’s Legal Counsel, Jared Genser
Banned from Entering Cambodia Forever
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She added that Jared will continue to
advocate on her behalf in Washington
D.C.

Her next “court” hearing is Tues-
day, February 15, 2022. She has now
hired a domestic Khmer lawyer. “The
timing is right,” she said, “and we work
well together.” “The charges are base-
less in fact and in law, so there’s not
much deep legal reasoning to think
through. The strategy is more political
than legal as this is a political matter,”
Theary said.
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é\‘i‘mf? Sarsrrngl ¢ i nurse and case manager
. ﬁmﬁfmrfﬁrmﬁﬁ@?fmim@ﬂﬁmUﬁugm'* e ongoing monitoring of needs
o AHIIHHIGHRITARDETEIS e 24-hour access to services
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To register, please contact:

Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
Office: 144 Merrimack St., Suite 404. Lowell, MA 01852
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CMAA Received “Living the
Dream Partner Award” in Honoring
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Day
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YR AES UMM YWIUHNSIU
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By Khmer Post USA | January
27,2022 English

Monday, January 17th, 2022 —
Lowell’s Middlesex Community
College partnered with the Living

CMAA'’s Meet Your Candidate Event 10/30/2022. Supplied Photo.

JUBATH UM SH G HATW TN

nigi¢fidod

the Dream Partners and hosted a Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s virtual
event that honored four distinguished
community members and organiza-

tions. The Living the Dream Partner
Awards recipients were including
community members Dolores “Loli”
Sierra and Newell Flather as Indi-
viduals, the “Community Block Par-
ty’s Meet your Candidates” as the
Event held by the Cambodian Mu-
tual Assistance Association
(CMAA), and The Center for Hope
and Healing, Inc. as an Organiza-
tion.

“For over 20 years, the Living
the Dream Partners have hosted an
event to honor the life and teachings
of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
As part of the celebration, the Part-
ners honor community members of
Greater Lowell who on both a per-
sonal and professional level have
dedicated themselves to supporting
the community in ways inspired by
Dr. King’s beliefs,” MCC wrote on a
release statement.

“On behalf of the Civic Team at
CMAA, we are honored to receive

this award,” said Tara Hong,
Please see /15
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Lowell Middle School Police

LOWELL —Friday, Jan. 21, the
Middle School Police Academy began
at Sullivan Middle School and Butler
Middle School, with more than 50
students signed up for the eight week-
ly sessions that are held on Friday af-

Students 11ne up at the pollce academy held at the Stoklosa Middle
School last year. Photo Supplied by Lowell Police Department
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ternoons after school. Lowell Police
Department School Resource Officer
Mindy Dower and School Resource
Officer Jose Santiago each lead an

academy, getting to know students,
forming relationships, and sharing les-
sons on gang, drug and alcohol aware-
ness. There are also presentations that
include police K-9s, and even a visit
from fellow first responders from the
Lowell Fire Department.

“The activities and lessons at our
Middle School Police Academy are
designed to help students develop self-
esteem, self-confidence, leadership
skills, and the ability to work as part
of a team, all while also building stu-
dents’ knowledge and forming relation-
ships,” said Deputy Superintendent
Barry Golner. “I want to thank the
Lowell Public Schools for being such
a great partner in this endeavor, and all
of'the officers and community members
who have supported this effort.”

The collaborative effort, launched
last year, provides students in Grades
5-8 at Lowell Public Schools an op-
portunity to learn about first aid and
CPR, recognizing and preventing bul-
lying, Internet Safety, responsibility,

Please see /15
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Michelle Bachelet, President Of Chile,
Addresses the Seventy-First Session of
the General Assembly. 21 September
2016. ©UN Photo/Cia Pak

MYANMAR ONE YEAR AFTER THE COUP

From Page 06

the UN Security Council meeting on
January 28, “my PM’s visit to Nay Pyi
Taw was an ice-breaking mission. It was
aimed to build trust, confidence, and un-
derstanding and it can certainly act as a
stepping stone for further progress. He

envoy, Hun Sen was not allowed to meet
with Aung San Suu Kyi who received
four years sentence to prison for violat-
ing covid-19 restriction rules. At the end
of the meeting, according to a Cambo-
dian state media journalist, An Khoun

Hun Sen met with Myanmar Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing on Jan 7, 2021

went there to plant a tree, a tree for
peace and reconciliation.”

Despite the Cambodian govern-
ment’s claim that its intention was peace
and reconciliation in Myanmar; howev-
er, much like previous ASEAN special

p.L
Now Accepting New Patients
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280 Union Street, Unit 402 ¢ Lynn, MA 01901 * (781) 780-7755
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1

Sam Aun, who accompanied the pre-
mier during his visit in Myanmar said
Ming Aung Hlaing asked Cambodia
Prime Minister Hun Sen to be his “god-
brother.”
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
AND COMMENT OPPORTUNITY:
Draft Amendment to the NMMPO’s
FFY 2022-2026 Transportation
Improvement Program

The Northern Middlesex Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization (NMMPO)
has released for public comment draft
amendment 1 to the FFY 2022-2026
Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP).The proposed TIP amendment
involves funding increases for reha-
bilitation of the Beaver Brook Road
bridge over the Beaver Brook in West-
ford as well as funding source changes
for the purchase of LRTA bus lifts. A
summary of the draft amendment can
be found at www.nmcog.org.

Two upcoming public meetings are
scheduled. One, a virtual public meet-
ing to receive comments on the draft
amendment, will be held on February
8, 2022 at 5:30 PM. The meeting link
can be found on the NMCOG web-
site. You may also submit comments
by phone at (978) 454-8021, ext. 121,
or by email: jhoward@nmcog.org. If
preferred, comments may be mailed
to: NMCOG, 40 Church St. Suite 200,
Lowell, MA 01852. A second virtual
meeting is scheduled for February 23,
2022 at 2:00 PM, when the NMMPO
will reconvene to consider endorse-
ment of the amendment and other is-
sues pertaining to the NMMPO.

Notice: NMMPO meetings are cur-
rently being held virtually via the
Zoom platform. Information about
accessing the meeting will be posted
at www.nmcog.org. You can also get
information on meeting access by
calling 978-454-8021, ext. 121 or by
emailing jhoward@nmcog.org. The
NMMPO provides reasonable accom-
modations and/or language assistance
free of charge upon request (includ-
ing but not limited to interpreters in
American Sign Language and lan-
guages other than English, open or
closed captioning for videos, assistive
listening devices and alternate material
formats), as available. For assistance,
please contact Justin Howard at (978)
454-8021, ext. 121 or at jhoward@
nmcog.org. Requests should be made
as soon as possible for services requir-
ing advanced arrangements, includ-
ing sign language, CART or language
translation or interpretation.
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CMAA Received “Living the Dream Partner Award”
in Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Day

From Page 11

CMAA’s Civic Engagement Coordi-
nator. “The work of serving our
community will ever end, but we are
here to continue to serve as the re-
source to the City of Lowell, not just
from the civic team but also from
other departments at CMAA. The
Civic Team at CMAA is committed
to serving the community for these
upcoming years of elections as well.
Thank you so much — we are hon-

ored to receive this award, and let us
continue to do great work as one
community.”

On October 23, 2021, CMAA
held a Meet Your Candidates event
which gathered over 100 community
members to with 19 city council and
school committee candidates to
highlight the importance of voting
and having representation in govern-
ment.
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Lowell Middle School Police
Academy Expands for After School

From Page 12
leadership, and more, all within an

overall framework that promotes health
and wellness

“Those of us at the Lowell Police
Department want to be a part of our
community and a resource to residents
young and old, but we can’t do that by
just sitting back, enforcing the law, and
seeking out interactions with our youth
only when trouble arises,” said Super-

to enable Lowell Police to expand on
a three-week Student Police Academy
that has been run during the summer
in Lowell for 22 years. Superintendent
Richardson and Lowell Public Schools
officials at the Student Police Academy
graduation had a conversation about
how such opportunities could be pro-
vided throughout the school year,
leading to the partnership expanding
to include the eight-week after school

Students recite the Pledge of Allegiance at a Middle School Police Academy at the Robinson
Middle School last year. (Photo Courtesy Lowell Police Department)

intendent Richardson. “We believe that
the earlier we are able to form healthy
and respectful relationships with young
people, the more young Lowell residents
will build a comfort level with police
officers, an understanding of what we
do, and an awareness of the issues that
face our youth in today’s environment.”

The expanded partnership between
police and the school department began
last summer, when Lowell Public
Schools provided tutors and teachers

academies.

“The Student Police Academy
program provides an excellent learning
and character-building opportunity for
our students that also serves to build
lasting relationships between them and
our local police officers,” said Super-
intendent Boyd. “We are fortunate to
have such a strong partnership with the
Lowell Police Department. The lessons
learned in this program will help make
our young people better leaders and
members of the community.”
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