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IWNRUM IHUS tUds Shnu President Biden to Meet Cambodian

PM Hun Sen at US-ASEAN Summit

From Front Page

intends to invite ASEAN leaders to
Washington for a special summit meeting
in the coming months. He highlighted
Cambodia as the 2022 ASEAN Chair,
“the United States hopes to grow our
relationship with ASEAN and continue
to pursue our common goals in the re-
gion.”

Min Aung Hlaing delivers a speech at the IX Moscow in Russia in June 2021 (EPA)
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The letter didn’t mention when the
meeting will take place but the President
wrote that he looks forward to welcom-
ing Prime Minister Hun Sen to Washing-
ton at the earliest opportunity.

An Open Letter to President Biden
by civil society organizations, a collabo-
ration between Cambodia and Myanmar
Solidarity Working Group, is urging the
president and his administration to take
actions to promote democracy and human
rights in the upcoming the US-ASEAN
special summit. The letter was sponsored
by 49 organizations and has collected
949 signatures at the time of this report
on actionnetwork.org.

The joint letter called on the United
States to not recognize the 2022 commune
and 2023 parliamentary Cambodian elec-
tions, because there is “no chance of
fitting the definition of free and fair
elections” the statement said.

In the 2013 national election, Cam-
bodia National Rescue Party (CNRP)
received 55 of 123 parliament seats, and
in the 2017 commune election, CNRP
received 5,007 of 11,572 council seats.
However, this opposition party was dis-
solved by Hun Sen’s government after
party president Kem Sokha was arrested,
preventing the it from participating in
the 2018 national election. Since then,
the former CNRP President Sam Rainsy,
Deputy Vice President Mu Sochua and
many senior party leaders have lived in

exile and are unable to return to Cambo-
dia.

The joint letter requested that the
opposition party CNRP have “the op-
portunity to present their vision towards
democracy, human rights, and rule of
law by holding a parallel summit in
Washington, D.C. at the same time as
the US-ASEAN summit.”

In parallel, the Myanmar crisis has
been an issue of discussion among nations
in the last several months as armed con-
flicts continue to grow, humanitarian
workers are still unable to deliver aids,
and nearly half a million people are
displaced. The military junta coup in Feb
1, 2021 ousted the Democratic League
Party of Aung San Suu Skyi, which won
a landslide victory in the 2020 election.

The joint letter asked that President
Biden invite the National Unity Govern-
ment (NUG) to the upcoming US-
ASEAN summit, “because it’s the only
legitimate representative of the Myanmar
people,” and reject the military junta’s
plan for an election in 2023. The Na-
tional Unity Government of Myanmar
was formed after the attempted coup and
is comprised of a diverse group including
elected parliament from the 2020 election,
national assembly and union assembly,
union ministers for the central govern-
ment, civil disobedience movement, gen
z, spring revolution, civil society and
ethnic arms organizations. Under the
federal democracy charter, the National
Unity Government was formed in April
2021 as result of a meeting with all fac-
tions. According to NUG Foreign Min-
ister Bo Hla Tint who serves as the
Ambassador to ASEAN, “the National
Unity Government is the most inclusive
forum in the history of Burma, our goal
is after we defeat the military, we will
establish a genuine democratic union for
Myanmar, guarantee ethnic equality,
freedom, and justice for everyone.”

It is unclear if their requests will be
met. Ambassador Tint said NUG also
made the same request last year but the
White House was silent. “We understand
it’s a difficult diplomatic situation; how-
ever, we asked that the democratic loving
nations to do more than just release a
statement of support, but take concrete
actions because it’s a matter of regional

stability, not just in Myanmar.”
Please see /09
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Cambodian Government Pays Over $2
Millions to Lobby Firms in D.C

By Soben Ung

Washington D.C. — A filing with
the justice department in Washington
D.C. on January 21, 2022 showed that
the Cambodian government has hired an
American law firm to lobby US govern-
ment officials and policymakers for a
price tag of $60,000 a month to a total of
$720,000 from January 1, 2022 —to Jan-
uary 1, 2023. According to the filing ob-
tained by Khmer Post USA, the agree-

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman meets with Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Sen in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, June 1, 2021. Photo by U.S.
Embassy Phnom Penh
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ment was signed between the Cambodian
Embassy and the Akin Gump Strauss
Hauer & Feld LLP which indicated that
the firm will conduct political activities
on behalf of the Cambodian government

“conduct outreach to U.S.

including
government officials to build better un-
derstanding and highlight areas of com-

mon interest to build new relationships
that will help to move the bilateral rela-
tionship between Cambodia and the
U.S. forward.” Additionally, Qorvis
LLC, another lobby firm, is also on the
Cambodian government payroll for
$69,300 a month to provide strategic

communication on behalf of the govern-
ment with US media, regarding so called
“travel and tourism” in Cambodia since
September.

The hiring of lobby firms came af-
ter the US imposed an arms embargo
and export restrictions on Cambodia in
December over serious concerns about
China’s military presence and the con-
struction of a Chinese naval base in
Ream Port (Gulf of Thailand), and over
human rights and corruption. The 1991
Paris Peace Agreement stated that no
foreign military force is allowed inside
Cambodia. Hence, this would be an act
of violation of Cambodia sovereignty
which threatens regional security.

Economically,
heavily on the United States for its ex-
port. According the 2020 United Na-
tions COMTRADE database, the US
imported $5.33 billions of goods or 30%
of its total export, the second largest ex-
port was to Singapore for $2.63 billions
or 15%, third is China for $1.09 billion,
or 6.2%.

Cambodia relies

In 2017, the United States Presi-
dent signed the Global Magnitsky Hu-
man Rights Accountability Act into law
which allowed the US government to
place economic sanctions toward indi-
viduals or companies outside of the
United States that committed serious
human rights abuses and corruptions,
and undermine democracy. The law also
helps protect the financial system of the
United States from abuse by these same
persons.

The US government have applied
the Global Magnitsky Act on two Cam-
bodian officials Try Pheap and Kun
Kim, the companies they owned and
their family networks, totaling 15 com-
panies which include oil, construction,
import and export, travel, rubber planta-
tion, private security force, which have
committed serious human right abuses
and corruptions. Recently, two Cambo-
dian military officials Chao Phirun, Di-
rector General of the Ministry of Na-
Defense and Tea Vinh,
Commander of the Navy also have been

tional

sanctioned. Both were involved in seri-
ous corruptions.

Cambodia has become a one-party
state in 2018 after illegally dissolving
the opposition party CNRP in 2017,

Please see /15
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Arlene Rodriguez, MCC’s Interim Provost and Vice
President of Academic and Student Affairs; Phil Sisson,
MCC’s President; Vibol Sungkriem, Director and Producer;

Documentary Highlights Work of Khmer
Traditional Ceramic Artist & MCC Professor

From Front Page

The documentary tells the story of
Yary Livan, one of two master Cambo-
dian ceramicists in the world, a 2015
National Endowment for the Arts Na-
tional Heritage Fellow, and a ceramics
professor at Middlesex Community
College.

Vannak Then

Yary Livan, master Cambodian ceramicist. Photo Supplied.
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Sungkriem was introduced to Livan
at his studio at Western Avenue Studios
by a friend who suggested making the
documentary. At first, Sungkriem hesi-
tated because he did not know much

about ceramics. After seeing Livan’s
work, he was inspired to move forward
with the project.

“I knew of the importance of his
work and to document it for the next
generation,” Sungkrlem said. “Due to

um

Cambodlan Mutual Assistance Associa-
tion Board President with Yary Livan at the Documentary
Film Screening. Photo Supplied.

the rareness and uniqueness of his talent,
I decided to work on it. Overall, his rar-
ity got the best of me.”

MCC hosted a film screening of the

Please see /06
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Documentary Highlights Work of Khmer
Traditional Ceramic Artist & MCC Professor

ﬁSuﬂjﬁﬂﬂﬂti:]SnijnUS SthH From Page 04

documentary on Thursday, February 10,

Cambodian Refugee Monument in front of Lowell City Hall. Photo taken
during Folk Festival in 2019. Photo from Yary Livan’s Facebook.

Livan’s Ceramic Workshop with Lowell Public School Teacher in 2019.
Photo from Yary Livan’s Facebook.
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2022 at the college’s Richard and Nancy
Donahue Family Academic Arts Center.
The event was free, open to the public,
and included a reception and ceramics
exhibit and a Q&A with Livan and the
filmmaker.

Vannak Theng, Cambodian Mutual
Assistance Association Board President,
who attended the film screening said,

“Lok-kru Yary has been such an asset to
us Cambodians not only in Lowell, but
all over the United States and the world.
His work is quite unique and speaks for
itself.”

“The film was well-received and
showed what a true and unique artist he
is. He is a master at his crafts. It also
showed how much he persevered and
was true to his love and passion for
Cambodian art. He is a true inspiration
to the Khmer community and all other
people who fortunate enough to have met
and worked with him,” said Theng.

Middlesex was honored to have held
the event in Lowell where Livan lives
and works, according to Dona Cady,
MCC’s Professor of Humanities.“Yary
is a national and community treasure
whose passion for teaching and preserv-
ing the Cambodian artistic form yet also
reimagining it, illustrates the power of
art and culture to inspire and educate,”
Cady said. “His work touches the soul.”

Livan’s distinguished piece of artwork
stands in front of Lowell’s city hall as
the first Cambodian Refugee Monument
in America, which was commissioned
for Livan to build and erected in Sep-
tember 2017.

“I am so pleased to see Yary and his
work highlighted in this documentary
film,” said Matthew Olson, MCC’s Dean
of Humanities. “It is important to under-
stand that Yary is one of the last surviv-
ing practitioners of this traditional
Cambodian art form. We are proud to
have him on our teaching staff, continu-
ing this tradition with new generations
and all across our community.”

Livan studied Khmer traditional
ceramics and architectural ornamentation
at the Royal University of Fine Arts in
Phnom Penh in 1971, according to Mar-
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You can count on us.

Checking and Savings Accounts

v" Personal Loans

iﬂﬂﬁ—ﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁiﬁhmﬁ
/ anfansh Susnnfs)
/ AHGmAEINgS
v/ gmASiEs

Member

=

Enterprise Bank

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

EnterpriseBanking.com | 877-671-2265



KHMERPOST USA ISSUE 334, FEBRUARY 14-25, 2022 Page.7

vestigators are hoping the public can help

Dracut Police Department Seeks Public Assistance ity the two men shown in surveil-
with Identifying Suspects in Theft, Forgery

DRACUT — Chief Peter Bartlett ported that a business check he had mailed The investigation remains active and
reports that the Dracut Police Department  out to a vendor was stolen, forged, and Detectives obtained a search warrant ©ngoing. Additional details of the theft

is asking for the public's assistance with ~ cashed. Dracut detectives began investi-  to access surveillance footage from the —are not being released.
Anyone with information on the case

lance footage.

identifying two men who forged a gating immediately. ATM where the check was cashed. In-

= . e )
= . INE N =IF“=,-
Dracut Police are asking the public to help investigators identify these two ..-i. [ T

suspects in the theft of over $12,000 from a local business. (Photo Courtesy Dra-
cut Police Department)

or anyone who believes
they recognize the suspects
in surveillance footage
is asked to call the Dra-
cut Police Department at
978-957-2123. Callers
can remain anonymous.
it

fraudulently obtained check and stole
over $12,000 from a local business. Suspects who obtained the check
falsified the name of the payee, changed
Dracut Police were contacted in the amount, and cashed the check at a
October by a business owner who re- local ATM.
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Lowell Primary Care Center

INARGUNNS § aN1g, M.D. A% ME §0 , C.N.P.
Sokharith Mey, M.D. Chhan Touch, C.N.P.
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b - 3 b

Y
Now Accepting New Patients
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Family Medicine & Behavioral Health
HIRTHIEN
1075 Westford Street, Unit 204 ¢« Lowell, MA 01851 ¢ (978) 455-7992
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President Biden to Meet Cambodian
PM Hun Sen at US-ASEAN Summit

From Page 02

At this time, Prime Minister Hun
Sen has corresponded with President
Biden saying he looks forward to come
to Washington D.C. As Chairman of the
ASEAN in 2022, Hun Sen visited Myan-
mar last month despite strong objections
from ASEAN member states. His policy

activists are in prison, and dozens more
are summoned to court for treason and
incitements.

Sam Rainsy, former CNRP President
said, “Hun Sen found it convenient to
convict me, so I resigned to avoid the
CNRP from dissolving, yet it got dis-

$E¢[greaod(olisoe
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

sational 1 mity Gan

mend of Mivanmar

AR [Eia
KhmerPost U5A

NUG Foreign Minister Bo Hla Tint who serves as Ambassador to ASEAN

for Myanmar of a national ceasefire and
open dialogue has failed, tens of thousands
of people are arbitrary detained for op-
posing the regime since the coup, thou-
sands of civilians have died, and the
armed conflicts have only intensified.
Finding a solution to the Myanmar
crisis is expected to be the predominant
subject of discussion at the US-ASEAN
special summit. Under Cambodia Chair-
manship, Hun Sen, an authoritarian
leader of Cambodia for the past 37 years,
also faces criticism for his lack of cred-
ibility to help Myanmar since there is no
freedom in Cambodia. Similar to Myan-
mar, Hun Sen ousted his opposition
through his court. Hundreds of the CNRP

solved anyway, even before Kem Sokha
had a trial.” Kem Sokha became CNRP
president after the resignation of Sam
Rainsy but was arrested in September
2017, he was under house arrest for a
period of time, then was allowed to have
limited movement but forbidden from
participating in any political activities
since 2019. He went on trial last month,
behind closed doors without independent
observers, and left without a verdict. Hun
Sen has control over the judiciary, leg-
islative, and the military and has turned
Cambodia into a one-party rule since
2018.

MS{FUHENIG{UASH UM
§fujmd fhrunm Samsipmw

I thmMIgpUER N WU
IywaInig W09 /v

IHBOIRIMNBIS (25625 HLAIN 1SN
KK Insurance Agency, Inc.

i8wg « RIS o SIRTRY
Car » Home ¢ Business s

508 Westford Street
Lowell, MA 01851
978-970-2212

kk@kkinsurancema.com
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Home Care Agenc

Group Adults Foster Care Program
EOIBSBEBIPERIDISTIISESDS POSELIDPDIHD [HaSIIDASTSIAEST
BIFEFIBISIBIOIS 1 A5 B5IRePIDFBFRVFHTBTIBIPHOIPBY 1

At no Cost to you

inrhit g\ afamneg s Nig i i SN A AThoEsAniN g AshF Imsii N EhwREy{ATA
tgfnin el i N 181 (Nurse), Case Manager 81 Home Health Aide
YEITRNBAIAMEAGENT 88AE Bhmsmumingiglugnntiias 1 GiftnnEhATE Lowell,
Lynn, Revere, Boston Ehﬁﬁﬁlfﬁm

ffjfgfij’ffg’n _ e live in subsidized or public housing
muy OB gingrieg! e age 22 years and older

s i e eligible for Masshealth Standard

BRs Iﬂﬂﬁgﬂ’ WHS : . )
I’P s .f e : ‘ 'y Benefits you will get:
o FAUTOFIGNVISHIY FVUGIIHSGS S ERINUTHY o
4. % ¥ * 2 = ok e personal care service in your home,

Fggmryiﬁrrﬁﬁmﬁ}rgi’@mﬁ?g T
. ﬁgmrﬁmr@ﬁ@ﬁﬁm&f’ﬁﬁ e Medication Managemant
. fﬁsmffﬁfﬁmgfﬂgﬁmgrggym Fnurrgfanm e an individual care plan developed by a registered
é\‘i‘mf? Sarsrrngl ¢ i nurse and case manager
. ﬁmﬁfmrfﬁrmﬁﬁ@?fmim@ﬂﬁmUﬁugm'* e ongoing monitoring of needs
o AHIIHHIGHRITARDETEIS e 24-hour access to services

(S BN LS BRIHROBH
To register, please contact:

Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
Office: 144 Merrimack St., Suite 404. Lowell, MA 01852
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AAPI Arts & Culture Pandemic Recovery
Grants Available from Mass Cultural Council
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By Carmen Plazas

Boston — Mass Cultural Council is
pleased to announce pandemic assis-

Culture
empowers

tance is now available for eligible cul-
tural organizations through the FY22
Asian American & Pacific Islanders
(AAPI) Arts & Culture COVID-19 Re-
covery Program.

This one-year program, a legisla-
tive mandate established and funded
through an earmark in the FY22 state
budget, is intended to uplift and provide
financial assistance to AAPI arts and
cultural organizations that have been
economically impacted by the pandem-
ic.

Mass Cultural Council acknowl-
edges the leadership of the Massachu-
setts House Asian Caucus, who spon-
sored and secured this funding during
the FY22 budget debate, and provided
valuable assistance as the program
guidelines were developed. Through
their efforts and with this program, Mass
Cultural Council continues to prioritize
and invest in diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion efforts in the cultural sector, as out-
lined in the Agency’s Racial Equity
Plan.

The House Asian Caucus is a bipar-
tisan legislative caucus dedicated to
bringing greater awareness to issues
facing the AAPI community in Massa-

chusetts and increasing participation
and representation within our state gov-
ernment. Members include Caucus
Chair Rep. Donald H. Wong (R- Sau-

VC Culiurad
Council
gus), Rep. Tackey Chan (D- Quincy),
Rep. Paul A. Schmid, III (D- Westport),
Rep. Rady Mom (D- Lowell), Rep.
Tram T. Nguyen (D- Andover), Rep.
Maria D. Robinson (D- Framingham),
Rep. Vanna Howard (D- Lowell), and
Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven (D- Somer-
ville).

The goal of the FY22 AAPI Arts &
Culture COVID-19 Recovery Program,
as directed by the Legislature, is to pro-
vide pandemic assistance to entities that
focus on one or more Asian ethnicity
and conduct cultural events, cultural
education, or cultural performances,
with these funds being prioritized to en-
tities who have been adversely affected
by COVID-19 pandemic.

Mass Cultural Council expects to
award up to $970,000 in grant funds to-
wards this purpose in FY22. The num-
ber of grants and the size of awards will
be determined as part of the application
review.

The application deadline is March
23, 2022. Translation Services Avail-
able. For more information, visit https://
massculturalcouncil.org/organizations/
aapi-arts-culture-covid-19-recovery-
program/

Community Team Work

Monthly Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, 2/23/22, 6:30pm
PUBLIC WELCOME
To participate virtually, contact:
headquarters@commteam.org
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From Page 06

garet Rack, retired MCC Chair of Art
and Design and current adjunct faculty
member.

“Cambodian design, or Khmer Kbach,
is a thousand-year-old tradition of orna-
mentation — it decorates objects and ar-
chitectural surfaces throughout Cambo-
dia and in the diaspora,” Rack said. “It
is passed on as an oral tradition, with
scant written scholarship except for the
collection of examples. Even in Cambo-
dia today, students trying to learn Kback
mostly copy forms without knowing the
many intricacies of meaning, nor how to
distinguish designs that are distinctly

Highlights Work

raditional Ceramic

Khmer compared to neighboring countries.
This is largely the legacy of the Cambo-
dian genocide, as there are few surviving
master artists.”

Rack is at the forefront of sharing
Livan and his work with the community
of Lowell. In partnership with Livan and
Lowell Public School Art Teacher Jacqui
Miller, Rack participated in a 2016 Ful-
bright Hayes Group Project to Cambodia
and has helped organize the classes Livan
teaches to Lowell public school teachers.

Her most recent project — supported
by a grant from the Lowell Cultural
Council — is in collaboration with Joe

Eiler, MCC’s Graphic Design Program
Coordinator, to introduce classic Cam-
bodian designs into an adult coloring
book.

The project will feature descriptive
definitions to “both educate and enchant”
to go along with Livan’s hand drawn ink
illustrations Eiler helped format to print,
according to Rack. Miller will help with
distribution, which will also be offered
to local schools and community groups,
and sold in Spring 2022.

Middlesex students have the op-
portunity to learn ceramics from Livan,
working on hands-on projects and prac-
ticing techniques. At the end of the course,
Livan brings his classes to the Cambo-
dian Kiln located in the Lowell Na-
tional Historic Park to finish their artwork.

Cambodian Government Pays Over $2

From Page 03

ousted 55 elected member of parlia-
ments and 5,007 commune councilors.
Since then, Cambodia’s relationship
with the United States has been rocky as
the regime continued its crackdown on
rights defenders, activists, journalist,
and political opposition. The United
States congress has repeatedly raised
concerns over the human rights abuses
and the deteriorating democracy in
Cambodia by passing the “Cambodia
Democracy Act of 2019 and Cambodia
Trade Act of 2019” in attempt to put
pressure on the Cambodian government

Millions to Lobby Firms in D.C

to respect human rights and allow free
and fair election.

Deputy Secretary Wendy Sherman
met with the premier in June and urged
the Cambodian government to follow its
commitments toward international and
domestic human rights, and to reopen
civic and political space in advance of
the 2022 commune and 2023 national
elections. However, the opposition par-
ty CNRP president Kem Sokha is still
prohibited from participating in political
activities since his arrest prior to the na-
tional election in 2018. Over 100 CNRP

members, rights defenders, and activists
were arbitrarily detained.  Former
CNRP President Sam Rainsy is still in
exile and many CNRP elected parlia-
ment members are still not allowed to
return to Cambodia.

The Cambodia government hired
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck and
PacRim Bridges for $1.2 million to lob-
by the US government and congress af-
ter it organized an election without the
opposition party that was widely criti-
cized as a “fake” election in 2018. Since
then, Hun Sen took complete control of
the government branches and made it a
one-party state, clearing the way for his
son to be the next Prime Minister with-
out opposition.
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NEHSJC at Boston Globe, Photo Supplied.

Francisco J. Rosa, Esq.
THET (U4 AT 165.J00)

SERVICES

Bankruptcy

Immigration
Consumer Protection
Real Estate Closings/Disputes

Divorces Child Custody

Law Office of
12 Rosa & Taing i1z

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Andrew ‘Bunna’Taing, Esq.
iG] tHa [@unm mi

AOMIRG oS

Auto Accidents/ Personal Injury e

1550 Middlesex Street Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-458-0934 | at@rosataing.com

Summer Journalism Workshop for
New England High School Students

By Khmer Post USA

The New England High School
Journalism Collaborative is seeking for
high school students who interested

Wy

journalism to apply for the 2020 workshop
which will begin on June 25 — July, 2022.
The program will be hosted at Regis

b
-

College in Weston, MA, and students
will have hands on experience working
at a newsroom at Simmons University
in Boston. All expenses are paid for
students interested in journalism. A pro-
gram that established by Carole C. Remick
more than 35 years ago.

Students will learn to report, write,
and edit for a newspaper, and produce
multimedia projects for a website. They
will be assigned stories, do interviews,
and will be exposed to working on a
deadline to create their own newspaper.

NEHSJC with former Boston Mayor Marty Walsh, Photo Supplied.

The New England Newspaper and
Press Association will be assisting with
the application process. Application
guidelines are including high school
students from the New England states
(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT) and are
recommended by a teacher are eligible.
Application can be emailed to students@
nenpa.com or hard-copies can be mailed
to:

NEHSJC

c/o New England Newspaper and
Press Association

1 Arrow Drive, Suite 6

Woburn MA 01801

Students from the disadvantage
background are encourage to apply. The
deadline is April 1, 2022.

The requirement is below and also
can also be found at, http://nehsjc.org/
summer-program-application/.

Applicants are required a letter of

recommendation from the sponsoring
teacher, a transcription, an easy of 500
words, and a headshot. The applicants
must select either on why you should be
selected to participate in this program
OR how writing has helped you explore
and understand a problem in your life.
The application can be download and fill
out here.

If you have any questions or need
special accommodations please email
Leah Lamson, NEHSJC managing direc-
tor, at lamsonleah@gmail.com.



