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Cambodia: Covid-19 Used to
Justify Crackdown on Union

By Khmer Post usa
The Human Rights
Watch called on the
. Cambodian authorities
should immediately

stop abusing public health measures to
repress workers’ right to strike and
other basic rights in a statement released
on February 15, 2022 from Bangkok.

Phil Robertson Deputy
Du'ector Asia D1v1s1on

Since the Labor Rights Supported
Union of Khmer Employees of NagaWorld
(LRSU) went on strike in December 2021
to call for the reinstatement of workers
laid off earlier in the year, Cambodian
authorities have arbitrarily arrested,
detained, and prosecuted union activists.
Most recently, the authorities have sought
to justify these criminal charges as Co-
vid-19-related measures. On February 5,
2022, the police arrested six union mem-
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's Fierce Resistance
1m International Icon

Zelens
Makes

WASHINGTON —

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has become a major figure on
the world stage in the days since Russian
forces invaded his country, declaring his
intention to remain in Kyiv, even as tens
of thousands of Russian troops converge

on the capital city.

His notable answer to a U.S. offer
to evacuate him and his family after the
invasion began — "The fight is here; I
need ammunition, not a ride" — has be-

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy poses after an interview with Re-
uters in Kyiv, Ukraine, March 1, 2022.
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Auto, Truck and Motorcycle Accidents /.7 s il
Immigration = Tax * Bankruptcy
Slip & Fall = Dog Bite
Tax Resolution & Defense

Thank you far your continued confidence
In our office to handle your fegal and tax matters.
We look forward fo serving you well into the future.
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Cambodia: Covid-19 Used to
Justify Crackdown on Union

From Front Page

bers at Phnom Penh’s NagaWorld casino
as they left a Covid-19 testing site and
baselessly charged three of them with
obstructing the government’s Covid-19
efforts.

“The Cambodian authorities are
stooping to new lows by bringing
criminal charges in the guise of public
health measures to end a strike,” said
Phil Robertson, deputy Asia director at
Human Rights Watch. “The government’s
persecution of union activists appears
aimed at blunting the growing unity and
strength of Cambodia’s union movement
and their support for the NagaWorld
strikers.”

On February 4, Cambodia’s Health
Ministry ordered several hundred work-
ers engaged in a strike action outside the
NagaWorld casino to take a Covid-19
test, after one striking union member
(who had last participated in the strike
on January 15) tested positive. The au-
thorities said that anyone who tested
negative would have to self-isolate for
seven days, and that if they tested posi-
tive, they would be sent to a Covid-19
treatment center. Between February 5
and 6, over 400 protesting workers ap-
peared as ordered at the designated test-
ing site on Phnom Penh’s Diamond Island
(Koh Pich). Since the strike began,
protesters have protected themselves and
others by wearing masks and maintaining
social distancing.

The six arrested on February 5 were
Seng Vannarith, Choub Channath, Sao
Sambath, Ouk Sophorn, Touch Danet,
and Em Kunthea. The police released
Sophorn, Danet, and Kunthea later that
night, but held Vannarith, Channath, and
Sambath at the Phnom Penh police head-
quarters. On February 9, the Phnom Penh
court charged the latter three with “ob-
struction of Covid-19 measures” (article
11 of Cambodia’s Covid-19 law), which
carries a penalty of up to five years in
prison. The court ordered their pretrial
detention at Phnom Penh’s Police Judi-
ciaire prison facility, which in November
2020 was at about 170 percent capacity.

On February 5, the authorities issued
summonses for four other workers for
questioning about alleged obstruction of
Covid-19 measures. The four had fol-
lowed government orders by getting
tested for Covid-19 and self-isolating
after testing negative. One of the four

told VOD News that she was “shocked”
to receive a summons because she said
she “didn’t incite people to block testing.”
Another feared that she would be found
in violation of Covid-19 measures if she

left self-isolation to appear in court.

“Throwing workers into overcrowd-
ed jails that are hotbeds for Covid-19 as
they await criminal trial shows that the
government’s concern is not about pub-
lic health but about ending one of Cam-
bodia’s longest industrial actions in years,”
Robertson said.

On December 18, LRSU began the
strike in accordance with international
labor law, calling for the reinstatement
of 365 employees previously dismissed
as part of the mass layoff of 1,329 work-
ers by Phnom Penh’s NagaWorld casino
in April 2021. Among those dismissed
were union leaders. The authorities called
the strike “illegal” on the basis of a court
order issued on December 16 that vio-
lated the right to strike protected under
international law. The authorities ordered
protesters to resume work, contending
that if they did not, NagaWorld would
be permitted to terminate them. The
government has failed in achieving a fair
resolution in the labor disputes between
NagaWorld and the union.

Since December 31, the authorities
have arrested dozens of LRSU members
who participated in the strike, and already
jailed eight, including the union president,
Chhim Sithar, on “incitement” charges.

They are held at Phnom Penh’s Correc-
tional Centers 1 and 2.

The Cambodian government ad-
opted the Law on Measures to Prevent

the Spread of Covid-19 and other Serious,
Dangerous and Contagious Diseases in
March 2020. Human Rights Watch has
repeatedly highlighted the threat the law
poses to human rights in Cambodia be-

cause the authorities can easily abuse its
overly broad and vague provisions. The
law also fails to provide any independent
oversight and procedural safeguards, and
provides disproportionate fines and pen-
alties of up to 20 years in prison for al-
leged violations of Covid-19 related
measures.

The United Nations special rappor-
teur on Cambodia reported that, between
March and October 2021, the police
arrested over 700 people based on allega-
tions of having violated Covid-19 mea-

sures. Some of the alleged violations of
the Covid-19 law involved people mak-
ing critical commentary on social media
about the government’s handling of the
pandemic.

Cambodia is bound by Convention
No. 87 of the International Labor Orga-
nization (ILO) and the UN International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
which protects the right to strike. The
ILO tripartite Committee
on Freedom of Association
held that prohibitions of
strikes during a national
emergency, such as the
Covid-19 public health
crisis, should be limited in
time, strictly necessary,
and proportionate. The
committee also stated that
the “responsibility for
suspending a strike on the
grounds of public health
should not lie with the
government, but with an
independent body which
has the confidence of all
parties concerned.”

The LRSU protesters’
precautionary health mea-
sures made the denial of
the strike and the subsequent
arrests unnecessary, exces-
sive, and disproportionate, violating their
internationally protected right to strike,
Human Rights Watch said.

“Using public health measures to
repress workers undermines the public’s
faith in the government’s actions against
Covid-19,” Robertson said. “UN agencies
in Cambodia, the ILO, and foreign em-
bassies should press the government to
immediately and unconditionally release
the detained union activists and stop
abusing health measures for political
ends.”
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Zelens
Makes

From Front Page

come an emblem of the Ukrainian people's
fierce resistance to invading Russian
troops.

Zelenskyy's video addresses, deliv-
ered from the streets of Ukraine's threat-
ened capital, and his calls on the Euro-

pean Union and other international
bodies to support his nation's resistance

FILE - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy walks under a camouflage

's Fierce Resistance
im International Icon

own father and three brothers to the
Nazis, and he served in the Red Army
during the war.

Zelenskyy received a law degree
from what is now Kryvyi Rih National
University, but rather than pursue a legal
career, he began working in comedy and

net in a trench as he visits the war-hit Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, Dec. 6,
2021. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Office via AP)

to the Russian invasion, have put his face
on screens all over the world. But until
recently the former actor and comedian
was not well-known outside his native
country.

Zelenskyy, 44, took office in spring
2019, with 73.2% of the vote, defeating
former President Petro Poroshenko. His
election was a case of life imitating art,
as Zelenskyy, prior to the election, had
been best known for playing a high school
history teacher who gets elected president
of Ukraine in a hit television show called
"Servant of the People."

The premise of the show was that
Zelenskyy's character rockets to popular-
ity after a viral video captures him rant-
ing against rampant corruption in Ukraine.
In 2018, a new political party in Ukraine,
named after Zelenskyy's television show,
nominated the TV star for president on
an anti-corruption platform similar to
that of his fictional presidential character.

Native of eastern Ukraine

Zelenskyy was born in Kryvyi Rih,
a city in a Russian-speaking region of
south-central Ukraine which was, at the
time, a part of the Soviet Union. Zelen-
skyy, who is Jewish, has said that his
extended family suffered severely during
the Holocaust. His grandfather lost his

was one of the founders of Kvartal 95,
which became a successful television
production company.

Among Zelenskyy's more unusual
accomplishments was his victory, in 2000,
in the Ukrainian version of the television
program "Dancing with the Stars," in
which he was partnered with a profes-
sional dancer.

Between 2009 and 2018, Zelenskyy
had starring roles in a number of films,
primarily romantic comedies.

Zelenskyy married screenwriter
Olena Kiyashko in 2003. They have a
17-year-old daughter and an 8-year-old
son. All three are believed to be in Kyiv
with Zelenskyy.

Took office during conflict

When Zelenskyy took office in 2019,
his country was already five years into
a low-level conflict with separatist mili-
tias in Luhansk and Donetsk, two prov-
inces that make up a region commonly
known as the Donbas. The militias, with
support from Russia, controlled portions
of both provinces and frequently traded
fire with Ukrainian troops. In addition,
Russia remained in disputed possession
of Crimea, which it seized in 2014 and

claims to have "annexed" as part of Rus-
sia.

For many Americans, their first in-
troduction to Zelenskyy came in 2019,
when he was caught up in the events that
led to the first impeachment of former
President Donald Trump.

Because of the ongoing conflict in
Ukraine, U.S. lawmakers had approved
$400 million in military aid for fiscal
year 2019. Throughout the spring and
summer of that year, the Trump admin-
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President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy shows himself speaking to a camera in

Zelenskyy's performance in the days
since Russia invaded his country has
made him extremely popular internation-
ally and, to the degree it can currently
be measured, within Ukraine. Even op-
position party politicians who regularly
criticized him prior to the invasion have
lavished praise on his efforts to rally the
country.

However, in the years following his

initial election, Zelenskyy's popularity
among Ukrainians had faded consider-

Ukraine after a Russian attack, and vowing to stay and fight on, Feb. 26, 2022, in
this screen grab taken from a video made available on his Facebook account.

istration refused to disburse the aid,
without providing a clear reason why.

Trump impeachment

In a July 2019 conversation with
Zelenskyy, which did not become public
until months later, Trump replied to the
Ukrainian president's request to be al-
lowed to purchase more anti-tank weap-
ons with the phrase, "I would like you
to do us a favor, though." He proceeded
to ask Zelenskyy to launch an investiga-
tion into the business dealings of the
Biden family.

At the time, Joe Biden was seen as
a challenger to Trump in the 2020 U.S.
presidential contest. Biden's son, Hunter,
had served on the board of a Ukrainian
natural gas company.

The call was the basis for Trump's
impeachment in the House of Represen-
tatives, with Democratic lawmakers
charging that he had withheld aid from
Ukraine to pressure Zelenskyy to damage
his chief political rival.

Zelenskyy said that he had not felt
pressured, and made it clear that he did
not want to become part of a political
disagreement in the U.S.

Low popularity

ably. In a country where corruption re-
mained a major problem, he was seen as
having done too little to keep his prom-
ises about bringing integrity to the coun-
try's politics.

In January, public opinion polling
showed Zelenskyy with the support of
only about 30% of the Ukrainian popula-
tion.

Discounted warnings of invasion

Zelenskyy has also faced criticism
for his apparent unwillingness to believe
U.S. intelligence reports that Russian
President Vladimir Putin was determined
to invade Ukraine.

In the weeks leading up to the inva-
sion, Zelenskyy worked hard to build
support among other leaders in Europe
and around the world, hoping to pressure
Putin to pull back troops. However, he
frequently met U.S. warnings of an im-
minent invasion with public expressions
of disbelief and even ridicule.

Critics have said that his frequent
insistence that Putin was bluffing and
would not actually enter Ukraine may
have left his citizens less prepared for
the invasion than they might have been
if he had taken U.S. warnings seriously.

By VOA
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