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Massachusetts Bill to Promote Free
and Fair Election in Cambodia

attended a Cambodian American community
meeting in Lowell on March 3 to speak
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State Seator Ed Kennedy speaks at Olympic Restauraﬁt 3/3/2022

By Soben Ung R
Khmer Post USA 2nd coffee meeting with the | &
community was held on March 19, 2022 at Lala Books |-' .1

Khmer Post USA Coffee Club at Lala Books

By US Department of Justice

Two complaints were unsealed, and one
amended complaint was authorized today
in federal court charging five defendants
with various crimes related to efforts by
the secret police of the People’s Republic
of China (PRC) to stalk, harass and spy on
Chinese nationals residing in Queens, New

dedicated to Cambodian American authors & literacy
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Five Individuals Charged with Stalking,
Harassing and Spying on U.S. Residents
on Behalf of the PRC Secret Police

York, and elsewhere in the United States.

Fan “Frank” Liu and Matthew Ziburis
were arrested yesterday in the Eastern Dis-
trict of New York, while Shujun Wang was
arrested this morning in the Eastern District
of New York. Their initial appearances are
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(55336 RS SNERSRS LAW OFFICE OF LOUIS S. HASKELL

Excellent Service Since 1987

Auto, Truck and Motorecycle Accidents /.
Immigration = Tax * Bankruptcy
Slip & Fall = Dog Bite
Tax Resolution & Defense

Thank you far your continued confidence
In our office to handle your fegal and tax matters.
We look forward fo serving you well into the future.

16 Pine Street » Lowell, MA » 978-459-8359 » www.attorneyhaskell.com
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Five Individuals Charged with Stalking,
Harassing and Spying on U.S. Residents on
Behalf of the PRC Secret Police

From Front Page

scheduled this afternoon in Brooklyn before
U.S. Magistrate Judge James R. Cho. The
other two defendants remain at large.

According to court documents, all the
defendants allegedly perpetrated transnational
repression schemes to target U.S. residents
whose political views and actions are dis-
favored by the PRC government, such as
advocating for democracy in the PRC. In
one of these schemes, the co-conspirators
sought to interfere with federal elections
by allegedly orchestrating a campaign to
undermine the U.S. congressional candi-
dacy of a U.S. military veteran who was
a leader of the 1989 pro-democracy dem-
onstrations in Beijing, PRC. In another of
these schemes, three defendants planned
to destroy the artwork of a PRC national
residing in Los Angeles that was critical of
the PRC government, and planted surveil-
lance equipment in the artist’s workplace
and car to spy on him from the PRC.

“Transnational repression harms people
in the United States and around the world
and threatens the rule of law itself,” said
Assistant Attorney General Matthew G.
Olsen of the Justice Department’s National
Security Division. “This activity is anti-
thetical to fundamental American values,
and we will not tolerate it when it violates
U.S. law. The Department of Justice will
defend the rights of Americans and those
who come to live, work, and study in the
United States. We will not allow any for-
eign government to impede their freedom
of speech, to deny them the protection of
our laws or to threaten their safety or the
safety of their families.”

“The complaints unsealed today reveal
the outrageous and dangerous lengths to
which the PRC government’s secret police
and these defendants have gone to attack
the rule of law and freedom in New York
City and elsewhere in the United States,”
stated U.S. Attorney Breon Peace for the
Eastern District of New York. “As alleged,
all three cases involve campaigns to silence,
harass, discredit and spy on U.S. residents for
simply exercising their freedom of speech.
The United States will not tolerate blatantly
illegal actions that target U.S. residents,
on U.S. soil, and undermine our treasured
American values and rights.”

“As alleged, all of the defendants
charged today at the direction of the PRC
secret police, engaged in a series of ac-
tions designed to silence the free speech
of Chinese dissidents in the United States,”
said Assistant Director-in-Charge Michael
J. Driscoll of the FBI’s New York Field
Office. “Transnational repression schemes
pose an increasing threat against U.S.
residents who choose to speak out against
the People’s Republic of China and other

regimes. The FBI is committed to protecting
the free speech of all U.S. residents, and
we simply will not tolerate the attempts of
foreign governments to violate our laws
and restrict our freedom.”

“The Ministry of State Security is more
than an intelligence collection agency. It
executes the Chinese government’s efforts
to limit free speech, attack dissidents, and
preserve the power of the Communist Party,”
said Assistant Director Alan E. Kohler Jr.
of the FBI’s Counterintelligence Division.
“When it exports those actions overseas,
it violates the fundamental sovereignty of
the United States and becomes a national
security threat. These indictments should
serve as a stark warning to the MSS and
all foreign intelligence agencies that their
efforts at repression will not be tolerated
within our borders.”

United States v. Qiming Lin

Qiming Lin, 59, of the PRC, is charged

with conspiracy to commit interstate harass-
ment, as well as conspiracy and attempt to
use of a means of identification in connection
with the interstate harassment conspiracy.

As alleged, Lin works on behalf
of the PRC’s Ministry of State Security
(MSS). The MSS is a civilian intelligence
and secret police agency responsible for
counterintelligence and political security.

Beginning in September 2021, Lin

* Victim - Xiong Yan

hired a private investigator (the PI) in
New York to disrupt the campaign of a
Brooklyn resident currently running for
U.S. Congress (the Victim), including
by physically attacking the Victim. The
Victim was a student leader of the pro-
democracy demonstrations in Tiananmen
Square in 1989, who later escaped to the
United States, served in the U.S. military,
and became a naturalized U.S. citizen. In
September 2021, the Victim (then living in
Long Island) announced his intention to run
fora U.S. congressional seat on Long Island
in the November 2022 general election.

In hiring the PI, Lin explained that if
the Victim was selected during the June
2022 primary election, then he might be
“elected to be a legislator. Right now we
don’t want him to be elected.” Lin em-
phasized that, “Whatever price is fine. As
long as you can do it.” He also promised
that “we will have a lot more-more of
this [work] in the future...Including right
now [a] New York State legislator.” Lin
explained to the PI that Lin was working
with other unidentified individuals in the
PRC to stop the Victim from being elected
to U.S. Congress.

As alleged, Lin first asked the PI to
provide information about the Victim,
including the Victim’s address and phone
number, which the PI later provided. Lin
also requested that the PI unearth derogatory
information about the Victim or, if no such
information could be found, “manufacture
something, like what happened to [a famous
concert pianist (the Pianist)]?” That request
referred to an incident in Beijing in which
the Pianist was reportedly detained after
allegedly being found in the company of
a prostitute. Lin later reiterated that, if the
PI could not uncover a scandal, then “can
they create some?” Lin also encouraged
the PI to “go find a girl... Or see how he
goes for prostitution, take some photos,
something of that nature.”

In December 2021, Lin proposed that
the PI also consider physically attacking
the Victim to prevent his candidacy. In a
voice message to the PI, Lin stated:

You can start thinking now, aside from
violence, what other plans are there? Huh?
But in the end, violence would be fine too.
Huh? Beat him [chuckles], beat him until
he cannot run for election. Heh, that’s the-
the last resort. You-you think about it. Car
accident, [he] will be completely wrecked
[chuckles], right? Don’t know, eh, whatever
ways from all different angles. Or, on the
day of the election, he cannot make it there
himself, right?

If convicted, Lin faces a statutory
maximum penalty of 10 years in prison.
Lin remains at large.

Assistant U.S. Attorneys Alexander
A. Solomon and David K. Kessler for the
Eastern District of New York are prosecut-
ing the case, with assistance from Trial

Attorney Scott A. Claffee of the National
Security Division’s Counterintelligence
and Export Control Section.

United States v. Shujun Wang

Shujun Wang, 73, of Queens, New
York, is charged with acting as an agent
of the PRC government, criminal use of
means of identification and making materi-
ally false statements in connection with his
participation in a transnational repression
scheme orchestrated by the MSS.

As alleged, Wang is a former visit-
ing scholar and author who helped start
a pro-democracy organization in Queens
that memorializes two former leaders of the
Chinese Communist Party who promoted
political and economic reforms within
the PRC and were eventually forced from
power. Since at least 2015, however, Wang
has secretly operated at the direction and
control of several MSS officers.

At the direction of the MSS, Wang
used his position and status within Chinese
diaspora community in New York City to
collect information about prominent activists,
dissidents, and human rights leaders to report
that information to the PRC government.
While ostensibly lending a sympathetic
ear, Wang reported on statements activists
made in confidence to him, including on
their views on democracy in the PRC, as
well as planned speeches, writings, and
demonstrations against the Chinese Com-
munist Party. The victims of Wang’s efforts
included individuals and groups located
in New York City and elsewhere that the
PRC considers subversive, such as Hong
Kong pro-democracy activists, advocates
for Taiwanese independence, and Uyghur
and Tibetan activists, both in the United
States and abroad. Wang sent email “diaries”
to the MSS that contained details of his
conversations with prominent dissidents,
the activities of pro-democracy activists, as
well as relevant phone numbers and other
contact information for the targets of the
PRC government.

For example, in a series of commu-
nications on Nov. 22, 2016, Wang’s MSS
handler instructed him to meet with a par-
ticular attendee at a pro-democracy event
in Queens and to “accomplish the task”
assigned by the “Boss.” The MSS handler
emphasized that the attendee had contacts
with “Tibetans, Uyghurs and Mongolians.”
Similarly, on Nov. 16, 2016, Wang informed
another MSS handler that he “just finished
chatting” with a prominent human rights
activist and had asked the “necessary ques-
tions” and received “candid” answers. The
MSS officer responded “great” and with
a thumbs-up emoji, instructing Wang to
record that information in a “diary.”

In April 2020, one victim about whom
Wang reported — the Hong Kong democracy
activist identified in the complaint as Hong
Kong Dissident #1 — was arrested in Hong

Please see /15
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about a bill which he filed to condemn
political oppression and encourage free
and fair election in Cambodia, bill S. 2406
was also co-sponsored by Representative
Vanna Howard.

Lowell elected officials who were present
included Councilman-at-large Vesna Nuon
and Councilman-at-large John Drinkwater,

Vesna NUON

Lowell City Councilor

hearing on January 7, 2022 by the Commit-
tee of Veterans and Federal Affairs, which
many Cambodians registered to testify, and
was favorably recommended out from the
committee.

Senator Edward Kennedy said he spoke
with Senate President and is confident the
bill would pass in the Senate. However, “I

Vesna Nuon, Lowell Councilman-at-Large, is one of the few Cambodian American elected officials who is outspoken about the
deteriorating democracy in Cambodia. Screenshot from KhmerPostUSA Youtube Channel.
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5th district councilor Kim Scott, and 2nd
district councilor Corey Robinson. Lynn
Councilman-at-large Hong Net was also
present and supports the bill.

Several state legislators have signed

1WA U3 1I00%

on, including Vice Chair Peter Capano,
Committee of Veterans and Federal Af-
fairs, Rep Daniel Cahill from 10th Essex,
Senators James Eldridge Middlesex and
Worcester district, and Senator Brendan
Crighton of Third Essex. The bill had a

would like you to do some lobbying the
House of Representative, you can call them,
even if they’re not your state representa-
tives.” The Bill he filed twice, the first time
was late in the session, there wasn’t enough
time to get through the legislative process.

“I think it’s important for people to
weight in for the free and fair election in
Cambodia, particularly, the city of Lowell
has the highest Cambodian population in
all of Massachusetts, other legislators still
can sign on to co-sponsor the bill,” Senator
Kennedy said.

Hong Net said he is proud that state
legislators in his district of Lynn, another
large Cambodian community in the Com-
monwealth, has supported the bill. On the
other hand, Dominik Lay, a Lowell School
Committee member said, “I’m deeply dis-
appointed that not all Lowell’s delegations
have signed on to support the bill.”

Khmer Post USA has reached out to
Representative Rady Mom of 18th Middle-
sex District —Lowell, asking whether he
supports the bill, there is no reply.

In 1991 the Paris Peace Agreement

Please see /13
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Lowell Police Youth Services Program Offering
Youth Boxing Club to City Residents Ages 10 to 18

By Khmer Post USA

LOWELL — Superintendent Raymond
Kelly Richardson would like to share that
the Lowell Police Department is offering
a free Youth Boxing Club for any city
resident ages 10 to 18.

The Lowell Police Youth Boxing
Club offers an opportunity to learn about
boxing from volunteer coaches and men-
tors, including legendary Lowell boxing
trainer Jackie O’Neill, while also enjoying
an activity that improves physical fitness,
confidence, and coordination.

Lowell Police employees who staff
the program on a volunteer basis include
Officer Dominic Lessieur, who is a former
Golden Gloves champion, former Golden
Gloves champion and retired City of Lowell
employee Keith Rudy, retired Lowell Police
Officer Billy Callahan, Officers Emmanuel
Antonetty, Jonathan Rivera, Alec Golner,

Legendary Lowell boxing trainer Jackie O’Neill, at right, trains with a mem-
ber of the Lowell Police Youth Boxing Club as other club members train in the
background. (Photo Courtesy Lowell Police Department)
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Christal Downs and Emaly Bouasri as well
as Sgt. Mike Marshall.

The club meets on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 3:15 to 4:15 p.m., and
from 4:15 to 5:15 p.m. For now the club
meets at the Doughboy Wrestling Club,
171 Lincoln St., but the City of Lowell has
issued a Request for Proposals as organizers
search for a more permanent home.

Organizers are seeking to lease 3,000
to 6,000 square feet of commercial space
in Lowell to give the club a home where a
full-sized boxing ring can be set up.

“I want to thank all of the Lowell
Police Department personnel who volunteer

their time to this effort, as well as all of the
community partners who have supported our
efforts to offer healthy and fun opportuni-
ties like the Youth Boxing Club to Lowell
youth,” said Superintendent Richardson.
“Boxing is a great way to channel energy,
learn self-defense, and to get exercise while
building relationships between youth and

police officers.”

The club is one of several initiatives
organized by the Lowell Police Youth
Services Program, which seeks to create
opportunities for all city youth to participate
in free after-school activities, athletics, and
other ventures that emphasize health and
wellness, while also experiencing positive
interactions with police officers.

Lilian Lebron, whose son Liam
Lebron is part of the club, said the boxing
program helps her son expend his high
amounts of energy. It also has provided a
significant physical benefit, because her
son is in physical therapy for a condition
effecting his feet.

“My favorite thing is the exercising,”
Liam said.

“It’s a wonderful program. It’s great
for the kids to get all the physical activity,
but it also goes beyond the physical part,
because the police officers act as coaches
and mentors and encourage the kids to work
hard, exercise, and to build confidence,”
said parent Clarivel Dragas. “Plus the pro-
gram is free. I think it’s great opportunity
for police to build relationships and to be
wonderful members of the community.”

Dragas’ daughter, Lucia Dragas, is
a member of the Lowell Police Citizens
Advisory Committee who hopes to one
day become a police officer. Lucia said
she joined the club to learn self-defense,
to get exercise, and to build relationships
with the Lowell Police Officers who serve
as mentors.

“It’s also just a really fun setting,”
Lucia said. “Just about every time I come
here there’s something funny that happens.
It’s very enjoyable.”

Another club member, Israel Armstead,
said he likes that the club gives young
people an opportunity to be active and stay
out of trouble.

“I like that it gives you a good workout

Please see /06
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Lowell Police Youth Services Program Offering
Youth Boxing Club to City Residents Ages 10 to 18

From Page 05

r and it keeps you busy,” Israel said. “I like
all the moving around and the jumping.”

“We are excited to offer these oppor-
tunities for Lowell youth to stay in shape,
build confidence, and to form positive,
trusting relationships with police officers,”
said Deputy Superintendent Barry Golner.
“The Lowell Police Department invites all
youth in the city to check out the programs
we have on offer.”

For more information on joining the
Youth Boxing Club, email: LPDYouthSer-
vices@lowellma.gov.

Community Team Work

Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, 3/30/22, 6:30pm
PUBLIC WELCOME
To participate virtually, contact:

headquarters@commteam.org
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Khmer Post USA Coffee Club at Lala Books

From Front Page

arts. Honored guests who attended include
Lynn City Council-at-large Hong Net who
recently released a memoir called “Given
a Chance,” Lowell City Councilor at-large
Vesna Nuon, and Cambodian Parliament
member living in exile Mu Sochua.

Ten people attended. Everyone was
excited and engaged. Laura of Lala Books
was very warm and welcomed our group
to her bookstore and said she is working
on carrying more Cambodian American
books. The group discussed the impor-
tance of parents being good role models
for children in cultivating the love for
reading, the lack of Cambodian American
published authors and children books, and
community volunteerism.

Councilor Vesna Nuon was asked
to speak about the recent Lowell Mobile
Library project, “part of the Community
Preservation tax fund will go toward this
project because books, many consider it a
thing of a past.”

Nuon said, “we want to engage people
with reading, but there is only one library
in the entire city, certain neighborhoods
don’t have access by transportation to get
to the library, so with the Mobile Library
program, we will bring books to kids and
families in different neighborhoods to
check-out and it’s free.”

Hong Net presented his book “Given
a Chance” which he wrote during the pan-
demic. It’s about his life, having survived
the Khmer Rouge, then life in America,
later he returned back to Cambodia to work
for the United Nations and found himself
living through the coup d’etat in 1998, then
later he entered American politics. Net is
the second Cambodian American descent
elected as city councilor in the U.S, serving
Lynn since 2012. He turned to a page in his
book and read a quote from Buddha “No
one can save us but ourselves, no one can
and no one may, we ourselves must walk
the path.” The book, he said, “it says a lot
about we have to be strong, we have to
speak up, we have to represent ourselves
and our community in ways we can.”

Next, Joan Chun of Lowell based
Cambodian American Literary Arts As-
sociation, joined via zoom from Colorado,
said “CALAA s mission is to encourage
story telling through writing, poetry, arts,
and foods. By doing so, we hope it also
promotes community healing.” The Stilt
House Zin issue #3, produced by CALAA
was donated to our group. We quickly
dived into the little book. It is a collection
of short poems, community essays about
their experience with food and culture,

and expressive photo arts that explores the
Cambodian American’s identity.

Going around the table, everyone
took their turn to speak. Remembering

their journey to America, everyone had a
story to tell. After the reign of the Khmer
Rouge terror, hundreds of thousands Cam-

Rumiminiaigitmanigmisin
iglimisias]sinl Lala Books
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bodian refugees came to the United States
in 1980s, having lost everything and left
with little or nothing on their back. Until
today, some are still trying to escape the
political persecution for opposing the
government. One of the attendees, Seng
Bunrong said, he and 10 others just came
to the US one month ago, under political
asylum. Things that he brought with him
was a laptop, an iPhone, and two suitcases
Please see /14
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Home Care Agenc

Group Adults Foster Care Program
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At no Cost to you

inrhit g\ afamneg s Nig i i SN A AThoEsAniN g AshF Imsii N EhwREy{ATA
tgfnin el i N 181 (Nurse), Case Manager 81 Home Health Aide
YEITRNBAIAMEAGENT 88AE Bhmsmumingiglugnntiias 1 GiftnnEhATE Lowell,
Lynn, Revere, Boston Ehﬁﬁﬁlfﬁm

ffjfgfij’ffg’n _ e live in subsidized or public housing
muy OB gingrieg! e age 22 years and older

s i e eligible for Masshealth Standard

BRs Iﬂﬂﬁgﬂ’ WHS : . )
I’P s .f e : ‘ 'y Benefits you will get:
o FAUTOFIGNVISHIY FVUGIIHSGS S ERINUTHY o
4. % ¥ * 2 = ok e personal care service in your home,

Fggmryiﬁrrﬁﬁmﬁ}rgi’@mﬁ?g T
. ﬁgmrﬁmr@ﬁ@ﬁﬁm&f’ﬁﬁ e Medication Managemant
. fﬁsmffﬁfﬁmgfﬂgﬁmgrggym Fnurrgfanm e an individual care plan developed by a registered
é\‘i‘mf? Sarsrrngl ¢ i nurse and case manager
. ﬁmﬁfmrfﬁrmﬁﬁ@?fmim@ﬂﬁmUﬁugm'* e ongoing monitoring of needs
o AHIIHHIGHRITARDETEIS e 24-hour access to services
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To register, please contact:

Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
Office: 144 Merrimack St., Suite 404. Lowell, MA 01852
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MEETING

The next meeting of the Northern
Middlesex Metropolitan Planning
Organization (NMMPO) will be held
on March 23, 2022 at 2:00 PM. At
this meeting, the NMMPO will review
potential programming scenarios for
projects in the FFY 2023-2027 Trans-
portation Improvement Program (TIP),
currently under development. In addi-
tion, the MPO will hear presentations
on the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
and 2021 Regional Traffic Volume
report. The full agenda can be found

at www.nmcog.org.

Notice: NMMPO meetings are
currently being held virtually via the
Zoom platform. Information about
accessing the meeting will be posted
at www.nmcog.org. You can also get
information on meeting access by
calling 978-454-8021, ext. 121 or
by emailing jhoward@nmcog.org.
The NMMPO provides reasonable
accommodations and/or language
assistance free of charge upon request
(including but not limited to interpret-
ers in American Sign Language and
languages other than English, open or
closed captioning for videos, assistive
listening devices and alternate material
formats), as available. For assistance,
please contact Justin Howard at (978)
454-8021, ext. 121 or at jhoward@
nmcog.org. Requests should be made
as soon as possible for services requir-
ing advanced arrangements, including
sign language, CART or language

translation or interpretation.
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Massachusetts B.ill to Promote Free
and Fair Election in Cambodia

From Page 03

ended over 10 years of Vietnamese occupa-
tion of Cambodia and established free and
fair election. However, the ruling party, a
member of the Khmer Rouge continues to
control the country for more than 30 years.

Councilor Vesna Nuon who played
a vital role with Congresswoman Lori
Trahan in helping to draft the “Cambodia
Democracy Act” and introducing the mo-
tion in the city council to support that bill,
which passed unanimous in 2018, said,
“We’re elected to serve everyone in City
of Lowell, but our American values isn’t
just in Lowell, American values is broader,
wherever you are.”

He cited a recent President Biden’s
State of the Union Address about Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, ‘America stands to
bullies. We stand for freedom. That’s who

party CNRP 2017 when it came to close
winning. The CNRP elected 45% of par-
liament members in 2013 election and
close to 50% of the commune councilors
in 2017, causing many of their parliament
members to live in exile, unable to return
to Cambodia to serve.

Susie In-Chhuon, an activist said
“America is the founding father of de-
mocracy, and human rights, that’s what
we need to continue to embrace, not just
in our city but nationwide and worldwide.
This bill would help us deeply, I ask you
and I urge you to help us.”

The United States Congress passed
the Cambodia Democracy Act of 2021 and
Cambodia Trade Act of 2019 in attempt to
put pressure the Cambodia government
to open civic and political space through
economic sanctions. The bill has been in-

Cambodian American community meeting 3/3/2622 Olympic Restaurant, Lowell, MA
troduced in the Senate by U.S. Ed Markey
and it is currently in the Foreign Affairs

we are.” “And that’s who we all should be”
Nuon added.

“I am involved in it because I am a
victim of the Khmer Rouge like most of
my Cambodian fellows here, I came here
because of democracy, human rights, and
freedom.”

“You have a State Senator, he feels our
pains, so he stands up to support. This is
what we are elected to do. In city council
alike, we want them to feel the pain of the
people,” said Nuon.

The event was well attended by over
40 people including members of Latino
community and concerned citizens. Notably
absent from the meeting were Cambodian
Americans, City of Lowell Mayor Sokhary
Chau and district 7 Councilor Paul Ratha
Yem.

Hun Sen, a Cambodian authoritarian
ruler since 1985, managed to keep tight
lease on his opposition for a long time
until he finally dissolved the opposition

Committee. The Cambodian government
has hired a political lobby firm in Wash-
ington for $60,000 a month to lobby U.S
lawmakers, in what is called “strengthen
the bilateral relationship.”

Cambodia depends heavily on the U.S.
for economic trade while its government
goes to Beijing for political friendship.
The United States government has raised
serious concern over this and have placed
an arms embargo on General Hun Manet’s
military in December and sanctioned a
number of Cambodian top officials for
corruptions and human rights abuses.
Many Cambodian diaspora have organized
demonstrations to reject Chinese military
presence in Cambodia.

“85% of them (Cambodian descent)
living in Lowell still feel this pain today,
that’s why we need all the help we can get
to get this bill passed. Send them a message,
Nuon said. “we want free and fair election,

everywhere,” said Nuon.
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with warm clothes. Well, that was quite a
different story than 40 years ago. “There
was no iPhone or tablet back then, what
did people bring with them?” Madam Mu
Sochua asked.

Dr. Bob Ung recalled how he came
to the US at age 11, with a little suitcase
with a couple pair of clothes and a 6th
grade school ID. Unfortunately, after 40
years he said only thing that remain is
His 6th grade ID card. “It might not seem
a lot,” Madam Mu Sochua said, “but we
have to lay down our roots...and it’s here
in Lowell, although there are Cambodians
living in many other places.” Lowell has
the second largest Cambodian community
in the United States after Long Beach,
California.

Sambath Bo, one of the attendees said
she was born in Texas and then came to
Lowell as a small child, “it is interesting to
collect those elements that they came with
and learn the story about them,” as she is
now the mother of 3, and trying to teach
her children about her roots.

The group decided that a special proj-
ect should be done to help tell our story.
To do so, a call for action was done at the
end of the meeting. An announcement was
recorded in a video which said as result of

as following:

1) The project name is: “I Came to
Lowell...” in which we will collect personal
objects and tell the story of individual
refugees, when they first arrived in Lowell
and have an exhibit at the Southeast Asian
Water Festival this summer.

2) The group also picked out an ex-
isting project to support, a Mobile Library

project that is expected to roll out at the
end of April.

3) Khmer Post USA’s sponsored
Monthly Coffee club will take place in
other cities where the Cambodian people

the meeting, the group will take 3 actions live.
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Five Individuals Charged with Stalking,

Harassing and Spying

on U.S. Residents on

Behalf of the PRC Secret Police

From Page 02

Kong and jailed on political charges. In
addition, in April 2019, Wang flew from
the PRC to Queens carrying a handwritten
document with the names and non-public
contact information for dozens of other
well-known PRC dissidents, including
other Hong Kong democracy activists who
were subsequently arrested by the PRC in
2019 and 2020.

The complaint also alleges that, during
an interview in Queens on Aug. 2, 2017,
Wang lied to federal law enforcement,
falsely denying that he had contacts with
PRC officials or the MSS when in fact he
had been secretly reporting on U.S. residents
to the MSS. Wang later admitted much
of his criminal conduct to an undercover
member of law enforcement and during a
subsequent interview with agents.

Wang was arrested this morning in
the Eastern District of New York and is
scheduled to make his initial appearance
this afternoon before U.S. Magistrate
Judge James R. Cho. If convicted, Wang
faces a statutory maximum penalty of 20
years in prison.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Artie McCon-
nell for the Eastern District of New York
is prosecuting the case, with assistance
from Trial Attorney Scott A. Claffee of the
National Security Division’s Counterintel-
ligence and Export Control Section.

United States v. Fan “Frank”
Li MattheWZibuns, and Qiang
“Jaso > Sun

Fan “Frank” Liu, 62, of Long Island,
New York, and Matthew Ziburis, 49, of
Oyster Bay New York, are charged with
conspiring to act as agents of the PRC
government. Liu, Ziburis and co-defendant
Quiang “Jason” Sun, 40, of the PRC, are
charged with conspiring to commit interstate
harassment and criminal use of a means
of identification. Liu and Sun are charged
with conspiring to bribe a federal official

Frank Liu

in connection with their scheme to obtain
the tax returns of a pro-democracy activist
residing in the United States.

According to the complaint, Liu is
president of a purported media company
based in New York City, while Ziburis is
a former correctional officer for the State
of Florida and a bodyguard. Sun is a
PRC-based employee of an international
technology company.

Mathew Zuburis
According to the complaint, Liu and
Ziburis have been operating under Sun’s
direction and control to discredit pro-
democracy PRC dissidents residing in the

United States — including in New York
City, California and Indiana — by spying
on them and disseminating negative infor-
mation about them. For example, at Sun’s
direction, Liu paid a private investigator
in Queens to bribe an IRS employee to
obtain the federal tax returns of one of the
dissidents. The private investigator was
cooperating with law enforcement, and
no Internal Revenue Service employee
received a bribe payment. The defendants
planned to publicly disclose the dissident’s
potential tax liabilities to discredit him. The
co-conspirators also made plans to destroy
the artwork of a dissident artist whose work
is critical of the PRC government, and the
artist’s sculpture depicting PRC President
Xi Jinping as a coronavirus molecule was
demolished in the Spring 2021. Sun has
paid both Liu and Ziburis for these efforts
to stalk, harass and surveil dissidents resid-

ing in the Um(%lélgngtJason Sun

As part of their efforts, the defendants
electronically allegedly spied on the pro-
democracy activists. For example, posing
as an art dealer interested in purchasing
the artwork of the dissident artist, Ziburis
secretly installed surveillance cameras and
GPS devices at a dissident’s workplace and
in his car. While in the PRC, Sun watched
the live video feed and location data from
these devices. The defendants made similar
plans to install surveillance equipment at
the residences and on the vehicles of two
other dissidents. Liu and Ziburis planned
to gain access to one such residence by
posing as a member of an international
sports committee.

The defendants also planned to inter-
view the dissidents in mock media sessions,
using the cover of Liu’s purported media
organizations. Sun provided outlines for
these fake interviews and designed ques-
tions to elicit answers that were intended
to humiliate or discredit the dissidents. The
defendants intended that audio or video
clips of these statements could be used in
PRC propaganda materials targeting the
dissidents.

Liu and Ziburis were arrested yesterday
in the Eastern District of New York and
are scheduled to make their initial appear-
ances this afternoon in Brooklyn before
U.S. Magistrate Judge James R. Cho. Sun
remains at large.

If convicted, Liu and Ziburis face a
maximum statutory penalty of five years in
prison for conspiring to commit interstate
harassment, and up to 15 years in prison
for criminal use of a means of identifica-
tion. Liu and Sun face up to five years
each for conspiring to bribe a federal of-
ficial. A federal district court judge will
determine any sentence after considering
the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines and other
statutory factors.

Assistant U.S. Attorneys Alexander A.
Solomon and Emily J. Dean for the Eastern
District of New York are prosecuting the
case, with assistance from Assistant U.S.
Attorney Brian D. Morris of the Office’s
Asset Forfeiture Section and Trial Attorney
Scott A. Claffee of the National Security
Division’s Counterintelligence and Export
Control Section.

The FBI is investigating these cases.

If you are in the United States, includ-
ing a U.S. territory, your freedom of speech
is protected, regardless of your citizenship.
To report threats or intimidation by a for-
eign government, contact the FBI online
at tips.fbi.gov or call 1-800-CALL-FBI
(1-800-225-5324). For more information
on transnational repression investigations,
visit Transnational Repression | FBIL.

An indictment is merely an allegation,
and all defendants are presumed innocent
until proven guilty beyond a reasonable
doubt in a court of law.
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Convictions of Cambodian opposition
leaders draw criticism from rights groups

A Cambodian court has convicted
19 political opposition leaders of trying
to overthrow the government, following
a case that one human rights group has
described as a "bogus."

The Phnom Penh Municipal Court on
Thursday found the members of the now-
dissolved Cambodian National Rescue Party
(CNRP), and one member's relative, guilty
of incitement, attempting to incite military
personnel to disobey and conspiracy, the AP
reports. Seven defendants, including former
CNRP leader Sam Rainsy, currently living
abroad were tried in absentia. All face five
to 10 years in prison.

The convictions received swift con-
demnation from Human Rights Watch, one
of the many advocacy groups that have
long criticized Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Sen's treatment of political opponents.

ASIA
As Khmer Rouge tribunal winds down,
Cambodian experts see 'small measure of

justice'

"PM Hun Sen and the ruling party are

and to hack out any remaining roots of the
opposition party in the country by impris-

Local security personnel try to grab a banner from supporters of the Cambo-
dia National Rescue Party in front of the Phnom Penh Municipal Court on Thurs-
day in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

using these bogus trials to shut the door on
any possible return of exiled CNRP leaders,
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oning those politicians and activists who
dare remain in Cambodia," Phil Robertson,
deputy Asia director of HRW, told NPR.

"This is all about making sure the
CNRP networks are thoroughly crushed
before the commune elections scheduled
in June so there can be no possible political
challenges," he said.

The prosecution accused the defen-
dants of conspiring to topple the current
government run by Prime Minister Hun
Sen on a list of occasions, including using
the pandemic to undermine the current
regime's credibility by disseminating
untrue and inflammatory information.

"This is a sick trick. [They] use
rights of freedom of expression but this
freedom of expression was hidden behind
a trick," deputy prosecutor Seng Heang
said during the trial, according to VOD
English.

The group was also accused have
having a "secret network" and blamed for
the partial suspension of the European
Union's "Everything But Arms" trade
agreement with Cambodia, which was
revoked in 2020 over human and labor
rights concerns.

"The justice system has again been
used as a blunt political tool in an at-
tempt to quash opposition to Hun Sen's
dictatorship. Opposing dictators is a duty,

not a crime," Sam Rainsy, the exiled
CNRP leader who's lived in France since
2005, tweeted in reaction to Thursday's
convictions.

His unsuccessful attempt to return
to Cambodia in 2019 was also cited
by the prosecutor as an example of the
opposition trying to rally the people to
overthrow the government. Rainsy blames
Prime Minister Hun Sen of blocking him
from the country and has since vowed to
attempt another homecoming.

This latest trial is just the first of
several expected mass trials, following the
Cambodian government's 2020 prosecu-
tion of hundreds of political dissidents
and activists.

'Fear Is Something Constant,' Says
Daughter Of Jailed Cambodian Opposi-
tion Leader

PARALLELS

'Fear Is Something Constant,' Says
Daughter Of Jailed Cambodian Opposi-
tion Leader

Hun Sen, a former Khmer Rouge
commander, has been in office for more
than three decades. Over the years, hu-
man rights groups have accused Hun
Sen of cracking down, with increasing
pressure, on dissidents, the media and
rights organizations that he accuses of
trying to topple his government.

In 2017, Cambodia saw the most
severe government repression in nearly
20 years, Joshua Kurlantzick, senior fel-
low for Southeast Asia at the Council on
Foreign Relations, told NPR. That year,
one of Cambodia's largest English daily
newspapers was shuttered for suppos-
edly owing back taxes, main opposition
leader Kem Sokah was detained and his
opposition CNRP party dissolved. Experts
say this was likely all in response to the
growing popularity of the opposition
movement.

In national elections the following
year, Hun Sen's ruling Cambodian People's
Party (CPP) won all 125 parliamentary
seats. The next election parliamentary
elections are slated for 2023.

"Cambodia's politicized courts have
facilitated Prime Minister Hun Sen's effort
to destroy the last remnants of democratic
freedoms and civil and political rights in
the country," Robertson said in a separate
statement released by HRW. "Concerned
governments should do all they can to
reverse this assault on the Cambodian
people." An NPR report



