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Lowell Police Department Awarded

$29,935 in Grant Funds for Body-
Worn Cameras

By khmer Post USA

LOWELL — Acting Superintendent
Barry Golner is pleased to announce that
the Lowell Police Department has been

awarded $29,935 in state grant funds
allocated by the Executive Office of
Public Safety and Security's Office of

Grants and Research (OGR) Body Worn
Camera (BWC) grant program.

The Lowell Police Department plans
to use the grant funding to launch a small
pilot program involving about 30 officers
who will be equipped with body worn

cameras.

The department has issued a request
for proposals as part of efforts to select
an equipment vendor, while the city's
Law Department and Lowell Police unions
draft and finalize a policy that includes
details of how the program will be imple-
mented.

The department continues to seek
additional state and federal funding
sources to implement a larger program
and to purchase additional secure video
storage capabilities.

Please see /16
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With US-ASEAN summit postponed, 4 top diplomats travel to China

RFA Report

Four Southeast Asian foreign min-
isters are traveling to China this week
while a U.S.-ASEAN summit that was
due to take place in Washington appears
to have been postponed indefinitely,
prompting Chinese state media to carp
that the region prefers to speak to China
instead of the U.S.

China’s Foreign Ministry announced
on Monday that the top diplomats of
Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines and
Myanmar “will visit China respectively
from March 31 to April 3” at the invita-
tion of Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

At least some of the ministers would
have accompanied their heads of state
for the long-anticipated summit between
leaders of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and President
Joe Biden that had been planned for
March 28-29. But that meeting ran into

scheduling problems.

A senior Biden administration of-
ficial conceded Monday that “much to
our disappointment, we weren’t able to
get this locked down” but they were very

-

committed to rescheduling it.

“We believe the clock is ticking, and
we want to try and get this done. And

we’re working very closely with ASEAN
to try and come up with an appropriate
time to do this,” said the official who was
briefing reporters on condition of ano-
nymity, under ground rules set by the

Still, on Tuesday Biden had an Oval
Office meeting with Singaporean Prime

administration.

Minister Lee Hsien Loong, who urged
closer U.S.-ASEAN ties and expressed
appreciation for Biden’s commitment to
the region. He said "it helps the U.S. to
be present in the Asia-Pacific and to
deepen its relations with many friends
and to strengthen its strategic interests
in the region."

Biden vowed that the Ukraine crisis
would not distract from the U.S. from
implementing its Indo-Pacific strategy.
He said he wanted to ensure that the
region remains "free and open."

‘Apples and oranges’

In Beijing, China was making its
own play to demonstrate its engagement
with Southeast Asia.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman
Wang Wenbin told reporters Monday that
the four countries whose ministers will

Please see /14
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State Rep Race in Lowell’s Highlands

From Front Page

17% Hispanic. This makes the highest
Cambodian American voting block any-
where in America.

When the time comes to voting,

many Cambodians vote for Mom because
he’s Cambodian. Now, this November,

—

Tara Hong kicks off campaign at Stoklosa Middle School on March 5, 2022
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voters will face two Cambodian names
on the ballot and who will they choose?

Tara Hong, a recent graduate from
the University of Massachusetts Lowell
who studied political science, has an-
nounced his candidacy on March 5 at
Stoklosa Middle School. In his statement,
Hong said he vowed to fight for public
school funding regardless of zip codes.

Many voters questioned why Khmer
runs against Khmer? It is a clear sign of
confusion and lack of understanding of
the political landscape in Lowell. Like
the Irish immigrants who came to Low-
ell around the 1820s, they were mill
workers, largely discriminated by the
English, but they worked overtime and
started holding elected offices around the
end of the 1890s.

The Cambodian people also expe-
rienced discrimination in 1980s when
they first arrived in Lowell. After 40 years
of hardwork, Cambodian Americans have
now entered American politics. Cur-
rently, Lowell has elected three city
councilors (including a mayor), two state
representatives, and a school committee.
The election is no longer about simply
being a Khmer candidate. There are
natural growing and enduring pains in
politics, like everyone else. Therefore,
the voters need to decide which candidate
best represent our moral values and serve
our community.

I would recommend our readers
consider these perspectives when voting
this fall:

« First, Cambodian voters should
change their voting behavior. They should
focus on the quality of the candidate.

e Second, the Cambodian com-
munity should choose who best represent
our moral values and serve our com-
munity.

» Third, your vote is your voice.
Make it count.

The strength of America is in the
democratic process that lets you vote in
every election. This is what makes
America different from Cambodia where
there is no free or fair elections.

Many Cambodian American in
Lowell were disappointed by Rep. Mom
after winning the election, he went to
meet with Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Sen and praised the strongman
publicly and said “he wants to learn from
Hun Sen.” After returning to Lowell,
Rep. Mom not only refused to apologize
for his action, but he continues to attend
events held in Lowell by the regime,
including the January 7 celebration, a
political propaganda.

In December 1978, one hundred and
fifty thousand Vietnamese troops in-
vaded Cambodia and defeated the Khmer
Rouge on January 7, 1979. Vietnam
created a new government called the
People’s Republic of Kampuchea (PRK)
and installed a few Khmer Rouge defec-
tors, including Mr. Hun Sen. Vietnam
occupied Cambodia over the next 10
years and fought against Cambodian
resistance until the United Nation spon-
sored the Paris Peace Agreement in 1991
which removed Vietnamese forces and
gave Cambodia peace, territorial integ-
rity, election, and economic development.
The PKR then changed its name to
Cambodian People Party (CPP) in 1993
to enter the United Nations sponsored
election. Hun Sen lost that election, but
stayed in power because he threatened
to secede the eastern part of Cambodia.
He later staged a coup in 1997 and re-
moved his co-prime minister Prince
Ranariddh. The Vietnamese invasion and
occupation in Jan 7 is now perversely
celebrated as a day of Cambodian lib-
eration, making Hun Sen a hero.

Cambodians around the world have
organized numerous protests and have
opposed Hun Sen’s government since
the coup. Lowell has been one of the
important cities that help raise awareness
and support the democratic movement
in Cambodia.

Please see /09
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sigiijmuiifl Buddhists Khmer Krom monks

and people vow to sacrifice their
1ves to protect Koki tree

Original Report in Khmer by RFA
English Translation by Khmer Post USA

Buddhists monks and Khmer Krom
protest against Vietnamese authorities
who attempt to cut down the 700-year-old
Koki tree, a legacy of the Mongkul Borei
Trom Sek pagoda in Long Hor province.
The Khmer Krom Federation accuses
Vietnam of seeking to eradicate the Khmer
Krom race by destroying Khmer Krom
cultural property.

we are melting like ashes.”

Khmer Krom people claim that the
Vietnamese authorities want the Khmer
Krom’s tree to be kept at the Vietnamese
museum to attract tourists.

The Head of Information Department
of the Khmer Kampuchea Krom Fed-
eration, Venerable Son Yeung Ratana,
who followed the story, told RFA on
March 26 that Deum Koki is the pagoda's
heritage. Therefore, the Khmer Krom
people dare to sacrifice their lives to
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Last week, more than a hundred
Vietnamese joint authorities stormed the
Mongkul Borei pagoda in order to cut
down a Khmer Krom tree, which monks
and Buddhists Khmer Krom people have
kept for hundreds of years.

Vietnamese authorities violently
attacked Khmer Krom monks and Khmer
Krom people who were sitting around
the Koki tree and tied the monks' rope
(clothes) around the Koki tree. Because
of a strong protest by the monks and
Khmer Krom people, the Vietnamese
authorities pulled back. Vietnamese au-
thorities have warned that they will cut
down again later.

Thach Thi Sabut, who protested
against Vietnamese authorities, accused
Vietnam of looting pagoda property and
even using violence against Khmer Krom
monks. She continued that although
Vietnam is controlling the Khmer Krom
territory, but the Khmer Krom are indig-
enous, so the Khmer Krom have the right
to protect the heritage of Khmer ancestors:
“This thing (tree) belongs to the priests
of our grandparents from our ancestors
until now, not to the government. We
only have pagodas for us, no pagodas,

protect this Koki tree from being destroyed
by Vietnam: “In fact, the Vietnamese
authorities have encroached on the land,
sites, artifacts and other things that belong
to the Khmer Krom. The Vietnamese
authorities have the ambition to swallow
up any evidence of the Khmer Krom in
the Kampuchea Krom territory. "Viet-
namese authorities intend to eradicate
racism in Kampuchea Krom.”

He said that at present, Buddhists
Khmer Krom monks and people are
guarding the Vietnamese authorities from
stealing the Korki tree because the Khmer
Krom want to preserve this Korki tree
as evidence of Khmer Krom history in
the future: “It is important because it is
a heritage and history for the Khmer
Krom people, like the Teal tree of Oknha
(Lord) Son Kuy, the identity and symbol
of Kampuchea Krom.”

In recent years, Vietnam has begun
to persecute the Khmer Krom people
even more, as Vietnam fears the future
self-determination movement. At least
four Khmer Krom people have been jailed
by Vietnamese authorities for protesting
for indigenous rights and preventing

Please see /14
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Khmer Kampuchea Krom Federation
(KKF) continues to be elected as UNPO
Board of Directors

Original Khmer Report by Preynakor News
English Translation by Khmer Post USA

On March 26 and 27, 2022, last
week, the United Nations and the People
without Representative (UNPO) convened

ARYAYMITIESH UNPO B HOBED

jumminann &6 e eile
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UNPO niiafidi 1 sumnfinann:agmi
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M {5 (Tammy Breedt) B #11)
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the 16th General Assembly to elect a new
Board of Directors for a peaceful and
advocacy mission. Non-violence in
guaranteeing the "right to self-determi-
nation" to its member nations without a
representative in the United Nations.

Election results: Edna Adan Ismail,
a representative from Somaliland, is
elected to be UNPO Executive Director,
Elisenda Paluzie from Catalonia and
Rubina Greenwood from Sind is the Vice
President. This is the first time in the
history of the UNPO that three women
have been elected president and vice
president. This is the first time in the
history of the UNPO that three women
have been elected as president and vice
president.

The representative of the Khmer
Kampuchea Krom Federation, Alex Thach
from France, was also elected as one of
the eight members of the UNPO Board
of Directors.

The other seven board members are
Tammy Breedt from Afrikaners, Dolkun
Isa from East Turkestan and Paul Strauss
from the District of Columbia, Washing-
ton, USA, Tina Rose Muna Barnes from
Guam of USA, Ali Abdelzadeh from
Iranian Kurdistan: Abdi Mahdi from
Ogaden and Rigzin Genkhang from
Chinese-occupied Tibet.

Please see /12
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The Khmer Kampuchea Krom Federation will hold its
11th General Assembly in May to elect a new leadership

Article by RFA

English Translation by Khmer Post USA

The Khmer Kampuchea Krom
Federation will hold its 11th three-
day General Assembly from May 6
to 8 in Phlladelphla USA.
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The General Assembly will
present the activities and achieve-
ments report of the Federation from
2016 to 2021 and the election of a
new board of directors. The board
of directors is the supreme govern-

ing body of the Federation, with at
least seven (7) members elected by
the General Assembly every four
years (4 years).

The head of the Information
Department of the Khmer Krom
Federation, Venerable Song Yeung
Ratana, told RFA on March 26 that
the federation would also discuss
self-determination strategies for the
Khmer Krom living under Vietnam-
ese control: “The Khmer Kampuchea
Krom Federation is the only na-
tional organization of the Khmer
Krom to demand their own destiny.
especially, a non-violent movement
on the international stage to gather
the international community to know
the situation of the Khmer Krom
people living under the yoke of
Vietnamese colonialism, which is
currently Khmer Krom being per-
secuted.”

The US-based Khmer Kampu-
chea Krom Federation is an inter-
national non-violent advocacy
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iisiga: iG68 b0 A

0&:00 Ll'ln -0&:00N15
09:00 Lst-00: ﬂuiiﬁi]mijs -HIMig|ail

minmaguif]annigiai

ins.jmi'jﬁji’iﬁj iifi. Hai N. Huynh
Chiro Health & Rehab, Inc.

[URSIGIMN A HA B SIUNTEN WIS RGN GIAN
EHUMYMA Chiro Health & Rehab ([ENUMINWISIY
SHNPoAIUNG e S AN H S 1En W
FRHMA [RICTSMSINUIE 4 M SMIGAMWAIUNICIIUA
IMNAEFISIMIINUUIUHTHEe S UM AR S0 Mg
SHUZUMNH D Huynh 1 SUSHIME St Bo S H3Em
NPT U WIF AN GINN Y S 318 uid s G
INPEAI S G HyMmY:

1 o -

= iy = =
-9 - RSpE - Ban « VKNS - ABHRS

- &Bigh: « subluxation - ni§epe

il 6 Pine Street Lowell, MA 01 851

Siﬁil‘liﬂja

*sciatica « IS CIEBIISE A
cCEREIN < ITHER - INNBKGBIBANS
JiSmnemanemes

igminmaguRiigiage ajinigaEg
Chiro Health & Rehab, Inc.




Page.8 ruemmil fgudds-9d fgwan g bobl KHMERPOST USA

BROAVBALHRSMARESR

Lowell Primary Care Center

INARGUNNS § aN1g, M.D. A% ME §0 , C.N.P.
Sokharith Mey, M.D. Chhan Touch, C.N.P.

ﬁgjﬁg:tﬁﬁ% HIRHAS A
b - 3 b

Y
Now Accepting New Patients

Sgigl I8N

Y
Family Medicine & Behavioral Health
HIRTHIEN
1075 Westford Street, Unit 204 ¢« Lowell, MA 01851 ¢ (978) 455-7992

G 'MIJ'I:Uﬁm iR, WA Blm Nt mammﬁgh ‘f]%'?:]ﬁ
‘l’.‘l’ﬁ (BRI RIS HTY 8 8 Nt flfl‘l?%&'

We Accept MassHealth, Medlcare and Other Health Insurances
Our Staff Speaks Khmer e Plenty of Free Parking




KHMERPOST USA

ISSUE 337, MARCH 28 - APRIL 14, 2022

Page.9

MIUARUINRIUIAMMA.

Isigus i m masm‘jmﬁm
fiai gigs yatm: IARTIIEEEY
t’ﬂ[n[UnESﬂ.mmﬂjnﬂmijZJn 53]
sunSivesinygina Shund
AN AE SIU AT IHGN 9

o GOMumImAIUSHARM
FIIGJRIVAIHAT NUNG U]

maginisesasinfsinn
Sinimipthiutatg) fusgma
gjgRIgmumstmaIsigpumi
IS s st i it gjniuin
gAY UM S M I &
st YAv T

2

nrigigirsimutiSsf

[mQLnHQJ[immSSnGnSﬁnﬂmh
ﬂLﬁjﬁiijnnﬁ antiinHbEahi
ms:s‘lmﬁmﬁmmwniuﬁLSnﬁm
gis feus Sumsruinadiuiggin
IS s thevTminn: 1ot 8 un st
“masa)sh gis fus” 1 uUi
i@ QJUHn dig: qpfmfm nnmhan
ﬁﬁsannﬁsLnﬁmmﬁjmm ¢14
iwamattamere gigmarsitaug
GmiﬁﬁhLﬁﬁ‘ﬁiﬂhfﬁm[ﬂUﬁlgjﬁ
;s*ls—*mnsg;fmrmwmms JHEIN
magmig Af AN UM mILN AT
SIUN G ]
tmtzmmasmﬁnhgmf]nm&i
At S SAMSHUMNSMS
wrervAgt ShAmaigippvnys
iyén fsvAn gioeneq fjaamy
msumaihanu§ywiuTt
PN U ’a AY (U.0.7)
shmqﬁmmmmmmzsmma
fidod juinina gis feus 5i
ti3i [ﬂnﬂFﬂHmS“ISMIULU[Gm
AYMARIWIINU 90 g §hms
ARJIUAIN BN MIRRJIUATAE
imﬁﬁn}ﬁaﬁimmmmmﬁﬁm
gURHIUGAGNYEIN]RSmn
Fnnoinug 9689 msdndn

X

Anmy 15m saﬁmajnamsi
pu§mn yginnmn§ad mamsma
Sh“‘liﬁni’%jsmjﬁﬁti"l uUyA
ANNUIEIESAYMN MSYIn:
Fith n&ﬂUnJLﬁmﬁSnHm torimé
™ (CPP) g1 966M :uﬁjﬁmnh
AN SRR S IR JEENE)
A UiS frus sim MM ig
i1 gigrsimsinmoign cmaany
Glundusmasnidnis{uIgey
AU IMWwEAMAMSIFigiuum
1515 9880 WM S HR WA
B[ FIURI s s sIANy §
MIUNSMS SHAMIMSMUIUAIWS
1511y 0l BAn AGJIIS: (Rimsmig
mhﬁmmmnmjmmnm"ﬁﬁm
tinutde] uis frus mwthinyias

urhnsigasigimianinna
msiusminhit{isin Sh{psin
inAmutana ¥is frus ainims

TGN QLnEQJ[fm Amépand
mmsawmmmw:mﬁﬁﬁﬁm:mm
G SualigorusuthBuraugjrs

State Rep Race in Lowell’s Highlands

From Page 04

Sadly, after over 2 million lives were
lost in the killing field and 1 million lives
lost during the Vietnamese occupation,
the country continues to suffer from
another oppressing regime for the past
30 plus years. Yet, January 7 is celebrat-
ed in Lowell every year by those who
fall prey to the disinformation.

Mr. Hun Sen has curtailed human
rights and freedom in Cambodia in the
last several years and his preparation for
a totalitarian regime is nearly complete
after ousting his opponents in 2017, and
taking all seats in a fake election in 2018,
and made his son the next premier in
December 2021.

Let us be clear. To elect any Cam-

bodian American to public office, voters
expect their candidate to understand the
complexity of Cambodian politics and
be on the right side of history. We have
seen many western wealthy countries put
their principles aside and do business
with totalitarian states. This has allowed
autocratic countries like Russia and
China to gain wealth and power which
they use in return to destroy democratic
societies like ours. War in Ukraine is a
living example.

Many of us who have known first-
hand the atrocities that come with tyran-
nical regimes, should vote for a candidate
not because he is a Cambodian, but
because he upholds American demo-
cratic ideals.
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Rep. Rady Mom attended the Cambodian People Party (CPP) celebration of the con-
troversial Vietnamese Invasion of Cambodia on January 7, 1979 at Pailin Restaurant,
Lowell, Massachusetts in January 2022.
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Khmer Kampuchea Krom Federation
(KKF) continues to be elected as UNPO

From Page 02

According to UNPO, there are cur-
rently 44 member nations around the
world, including 11 newly elected mem-
bers of the Board of Directors, represent-
ing 11 organizations, including one vice
president. 2 Chairmen and 8 members

Board of Directors

importance of the role of the UNPO’s
Board of Directors elected by the Khmer
Kampuchea Krom Federation that it

means a lot to the Khmer Krom people
all over the world and in the territory of
Kampuchea Krom. First, the Khmer
Kampuchea Krom Federation (KKF) has
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chea Krom Federation who attended the
General Assembly included Mr. Mao
Mony, Vice President of the Khmer
Kampuchea Krom Federation; Venerable
Thy Thammo, the Chairman of the In-
ternational Religious Commission of the
Khmer Kampuchea Krom Federation.
Mr. Mao Mony emphasized the

been one of the leaders of a large inter-
national organization for leading member
nations from around the world from 44
territories, islands, states, and countries.
Second, the Khmer Krom voice was heard
on the international stage through the
intervention of the UNPO, and third, the
Khmer Krom people learned how to
advocate non-violently to demand the
"right to self-determination" for the
people. Khmer Krom in the territory of
Kampuchea Krom, which is currently
under the yoke of the Vietnamese colony.

Be noted that the UNPO was estab-
lished in 1991 in The Hague, the Neth-
erlands, to advocate non-violently for
"self-determination" for the nations of
the world under foreign colonization.
The Khmer Kampuchea Krom Federation
became a member of UNPO on July 15,
2001. Today, the flag of Kampuchea
Krom is hoisted at the UNPO headquar-
ters in The Hague, the Netherlands, with
the flags of member nations around the
world.

The Khmer Kampuchea Krom Federation will hold its
11th General Assembly in May to elect a new leadership

From Page 07

movement to fight the Vietnamese
government to respect human rights,
the right to live in safety, the right
to religion, culture, traditions and
self-determination of the Khmer
Krom. Who are indigenous people
in the territory of Kampuchea Krom.

The Khmer Kampuchea Krom Fed-
eration was established by the 5th
General Assembly of the World
Khmer Kampuchea Krom on August
4, 1996.
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First Cambodian American Woman
in Lowell School Committee

From Front Page

Soben Ung

Lowell, MA -- The first Cambo-
dian woman will be sworn in as School

DISTRICT 3

scu—nom

TOGETHER FOR O

COMMITTEE

UR CHILDREN'S FUTURE _

Susie posed during her campaign in the fall 2021
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Committee member on Wednesday.
Susie Chhuon will be replacing Andrea
Descoteaux who resigned from the
position due to illness on Monday
March 28, 2022. Chhuon will repre-
sent district #3, covering the South
Lowell and Belvidere neighborhoods.

Chhuon said, “it’s my honor to
serve in this delicate situation. I wish
Mr. Descoteaux well and I thank him
for his service.” In the last election

in November, Chhuon ran a strong
campaign in which she won South
Lowell but came short 146 votes in
the Belvidere neighborhood. Chhuon
vowed that she will work hard to
serve her district and looks forward
to work with all fellow school com-
mittee members. “As an educator for
twenty-one years, I know from first-
hand experience what the parents and
students’ needs are, and I’ll be able
to take that perspective to serve as a
school committee,” said Chhuon.
Chhuon came to America as a
child refugee. Having grown up as a
child translator for her mom during
her school years, she understands the
struggles that many immigrant fami-
lies face in schools. Lowell is one of
the most diverse public schools in the
Commonwealth where 65 different
languages are spoken by the students.
Among them, the highest foreign
speaking students are Spanish, about
1500 students, followed by 1200
Khmer speaking students and 900
Brazilian speaking students. Now as
a mother of two grown children,
Chhuon said “My passion is to help
others who are like me, trying to
ensure their children have a good and
equitable access to quality education.”

At the end of the Khmer rouge
reign in 1979, Chhuon was born in
the Khao I Dang refugee camp. Dur-
ing the genocide, she lost two siblings
and her father who served in the
Cambodian army. Chhuon came to
the United States in 1985 with her
mother, one older brother, one older
sister, her brother-in-law and their
two children. She started kindergarten
in Houston, Texas before her family
moved to Lowell, Massachusetts two
years later. Chhuon grew up in Low-
ell, went to public school, married,
and had two children who are now
adults. “Being someone who came
from a war-torn country, Lowell has
given me a chance to start a new life,
I’m honored for this opportunity to
give back and serve my community,”
said Chhuon.
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With US-ASEAN summit postponed,
4 top diplomats travel to China
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Buddhists Khmer Krom monks
and people vow to sacrifice their
1ves to protect Koki tree

From Page 05

Vietnam from taking over their farmland.

Khmer-Krom youth were also vio-
lently threatened by the Vietnamese
authorities for disseminating the history
of the Khmer-Krom and demanding their
rights as indigenous peoples. Vietnam
fined Khmer Krom youth and threatened
to imprison them if they continued to
work for Khmer Krom’s rights. Vietnam-
ese authorities not only violated the rights
of the Khmer Krom, Vietnam also re-
Stricted the freedom of the Khmer Krom
religion.

Vietnamese authorities continue to
prohibit the Khmer-Krom people from
building pagodas and shrines for religious

observances and as schools to teach the
Khmer language to Khmer-Krom children.
Despite Vietnam's efforts to destroy the
Khmer Krom religion, the Khmer Krom
people decided to build nearly five hun-
dred pagodas and more than 8,000 monks.

Officials of the Khmer Krom Fed-
eration say that the Khmer Krom people
are willing to sacrifice their lives to
protect a Koki tree because it can help
preserve the identity of the Khmer Kam-
puchea Krom for future generations of
Khmer Krom. Currently, the Koki tree
is hundreds of years old, only two remain-
ing in Kampuchea Krom.
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visit “are important ASEAN members
and China’s friendly neighbors and im-
portant partners for high-quality Belt and
Road cooperation” — referring to China’s
global infrastructure program.

He said the visit “again demonstrates
the close and friendly relations between
China and its ASEAN neighbors and the
high importance all sides attach to ad-
vancing China-ASEAN cooperation.”

It is unclear whether foreign ministers
from the remaining six ASEAN countries
were invited.

The state-run newspaper Global
Times said “to visit China while delaying

| Coronavirus

| e, B
W G Y e TV

A file photo showing ASEAN foreign ministers posing w

said.
Pushed to take sides?

The scheduling of the ASEAN-U.S.
summit ran into trouble when the facili-
tating country, Indonesia, couldn’t get
all ASEAN members to agree on a date.

Prime Minister Hun Sen of Cambo-
dia, the current chair of ASEAN, explained
on March 17 that among the bloc’s 10
members, “four countries said they could
not attend the meeting [on March 28-29]
while some others were requesting that
the summit be held on March 26-27 -
dates the U.S. said it could not make.”

' :
ith China's Foreign

Minister Wang Yi at a meeting in Vientiane, Laos, about the COVID-19 pandemic,
the meeting with the U.S. shg&}%&QE%%Q : Credlt':l'%ﬁ'ilt%%ei gn policy expert Kavi

willingness to talk with China rather than
the U.S.”

The paper, known for its nationalis-
tic, anti-U.S. stance, quoted an expert,
Qian Feng, as saying that while China
“truly and sincerely helps them [ASEAN
countries] boost economic development
and solve practical problems through
win-win cooperation, the latter [the U.S.]
doesn't really care about their current
situations but just wants to use them to
contain China without bringing them
tangible benefit.”

“Obviously, ASEAN members know
that,” said Qian, director of the research
department at the National Strategy In-
stitute at Tsinghua University.

Collin Koh, a research fellow at the
S. Rajaratnam School of International
Studies in Singapore, said the Chinese
newspaper “is comparing apples and
oranges, and making a mountain out of
a molehill.”

The trips to Beijing is of a different
level to the summit which would involve
heads of state, Koh said.

“This can’t be compared to the
foreign ministers going to China,” he

Chongkittavorn said that ASEAN leaders
“became exasperated about the proposed
meeting.”

“Half the ASEAN leaders were not
happy with the U.S. because they had
proposed several dates for the Biden team
to consider but the U.S. side kept chang-
ing the schedule,” he said.

And with the crisis in Ukraine, “in
some ASEAN capitals there is a prevail-
ing fear that the Russia-Ukraine quagmire
could hijack the summit,” Kavi said.

According to a Vietnamese analyst,
there has also been a certain unease among
some ASEAN countries that they would
be pressured to take sides in the Ukraine
war. The analyst requested anonymity to
discuss a matter of diplomatic sensitiv-
ity.

Vietnam, together with fellow
ASEAN members Brunei and Laos,
abstained on March 24 from a U.N.
resolution on humanitarian consequenc-
es of the Russian aggression against
Ukraine.

Hanoi also abstained on an earlier
resolution on March 2 that condemned
Russia’s aggression and demanded that
Moscow immediately end its military
operations in Ukraine.
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Top Cambodian Offi

icials Ordered to Stand

Trial for 1997 Grenade Attack

WASHINGTON —

A French judge has ordered two
former bodyguards of Cambodia's Prime
Minister Hun Sen to stand trial for their
role in a bloody grenade attack 25 years
ago in Phnom Penh.

Sixteen people died and more than
100 were injured by the strike on a
peaceful protest.

Judge Sabine Kheris of the Court
of Appeal of Paris has ruled that Huy
Piseth and Hing Bun Heang, the former
chief and deputy chief of Hun Sen's
bodyguard unit, respectively, will be
arraigned on the basis of the unanimous
conclusion of a joint investigation by
the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI), the United Nations and Human
Rights Watch (HRW), according to a
translation of the court document re-
ceived by VOA Khmer.

Neither man is in custody. Huy
Piseth is now a secretary of state for
defense and Hing Bun Heang is depu-
ty commander-in-chief of the army.
Huy Piseth refused to comment on the
judge's order when contacted by VOA
Khmer. Hing Bun Heang called the
ruling a violation of his rights and
denied that he was at the protest where
the attack occurred.

"Issuing an indictment at will like
this would harm people,"
Bun Heang. "Making such charges for
no reason is confusing."

said Hing

The court is set to hold a trial next
year with or without the defendants
present, but no date has been set.

Filed by political opposition

The case was filed in November
2000 by Sam Rainsy, a French-Cam-
bodian dual citizen who, as president
of the Cambodia National Rescue
Party (CNRP), is the de factor leader
of Cambodia's national political op-
position.

The two former bodyguards, now
both generals in the Cambodian army,
face charges of conspiracy to commit

murder in the 1997 attack.

Rainsy told VOA the court's decision,
which was filed on December 30, 2021,

marks the "end of impunity" for the rich

something.' "

U.S. citizen Ron Abney of the In-
ternational Republican Institute was injured
while observing the protest. Abney was
in Cambodia ona U.S.-government-sponsored

FILE A man prays in front of portraits of victims of a fatal 1997 grenade
attack on an opposition rally, which are displayed during a ceremony to remember
the victims, at a monument in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, March 30, 2018. (Reuters)

and powerful in a country where they're
typically untouchable.

"This is a major development,"
Rainsy said in a late-February interview
with VOA Khmer. "The culture of im-
punity has come to an end. Cambodians
have suffered for decades because of this
impunity."

It was 8:30 a.m. on a quiet Sunday
on March 30, 1997, when more than 200
peaceful protesters led by Rainsy, then
president of the Khmer Nation Party,
rallied outside the National Assembly in
Phnom Penh to demand judicial reform.
Minutes later, four grenades were thrown
into the protest, according to witnesses.

"They made an attempt on my life
but failed and killed at least 16 people
and wounded over 100 people," Rainsy
said. "Therefore, the French court [had
to work] to find justice for me."

Brad Adams, then a U.N. human
rights officer in Cambodia, arrived at the
scene just 10 minutes after the blasts.

"There were bodies lying everywhere,
which was terrible," said Adams, now
Asia director for Human Rights Watch,
ina March 21 interview with VOA Khmer.
"And the police were just standing there
doing nothing. They wouldn't help any-

body. I yelled at them, 'You've got to do

democracy support mission, according
to U.S. federal court documents.

Abney, who died in 2011, and
Rainsy were among four named plaintiffs
in a complaint filed in U.S. District Court
for the Southern District of New York in
2005, during Hun Sen's visit to New
York. Although U.S. officials served Hun
Sen with a subpoena to appear, a plea
deal was reached in 2006, which saw the
plaintiffs withdraw the complaint.

The deal allowed Rainsy, self-exiled
in France, to return to Cambodia, where
some political prisoners were to be re-
leased.

"Hun Sen, in order to get rid of the
problem, I assumed, privately entered
into a settlement agreement with Sam
Rainsy," said Morton Sklar, a lawyer for
the plaintiffs. "And he essentially gave
in to all the major political issues that
were on the table at that time."

Sklar is satisfied with how the French
case has moved forward.

"It's an indication that the interna-
tional community is not going to let Hun
Sen's abuses go unanswered," Sklar said.
"There will be a response. There will be
consequences."

The court documents said that Huy
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Lowell Police Department Awarded $29,935
in Grant Funds for Body-Worn Cameras

From Page 02

"I want to thank the Baker-Polito
administration and the Executive Office
of Public Safety and Security for this
grant funding that will enable us to launch
a pilot program aimed at further boosting
transparency between the community
and Lowell Police," said Acting Super-
intendent Golner. "Maintaining a trusting
relationship with the Lowell community
is a top priority of the Lowell Police
Department, and this program will help
us strengthen that relationship."

The Body Worn Cameras (BWC)
Grant Program will equip municipal
police departments across the Common-
wealth with body-worn cameras. Ap-
proximately $20 million in funding will
be used to purchase 9,000 cameras dur-
ing the next five years.

The Baker-Polito Administration
included funding for this program as part
of its Fiscal Year 2022 Capital Budget

Plan. The grant application process re-
quires each municipal department to
submit a comprehensive deployment plan
that describes a deliberate and phased
plan to deploy the technology, as well as
specific ways the proposed program will
enhance the agency's mission.

President Barack Obama's Task Force
on 214t Century Policing placed a prior-
ity on body camera research and camera
programs. The Task Force's final report
indicated that officers wearing body
cameras had "87.5 percent fewer incidents
of use of force and 59 percent fewer
complaints than the officers not wearing
the cameras."

According to a recent poll by the
Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Associa-
tion, only 10 percent of Massachusetts
municipal departments operate a body-
worn camera program. However, the
same poll indicated that 75 percent of
departments in major cities and smaller
communities are interested in starting a

program.
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Top Cambodian Officials Ordered to
Stand Trial for 1997 Grenade Attack

From Page 15

Piseth received an order
from Hun Sen to attack the
protest, according to the
indictment.

"This is the most im-
portant case brought against
people close to Hun Sen that
implicates Hun Sen himself
in a foreign court," said
Adams of HRW. "The
documents said that Hun
Sen would be indicted if he
were not in office."

Adams hopes to get a
Red Notice from Interpol and a Euro-
pean arrest warrant under European Union

attack," said Adams,
who in 2015 pro-
vided French au-
thorities with documents
on the attack from the
FBI investigation,
media coverage, the
U.N.,HRW and U.S.
congressional staff
during an interview
by a French judicial
investigator.

"There's really
no doubt about what
happened, and the most important thing
was that Hun Sen's bodyguards were

FILE - Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Sen speaks to the media during a press con-
ference at the Peace Palace in Phnom Penh, April 7, 2020.

rule for the two generals. According to
Interpol, a Red Notice "is a request to
law enforcement worldwide to locate
and provisionally arrest a person pending
extradition, surrender or similar legal
action."

"This is a very well-documented

deployed in the park in the event of the
grenade attack," Adams said. "They al-
lowed the people who threw the grenades
to run through their line and then they
threatened to kill people who were chas-
ing after them."

VOA Report



