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Biden must promote democracy among
Asian nations — including Vietnam

We laud the U.S.-ASEAN Special
Summit recently held in Washington
and believe this is an achievement of
the Biden administration that may usher
in a “new era” in relations between our
country and the 10-member Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
as part of the U.S. Indo-Pacific Strategy

to counter China’s aggression in the re-
giOn, Associated Press/Susan Walsh

Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh partici-
pates in the U.S.-ASEAN Special Summit to commemorate
45 years of U.S.-ASEAN relations at the State Department in

The summit agenda included a

Please see / 05 Washington, on May 13, 2022.
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By Soben Ung

Lowell, MA -- The 18th Middlesex
District State Rep. election has gotten
more competitive as Dominik Lay, a
current 3rd term Lowell School Com-
mittee member, has joined the race. Lay
resigned from State Senator Kennedy’s
office in May where he has worked as
a District Constituent Service Coor-
dinator since 2019 to run for the post.
Khmer Post USA previously reported
another candidate, Tara Hong, a recent
graduate from UMass Lowell has an-

Please see /07

NEC Final Results Cements CPP

Sweep of Commune Councils

The ruling Cambodian People’s Par-  electoral body announced on Sunday the

ty was confirmed the overwhelming vic- final results of an election marred with
tor at the June commune election, as the

Please see /06
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The Massachusetts Supplier Diversity Office
Celebrates Business Diversity
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts spent nearly $2 billion last year
with diverse and small businesses certified by the Supplier Diversity

Office (SDO).

If you are a minority, woman, veteran, person with a disability or part
of the LGBT community who owns a business and would like to learn
about SDO’s free certification and how it can help remove barriers
and grow your business,
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BAKER-POLITO ADMINSTRATION SIGNED A NEW
EXECUTIVE ORDER TO CREATE SUPPLIER-DIVER-
SITY OFFICE OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNTABLITY

BY SOBEN UNG
This article is available in Khmer
language

BOSTON — The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration signed a new Executive Or-
der that will provide more opportunities
for diverse and small businesses. The
new executive order includes elements
that will strengthen the state’s com-

Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker
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mitment to equity and inclusion in the
state’s contracting.

The Supplier Diversity Office,
which became a state agency in 2020,
supports businesses owned by minori-
ties, women, veterans, service-disabled
veterans, those with a disability, and
LGBT individuals, and small Massa-
chusetts businesses through certifying
and connecting them with business op-
portunities and resources. The certifica-
tion helps businesses to increase their
marketability when bidding for public
contracts.

The SDO’s FY21 Annual Report
showed growth in diversity contracts
and innovation. The state spent $2.85
billion with diverse and small business-
es, a 26.7% increase from previous year.
Furthermore, state spending was up by
33% for small businesses, 9.8% for mi-
nority-owned businesses, and 38.4% for
women-owned businesses.

“The Supplier Diversity Office
has made great progress in formaliz-
ing and expanding fair and equitable
procurement processes for the Com-
monwealth,” said Lt. Governor Karyn
Polito. “Diverse and small businesses
will further benefit from the changes

outlined in the Executive Order signed
today, which will centralize staff dedi-
cated to promoting equity at the SDO
and strengthen its efforts to support the
diverse business community.”

The new executive order consoli-
dates administration and oversight of the
state’s supplier diversity program, small
business purchasing program and re-
lated initiatives under the newly-formed
Supplier Diversity Office (SDO). It will
call for the appointment of a Secretariat
or Agency Supplier Diversity Officer in
each state department who will be re-
sponsible for ensuring that diverse and
small business spending benchmarks
are met and create a new SDO compli-
ance unit.

In addition, the new executive or-
der will create an advisory board of
15 members, expand outreach efforts,
including providing resources to help
eliminate barriers for diverse and small
businesses such as access to capital,
training and technical assistance pro-
grams. One such resource is the Munici-
pal Supplier Diversity Playbook, issued
by the SDO in FY2021, which can be
used by cities and towns to establish
their own local supplier diversity pro-
grams.

Certification has led to a number of
success stories, such as Canton-based
Westnet, Inc., which is certified as a Mi-
nority Business Enterprise (MBE).

Westnet, Inc is a medical product
company. Certified since 1994, it an-
swered the call during the early, uncer-
tain days of the COVID-19 pandemic
when Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE) was hard to come by. The mi-
nority-owned Westnet supplied tens of
millions of units of masks, gloves, dis-
infectant wipes, and other items to more
than 10,000 child care providers. The
contract was worth more than $50 mil-
lion, the largest in Westnet’s history.

“Certification gives a business an
opportunity to build relationships and
show that diverse businesses can be
competitive and do a great job,” said
Gordon Thompson, CEO of Westnet.*It
gives companies like mine a genuine
opportunity to show what we can do,
and that’s the best you can ask for.”

This late summer, SDO plans to
launch a department’s Supplier Diversi-

Please see /11
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Lowell Police, with Support from the Of-
ficer Sean A. Collier Memorial Fund, Opens
Youth Services Boxing Facility

LOWELL — Acting Superinten-
dent Barry Golner and the Lowell Po-
lice Department are grateful to share
that, thanks to generous support from
community partners, the Lowell Police
Youth Services Program has opened a
new facility for its youth boxing pro-

gram.
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About 75 students have partici-
pated in the club, which borrowed space
from the Doughboy Wrestling Club as
organizers worked to find a more per-
manent home.

Last week, the Department held a
ribbon-cutting ceremony to officially
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Lowell Police Acting Superintendent Barry Golner, far left, stands with youth boxers, their volunteer coaches, and
representatives of the Officer Sean A. Collier Memorial Foundation at right — retired MIT Police Sgt. Richard Sullivan and
Joe Rogers, the stepfather of Sean Collier — in the new full-sized boxing ring the Officer Sean A. Collier Memorial Fund
purchased for the Lowell Police Youth Services Boxing Club. Photo Courtesy Lowell Police Department
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Thanks to donations from the Of-
ficer Sean A. Collier Memorial Fund,
a grant from the state Executive Office
of Public Safety and Security's Shan-
non Community Safety Initiative, and
numerous community partners, the new
facility includes a new, full-sized box-
ing ring, new training equipment, and
new gym equipment.

The Lowell Police Youth Services
Boxing Club is free for city residents
ages 10 to 18. During the summer, the
club meets on Mondays and Wednes-
days from 10-11 am., and from 1-2
p.m., and on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m., and from 4:30 -
5:30 p.m.

The Lowell Police Youth Box-
ing Club offers an opportunity to learn
about boxing from volunteer coaches
and mentors, including legendary Low-
ell boxing trainer Jackie O’Neill, while
also enjoying an activity that improves
physical fitness, confidence, and coordi-
nation.

Lowell Police employees who staff
the program on a volunteer basis include
Officer Dominic Lessieur, who is a for-
mer Golden Gloves champion, former
Golden Gloves champion and retired
City of Lowell employee Keith Rudy,
retired Lowell Police Officer Billy Cal-
lahan, Officers Emmanuel Antonetty,
Jonathan Rivera, Alec Golner, Christal
Downs, and Emaly Bouasri, as well as
Sgt. Mike Marshall.

open the new gym, on the second floor
of the Portuguese American Lowell
Youth Center on Central Street.

Grant funding to pay for leasing the
space was provided by EOPSS' Shan-
non Community Safety Initiative, which
also provided funds for new heavy bags,
speed bags, and safety equipment for
boxers. The Shannon Community Safety
Initiative is a multi-pronged approach to
addressing community gang and youth
violence problems using five strategy
areas: Social intervention, Suppression,
Opportunity Provision, Organizational
Change, and Community Mobilization.

The Officer Sean A. Collier Memo-
rial Fund provided funding to purchase
a full-size boxing ring, weights, and
cardio equipment, as well as food and
beverages for the ceremony.

Additional support was provided
by Branco Perego, the owner of Nation-
wide Tile, who donated and installed
rubber flooring in the gym. Chris Ortiz,
of MCC Construction, helped locate the
space in the Youth Center. The Greater
Lowell Community Foundation, City-
wide Properties, Central Plaza Realty,
and the Portuguese American Youth
Center also provided support.

"It has taken the efforts of so many
to be able to open the doors of our box-
ing gym," Acting Superintendent Gol-

Please see /15
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Biden must promote democracy among
Asian nations — including Vietnam

From Front Page

range of topics such as climate action,
sustainable  development, inclusive
prosperity, maritime cooperation, health
and education. However, it omitted
democracy. In a side meeting between
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and
Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh
Chinh, the former assured the latter that
the two countries are strong partners
with “a shared vision for security in the
region” and “for the strongest possible
economic ties.” Moreover, “the United
States very much supports a strong, in-
dependent, prosperous Vietnam,” Blink-
en said.

We find Blinken’s remarks discon-
certing. Even though the Vietnamese
Communist Party (VCP) has far sur-
passed the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) in terms of political reform, it is
still essentially a one-party, communist
dictatorship. No matter how strong, in-
dependent and prosperous an undemo-
cratic Vietnam becomes, it would not be
sincere in maintaining peace and may
betray the U.S. and other ASEAN states.
Vietnam’s quarrels with its former ally
China are territorial, not ideological. We

can foresee a future where Beijing ac-
commodates Hanoi’s territorial claims,
even in the South China Sea. In this
case, Vietnam might switch sides as

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
meets Vietnam PM Pham Minh Chinh
During US-ASEAN Summit 2022.
Photo by State Department

soon as its territorial disputes were re-
solved, making the regime an unreliable
U.S. partner.

Given its often unhappy experienc-
es with Vietnam and China, the United
States has a plethora of historical les-
sons from which it can learn. To counter
the Soviet Union’s global expansion,
for example, President Richard Nixon
opened the door to China with the hope
of ending the Vietnam War and resist-
ing Soviet expansion. The U.S. shifted
China’s economic trajectory with the
hope that prosperity would produce a
middle class that would demand po-
litical changes. Lamentably, and disas-
trously for U.S. strategic interests, that
proved to be wishful thinking. Wash-
ington ended up creating a formidable
adversary that has become the greatest
threat to U.S. national security, U.S. al-
lies, and the existing world order.

Certainly, there are centripetal
forces in the Sino-Vietnamese relation-
ship that include the legacy of the 1979
war, border clashes for much the 1980s,
the 1988 clash in the South China Sea,
other territorial disputes, and China’s
support for the Khmer Rouge after
Vietnam’s invasion of Cambodia/Kam-
puchea. But there is also an ideologi-
cal affinity between them. Like China,
Vietnam is a one-party state. In fact, the
CCP trained many VCP top leaders, in-
cited and supported the VCP’s invasion

of South Vietnam.

The VCP is as brutal, ruthless and
inhuman as the CCP. It has a history of
persecution and repression of its people,
continuing to deny them political and
civil rights. It is reported that the VCP
regime today has jailed hundreds of ac-
tivists and political prisoners, many of
whom received unfair trials and harsh
sentences. Human Rights Watch has
confirmed that the Vietnamese govern-
ment systematically restricts the rights
to freedom of movement of political and
human rights activists.

In this time of geopolitical flux
caused by China’s rise and its effort to
shape the international order toward to-
talitarian beliefs, values and ideology
matter greatly. They are essential com-
ponents in the West’s struggle against
China and will help determine whether
the U.S. maintains global leadership or
cedes it to China’s totalitarian vision for
global politics.

If the United States is to build a
long-lasting partnership for peace with
the countries of Southeast Asia, com-
mon values and respect for human rights
are fundamental. For the U.S.-ASEAN

Please see /13
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From Front Page

allegations of irregularities and intimida-
tion.

The National Election Committee
concluded the June commune election
when it announced the final results on
Sunday, confirming the CPP’s hold on
9,376 council seats across the country, or
around 80% of councilors. The Candle-

The CPP will continue its near-ab-
solute hold on commune chief positions
with 1,648 chiefs. Candlelight will muster
four chief positions. Seven other parties
will have councilors across the country:
Funcinpec, Khmer National United Party,
Grassroots Democratic Party, Cambodia
National Love Party, Cambodian Youth
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Party Councilors Chiefs 1st Deputy 2nd Deputy
Cambodian People's Party 9,376 1,648 1,618 261
Candlelight Party 2,198 4 25 1,360

Funcinpec 19 - 4 12

Khmer National United Party 13 - 1 10
Grassroots Democratic Party 6 = 2 2
Cambodia National Love Party 5 - 2 2
Cambodian Youth Party 3 - - 3
Kampucheaniyvum Party 1 - - 1
Beehive Social Democratic Party 1 - - 1

Source: NEC
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light Party came in second with 2,198
councilors.

Party, Kampucheaniyum, and Bechive
Social Democratic Party.

Please see /12
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Eastern Physicial Therapy
851 Middlesex Street, Suite 1 Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-677-6333 Fax: 978-677-6982

Have Aches & Pain?
We Can Help.

@ Injuries from Auto Accident
@ Slip & Fall
& Chronic Arthritis
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improve overall physical ability.
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Dominik Lay Joins the 18th Mid-
dlesex District State Rep. Race

From Front Page

nounced his candidacy in January. The
incumbent Rep. Rady Mom was elected
in 2014.

The 18th Middlesex District in-
cludes the Acre and Highlands, has
42,000 residents with over 30% Asians,
mostly Cambodian Americans. The
other two State Rep seats representing
Lowell are District 17, Vanna Howard,
unchallenged this term, and District 16
which is currently open as a result of
Tom Golden taking the City Manager

JUSH SN MYWINAUANS NaPandita Rithipol

v

position earlier this year. A long-time
city councilor Rodney Elliott is running
for that seat against Zoe Dzineku.

“18th Middlesex District has been
forgotten and the economic develop-
ment and job training needs to happen.
With my experience as a school com-
mittee and having worked at the state
house, I want help the city council and
school committee have less problems
with the funding,” said Lay in an inter-
view with Khmer Post USA.

Dominik Lay held his first fun-
draiser at Captain John on Westford
Street and has drawn a crowd of some
50 people including many attendees

who are lifelong friends, some teach-
ers and parents from public school, and
colleagues from work. One parent Mrs.
Yoko Nakamura of Ever Street said “we
came to support Dominik because we
believe he’s a good leader. He always
offers help at school.”

Lowell Public School teacher
Sophea Uong said “as a friend with
Dominik for 32 years, he’s one of the
most thoughtful individual and always
tries his best to help others.”

Thara Ros, a Lowell Charter
School Family Liaison also attended the
fundraiser and expressed his support,
“an experienced candidate who worked
many years to help our community and
especially our kids. Dominik is a trusted
and valued person who has sacrificed
his time and energy for the community.”

Patty Kirwin-Kielty, Chief of Staff
from State Senator Kennedy Office also
attended the fundraiser.

Another supporter, Corinna Sar,
came from the same province as
Dominik in Cambodia, Kamphong
Chnang, recounted the story of her fa-
ther who knew of Domink’s father, a
well-respected teacher in the province
who died during the Khmer Rouge.

As a young boy, Dominik survived
the Khmer Rouge with one brother,
came to the United States in 1982. He
went to middle school and high school
in the Boston area then to the Univer-
sity of Vermont where he earned a de-
gree in Mathematics. He worked as data
analysis for many years prior to joining
politics. Some life-long friends such as
Cheang Ngor who worked with him at
Electronic Data System also came to
support. His former teacher, Dr. Na-
Pandita Rithipol a longtime Buddhist

Please see /12

IHBBIRITINBIS 62565 HLRIIT (ISR
KK Insurance Agency, Inc.

508 Westford Street
Lowell, MA 01851
978-970-2212

kk@kkinsurancema.com
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Lowell Primary Care Center
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Now Accepting New Patients
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Y
Family Medicine & Behavioral Health
HIRTHIEN
1075 Westford Street, Unit 204 ¢« Lowell, MA 01851 ¢ (978) 455-7992
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We Accept MassHealth, Medlcare and Other Health Insurances
Our Staff Speaks Khmer e Plenty of Free Parking
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= THE RIoHT CHOWE = DOMINIK LAY FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
Dominik Hok 18TH Middlesex District

LAY

REPRESENTATIVE e EXPERIENCE ¢ HONESTY e INTIGRITY

ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2022. | RESPECTFULLY ASK FOR YOUR VOTE!

About Me: I survived the killing, starving, and oppressing of the Communist regime in Cambodia. [ came to the United States as
a child refugee in 1982, I finished muddle school and high school in the Boston area. I then went to The University of Vermont
where I earned a degree in Mathematics. [ have worked in private sectors as data analysis for many years prior to joining politics
in 2015, In 2017, T got elected as the first Cambodian American School Committee in Lowell and I am currently serving on my
3rd term. Beside serving as a School Commitiee member, I also have worked for State Senator Ed Kennedy as a Constituent Ser-
vice Coordinator since 2019, until recently I have resigned in order to run for the 18th Middlesex State Representative Office.
I will fight for policies, funding and services that are imporiant to the people living in The Acre and the Highlands including
issues with mental health, addiction, homelessness, affordable healthcare, funding for public schools, climate change, small
businesses, job training opportunities. With many years of experience working at the Senator's Office and many vears as a
School Committee member, I am ready to work on Day 1.

0] Tllf'ﬂdd‘h September 6, I am humbly dﬂ\lﬂﬂ for your vote. Thank you!
@ssaemgz 99&;@65‘3355&3&%% Dominik Lay ﬁmﬁ‘ &7 553’2 o seﬁm 680

Paid for by CTE Dominik Lay

You can count on us.
v Checking and Savings Accounts
v" Personal Loans

v Home Loans
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Member
FDIC EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

£5 Enterprise Bank

CREATE SUCCESS

EnterpriseBanking.com | 877-671-2265
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Home Care Agenc

Group Adults Foster Care Program
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At no Cost to you

inrhit g\ afamneg s Nig i i SN A AThoEsAniN g AshF Imsii N EhwREy{ATA
tgfnin el i N 181 (Nurse), Case Manager 81 Home Health Aide
YEITRNBAIAMEAGENT 88AE Bhmsmumingiglugnntiias 1 GiftnnEhATE Lowell,
Lynn, Revere, Boston Ehﬁﬁﬁlfﬁm

ffjfgfij’ffg’n _ e live in subsidized or public housing
muy OB gingrieg! e age 22 years and older

s i e eligible for Masshealth Standard

BRs Iﬂﬂﬁgﬂ’ WHS : . )
I’P s .f e : ‘ 'y Benefits you will get:
o FAUTOFIGNVISHIY FVUGIIHSGS S ERINUTHY o
4. % ¥ * 2 = ok e personal care service in your home,

Fggmryiﬁrrﬁﬁmﬁ}rgi’@mﬁ?g T
. ﬁgmrﬁmr@ﬁ@ﬁﬁm&f’ﬁﬁ e Medication Managemant
. fﬁsmffﬁfﬁmgfﬂgﬁmgrggym Fnurrgfanm e an individual care plan developed by a registered
é\‘i‘mf? Sarsrrngl ¢ i nurse and case manager
. ﬁmﬁfmrfﬁrmﬁﬁ@?fmim@ﬂﬁmUﬁugm'* e ongoing monitoring of needs
o AHIIHHIGHRITARDETEIS e 24-hour access to services

(S BN LS BRIHROBH
To register, please contact:

Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
Office: 144 Merrimack St., Suite 404. Lowell, MA 01852
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BAKER-POLITO ADMINSTRATION SIGNED A NEW
EXECUTIVE ORDER TO CREATE SUPPLIER-DIVER-
SITY OFFICE OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNTABLITY

From Page 03
ty Hub (SDH or Hub), which will offer
matchmaking of diverse and small busi-
nesses to prime contractors, agencies,
and technical and financial assistance
providers. The SDH will also enable
state departments and contractors to
track their own compliance with diverse
and small business benchmarks.

In addition, the SDO will roll out
a “supplier diversity heat map” of Mas-
sachusetts diverse and small businesses,
helping state departments, cities and
towns and prime vendors find diverse
and small businesses by county, city/
town, zip code and/or certification type.

The map will enable buyers to support
not only diverse and small businesses
but local ones as well.

The SDO also developed a resource
webpage for diverse and small business-
es to find training, bidding opportunities
and access to capital, technical assis-
tance and other resources that will help
them to better compete when bidding on
public contract opportunities.

Visit the SDO website on mass.
gov to learn more about the SDO, view
resources, and see the FY2021 Annual
Report.
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Franclscnj Rosa, Esq.
1uGi Lrlﬂ fﬂm i, Tm‘i

SERVICES

Auto Accidents/
Bankruptcy
Immigration
Consumer Protection
Real Estate Closings/Disputes

Child Custody

Law Office of
Tt Rosa & Taing 12

ATTORNEY AT LAW
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Andrew ‘Bunna’ Taing, Esq.
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Personal Injury e 1]

1550 Middlesex Street Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-458-0934 | at@rosataing.com
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Dominik Lay Joins the 18th Mid-
dlesex District State Rep. Race

From Page 07

Dominik Lay with two parents, Mr. Yiethseng Thang and Mrs. Yoko Nakamura
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Dominik Lay, Thara Ros, Lowell Public Charter School Family Lasion, and Reasy
Yun Lay’s Campaign Volunteer
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monk in Lowell shared a story about
how he once travelled to Lowell long
ago and was planning to drive back to
D.C. alone, instead, Dominik drove him
some 9 hours home to D.C. and took a
flight back to Boston. “This is just an
example for you to know the type of
person Dominik is, a very selfless per-
son” he said.

Dominik Lay ran for School Com-
mittee in 2015. He was elected in 2017,
served for a term, came back for a sec-
ond term in 2020 after Bob Hoey re-
signed, and was elected again in 2021.
He is currently serving his third term
from 2022-2023.

It was never brought to light who
was the whistle blower that lead the
city of Lowell to challenge Dominik
Lay’s residency status in court; how-
ever, the court has ruled three times in
Dominik’s favor, that he is in fact a legal
resident of Lowell. The City of Lowell
has dropped their appeal. “There was no
case and there should be no doubt,” said
Lay when Khmer Post USA probed the
question.

Prior to coming to Lowell, he
served as Treasurer for the Cambodian
Community of Massachusetts in the late
1990s in Chelsea, alongside Councilor
Vesna Nuon who served as board president.

NEC Final Results Cements CPP
Sweep of Commune Councils

From Page 06

The results were announced on na-
tional broadcaster TVK, where two pre-
senters announced results for each com-
mune, telling viewers how many votes
and councilors each party won in that
commune. The electoral body also re-
leased documents for provincial breakups
of the results.

Hang Puthea, an NEC spokesperson,
said the election body had resolved all
complaints before the announcement and
parties were not allowed to challenge Sun-
day’s results.

The NEC would send the results to
the Interior Ministry, he said, which would
initiate the transfer of power to 1,652 new
councils.

“NEC will send this calendar to the
Ministry of Interior to prepare the next
procedure and transfer the old commune
council s position to the new-elected com-
mune council within 14 days starting from
the formal result announcement.”

The results also show that Candle-
light will have 25 first deputy chiefs and
1,360 second deputies across the country.
The seven smaller parties also have first
and second deputy representatives on
councils.

Women make up 22% of all elected
councilors, of which 25% of CPP council-
ors are women, with Candlelight having
only 9% women councilors.

Sam Inn, from the Grassroots De-
mocracy Party, said some parties felt the
elections were not free and fair because of
irregularities during voting and the count-

ing of ballots. The party would now focus
on initiating electoral reforms, Inn said.

The party won only six councilors
and Inn said they would continue to serve
the people, especially in communes where
candidates were reelected.

“We will continue to encourage our
members who were elected before and re-
elected again, such as in Kampot, Ratana-
kiri, Kampong Thom and Preah Vihear,
to continue to find out the concerns and
challenges of the people and bring their is-
sues for discussion at the commune coun-
cil and let them advocate for the benefit of
the local people,” Inn said.

The CPP released a statement on
Sunday accepting the results and calling
the election “free and fair,” adding there
was “neutrality, security and order, and no
violence and threats.”

The party denied accusations from
other parties of election-day and counting
irregularities, voter and candidate intimi-
dation, and registration irregularities.

“This election result came from the
heart, will and real understanding of vot-
ers who have strong hope for the contin-
ued progress in communes and the im-
provement of their livelihoods and have
denied the lies, incitement and twisting
of the truth by the extremist opposition
group and some bad people who always
prevent the process of development in
Cambodia,” the statement read.
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From Page 05

partnership to effectively address the
China threat, all partners’ trajectories
must converge. This challenge is less a
cultural one than it is one of conflicting
values and ideology.

Unfortunately, in Vietnam, a few
ruling elites reject constitutional de-
mocracy and universal values to keep
their power. A consequence is that it is
difficult for the U.S. to promote security
and economic development there with-
out promoting freedom, democracy,
human dignity and the universal values
enshrined in the United Nations Charter
and the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights. If the U.S. focuses only
on building a strong, independent and
prosperous Vietnam, it risks potentially
creating another China. And if that were
to happen, Vietnam would be a major
regional force that would be hostile to
U.S. and ASEAN interests. A commu-
nist Vietnam that disrespects human
rights and human dignity, and does not
want to share power with its people, is a
danger to stability in the region — and
to America’s ability to forge a strong,
united network of states able to stand
with Washington against Beijing.

As the U.S. is tested in the Sino-
American security competition, it needs
allies that possess a shared vision. It
needs a solid partnership that can be
sustained in the face of China’s aggres-
sion. To meet the dangers posed by Bei-
jing, the U.S.-ASEAN partnership must
be based on similar values.

It is critical, therefore, for the U.S.
to realize that communist values and
ideology are the definition of the VCP.
That makes Vietnam a potentially un-
reliable partner for the U.S. and its
democratic allies in the Indo-Pacific.
The U.S. must promote democracy in
Vietnam — and strengthen democracy
in other ASEAN countries — to create
the strongest coalition possible to resist
China’s expansion and avoid the strate-
gic errors of the past.

Lianchao Han is vice president of
Citizen Power Initiatives for China. Af-
ter the Tiananmen Square Massacre in
1989, he was one of the founders of the
Independent Federation of Chinese Stu-
dents and Scholars. He worked in the
U.S. Senate for 12 years, as legislative
counsel and policy director for three
senators.
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Middlesex CC Awarded $735,000
Workforce Training Grant

Lowell, MA — Middlesex Commu-
nity College received $735,000 as part of
the Baker-Polito Administration $15 Mil-
lion Workforce Training Grant awarded
to the 15 Massachusetts community col-
leges.

The funding supports “the creation

and expansion of training programs in
high-demand industries, such as health-
care, education, manufacturing, infor-
mation technology and cybersecurity,”
according to a press release from the Bak-
er-Polito Administration.

“These funds will support what com-
munity colleges do best — providing edu-
cation and training for eligible individuals
ready to enter the workforce,” said Dr. Ar-
lene Rodriguez, MCC’s Provost and Vice
President of Academic and Student Af-
fairs. “Middlesex will focus on both credit
and noncredit programming that can be
completed in a year for positions in high-
demand and much needed fields, such as
healthcare and IT.”

MCC plans to focus on the nurse
assistant, cybersecurity and medical lab
technician, Google IT and pharmacy tech-
nician education and training programs.
As part of the training, individuals will re-
ceive help in transitioning into the work-
force with their knowledge and skills.

“We feel so fortunate to receive
this funding,” said Judy Burke, MCC’s
Executive Director of Institutional Ad-
vancement. “This resource will be a game
changer for unemployed and underem-
ployed workers, as well as our employer
partners across the state, who are strug-
gling to build a strong workforce. MCC
has a rich and robust history of educating
and training our regions’ workforce. This
funding will help those who may be inter-
ested in getting back in the workforce but
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Lowell Police, with Support from the Officer
Sean A. Collier Memorial Fund, Opens Youth Ser-

From Page 04

ner said. "I am proud of the way the City
of Lowell consistently comes together
to support youth activities."

Painted on the walls of the gym
are the cores values of the Lowell Po-
lice Department: Integrity, Respect, Ac-
countability, Knowledge, Sanctity of
Life, and Community.

"They are there to remind those
involved in our program that our core
values are societal values, and are con-
sistent no matter what profession or path
you take in life," said Acting Superin-
tendent Golner. "This facility is an im-
portant step in the Police Department's
commitment to building bridges and re-
lationships with the youth in the City of
Lowell."

Retired MIT Police Sgt. Richard
Sullivan, who worked with Officer Col-
lier, also spoke. He said the Collier Me-
morial Fund is planning more projects
in Lowell, including some involving the
Lowell Police Youth Services Program.

"We'd like to help the city as much

vices Boxing Facility

as we can to keep these kids happy and
off the streets," said Sullivan. "We're go-
ing to be in Lowell for a very long time."

Lowell Mayor Sokhary Chau also
spoke briefly, and State Rep. Rady
Mom, D-Lowell, presented a citation
from the House of Representatives con-
gratulating the Department on the open-
ing of the facility. Centralville District
City Councilor Corey Robinson and
retired Lowell Police Superintendent
Kelly Richardson also attended.

Lowell Police Sgt. Mike Marshall,
officer in charge of the Lowell Police
Youth Services Program, led club mem-
bers through a demonstration of their
warmups and exercises. He said the new
facility will be a place in Lowell for
youth to find positive interactions and
influences.

"This is a place for them to grow
and a place for them to learn," said Sgt.
Marshall.

For more information on joining
the Youth Boxing Club, email: LPDY-
outhServices@lowellma.gov.

Two youth boxers test out brand new speed bags in the new youth boxing
facility. Photo Courtesy Lowell Police Department

Middlesex CC Awarded $735,000
rom page 14 WOTKfOrce Training Grant

need to sharpen their skills have the abil-
ity to take that next step toward advancing
their career.”

Across the state, approximately
1,500 people will participate in the train-
ings at no cost, according to the gover-
nor’s release. Each community college
will be provided funding to serve 75 indi-
viduals. Individuals who are unemployed
or underemployed will have prioritization.
More funding will be provided based on
enrollment needs.

“These grants complement our ad-
ministration’s ongoing work to address the
skills gap by building additional training
capacity at all the Commonwealth’s com-

munity colleges so people have opportuni-
ties to gain hands-on skills and knowledge
in growing industries,” Governor Baker
said. “It is crucial that we provide more
residents with quality training options and
eliminate the gaps between what skills the
Massachusetts workforce has, and what
skills employers need.”

Bunker Hill Community College and
the Massachusetts Association of Com-
munity Colleges will jointly administer
the grant program with the Executive
Office of Education and in consultation
with the Executive Office of Labor and
Workforce Development and the regional
Workforce Investment Boards.
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