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UN Special Raptporteur Proposes

Human Rights Re

By Soben Ung

GENEVA (August 26, 2022) — UN
Special Rapporteur Vitit Muntarbhorn
has issued a 10-point human rights
agenda to improve the human rights
situation in Cambodia, open up civil
and political space and pave the way for

E

orm for Cambodia

democratic reform, during his first offi-
cial visit since his appointment in March
2021.

In his statement, Vitit Muntarbhorn
said the country had achieved much
internationally-recognized progress and
had also ratified most core human rights
treaties.

“Yet Cambodia is faced with a per-
vasive paradox. Since 2017, when the
main opposition party was disbanded
unjustly by judicial order, the country
has effectively been under single-party
rule, with all seats of the National As-
sembly in the hands of that monopoly.
This has led to systemic control by the
powers-that-be, leading to political and
other distortions undermining the call
for a pluralistic democracy,” Muntarb-
horn said.

During his 11-day trip from August
15- 26, Special Rapporteur Muntarb-
horn met with Prime Minister Hun Sen,
a variety of members of civil society,

& TN

ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting: Secretary of State

Antony Blinken Visits Cambodia and the Philippines

Call me for a free quote!

978.221.9970

Jhmmsy:ukﬂ-ﬁ: v mied

(W nmlseansumeracesss org)

dinm:pnw Shmimivgnagm

wyesiganimzmivgaagabnruainnag serlmioniioemlidhg ghmen: oo
] glagnog 21 I
urpignegnd Bhngmigamangn 1 ulit@inhm Evmaidnangrahbyeunuaann

ygeinudodunwmeantgs

(55336 RS SNERSRS LAW OFFICE OF LOUIS S. HASKELL

ity SmuSsmislifial 1087
ip:pAsNenswg G eqo, Iswgges Sngy - mguiad
1fing - minfwne - @:piftuga - ige)

Excellent Service Since 1987

Auto, Truck and Motorcycle Accidents
Immigration = Tax = Bankruptcy
Slip & Fall = Dog Bite
Tax Resolution & Defense

RMOANBANIIUN REgRuASHE!

frodiasgargicalgsibfinet | 859 g3 Willerd, Ste 400, Quincy, MA 02069 [ MuLszesse2
whagron o anim oy maapdgnmransy
Fi g T :Farm@"ﬁ»rmfﬂ wmanig o gﬁ'm.}'aafmm{ﬁ:ag

Thank you far your continued confidence
In our office to handle your fegal and tax matters.
We look forward fo serving you well into the future.

16 Pine Street = Lowell, MA » 978-459-8359 » www.attorneyhaskell.com

Please see /04
ﬁg[,mj?ig'ﬁlgmmfts&iiﬂﬁﬁsg IiSiARSTAIUiiS Al 550 663 BOPHA PEOU
il Migé g2 savinmSagsagislngm Eﬂtj{ﬁﬁs U’gwﬁm B COMEOLTANT
¥ syumsisi¢Aifol MLS49512 NMLS 49512

{l THEROC GROUP
[Ruv]seguugiisigRamen

poibfieess LLE NMLSSO29

OF LERs
i."'"i 5 4




Page.2

ruemcl Ig§09 Agn g bobl

J

KHMERPOST USA

nﬁLﬁﬁiuﬁEﬁiﬁiiSﬁiﬂﬁﬂﬂo iu&L SIARJIRIUIIS
iUl Hlgs Uides Eintiiﬂlﬂﬁﬁ!jﬁnﬁi niffil Sﬂiﬂﬂfl‘ls

tehuss agds fn

o

Ei Gt SfU’UTIm lE]OlE]lE]—iuHL‘S1

gibobm §iigjmsigjsmnin
UEUThBUIRL] Samirmin
UGS A} TN M SIH U T A FUTE

MIVIG UG IIETA IR 15
8 ‘;LviijSS (Antony Blinken) 1S G FUJH
Agwiigu§mivigromisidn
§ to sluigeunym 1sadmy
G R M AR SIUATINAT U
Agm T Ui ganiAfitISyWwms
Ifjt¢juisiainmmsi Raffle Hotel Le
Royal gintimEJINM T 1ANA #01g
& fuds msyumytwinnAsItn
igu(§ is feus Sngumwnige§
(Mfi [488 IHU[F N gRMIvIG
S UAURMIHGItNA 1 S5
B§s b ANsHANI (RIMSEM
gy a ﬁmmsmztmﬂn
SndmnsreugAganisdwneiny
AYLh '

HASYMAJR N MIvilg eu
pytNigEIETA A 84 Hues (Ned
Price) MSIGMENW  IGHAIU
isAgd ldumsimapdfivg
mstampnIsifnuIgugu W
o Agmmsgniainspunum
Ujmsmﬁﬂﬁnh"ﬁiﬁjm“ﬁi 03
Srm spptoisasHEMIEssTI S
Ggsfi IR I ASINAUMINNSMS
TURS{UIG Ui P OIS UT{fis 1

a8 guds msinggj
mrjjnm’&i[:‘ﬁglm Rk fys 18
AN QINHATAAYMATTA]
anminnigiuthnSadsisiyruinsén
i ANy INURAGStIFTISIINm
GS[S*Ingmsams tmEaw §ndmm
Hﬁijtﬁﬁljlj“ﬁmﬁfﬁnﬁt’ﬂ fu§rienn

AUS SunAmnmeans |
[ﬂﬂﬁigiﬂ“[ﬁd Tmsﬁqm‘aj

A AgE§IiAdmn g

Shsrunmust g imstysmm sma

55t ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS'
AND RELATED MEETING

1A 1013 88

ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting: Secretary of State
Antony Blinken Visits Cambodia and the Philippines

By Soben Ung

August 5, 2022 — U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken attended the 55th
ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in

AYMANHN JHANINF Ay sy
AINPMSANNURJPENE SAnNUR]
ATt & (CNRP) T ru{pims
imepmefvenimasig boaal
MoeG sl dmhims
Sl '

IﬂﬂﬁﬁmSﬁLﬁmaijjniuULS
I EﬂjijﬁjnﬁﬁS[uﬂjLni’mSUJZS
AugmAfgsIun M §ooh A
i M gamimisi§nruigrogmiig
HIBIMN :unjLnfmS“wnmmfa‘J
mings M Inudg MU
igGac i2Ggs 1 tnn 168 ysm
U8 (Vitit Muntarbhorn) AN WMiAN
ey egiusHY MU & &
msAwRupuJagus snnfnisinn

migiéfifod

Cambodia. A press conference was giv-
en at Raffle Hotel Le Royal in Phnom
Penh, according the Cambodian govern-
ment press release. Secretary Blinken
met with Prime Minister Hun Sen and
Deputy Prime Minister Prak Sokhonn,
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional Cooperation. $25 millions in aid
was announced to help promote food
security and economic growth in Cam-
bodia’s agriculture sector.

The U.S. State Department’s
spokesperson Ned Price released a sum-
mary of the meeting which discussed
the worsening crisis in Burma, and
that Cambodia has an important role as
ASEAN Chair in co-sponsoring two UN
resolutions condemning the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine.

Secretary Blinken asked Cambo-
dian Prime Minister Hun Sen to be fully
transparent about activities by the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China at Ream Naval

Base, emphasizing that Chinese military
presence in Cambodia would risk dam-
aging Cambodia’s sovereignty, regional
security, and ASEAN unity.

The Secretary also urged the Prime
Minister to reopen civic and political
space ahead of the 2023 elections and
make progress on democracy and to
respect human rights by ensuring all
Cambodians, including Kem Sokha, co-
leader of main opposition party CNRP
who was charged with treason in 2017,
can participate freely in the political
process.

He also pressed the Prime Minister
to release activists detained on politi-
cally motivated charges such as Theary
Seng, an American Cambodian civil
rights defender who was convicted and
sentenced to 6 years in prison on June
14. Similar demands were also recom-
mended by the UN Special Rapporteur
Vitit Muntarbhorn during his official
visit to Cambodia on August 26.

The Cambodian press release, on
the other hand, omitted any mention the
U.S. State Department’s urging of open-
ing of political space ahead of the 2023
elections and failed any mention of de-
mocracy or human rights. It only men-
tioned in general term that “the United
States will continue to strengthen good
relations with Cambodia on the basis of
existing cooperation, such as trade and
development assistance.” Cambodia has
increased its ties with China in recent
years, ignoring U.S. calls for opening
the democratic and civic space.

Following House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan on August 2,
numerous other high-level U.S. officials
travelled to the region to strengthen the
ties with ASEAN. The tension between
the U.S. and China showed during the
ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in
Cambodia. It was reported that Chinese
State Counselor and Foreign Minister
Wang Yi left the meeting prior to the
evening Gala due to the presence of
U.S. Secretary of State Blinken. The ar-
gument over Taiwan also was lively dur-
ing the meeting according to a report by
Reuter. The U.S. declared that it would
back Taiwan’s military should China at-
tack. As a result of Pelosi’s visit, China
responded angrily by launching missiles
exercises off Taiwan’s coast, China also
cut off military communications with
the U.S. and as well as their participa-
tion in combating climate change.

After Cambodia, Secretary Blinken
visited the Philippines and met with
newly elected President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr. In a press conference in Manila,
Secretary Blinken reaffirmed the United
State’s commitment to the U.S - Philip-
pines Mutual Defense Treaty. He said
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o 30 Looted Antiquities Returned

to Cambodia

By Khmer Post USA

New York -- the United States
Attorney announced 30 Cambodian
statues and artifacts will be returned
to Cambodia as a result of joint inves-
tigation with U.S. Homeland Security
and the Cambodian government. The
antiquities were stolen from Cambo-
dia several decades ago as part of an
organized looting network and sold by
antiquities dealer Douglas Latchford.

Cambodian Ambassador to the
United States Keo Chhea received the
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antiquities during a ceremony at the
U.S. Attorney’s Office in New York on
August 8, 2022. According to a press
release by the Cambodia Ministry of
culture and Fine Arts, which stated
“there are several Buddhist and Hin-
du statues, such as the extraordinary
sculptures of ‘Skanda on a Peacock’
and ‘Ganesha’ that were removed
about two decades ago from temples
at Koh Ker, the former royal capital of
the Khmer Empire in the 10th century.
Koh Ker was the target of widespread
looting over a number of years during
the war.”

U.S. Attorney Damian Williams
said, “Today we celebrate the return
of Cambodia’s cultural heritage to
the Cambodian people, and reaffirm
our commitment to reducing the illicit
trafficking of art and antiquities. It is
with great pleasure that we send the
Skanda on a Peacock and the rest of
these artworks on the final leg of their
journey home.”

In 1970 when General Lon Nol
removed King Sihanouk as head of
state, the Vietnamese army launched
an attack on Phnom Penh, which
plunged Cambodia into war for the
next two decades. Backed by com-
munist countries, the Khmer Rouge
defeated Lon Nol in 1975 and reigned

for 4 years, only to be defeated in 1979
by a second Vietnamese invasion and
occupation that lasted until the 1991
Paris Peace Agreements.

During two decades of war, Cam-
bodian statues and other artifacts were
stolen from Koh Ker and other archeo-
logical sites in Cambodia and entered
the international art market through
an organized looting network, accord-
ing to a press release by U.S. Attorney
Office. “Local teams of looters would
first remove the statues from the origi-
nal sites. The statues would then be
transported to the Cambodia-Thailand
border, and transferred to brokers, who
would in turn transport them to Khmer
artifacts dealers located in Thailand,
particularly Bangkok. These dealers
would sell the artifacts to local or in-
ternational customers, who would ei-
ther retain the pieces or sell them on
the international art market.”

Bangkok-based antiquities dealer
Douglas Latchford, a/k/a “Pakpong
Kriangsak™ sold the antiquities to in-
dividuals in the western art market,
private collectors and museums. It’s
hard to know much Latchford had sold
over the years as he hired an offshore
finance company to handle his trust,
which his family claimed it was for
tax and estate planning purpose, ac-
cording to the pandora papers report.

In 2019, Latchford was charged
by the U.S. Attorney Office with wire
fraud conspiracy and other crimes re-
lated to a multiple-year scheme to sell
looted Cambodian antiquities on the
international art market, primarily by
creating false provenance documents
and falsifying invoices and shipping
documents. The indictment was ulti-
mately dismissed after his death.

In February 2019, Latchford’s
daughter, Nawapan Kriansak, former-
ly known as Julia Ellen Latchford Co-
pleston, said the family relinquished
her father’s $50 million collection of
Khmer antiquities and will repatri-
ate them to Cambodia. There were
125 pieces of ancient Cambodian art
which are owned by private collectors.
Some of the world’s renown museum
such as the Metropolitan Museum of
Art, the Denver Art Museum and the
Cleveland Museum of Art have Cam-
bodian antiquities from Latchford.

Ricky J. Patel, Acting Special
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UN Special Raptporteur Proposes

Human Rights Re
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UN agencies and concerned communi-
ties and individuals. He saw a peaceful
demonstration by NAGA World work-
ers, met local government officials in
Sihanoukville to learn of the situation
of cybercrimes that are linked with hu-
man trafficking and exploitations, and
met with communities displaced or
evicted by land development and flood-
ing caused by the conversion of lakes
into commercial land. During his visit,
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Muntarbhorn also met with opposition
party members and independent com-
mentators who have faced harassment
or legal charges.

Muntarbhorn urged the Cambo-
dian government to adopt the 10-point
"Cambodian Human Rights Action
Agenda" expeditiously and effectively
by suspending and reforming draconian
laws, ensuring election-related person-
nel are separated from political parties
and ending the prosecution of the politi-
cal opposition and human rights defend-
ers.

He recommended releasing all
those currently in prison and dropping
charges against those who are seen as
adversaries by the authorities and im-
proving the quality of law enforcers by
proper recruitment, incentivization and
clear separation from political authority.

On June 14, the Cambodian court
convicted 51 members and activists of
the dissolved Cambodia National Res-
cue Party (CNRP) with charges of “in-
citement” and conspiracy.” Many defen-
dants were sentenced up to eight years
in prison, at least four defenders were

orm for Cambodia

already detained, and 27 of the defen-
dants are living in exile, many top party
leaders including Deputy Vice President
Mu Sochua, former CNRP President
Sam Rainsy and a well-known Cam-
bodian American civil rights defender
Theary C. Seng.

Since the dissolution of the CNRP
party in 2017, the crackdown on oppo-
sition party members and activists have
intensified. Hundreds of CNRP mem-
bers were summoned to court, at least
78 faced politically motivated charges,
most were released on bail on December
2019, but the fake charges were never
dropped and those charges continued to
hang over their necks.

President of CNRP Kem Sokha
was arrested in September 2017 and
charged with treason. This was appar-
ently of lesser priority for the Cambo-
dian court, as his hearing was delayed
for two years until this January, while
Phnom Penh judges was busy packing
hundreds of other CNRP members into
their courtroom.

“The show trial of members of an
opposition party that has long since
been dissolved by the courts exposes the
Hun Sen government’s fear of any ves-
tige of democracy in Cambodia,” said
Phil Robertson, deputy Asia director at
Human Rights Watch. “Foreign govern-
ments, the United Nations, and donors
should press the government to squash
these convictions and end its broad at-
tack on Cambodia’s remaining civic and
democratic space.”

With single-party rule since 2017,
after ousting the only viable opposition
party CNRP, which received nearly 50%
of national assembly seats voted by the
people, the 2022 commune elections al-
lowed the ruling party to sweep 80% of
the local council seats, with only a few
gained by small opposition parties. The
political and democratic space in Cam-
bodia is going opposite to the multiparty
rule that the Paris Peace Accords prom-
ised to the Cambodian people.

"This is a country with a bright fu-
ture, but it faces a number of severe hu-
man rights challenges in the lead up to
next year’s general election," said Spe-
cial Rapporteur Muntarbhorn. With the
incoming national elections in 2023, he
recommended changes as follows:

The National Election Committee
need to be more pluralistic and inclusive
in the recruitment process, and election
personnel at all levels need to distance
themselves from political parties to en-
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30 Looted Antiquities Returned

From Page 03

Agent in charge of the Homeland
Security Investigation in New York
said, “these antiquities were ripped
from their country...many are sacred
artifacts pried from temples and pal-

(TE S UG HIIA ("CBP")

A A un an
UTHIIBTAUGIA

o A
a
g
n 2

aces to be smuggled across borders
and peddled by those seeking profit,
without any regard to the intangible

to Cambodia

value they have to the people of their
homeland. These artifacts belong to
the people of Cambodia, and we are
proud to participate in their recovery
and their return home.”

The antiquities repatriated to
Cambodia are sandstone and bronze
sculptures and artifacts, ranging in age
from the Bronze Age to the 12th Cen-
tury, which were either removed ille-
gally from Cambodia by looters, im-
ported into the United States based on
false statements to US Customs and
Border Protection (“CBP”), or both.

Cambodian US Ambassador Keo
Chhea praised the collaboration be-
tween the US and the Cambodian gov-
ernment to help the return of Khmer
cultural heritage, and said they need to
continue to fight to prevent more loot-
ing.
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Have Aches & Pain?
We Can Help.

@ Injuries from Auto Accident
@ Slip & Fall
& Chronic Arthritis

ical rehabilitation

Eastern Physicial Therapy
851 Middlesex Street, Suite 1 Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-677-6333 Fax: 978-677-6982
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URBAN REAL ESTATE
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Residential

Leasing Center_ \ 2

508 Westford Street ¢ Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 454-0444

i ms
MAMNIHGIR:{$h)]
Daniel Tan

Real Estate Agent
Cell: 978-902-6354

IHBBIRITINBIS 62565 HLRIIT (ISR
KK Insurance Agency, Inc.

508 Westford Street
Lowell, MA 01851
978-970-2212

kk@kkinsurancema.com
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Lowell Primary Care Center

INARGUNNS § aN1g, M.D. A% ME §0 , C.N.P.
Sokharith Mey, M.D. Chhan Touch, C.N.P.
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Y
Now Accepting New Patients

Sgigl I8N

Y
Family Medicine & Behavioral Health
HIRTHIEN
1075 Westford Street, Unit 204 ¢« Lowell, MA 01851 ¢ (978) 455-7992
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We Accept MassHealth, Medlcare and Other Health Insurances
Our Staff Speaks Khmer e Plenty of Free Parking
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Rural America, A Place Everyone Can Call Home

When we talk about what it means
to build a strong and prosperous com-
munity in rural America, we’re de-
scribing “rural livability.” It’s a simple
phrase that can encompass so much,
like access to healthcare, transportation
options, walkable amenities, available
and affordable housing. For some, con-
nectivity to high speed internet, finan-
cial opportunity, and a strong sense of
community are the most important. For
others it’s new roads and bridges, a new
community health center or improved
electric grids and water systems. But
out of all these factors, the most per-
sonal aspect of livability is often the
place where we all build our lives — our
homes.

At USDA Rural
(RD), we know the impact owning a

Development

home can make in a rural town. Since
1949, we’ve helped over 4.8 million
rural people take the major step of be-
coming a homeowner, supporting them
to put down roots while contributing to
their town’s livability and making Amer-
ica more prosperous. Grants, loans, and
loan guarantees from USDA RD and

its partners help make rural America a
place everyone can call home.

While homeownership is a good fit
for many, plenty of rural people engage

with their community by renting a home.
Renting a single- or multi-family home
allows for flexibility, an especially valu-
able benefit at many stages of a person’s

life. But currently, over 40,000 tenants
are rent overburdened, spending more
than 30 percent of their incomes on rent.
Rental assistance through USDA RD
helps rural people realize those opportu-

nities afforded by renting, freeing more
income for families to build wealth or to
invest in their communities.

This kind of support is critical, as

rising housing costs aren’t just a factor
in large cities. Rural communities across
America are facing the same challenges.
In areas with an influx of new residents,
housing costs can increase for those
who don’t own homes, sometimes forc-
ing relocation further from town, dis-
rupting rural communities.

When you own or rent a home,
you're invested in and connected to
where you live. Homeownership in par-
ticular is often a consequential step to-
wards building wealth and bolstering a
community. And while rural America is
a place of promise and great opportuni-
ty, that opportunity has not been equita-
ble. So, it's notable that rural areas have
a lower poverty rate than urban centers,
and a higher home ownership rate[1].
Both bode well for the future of rural
towns, but we can do better especially
when it comes to racial disparities. The
gap in homeownership between White
and Black Americans persists year
over year, with about 30% fewer Black
Americans owning homes. Working di-
rectly with rural communities, USDA
RD aims to close the homeownership
gap among rural Black Americans
and empower other communities who
haven't been afforded the chance to own
a home going back generations.

USDA’s
ing Programs are powerful tools rural
people can use to become homeowners

Single-Family Hous-

solidly rooted in their town, sparking
engagement in the community while
contributing to its livability.

Article by USDA Rural
Development

v Personal Loans
v Home Loans
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' Enterpri

You can count on us.
v" Checking and Savings Accounts
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EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER
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EnterpriseBanking.com | 877-671-2265
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Home Care Agenc

Group Adults Foster Care Program
EOIBSBEBIPERIDISTIISESDS POSELIDPDIHD [HaSIIDASTSIAEST
BIFEFIBISIBIOIS 1 A5 B5IRePIDFBFRVFHTBTIBIPHOIPBY 1

At no Cost to you

inrhit g\ afamneg s Nig i i SN A AThoEsAniN g AshF Imsii N EhwREy{ATA
tgfnin el i N 181 (Nurse), Case Manager 81 Home Health Aide
YEITRNBAIAMEAGENT 88AE Bhmsmumingiglugnntiias 1 GiftnnEhATE Lowell,
Lynn, Revere, Boston Ehﬁﬁﬁlfﬁm

ffjfgfij’ffg’n _ e live in subsidized or public housing
muy OB gingrieg! e age 22 years and older

s i e eligible for Masshealth Standard

BRs Iﬂﬂﬁgﬂ’ WHS : . )
I’P s .f e : ‘ 'y Benefits you will get:
o FAUTOFIGNVISHIY FVUGIIHSGS S ERINUTHY o
4. % ¥ * 2 = ok e personal care service in your home,

Fggmryiﬁrrﬁﬁmﬁ}rgi’@mﬁ?g T
. ﬁgmrﬁmr@ﬁ@ﬁﬁm&f’ﬁﬁ e Medication Managemant
. fﬁsmffﬁfﬁmgfﬂgﬁmgrggym Fnurrgfanm e an individual care plan developed by a registered
é\‘i‘mf? Sarsrrngl ¢ i nurse and case manager
. ﬁmﬁfmrfﬁrmﬁﬁ@?fmim@ﬂﬁmUﬁugm'* e ongoing monitoring of needs
o AHIIHHIGHRITARDETEIS e 24-hour access to services

(S BN LS BRIHROBH
To register, please contact:

Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
Office: 144 Merrimack St., Suite 404. Lowell, MA 01852
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UN Special Raptporteur Proposes

Human Rights Re

From Page 04

sure their impartiality. Local authorities
should not be present near polling sta-
tions and the public should be allowed
to monitor the vote counting process
nearby, and the voting results should be
posted publicly for cross-checking. He

1NN U 1] BURDUE SMYWERNINANS

thyw S MiAL{RR N WUR]
fyWwHOsmnig oo unui
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ME™H (CNRP) IH Ut B NNURA]
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o

also called for a law to expose campaign
finance, and stop the intimidation and
harassment of opposition parties and in-
dependent commentators.

Special Rapporteur Muntarbhorn
said, “Regrettably, various negative in-
cidents were evident in the process lead-
ing up to the commune elections and
these included the delisting of several

orm for Cambodia

candidates under questionable circum-
stances. There is also the anomaly of
various prosecutions (now taking place)
of those who question the election re-
sults.”

He called for independent observ-
ers to monitor the next national election
in 2023, while observers close to politi-
cal parties should only have limited ac-
cess. "This must be complemented by
more breathing space — “political aera-
tion” - to enjoy freedom of expression,
freedom of peaceful assembly and other
rights in keeping with international
standards in the pre-vote, vote, and post-
vote phases," he said.

Muntarbhorn said he was also
pleased to meet a variety of different
stakeholders during the visit. These in-
cluded women human rights defenders,
environmental defenders, members of
non-governmental organizations, trade
unions, media groups, farmer groups
and youth / child groups.

“Many complained of intimidation
and harassment by the authorities. Sev-
eral had been prosecuted and impris-
oned for their work, and criminal charg-
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SERVICES

Auto Accidents/
Bankruptcy
Immigration

Consumer Protection

Law Office of
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ATTORNEY AT LAW
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Personal Injury e

1550 Middlesex Street Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-458-0934 | at@rosataing.com
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¢ Nationalists Petition Against Vietnamese

Language Department

NAT SOPHEAP VOD
A small group of youth activists

submitted a petition to the Education
Ministry asking it to cancel the forma-
tion of a Vietnamese language depart-
ment at the Royal University of Phnom
Penh’s Institute of Foreign Languages.

Raising historical territorial issues
and lingering anti-Vietnamese senti-
ment, around 10 activists said they
wanted to “avoid the inflow of foreign
cultures.”

They were backed by anti-Viet-

.

L

‘e W

Thel Thilen, one of the people protesting the start of a Vietnamese lan-
guage department at the Royal University of Phnom Penh, photographed
on August 29, 2022. (Hean Rangsey/VOD)

ANt Shms{numsanmiad
EFR{AWE” (B SIT IHAGH
MANUgIFye

ffrus msSuntson (peaisId
{Aegnu e [aSmnivasibig
RN A G UUMYGNY
SUHGWSMI{UYUE UMARY
tentseu T Arpm s rusuuasI
dsumnfninimnn whss
f{gSgmisin Myt
No{uIAE St 9

SR AN PO M a
P U] mIniguisiyng
yitg ey miteuss Matdums
IGRS) ShuuigmiusnfnuIen
AYTANAUN AN AT 6§
UGU[§”

" tan i aigs s{§umningmu
FINAES VOD B INNAGHE]
(A ey figinmins eirnnives
FURYNSWINS

‘e SheuAignSwipi
NP ATAN AT AR ATS
miviapaaasal. Aigm sgoit
Sndng oAl s s s
FIAN AN YIS AUREINIE ]

namese unionist Rong Chhun, who later
said: “As we already know the yuon
have nothing to be honest about with
Cambodia.”

Anti-Vietnamese sentiment has
been a touchstone of opposition politics
for years, sparking occasional racially
charged riots, though the Candlelight
Party earlier this year distanced itself
from the racism. In 2017, the govern-
ment also began revoking official docu-
mentation held by ethnic Vietnamese
residents of Cambodia, and last year
evicted communities living along the
shores of Phnom Penh.

Many nationalists cite last century’s
ceding of Kampuchea Krom to Vietnam
by French colonizers, as well as the
Vietnam-backed occupation of Cam-
bodia from the late 1970s that liberated
the country from the Khmer Rouge, as
justification for their prejudice. Ethnic
Khmers in Vietnam often still face the
suppression of their culture, and Khmer

nationalists tit-for-tat resist Vietnamese
culture here.

One protester, Orn Ratana, said on
Monday that Vietnam had ongoing am-
bitions to invade Cambodia, and com-
plained of ethnic Vietnamese living in
the country.

“We have seen city governors and
officials in all districts help compromise
based on requests from the Vietnamese
side for Vietnamese people who are il-
legal migrants to [allow them to] legally
live,” Ratana said. “This is the point that
I cannot accept for the Vietnamese lan-
guage in Cambodia.”

Another, Thel Thilen, claimed that
activists had gathered from 25 prov-
inces on Monday, though there were
only around 10 individuals present, and
warned of “large-scale” protests if the
language department went ahead.

“If the ministry denies [our re-
quest], we will put pressure in line with
the law, and there could be a gathering
or a peaceful demonstration, because
our movement is not against the gov-
ernment, nor does it favor any political
tendency. It is for the national benefit,”
Thilen said.

“We are solving the nation’s issue
in order to avoid the inflow of the for-
eign cultures — especially the nation
that has had intentions and ambitions
against Cambodia since ancient times to
the present.”

Chhun, the unionist, told VOD that
he wanted the ministry to consider the
youth activists’ request.

“The ministry and university have
to explain clearly the reasons for the for-
mation [of the department] ... because
as we already know the yuon have noth-
ing to be honest about with Cambodia.”

Education Ministry spokesman
Ros Soveacha declined to comment on
Monday, but the ministry and Prime
Minister Hun Sen have both previously
said that a department to teach a neigh-
boring country’s language has benefits.
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UN Special Raptporteur Proposes

Human Rights Re

From Page 11

es were still hanging over them like the
sword of Damocles,” he said.

Human Rights Watch documented
in its report more than 50 political pris-
oners in pretrial detention or in prison,
including political opposition members,
human rights defenders, land and envi-
ronmental activists, and journalists.

There are a variety of laws that con-

strain the media and non-governmental
organization from doing their work.
There are criminal laws, Telecom-relat-
ed laws and the Single Internet Gateway
decree which needs to be repealed ac-
cording to Special Rapporteur Muntarb-
horn report.

The Single Internet Gateway
law allows the government to con-
duct individuals
using social media, which violates the
freedom of expression, privacy and
sense of security among media person-
nel and others.

surveillance on

orm for Cambodia

Muntarbhorn said trade unionists
reported that they’ve been threaten and
intimidated for advocating for labor
rights and the guarantee of minimum
wage. Members of local and indig-
enous communities complained they
also received threats and intimidation
for working to protect the forests. They
asked that the law should recognize
their role in working to protect such ar-
eas, and respect their rites and rituals.

He added that farmer groups
voiced the land grabbing issue, some
were victims of violence perpetrated by
the authorities as they tried to advocate
for their rights. The court was used as
a tool against them to limit their rights
to express, assemble and participate
peacefully.

Additionally, Cambodia has re-
cently become a destination country
for human trafficking versus being the
source of human trafficking in the past.
Muntarbhorn said human trafficking
victims who were duped into working
for online scam companies in Cambodia
were experiencing a “living hell” often
resulting in torture and even death. He
called for stronger and active counter-
measures, and the welcome of interna-
tional cooperation and support.

The Cambodian government is-
sued a press release after Special Rap-
porteur Muntarbhorn issued this report.
It denied any wrong doing and said that
“his statement remains largely biased,
prejudiced, and unfound on a number of
issues.”

The expert’s second report on hu-
man rights in Cambodia will be released
in September 2022.
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ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting: Secretary of State
Antony Blinken Visits Cambodia and the Philippines

From Page 02

that “an armed attack on Philippines’
armed forces, public vessels, or aircraft
in the South China Sea would invoke a
U.S mutual defense commitments under
that treaty.” He said what happen in the
Taiwan Strait affects the entire region.
“Almost half the global container fleet,
nearly 90 percent of the world’s largest

U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, right, is greeted by Taiwan's Foreign Min-
ister Joseph Wu in Taipei, Taiwan, Aug. 2, 2022.

Pres1dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr
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ships, pass through the Taiwan Strait
this year. Since their missile launches,
Beijing has taken an irresponsible step.”
The conflicts between two superpower
countries the US and China isn’t some-
thing the ASEAN state members want
to choose side because of their econom-
ic development, regional stability and

peace.

ASEAN’s response to the military
junta’s coup last year has been slow
and divided, unable to bring any real
change while Myanmar plunged into
civil war and fell under a state of cri-
sis. The Cambodian Prime Minister’s
friendliness with the Junta drew sharp

Chinese State Councilor and Foreign
Minister Wang Yi

criticism; however, the military leaders
are banned from ASEAN meetings as
the Cambodian Foreign Minister cited
that the execution of democracy activ-
ists last month upset ASEAN leaders
and their attitudes have changed.

The significance of the ASEAN
bloc still draws attention from super-
power countries like China and the US
although the regional collaboration re-
main weak as each country is experienc-
ing many levels of democratic decline.
Vietnam, for example, is a communist
country which has no democratic elec-
tions. However, the US chose to have
close ties with Vietnam in order to fight
back China’s influence in the region (is
an old playbook). Cambodia became a
one-party rule in 2017 under strongman
Hun Sen for more than three decades,
and make alliance between China and
the US, depending on who it considers
a better friend.
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MassDOT Aeronautics Administrator Jef-
frey DeCarlo Named Chair of World Eco-
nomic Forum's Advanced and Urban Aer-
ial Mobility Cities and Regions Coalition

MassDOT Aeronautics Adminis-
trator Jeffrey DeCarlo Named Chair of
World Economic Forum's Advanced
and Urban Aerial Mobility Cities and
Regions Coalition

BOSTON - Jeffrey DeCarlo, Ed.D.,
PMP, ATP, Administrator of the Aero-
nautics Division of the Massachusetts
Department of Transportation (Mass-
DOT), has been appointed inaugural
chair of the Advanced and Urban Aerial
Mobility Cities and Regions Coalition
of the World Economic Forum.

The Coalition is helping cities and
regions plan for Advanced and Urban
Aerial Mobility, which encompasses
emerging aviation technologies such
as vertical takeoff and landing, short
takeoff and landing, alternative energy
sources, uncrewed aircraft/drones, and
autonomous navigation.

"I'm honored to guide the Coalition
on the first leg of its mission with our
local innovation mobility partner, Mas-
sAutonomy,”" said Administrator De-
Carlo. "Next-gen aviation technology
promises to move people and goods in a
way that's cleaner, quieter, more versa-
tile, and more equitable than ever. Since
aviation depends on a vast network of
cities and regions, we all benefit by
sharing best practices on issues such as
safety, economic viability, infrastructure
planning, equity, community input, and
policy options.”

DeCarlo brings more than 30 years
of aviation experience with the military,
industry, academia and government. He
is a former United States Air Force and
airline pilot with over 10,000 hours in
fighter and commercial aircraft, and is
a graduate of the US Air force (USAF)
Fighter Weapons School.

DeCarlo has a doctorate (Ed.D.) in
Education, Leadership and Technology
from Dowling College, a M.A. in Busi-
ness Administration and Management
from Webster University, and a B.S. in
Accounting from Marist College. He
holds an FAA Air Transport Pilot (ATP)
certificate and is a Project Management
Institute certified Project Management
Professional (PMP).

In academia, DeCarol was a co-
leader of a college aviation school for
more than a decade, providing leader-
ship for the academic flight operations,
and research and technology divisions.
As a principal investigator for NASA

and U.S. Department of Education spon-
sored projects, his team developed an
air traffic control and airport operations
simulation system which combined au-

Jeffrey DeCarlo, Ed.D.,

dio, text and imagery in an interactive
environment.

"We're delighted to have someone
of Administrator DeCarlo's caliber lead
the Coalition through its initial stage,"
said David Hyde, Aerospace Lead for
the World Economic Forum. "To meet
our key planning and collaboration
milestones, Jeff can leverage his unique
breadth of aviation experience, not only
as head of MassDOT Aeronautics, but
as a former U.S. Air Force and airline
pilot, as co-leader of a college aviation
school, and as principal investigator for
NASA and U.S. Department of Educa-
tion-sponsored projects developing air
traffic control and airport operations
simulation systems.”

The World Economic Forum
https://www.weforum.org/ brings to-
gether leaders from across the globe
to improve the state of the world. The
Forum launched the Advanced and Ur-
ban Aerial Mobility Cities and Regions
Coalition in March of 2022 to ensure
that next-gen aviation systems are safe,
clean, efficient, and equitable world-
wide. The Coalition builds on the work
of the Urban-Air-Mobility Initiative Cit-
ies Community (UIC2) of the European
Union's Smart Cities Marketplace. As a
founding Coalition member, UIC2 rep-
resents 39 European cities and regions.
Other founding Coalition members
include Amsterdam, Incheon (South
Korea), Massachusetts, Neom (Saudi
Arabia), Orlando, Los Angeles, fle-de-
France (Paris region), and Sao Paulo.
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