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Nick Sells UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres views a wall of photographs of prisoners of the Khmer Rouge regime in

"M s one of the rooms of Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, the site of the infamous Security Prison S-21 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
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Cambodia: In visit to genocide museum, UN chief
warns of the dangers of hate and persecution

From Front Page

Phnom Penh, on Sunday.

Mr. Guterres was speaking at the
Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, memo-
rial site of the infamous S-21 interro-
gation and detention centre under the
bloody regime, which lasted from 1975
to 1979.

‘An essential reminder’

It is estimated that up to 18,000
people from across Cambodia were
brought to the facility, located in a for-
mer secondary school in the heart of the

capital.
nly a few survived.

“Tuol Sleng is an essential remind-
er. Its bloodstained bricks and tiles are a
warning to us all: This is what happens
when hatred runs rampant. This is what
happens when human beings are per-
secuted, and human rights are denied,”
said Mr. Guterres.

Forced labour and executions

The Secretary-General was at the
Museum to pay tribute to all the victims
and survivors of the Khmer Rouge's
brutality throughout Cambodia.

The regime followed a radical ide-
ology rooted in different communist be-
liefs and politics. Religion, traditions,
and deep-rooted family relations were
forbidden.

People were forced to leave major
cities to work in agricultural communes
in the countryside.

Institutions such as schools, pago-
das, industries and factories were de-
stroyed, and intellectuals, professionals
and monks were killed.

Overall, nearly two million people,
roughly a quarter of the population, are
thought to have died during these years
of forced labour, starvation, torture and
execution.

Photographed,
killed

People brought to Tuol Sleng were
photographed and many were tortured,
for example to extract false confessions
that they were secret agents of the Unit-
ed States government.

interrogated and

Prisoners were detained, inter-
rogated and killed, or taken to another
site on the outskirts of the capital called
Choeung Ek, one of the many “killing
fields” where mass executions were car-
ried out.

Most of the rooms at Tuol Sleng
have been kept in the same condition as
they were when the Khmer Rouge were
ousted by invading Vietnamese troops.

“The suffering that took place with-
in these walls is horrific and shocking.
The stories of survival and resilience are
moving and inspiring,” the Secretary-
General remarked.

Pledge to never forget

Mr. Guterres thanked the Muse-
um for its extraordinary work to raise
awareness of the atrocities committed
under the Khmer Rouge, as part of ef-
forts to ensure they can never happen
again.

He recalled that the Extraordinary
Chambers in the Court of Cambodia
have held regime leaders accountable
for these crimes and provided a voice to
victims and survivors.

“Their voices are more important
than ever, at a time when hate speech,
abuse, discrimination and harassment
are on the rise in every corner of the
world,” he said.

Uphold inclusion and dignity

The UN chief stressed that preserv-
ing the memory of those who suffered
and died at Tuol Sleng will help to pre-
vent atrocities from being repeated.

“I promised to tell the story that I
heard from one of the survivors to my
granddaughters and I’1l tell them to con-
vey that story to their grandchildren.
It is essential that the memory of what
happened here is never lost,” he said.

“By learning to recognize the first
warning signs of genocide and other
atrocity crimes, and honouring the val-
ues of inclusion and dignity, we can lay
the foundations for a future in which
such horrors can never happen again.”

The Secretary-General was in
Cambodia to address the latest meet-
ing between the UN and the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
held last Friday in the capital.

He will next head to Bali to attend
the G20 summit, which begins on Tues-
day.

The UN chief travelled to the re-
gion from Egypt, host of the COP27 UN
climate change conference which con-
cludes on Friday.



KHMERPOST USA ISSUE 346, JAN 01, 2023 Page.3

sRpastjemagisas
Lowell Primary Care Center

Chhan Touch, FNP-BC Nalyne Dom, FNP-BC Sophor Chhour, LMHC Practice Manager

W6 §0 o si00n o Channa Khan, CMA
’ s ' ; HAIADAAMIngTY

msam 218
foqie IR e O IR KRR &S
b/ (- b

2
Now Accepting New Patients

Sgigl I8N

¥ )
Family Medicine & Behavioral Health

HIRTHIEN
1075 Westford Street, Unit 204 ¢« Lowell, MA 01851 ¢ (978) 455-7992

¢e SHSHEN It S, RIS i m SN ﬁijmﬁJﬁ E]‘I@]ﬁ
Tjﬁ AT RIS 9 8 b BIA ﬁ.ﬂiﬂi’

1
We Accept MassHealth, Medicare and Other Health Insurances

Our Staff Speaks Khmer e Plenty of Free Parking




Page.4 ruemed i§o9 whn g bobim KHMERPOST USA
. . ol ) o (-]
Lowell Year in Review: 2022 Sjpiisjiins insopfsiiuniigis Wowls
By Richard Howe an and the first lesbian to be elected to v

Here are ten events, local and na-
tional, that were significant in Lowell
politics in 2022:

The first City Council and School
Committee elected under the newly
adopted hybrid system of local govern-
ment took office in January. Three coun-
cilors were elected city-wide, and eight
were elected from neighborhood dis-
tricts (one per district). On the School
Committee, two members were elected
city-wide, and four were elected from
neighborhood districts (one per district
with two council districts combined to
create one School Committee district).
This new system was the result of a
settlement of a lawsuit brought against
the city by minority residents on the
grounds that the city’s all at large meth-
od of electing councilors and School
Committee members diluted the vote
of minority communities in violation of
the federal Voting Rights Act.

On inauguration day, the City
Council elected Sokhary Chau to be

Sokhary Chau, 1st Cambodian
Mayor in the U.S history

mayor. He was the first mayor of Cam-
bodian descent in the city’s history.

Early in its term, the City Council
rejected City Manager Fileen Dono-
ghue’s request for a one year extension
of her contract so her tenure as City
Manager came to end.

The City Council elected State
Representative Tom Golden to succeed
Eileen Donoghue as City Manager.

Former Mayor and City Councilor
Rodney Elliott was elected to succeed
Golden in the 16th Middlesex Repre-
sentative District. Elliott defeated Zoe
Dzineku in the Democratic Primary and
Republican Karla Miller in the General
Election.

In November, the voters of Massa-
chusetts elected Attorney General Mau-
ra Healy to be the next Governor of the
Commonwealth. Healy is the first wom-

that office. (Licutenant Governor Jane
Swift became Governor when Paul Cel-
lucci resigned to become US Ambassa-
dor to Canada, but she was not elected
to the office).

Also in November, voters elected
women to four of the five other Consti-
tutional offices in the Commonwealth.
The winners were Lieutenant Governor
Kim Diriscoll; Attorney General An-
drea Campbell; State Treasurer Debo-
rah Goldberg; and State Auditor Diana
DiZoglio. Secretary of State William
Galvin was also reelected. He will be
the sole male Constitutional officer this
term.

Nationwide, Democratic candi-
dates confounded pundits and history by
outperforming expectations in the mid-
term Congressional elections with the
Democrats winning or already holding
51 seats in the US Senate and, although
the Democrats lost their slim majority in
the House, the number of seats lost by
Democrats was far fewer than expected.

= )
om Golden, Lowell City Man-
ager. Photo by Jen Myer

Residents of Lowell, like people
in the rest of the country, were hit hard
economically in 2022 by high inflation,
especially for gasoline and housing.
The Federal Reserve’s effort to curtail
inflation by raising interest rates will
also harm residents in the short run by
making home mortgages, car loans, and
credit card purchases more expensive.

The city of Lowell benefited fis-
cally from large infusions of pandemic-
related aid payments, however, by the
end of the calendar year the council had
to deal with runaway overtime spending
by the Fire Department and a substantial
deficit in the Parking Enterprise Fund.
Despite extensive council discussions of
both issues, no clear solution to either
was identified which ensures that they
will persists as fiscal challenges in 2023
and beyond.
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m Cambodia: Immediately Release and

Drop Charges Against Union Leader
Chhim Sithar

Joint Statement from Amnesty In-
ternational and Human Rights Watch

Amnesty International and Human
Rights Watch call on the Cambodian
authorities to immediately and uncon-
ditionally release from detention Chhim
Sithar, leader of Labor Rights Supported
Union (LRSU) of Khmer Employees of
NagaWorld, and drop all charges against
her. She is being detained solely for her
work defending workers’ rights, in vio-
lation of international human rights law.

On 26 November 2022, Sithar was
returning from a trip to Australia when

Union protesters hold a photo of Chhim Sithar, president of the Labor Rights Supported Union of
Khmer Employees of NagaWorld, and call on authorities to release her and detained members,
during a rally in Phnom Penh, January 11, 2022. 2022 Cambodian Center for Human Rights
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she was arrested for allegedly violat-
ing bail conditions that neither she nor
her lawyer were informed of. Her law-
yer was not provided with her case file,
which would contain bail conditions,
despite requesting it.

Sithar travelled to Australia to at-
tend the International Trade Union Con-
federation World Congress in Novem-
ber.

Amnesty International and Human
Rights Watch are concerned that the re-
arrest of Sithar for allegedly violating
bail conditions stems solely from her
meeting with other trade unions and
the peaceful exercise of her rights to
freedom of expression and association.
Her detention also undermines work-
ers’ rights to organize and bargain col-
lectively.

On 21 November 2022, Human
Rights Watch published a report docu-

menting the ways in which the Cam-
bodian government had attacked trade
union members, including the case of
Sithar. Sithar is quoted in the report dis-
cussing tactics used by Cambodian offi-
cials and NagaWorld, a Hong Kong-list-
ed company that runs a casino in Phnom
Penh, against independent trade unions.

Sithar was initially charged on 3
January 2022, when she and fellow
union members held a well-publicized
strike against NagaWorld. Cambodian
authorities charged Sithar with the crime
of “incitement to commit a felony” un
der Articles 494 and 495 of Cambodia’s
Criminal Code but have thus far not pre-
sented any evidence to substantiate the
allegations. The baseless accusations
show that the authorities have misused
the criminal justice system to target, ha-
rass and undermine union workers who
were striking peacefully.

The following day, 4 January 2022,
plainclothes security officials report-
edly approached Sithar in a crowd and
violently arrested her by grabbing her
around the neck and dragging her into
a car as she attempted to join a strike
against NagaWorld. Sithar was held for
74 days in pretrial detention and later re-
leased on bail.

Cambodian authorities contend
that Sithar’s alleged violations of her
bail conditions after she travelled to
Australia justify her detention pending
trial. However, neither Sithar nor her
lawyer were informed of any travel ban
or other restrictions imposed as part of
her bail conditions. In fact, since Sithar
was released on bail in March, she has
travelled outside of Cambodia twice
to Thailand in September and October
and did not face any restrictions during
either of these trips. These restrictions
follow from charges that were brought
solely in reprisal for her work in defence
of worker’s rights, which render her de-
tention arbitrary.

Cambodian authorities are misus-
ing the justice system to target and ha-
rass Sithar solely for her labor rights
work as LRSU union leader. In April
2021, NagaWorld conducted a mass lay
off raising concerns of the unfair dis-
missal of 1,329 casino workers, which
has led to strike actions that continue
until the present. The layoff has dispro-
portionately affected union leaders and
members.

Under international human rights

Please see /14
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& New in 2023, $0 co-pays for

ConnectorCare Members with
Chronic Illnesses

By Khmer Post USA

Boston -- People who need health
insurance can get coverage with $0 co-
pays for some chronic illnesses — while

connector.org 1
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{UAURIS{AYY]S Massachusetts
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also getting help paying for their cover-
age through the Massachusetts Health
Connector.

Open Enrollment runs through Jan.
23, 2023, with a deadline of Dec. 23 for
people who want to start the New Year
with coverage. The Health Connector is
the only place where Massachusetts

residents can access help paying for
coverage, and all Health Connector plans
meet state and federal standards, deliver-
ing the peace of mind that comes with
having usable, affordable health insurance.
Adult residents in Massachusetts are
required to have health insurance cover-
age. People can find coverage at www.
MAhealthconnector.org.
"Massachusetts leads the nation in
health care coverage, with more than 97
percent of about 7 million people covered,
and we want every single person to have
access to affordable health care that
delivers strong benefits," said Louis
Gutierrez, the Executive Director of the
Massachusetts Health Connector. "With
more help than ever, including thousands
of dollars in financial support for premi-
ums a year, going into 2023 with health
insurance is the right choice for everyone."
New in 2023 are $0 co-pays for
ConnectorCare members for a number
of important medications for chronic
conditions, like diabetes, asthma, coronary
artery disease and hypertension. This
change improves access to care and low-
ers costs for Black, Hispanic, NativeAm-
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munity Partners Collect More Than
1,000 Gifts for Children in Need

Team members from United Dental of
Lowell deliver toys to the police station for the
8th annual Lowell Police Holiday Toy Drive.
(Courtesy Lowell Police Department)

makeup, action figures, gift cards, books,
coloring books, dinosaurs, craft supplies,
dolls, stuffed animals, puzzles, board
games, fidget toys, sports equipment,
bicycles and more.

Also among the more than 1,000
toys distributed were well over 200
Barbie toys that were donated by mem-
bers of the Middlesex District Attorney's
Office and Lowell Police Department in
memory of Shana Morris, a lifelong
Lowell resident and DA's office em-
ployee who passed away on Nov. 23.
Shana worked closely with Lowell Police
due to her role at the DA's office, and
had donated hundreds of Barbie toys to
the toy drive over the years. Upon her
passing, her former colleagues donated
the toys in her honor.

The toys and gifts were distributed
directly to Lowell children in need by
Lowell Public Schools social workers
and Brigid's Crossing, a shelter for teen-
age mothers in Lowell. The Lowell Police
Department also contributed toys and
gifts to the Department of Children and
Families in Lowell this year in an effort
to assist families there as well.

"The Lowell community is compas-
sionate and giving, and our annual Toy
Drive is one of many events that makes
this so clear," said Interim Superintendent
Golner. "I want to thank the officers and
staff of the Lowell Police Department
for their support, and I want to thank all
of the community groups and organiza-
tions from Lowell who supported our
efforts this year. In particular, we are
grateful to the energetic and caring stu-
dents from Middlesex Community Col-
lege's Criminal and Social Justice Program,
who worked on a service learning project
to make the generosity of the MCC com-
munity a part of our toy drive."
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New in 2023, $0 co-pays for Con-
nectorCare Members with
Chronic Illnesses

From Page 06

erican and other communities dispropor-
tionally impacted by these health
conditions. Also new for 2023 are cover-
age and cost-sharing improvements for
ConnectorCare members receiving out-
patient mental health and substance use
disorder services during primary care
office visits.

Also in 2023, Health Connector
members can take advantage of a recent
change made on the federal level that
make health care more affordable. For
the first time, some people who are in
employer-sponsored family plan coverage
may find their spouse and children can
find more affordable coverage through
the Health Connector.

Also, federal Advance Premium Tax
Credits that lower health insurance costs
that were enhanced in 2021 via the
American Rescue Plan are now ex-
tended through 2025, deliveringsignifi-
cantly increased financial help paying
for premiums. This means a Boston
resident can save upwards of $3,600 a

year on premiums through the tax cred-
its, which are used to lower monthly
premiums. An Edgartown resident on
Martha's Vineyard can save nearly $8,500
a year, someone in Fitchburg can save
$4,400 a year, and someone in Pittsfield
can save $5,500 a year.

Residents can get an estimate for
health plan costs in 2 minutes or less by
visiting the Health Connector's online
Get an Estimate tool.

For people who need one-on-one
assistance getting into coverage, there
are a number of ways to get support.
There are 19 Navigator organizations in
more than 30 locations that have trained,
experienced people available to help
complete an application and pick a plan.
Local Navigators can be found on the
Health Connector's website. People with
questions or need assistance can try the
Health Connector's new online chat
service, or call customer service at
888-MA-ENROLL if they need addi-
tional help.

Miadette Pheng-Phal, DNP, NP-C Maredy Sar, DNP, NP-C
Hnifia 184 deu
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Now Accepting New Patients
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Sophor Chhour, LMHC Practice Manager
rqnn.ﬁ i) Channa Khan, CMA
HA(pUpRMIHGIY
MEMM 9186

wanridnssmnsie
Lynn Primary Care Center

Behavioral Health

We Accept MassHealth, Medicare
and Other Health Insurances
Our Staff Speaks Khmer

280 Union Street, Unit 402 » Lynn, MA 01901 # (781) 780-7755

Higig
Family Medicine
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-Lowell Police and members of the Loweli Regional Transit Authority and ATU Local 1578 —

General Manager George Anastas, Operations Manager Dawn Marvin, and ATU Local 1578 President

Lisa Lipomi — with gifts the LRTA and union contributed to the Department's eighth annual toy
drive. (Courtesy Lowell Police Department)
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v" Checking and Savings Accounts
v Personal Loans

WEIR-ANGSRE RTINS

/ BINEEA2Y SHsINERg]

Member
FDIC

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

€5 Enterprise Bank

CREATE SL

EnterpriseBanking.com | 877-671-2265



Page.10 ruemad i§o9 uan gl bob KHMERPOST US

nginnguiGnio SIS mNmugs

AccuCa r?/v\\

Home Care Agenc

Group Adults Foster Care Program
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At no Cost to you

inrhit g\ afamneg s Nig i i SN A AThoEsAniN g AshF Imsii N EhwREy{ATA
tgfnin el i N 181 (Nurse), Case Manager 81 Home Health Aide
YEITRNBAIAMEAGENT 88AE Bhmsmumingiglugnntiias 1 GiftnnEhATE Lowell,
Lynn, Revere, Boston Ehﬁﬁﬁlfﬁm

CI BB R BN BN BIBIS: TS ROIDHDDIBISH AL YBETOEHIS :

o 0y bb girgiirel e age 22 years and older

o NATUIAISM o eligible for Masshealth Standard

B’Eigi Hfﬂﬁgfﬂ'gﬂims ", . . Benefits you will get:
o FNTOFIGUUISYLT FIULISSEIUATERINUTOTLT .
v =" = o e personal care service in your home,

] dﬁ Cﬁb i gy
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e & e Medication Managemant
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. fﬁgﬁ-ﬁfﬁfﬁmgmgmﬁgggm Fanus gt e an individual care plan developed by a registered
@?rng e v i nurse and case manager

o TSl sfgrmmn(yoinugugt e ongoing monitoring of needs

o ATIERINGHIRFSERDETSIS e 24-hour access to services

(S BN LS BRIHROBH
To register, please contact:

Tel: (978)735-4955, Fax: (978) 735-4956
Office: 144 Merrimack St., Suite 404. Lowell, MA 01852
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77 E. Merrimack Street. Lowell, MA 01852
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Franclscnj Rosa, Esq.
1uGi Lrlﬂ fﬂm i, Tm‘i

Andrew ‘Bunna’ Taing, Esq.
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Law Office of
Tt Rosa & Taing 12

ATTORNEY AT LAW

SERVICES DILMINGGSIHiiY

Auto Accidents/ Personal Injury e {[#
Bankruptcy
Immigration

Consumer Protection

Real Estate Closings/Disputes

Divorces Child Custody

1550 Middlesex Street Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-458-0934 | at@rosataing.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETING

The next meeting of the
Northern Middlesex Metropolitan
Planning Organization (NMMPO)
will be held on January 4, 2023
at 2:00 PM. At this meeting, the
NMMPO will consider releas-
ing a draft amendment to the
FFY 2023-2027 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP). In
addition, updates on Envision
2050 will be on agenda. The full
agenda can be found at www.

nmcog.org.

Notice: NMMPO meetings
are currently being held virtu-
ally via the Zoom platform.
Information about accessing the
meeting will be posted at www.
nmcog.org. You can also get
information on meeting access
by calling 978-454-8021, ext.
121 or by emailing jhoward@
nmcog.org. The NMMPO pro-
vides reasonable accommoda-
tions and/or language assistance
free of charge upon request
(including but not limited to
interpreters in American Sign
Language and languages other
than English, open or closed
captioning for videos, assistive
listening devices and alternate
material formats), as available.
For assistance, please contact
Justin Howard at (978) 454-
8021, ext. 121 or at jhoward@
nmcog.org. Requests should be
made as soon as possible for
services requiring advanced
arrangements, including sign
language, CART or language

translation or interpretation.
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PHYSICAL THERAPY

@ Injuries
@ Slip & Fall
& Chronic Arthritis

@ W ||-|.r.

Eastern Physicial Therapy
851 Middlesex Street, Suite 1 Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-677-6333 Fax: 978-677-6982

Have Aches & Pain?

We Can Help.

from Auto Accident

ical rehabilitation
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lic Surgical and No
Comp Rehab

n-Surgical
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werall physical ability.




KHMERPOST USA

ISSUE 346, JAN 01, 2023

Page.13

in:insiniISIASIENMLE]anms |

-]

5§ ba feg g1 ol
UGUig 1SI{uIg el anmy
HAIRIRUS rtmmrﬁmtj 9IEONA

fUT gﬁsmnﬁﬁﬁzsammzs
UAMeE It In Ui thw
MersgsgrumsIvmi uSsajyu
MY LA s nijiuijﬂjﬁjﬁn‘j[n
SsHABsGIm: ﬁnLumm

Hgithd Sild

l:iLB“mZJH‘IS‘“Ii
gq“rgmmmmgtm

aa

n
SHiEN

i
taa]
=3
E
c

VRN T it Estakaki
AMiigjEmsmMitin STt sthuu]
FRHUTHUHSIR O IV AR

aaa

E’ﬂUEﬂS[LﬂLdeSfE"I

Free Vietnam’s Political Prisoners!

December 21, 2022

In Vietnam, more than 150
political prisoners are currently

locked up simply for exercising

their basic rights. Rights bloggers
and activists face police harass-
ment, intimidation, surveillance,
and interrogation on a daily basis.

Activists face long stints of
pre-trial detention, without ac-
cess to lawyers or family in a one-
party police state that tolerates no
dissent.

International donors and trade
partners should press for the end
to the systematic persecution of
peaceful critics. Join us in calling
for the immediate release all peo-
ple imprisoned and detained for

peacefully exercising their rights.
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Cambodia: Immediatel
Drop Charges Against
Chhim Sithar

From Page 05

law and standards, workers cannot
be discriminated against or targeted
for participating in trade union activi-
ties. This protection against anti-union
discrimination includes dismissal for
participating in union activity. Cambo-
dian authorities have an obligation un-
der international human rights law not
only to respect the rights of workers but
also to protect these rights from abuse
by private actors. These obligations are
enshrined in the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, both treaties
ratified by Cambodia, as well as in In-
ternational Labour Organisation (ILO)
Convention No. 87, which protects the
right to freedom of association and the
right to organize.

During the strike at NagaWorld,
the authorities have repeatedly acted in
violation of international human rights

Release and
nion Leader

against union leaders attempting to hold
the Cambodian government and corpo-
rations to account for failing to protect
workers' rights.

Amnesty International and Human
Rights Watch call upon the Cambodian
authorities to release Chhim Sithar im-
mediately and unconditionally and to
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and labor law. The Cambodian pohce
have physically slapped workers, forced
workers who were striking peacefully
onto buses to break up protests, and
arbitrarily detained union leaders and
members.

ithar’s arrests reflect a pattern of a
discriminatory and politically motivated
retaliation by government authorities

drop all charges against her and other
union members and workers of the
LRSU who have been prosecuted solely
for their work in defence of workers’
rights. The authorities should also con-
duct a prompt, thorough, independent
and impartial investigation into the cir-
cumstances that led to the arbitrary de-
tention of Sithar and other union mem-
bers of the LRSU and ensure that no
other trade union members are targeted
by the criminal justice system. Finally,
we urge the Cambodian authorities to
bring Cambodia’s laws and regulations
into full compliance with international
human rights law and the provisions
of ILO Convention No. 87 that it has
ratified, thereby guaranteeing the rights
to freedom of association and to orga-
nize and collectively bargain across the
country.
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Never will we forget
the crimes

committed duripe

the Democratic
Rampuchea regime
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Open Enroliment is
here!

Now is the time Massachusetts
individuals and families can

apply and enroll in health and
dental coverage and see if you
qualify for free or lower cost
coverage like MassHealth,
ConnectorCare plans, or a tax ‘
credit.
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508 Westford Street
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