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WRITTEN AND PERFORMED BY KALEAN UNG DIRECTED BY AND DEVELOPED WITH
ORIGINAL MUSIC BY CHINARY UNG MARINA MCCLURE

JANUARY 18-FEBRUARY 5, 2023

With humor, passion, and a touch of Shakespeare, Kalean Ung weaves together her
Cambodian family’s refugee story with her own as a bi-racial, second-generation
American. Inspired by family members’ letters sent to her father from refugee
camps after the Cambodian genocide, Letters from Home unearths the myths and
mysteries of her family’s past as a ritual for intergenerational healing.




KHMERPOST USA

Maura Healey AjjigmMSninnii
N niiij Massachusetts

ISSUE 347, FEB 01, 2023 Page.3

Maura Healey Sworn 1n as
Massachusetts Governor

ithtiss agds &

YIS - HAMUMUIEH Mau.
ra Healey S#A MU Kimberly
Driscoll M8 fd G Grumsatnniis

f‘; f8“tinﬂ'1 mamlnﬁg I
Lﬁjf{]‘lmtngul‘j’“ﬂﬁﬂtﬁ
tfi i MSUImamuEimu
IS ﬁ hUﬁﬁjnhLﬁinﬁﬂLﬁﬁS
TGE AN Y TRUE ]
InAESmsighinnmanEn
HATIU Charlie Baker fu{UmIi
waGHeAMA Samnta{ad
wmaRRw M igIAghya
1S AT M SR Mgt En
pyjuni:gimuts g s
ufindisins fmnugmidanms
saﬂnﬁsmﬁﬂﬁjﬁjmmﬁmmm
[tijijLnf[Ei%jiumeﬂﬂjjlﬁjn msth
Atgaliusggmsugmams
moantglgnmiasrst wmns
ningsmuapsinisivaigs
MSIg i agSnumUgss
MRS RIgg R~ 1

U PO W U NS S AR
HAM I Healey MSaIgNth8inf
airnnigiu e imitsniisins
ruﬁjtmﬂimawsmnmana 81
Glunns :uﬁjmhﬁjhm:mms
Sugsuiguibdiginrudsms
HO{M AT IAES AT S8 8]
wenuiggugsigdasifniiuh
ISSENWANNHRUSIEINTm 8§/
yinp s st s pnt

Isighsimayhivas I Ao
rnapSuayusfidywine
HISIAUN Y MIGRIMUUthns
(RPN WHIERTM (Mass Recon-
nect) 1 GNUES S 8NG I SMIGAIL)S

IslstnignwasmasStinw
AnAAlgHSagAmiGum s
b giigrudsmsaumas
BUNTGN AT

I ARS T S B S{ua St
tIgi¢nifoo

From Front Page
By Soben Ung

Boston —Governor Elect Maura
Healey and Lieutenant Governor Kim-
berly Driscoll swore in on January 5th.
She is the first woman and openly gay
person ever elected as Governor in the

Massachusetts history.

She thanked Governor Charlie
Baker for his care and integrity over the
past eight years. She began with an ag-
gressive agenda to address the housing
crisis, improve transportation, and miti-
gate climate change. “We have to make
Massachusetts a place where people can

afford to call home. Our people can’t
realize their dreams until we end the
nightmare of high cost,” she said.

To solve this problem, Governor
Healey pledged to file for a Secretariat
of Housing to work with across the gov-

ernment, city and towns to build more
housing and homes on unused, state-
owned lands. She also asked citizens to
join this effort by rezoning and/or pre-
serving existing homes.

In her first budget, she will create
a new fund called Mass Reconnect. The
legislation will offer free community
college to students of age 25 without a
college degree.

“The state of our trains, and roads
and bridges is unacceptable. Let’s ac-
knowledge that we can’t have a func-
tioning economy without a functioning
team,” she said. Governor Healey said
she will also provide funding to hire
1,000 additional workers focused on
the operation of MBTA, which will take
place within the first year of her admin-
istration.

Moreover, the Governor said her
administration will center around eq-
uity. “We cannot reach our potential as a
state when so many are held back from
reaching their own. People of color,
people of disabilities, women, LGBTQ
residents continue to face barriers that
have held them back for generations”,
she said, declaring that she will direct
every agency in her administration to
conduct a full equity compliance. “Let
Massachusetts be the place that shines
the light on every systemic barrier, and
then does the hard work to break it
down,” she said.

Her first executive order is to create
Please see /11
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Massachusetts Minimum Wage
$15 per Hour Begins January
1st, 2023

December 30, 2022 English
BOSTON - Attorney General

Maura Healey is reminding employees
and employers that the state’s minimum
wage will increase to $15 per hour be-
ginning Jan. 1, 2023.
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The AG’s Office has also made
available its wage and hour poster that
employers are required to display in
both English and any other language
that is spoken by five percent or more of
the employer’s workforce and for which
a translated notice in that language is

available from the AG’s Office. The
poster is available in seven languages
and in formats that employers, workers,
members of the public, and organiza-
tions can easily access, free of charge.

“Through enforcement actions,
education, outreach, and collabora-
tion with our community partners and
government agencies, our Fair Labor
Division works hard to ensure workers
and employers are aware of their rights
and obligations under the law,” said
AG Healey. “We are issuing this notice
so that all workers and employers are
aware of the upcoming minimum wage
increase in Massachusetts, and to let the
public know my office is able to assist
with any questions.”

In June 2018, Massachusetts en-
acted a law that set the minimum wage
to increase each year until it reaches
$15.00 in 2023. Tipped employees will
also get a raise on Jan.1, 2023, and must
be paid a minimum of $6.75 per hour
provided that their tips bring them up to
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From Front Page

the Rockefeller institute for his studies
at Columbia University. Then quickly
his world was darkening by war in

Cambodia where he can no longer
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Kalean Ung Performs "Letters From Home". Photo by Megpix.

return home. He received countless
letters from relatives, strangers and
he was overwhelmed by them. He
“couldn’t possibly help them all,” he
said.

“Letters from Home” is one of the
most compelling first-hand account
storytelling of war and its horrors, one
can see it portrayed on stage by a sur-
viving family member of the Khmer
Rouge regime which killed over 2 mil-
lion people in the 4 years of its reign
of terror. Not every survivor has the
courage to learn and tell the story to

Courtney Sells, Artdistic Diractor
il

the world, Kalean Ung is an extraordi-
nary storyteller and playwright. With
the artistic blood from her father, she
packed the complex story of her father

-

and mother who met in New York to
the horror of the news they received
from back home, to the journey in
rescuing their surviving relatives to
America, and the journey of making
this play which also involves new mu-
sic piece written by her father which
she played while singing a soprano.

Her father, Dr. Chinary Ung is
Distinguished Professor of Music at
the University of California, San Di-
ego. He composed orchestral music
which has been adapted to many sym-
phonies throughout the United States
and abroad, a world known to few
Cambodians. The tale of Cambodian
history, family love, the loss and pain,
told in a form of art for the world to
see is a type of work that gives dignity
to those who died and survived the
genocide.

Merrimack Repertory Theatre has
done an outstanding job creating the
stage, the visual decoration and sound.
The story comes to life in a non-stop
90 minutes performance by a one-
woman show. It is truly powerful and
moving. Artistic Executive Director
Courtney Sale said, “it exceeded ev-
ery expectation. The artistic quality is
incredible and it’s a vehicle for deep
community outreach, it amplifies and
lifts our Cambodian community”.

The post discussion was led by the
only Cambodian woman State Rep-
resentative Vanna Howard with Dr.

Please see /10
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Learn about Home Energy

Assistance - LIE

The Massachusetts home energy
assistance program (LIHEAP) is a free
resource to help eligible households pay
a portion of winter heating bills.

It is free to apply. You can apply
online or in person through a network
of local service providers. No matter
what type of heating source you have,
LIHEAP may be able to help you pay
your winter heating bills. All Massachu-
setts residents are encouraged to explore
eligibility for this free program and ap-
ply for assistance.

The program is 100% free for those
who qualify. Beware of scams by people
charging an “application fee” to help
submit an application.

Program Eligibility Information

Eligibility for home energy assis-
tance is based on several factors, includ-
ing but not limited to household size
and combined gross annual income of
household members. Homeowners and
renters, including households whose
cost of heat is included in rent, can ap-
ply.

For detailed information on criteria
used for eligibility, please contact your
local agency.

To find your agency:

*  Check the Online Portal or use
this lookup tool

+ Call Cold Relief Heatline:
(800) 632-8175.

* Read the Cold Relief Brochure
(ID your local agency by matching the
number next to your town name to the
agency number)

Income Eligibility:

Household income cannot exceed
60% of Massachusetts’ estimated State
Median Income (for example in 2023,
$55,461 for a family of 2 and $81,561
for a family of 4).

While income is not the only factor
in eligibility, please find the maximum
FY23 income guidelines in the table
below and in this FY 2023 LIHEAP
Income Eligibility and Benefit Level
Chart (in the “60% of estimated state
median income” column).

Household Size Maximum In-
come Level

1 $42,411
2 $55.461
3 $68,511
4 $81,561
5 $94,610
6 $107,660
7 $110,107
8 $112,554
9 $115,001
10 $117,448

*Not all income counts toward eli-
gibility, so please confirm your actual
eligibility with your local agency.

AP

How to Apply

The online application opens on
October 1 for the upcoming heating
season (November 1, 2022 — April 30,
2023). You can submit an application
online, in person at the LIHEAP agency
in your area, or by mail. Use the LI-
HEAP portal to find your agency or start
the application. Households must apply
each year.

+ First time applicants must par-
ticipate in an intake appointment, to get
started please submit an online applica-
tion or contact your local agency.

* Applications are mailed to
households after the first year and can
be renewed online, in person, or by
mail.

Necessary Documents

As part of the application process,
please be prepared to share necessary
information, including but not limited
to:

+ photo identification for the
head of household or primary applicant
(e.g., driver’s license)

» alist of all household members

+ information on your heating
bills (e.g., heating company name and
account number)

+ information on your housing
situation (e.g., an active lease or mort-
gage statement

» proof of income for 30 days
prior to application date (e.g., wages,
pension)

Eligible Costs and Payment System

This program helps to pay for a
portion of the cost of your primary
source of heat which includes, but is not
limited to: Oil, Electricity, Natural Gas,
Propane, Kerosene, Wood, Coal, etc.

In addition, if eligible, discounts
are automatically given on electric and
gas bills for investor-owned electric and
gas utilities.

* How is the payment made?
Payments for actual usage or fuel de-
livery are made directly to the heating
vendor.

*  Which months can be covered?
The program helps pay for a portion of
your household energy costs from No-
vember 1st to April 30th.

Funding Amount Information

Each year, the amount of money we
can provide to support eligible house-
hold's changes depending on how much
funding is allocated to Massachusetts by
the US Department of Health and Hu-
man Services. Housing subsidies also
determine the specific benefit level.

Benefit Level Chart:

FY 2023 LIHEAP Income Eligibil-
ity and Benefit Level Chart (December
5,2022)
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Candlelight’s Thach Setha Arrested
in Check Bouncing Case

UPDATED — Candlelight vice
president Thach Setha was arrested
Monday evening in an alleged check
bouncing case and sent to the Phnom
Penh Municipal Court, according to a
police spokesperson.

Phnom Penh Municipal Police
spokesperson San Sokseyha said Setha
had been arrested from Sen Sok district
on Monday over erroneous checks, and
was sent to the municipal court.

The judge cites Article 231 of the
Law on Negotiable Instruments and
Payment Transactions, which relates
to penalties for irregular financial pay-
ments. It was not immediately clear
which subsection Setha was being
charged under, but the maximum prison
sentence in the article is five years and

fine of around $12,250.

The court document also states that

A police pickup truck takes Candlelight vice president Thach

Y Rin, a court spokesperson, con-
firmed around 9:30 p.m. that Setha was
sent to pretrial detention at Prey Sar
prison after being questioned by an in-
vestigating judge.

Setha’s family was outside the
court and his wife, Thach Sok Bopha,
was seen crying as a police pickup truck
took the Candlelight vice president to
prison. Family members wanted to hand
over some medicine — Sok Bopha said
he has a heart ailment — but were in-
formed the truck would not stop at the
gate of the court.

A court document issued today by
investigating judge Tith Dalin alleged
that Setha issued a fake check in 2019,
according to a post on government-
friendly Fresh News. A case file was
opened on December 2, 2019.

summonses were issued for Setha to ap-
pear before the investigating judge on
February 28 and June 22 last year, fail-
ing which an order was issued for Setha
to be taken into custody and produced
before court.

VOD could not reach Candlelight
member and opposition lawyer Sam So-
kong or lawyer Choung Chou Ngy for
comment. Court spokesperson Y Rin
also could not be reached.

The arrest comes as the govern-
ment has upped the rhetoric against op-
position politicians and filed lawsuits
against Candlelight senior adviser Kong
Korm and party vice president Son
Chhay claiming hundreds of thousands
of dollars in damages.

Hun Sen told the Candlelight Party to
apologize and stop issuing statements that the
ruling CPP threatens it — or face legal action.

The prime minister was speaking at the
opening of a new hospital in Phnom Penh
when he waded into politics again.

Over the past week, Candlelight’s senior
adviser Kong Korm has been slapped with

lawsuits and vice president Thach Setha arrest-
ed. In response, the country’s biggest opposi-
tion party asked the CPP for talks and called on
the ruling party to end its pressure, threats and
political persecution.

Hun Sen on Thursday merely raised his
political rhetoric.

“You cannot issue a statement blaming
the ruling party for threatening you. Be careful
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Success Story

of Middlesex CC Alumi

Landed a job in New York City

When deciding to go back to school,
turning a childhood passion for video
editing into a career path made all the
difference for Brian Chhom from Low-
ell. In Middlesex Community College’s
Communications department, he honed
his skills, expanded his knowledge of
the industry, and gained hands-on expe-
riences that are lending to his success in
his current job in New York City.

“I was able to have these classes
with teachers who genuinely cared and
students who seemed like they wanted
to be there,” Chhom said. “Immediately
at Middlesex, I was able to operate the
camera, use editing machines, and have
a bunch of hands-on experience. It was
great to be able to learn and practice
around people I felt comfortable with.”

A standout moment for Chhom
during his time at Middlesex was pre-
senting his short film “Static” at the
Boston Film Festival student showcase.
He valued the opportunity to stand next
to representatives from other universi-
ties well-known for their film programs

and answer questions about his project.

Every day in his classes, Chhom
felt like he learned something new. His
professors — including Dr. Jennifer Bau-
er, MCC’s Chair of Art, Communication
& Humanities — showed knowledge of
where the industry was going and how
to be successful.

He also gained experience from an
internship filming corporate events for
the college. While he had struggled in
high school, he was able to study and
dive into a field he cared about at MCC.

“Going to Middlesex brought my
confidence up,” he said. “I got a bunch
of my general education and communi-
cations courses done. I had 60 credits
already and every single one of them
transferred. By the time I had gotten to
Fitchburg State, I had a lot of experience
in the field. It gave me an edge over oth-
er students.”

One of the most important lessons

Please see /15
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“Letters From Home” Review

From Page 05

Chinary Ung and Actres s/Playwright
Kalean Ung. She told the Khmer Post
USA that, “what a powerful, powerful
play. I am so grateful that the play is
here for the first time, in Lowell, Mas-
sachusetts where the second largest

Lowell community member

Amy Pessia said, “the show was riv-
eting. Every time I hear someone re-
counts their experience, in this case

in a form of letters of heartbreaks, it

Kalean Ung Performs "Letters From Home". Photo by Megpix.
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of Cambodian community lives here.
Her family refugee story resonates
with all of us.”

Vannak Thang, President of Cam-
bodian Mutual Association said, “it
was very emotional for me. Having
lived through that and to hear the sto-
ry. | think it’s a great education for the
children and those who didn’t know
what happened in Cambodia during
the Pol Pot regime.”

is so impactful to me as a member of
this community where so many of my
Cambodian friends live. This actress
is so talented.”

The performance is going on at
Merrimack Repertory Theatre until
February 5th. Kalean will return to
her home where she teaches the The-
atre School at California Institute of
the Arts.
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Maura Healey Sworn 1n as

From Page 0

the country’s first Cabinet-level climate
chief, and for the first time in the state’s
history, she proposed that at least 1% of
the state budget be dedicated to envi-
ronmental and energy agencies. “Let’s
commit to making climate innovation
the next big investment,” she said.

:
3
-
3

-

She called on unity between par-
ty lines in Massachusetts despite the
widespread political divisiveness in
the country. “We will act with empathy
and equity. As your governor, | promise
you, these principles will be my north

Massachusetts Governor

star.” She ensures that Massachusetts
will welcome people and businesses
throughout the country, and that they
will be included and protected. “The
state will never relinquish the right to
reproductive freedom,” she said.

Governor Maura Healey was sworn

in by Madam Senate President Karen
Spilka. Former United State Secretary
John Kerry and U.S Senator Ed Markey
were also in the attendance.
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SIS Student, Alumni Find Ca-
reer Success Combatting Online
Disinformation

By Nicole Hassenstab | January 5,
2023

The spread of disinformation on-
line has become an important topic and
reason for concern in recent years, espe-
cially over the past decade. The idea of
“disinformation” has existed throughout
media history, including the so-called
yellow journalism of the 1890s and the
tabloid boom of the 1980s and ’90s.

Governments have frequently used the
media to spread disinformation in the
form of propaganda and control of the
press, with notable examples including
the Nazi Party of Germany in the 1930s
and ’40s and the Russian government
under Vladimir Putin.

Digital disinformation has taken
on new importance and revealed new
threats to not only individuals but also
national and international security. How
does SIS prepare students for careers
working to effectively combat disin-
formation online? We caught up with
alumni Anna Chung, SIS/MA °10, Em-
ily Tavenner, SIS/MA °22, and current
student Danielle Samler, SIS/MA 23, to
discuss their careers in this field.

Researching Threats in Cyberspace

Anna Chung understands the im-
portance of international and intercultur-
al communication on a deeply personal
level. Growing up as a child of parents
from two different cultures and leaving
Taiwan to attend SIS, Chung found un-
derstanding and clarity in her studies in
the International and Intercultural Com-
munications (IC) master’s program.
Chung fondly remembers SIS professor
Nanette Levinson encouraging her stu-
dents to go beyond the assigned content
and always be open to learning through
lived experiences.

“I was having doubts about my
identity and who I was, and the IC pro-
gram, with all of its training and expe-
riences, helped me process the feelings
I was going through. It was therapeutic
to be able to learn about myself while

learning about other cultures in a healthy
and positive environment,” says Chung.

Chung knew she wanted to use her
knowledge to fight emerging technology
threats and protect international secu-
rity. Today, she is based in Amsterdam

a principal researcher for Unit42, a
global threat intelligence team at Palo-
Alto Networks in the Netherlands. The
team examines a wide range of disinfor-
mation cyber threats, including internet
security, phishing, malware, ransom-
ware, and hacking. Chung’s individual
work focuses on researching financially
motivated cybercrime and underground
online markets.

“In order to analyze these markets,
I use a lot of what I learned in the IC
program to understand the criminal's
behavior, how they globalize, how they
collaborate and spread information, and
how they utilize intercultural communi-
cation within their networks,” explains
Chung.

Improving Disinformation Educa-
tion and Awareness

Danielle Samler’s interest in peace-
building and human rights may not
seem related to digital disinformation,
but for her, the connections are clear.
After working in New York with various
UN advocacy-related nonprofits, she
decided she wanted to work to improve
the efficiency of the human rights field
by identifying and prioritizing areas
of concern and improving the services
and delivery of relief and aid efforts.
She searched for a graduate school that
would challenge her to make a differ-
ence while offering her flexibility and a
variety of learning opportunities. Sam-
ler is currently a student in SIS’s Eth-
ics, Peace, and Human Rights (EPHR)
graduate program and will graduate in
2023. She was initially drawn to the
EPHR program because of the unique
combination of disciplines and numer-
ous specializations that the program of-
fers as well as her desire to effectively
and sustainably protect human rights
through work in the digital space.

“I’m really interested in data ethics
and how it relates to human rights, so
that’s the direction I’ve taken my studies
at SIS and the EPHR program. I’ve been
able to hone that skill along with the
other program content,” says Samler.

When she isn’t in class, Samler
combines her academic and profession-

Please see /16
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Hun Sen Orders Police to Find
Facebook Beach Insulter

A photo of Hun Sen swimming
alone in the Maldives’ azure sea failed
to enchant one Facebook commenter:
“Yes, our beaches are the most beauti-
ful, but our leaders are the dirtiest in the
world, aren’t they?”

The comment, posted in Khmer,
prompted a quick response from Hun
Sen’s account — calling for a police in-
vestigation.

“This is a wicked man’s words,”
the prime minister’s account wrote in
a comment reply late Sunday. “Please,
police, find it immediately. Where is it?”

Khieu Sopheak, the Interior Min-
istry’s spokesman, said on Monday that
authorities “must take action.”

“This is not freedom of expres-
sion — this is insulting the leader of the
country. ... Even for me, we cannot ac-
cept this.”

People who live abroad can say
anything, but in Cambodia they cannot,
Sopheak added.

“Even though the prison is crowd-
ed, there is enough space to hold these
people.”

Hun Sen visited the Maldives on a
three-day official visit, which was ac-
companied by photos of him relaxing
by the sea and outside his room in a
bathrobe.

He posted late Sunday: “Taking
a dive in the Maldives’ sea, where the
bathtub is next to the room and is both
saltwater and freshwater.”

The post attracted more than
10,000 comments, mostly fawning def-
erentially to the prime minister.

But Facebook user “Ver To” went
against the tide with his “dirtiest” leader

comment.
Adhoc spokesman Soeng Senka-
runa said it was unavoidable that there

“Things cannot end simply by de-
leting her Facebook account. Please co-

Hun Sen in Maldlves on January 15 (Hun Sen S Facebook)

would be online criticism against a pub-
lic figure in a democratic country, and
advised handling such comments with
less force. “Using legal action is not
good and invites criticism of that ac-
tion,” Senkaruna said.

Hun Sen regularly uses Facebook
posts to order authorities into action,
and many government critics have been
put on trial over Facebook comments.
The government counts hundreds of
posts a year as incitement for criticizing
the government, and has even warned
social media users against “imperson-
ation videos or gesture comedy.”

Separately, Battambang provincial
police on Sunday summoned a woman
over a Facebook post that criticized the
“performance” of traffic police officers.

The provincial police statement
said it wanted to investigate whether
the officers were at fault — and should
be disciplined — or if the poster was
wrong in using profanities and should
face the law.

operate with the authorities, and those
who have commented on this account
are also witnesses who should come to
clarify too,” the provincial police said in
a social media post.

The summons against Chhon Ani-
na, 40, asks her to appear on Monday at
9 a.m. to “clarify the Facebook post that
insulted traffic police. ... The person

must come on time and bring relevant
documents.”

Anina’s post says traffic police
stopped her even though she was wear-
ing a helmet, and they asked her to pay
60,000 riel, or about $15.

“I argued with them. It’s so crazy.

What have I done wrong?” she wrote.
“The bastards cheat their own people.”

Provincial police deputy Pov Van-
dy said the woman did not appear on
Monday.

“Generally, we’ll issue two or three
summonses, and if she still doesn’t turn
up, we might build up a case against her
for insult.”
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Low-income landlords get first
statewide advocacy program

Team of volunteer attorneys, law
students, and staff work together to ad-
vocate for low-income landlords.

BOSTON - September 8, 2021 —

The coronavirus pandemic has added
intense, sudden stress to the financial

call 857-320-6452

well-being of small landlords in Massa-
chusetts. Many of these mom-and-pop
landlords, who often provide affordable
and moderately priced housing for ten-

ants, are struggling to collect rent and
make mortgage payments during the
COVID-19 crisis, creating deep and
lasting harm on the rental market.

The Volunteer Lawyers Project
(VLP), part of the state-funded COVID
Eviction Legal Help Project (CELHP),
is helping to alleviate that stress with
its Landlord Advocacy program. Com-
prised of a team of attorneys, paralegals,
law students and volunteers from com-
munities across Massachusetts, VLP
works to deliver free legal services, help
process financial assistance applications
and provides access to educational ma-
terials and resources. Those served by
VLP are low-income landlords who re-
side in the properties they rent out, often
relying on their tenants’ rent to pay their
mortgage. They are often elderly, non-
native English speakers, and are without
ready access to resources.

“I felt intimidated, frustrated, and
confused until VLP,” said a 48-year-old
Spanish-speaking client who received
$10,000 for mortgage payments and
$18,000 in rental arrears since VLP be-
gan representing her.
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Success Story of
Middlesex CC Alu-
mi Landed a job in

New York City

From Page 09

Chhom learned in MCC’s program is
the value of networking within his in-
dustry. After completing an internship
while at his transfer institution, he was
hired into a position with the company
full-time. That role led to his current job
in New York working as a dailies color-
ist assist for a post-production facility.

Chhom knew MCC was an option
after hearing about the college in high
school and seeing his brother attend. He
graduated from Middlesex in 2018 with
a strong foundation of skills and a sense
of career path — including a goal of one
day becoming a Communications pro-

fessor.

Having learned more about his fu-
ture industry at MCC, he was able to ex-
plore at his own pace in a fun and safe
environment. For anyone interested in
pursuing this field, Chhom recommends
MCC as a starting place and believes “it
helped me get to where I am now.”

“When [ started doing something I
loved, I ate it up,” he said. “I graduated
from MCC with a 3.7. It made me feel
like I could actually do this. If you care
about what you’re doing, you’re going
to excel.”
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SIS Student, Alumni Find Career Success
Combatting Online Disinformation

From Page 12

al interests in her work as an executive
administrative assistant for the Cyber-
security Infrastructure Security Agency
(CISA), a division of the US Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. CISA pro-
vides the government and the public
with resources and educational materi-
als to increase awareness of disinforma-
tion, improve personal internet hygiene,
and offer ways to protect against future
cyberattacks. Samler manages commu-
nications, including talking points and
speeches, and does data research: “With
so much new and evolving technol-
ogy, it really complicates and escalates
the threat of disinformation, and cyber
attackers are continuously increasing
their toolkit of ways to target vulnerable
people.”

Shaping the Public Debate on Ad-
dressing Disinformation

Emily Tavenner, whose family is
originally from the Soviet Union, has
spent much of her life immersed in in-
tercultural communications and rela-
tions. After growing up watching her
parents confront and conquer the chal-
lenges of interacting with a new culture
in a new country, she knew that joining
the IC program at SIS was the right fit.
Aside from being able to apply her in-
tercultural experiences to her studies,
she was drawn to IC because of its wide
variety of specializations, including
technology policy.

“I was really interested in how the
program allowed you to focus on the
developments of information and com-
munications technology as well as how
those developments intersect with poli-
cy and culture. I’ve grown up with the
internet, so I’ve had a front-row seat to
the shifts in cultures and norms in online

communities,” says Tavenner.

Tavenner’s interest in the intersec-
tion of disinformation and technology
began when she worked as a political
media analyst during the 2016 US presi-
dential election. She saw how digital
tools were used by various actors to
shape political discourse in online com-
munities and became fascinated with
how social media campaigns played a
role in the election’s outcome. Today,
she works as a communications manag-
er for the Information Technology and
Innovation Foundation (ITIF), one of
the world’s leading think tanks for tech-
nology policy and innovation. At ITIF,
she translates the think tank’s research
on information technology, data inno-
vation, and telecommunications issues
into messaging that can reach and be un-
derstood by general audiences. The re-
search covers a slew of topics, including
online content moderation in the face of
disinformation campaigns. Tavenner
works with ITIF analysts who focus on
US tech policy as well as analysts based
in Europe who focus on tech policy is-
sues in the UK and the EU.

“It’s exciting to engage with policy
in this way,” says Tavenner. “The pub-
lic debate around an issue like the future
of online content moderation is filled
with many voices and takes. I work to
make sure ITIF’s findings and analyses
are not only heard in the cacophony but
that they’re also shaping that public de-
bate. The conversations around how to
improve addressing disinformation are
important and play a huge role in the fu-
ture of online spaces.”
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Massachusetts Minimum Wage $15
per Hour Begins January 1st, 2023

From Page 04

at least $15 per hour. If the total hourly
rate for the employee including tips does
not equal $15 at the end of the shift, the
employer must make up the difference.

Free copies of the AG’s Wage and
Hour poster are available in English,
Chinese, Haitian Creole, Khmer, Portu-
guese, Spanish, and Vietnamese on the
AG’s Fair Labor Division website to
download and print. To request a paper
copy, please visit www.mass.gov/ago/
fidposter or call (617) 727-3465. Em-
ployers in Massachusetts must post the
AG’s wage and hour poster in a conspic-
uous location in the workplace in Eng-
lish and in any other language used by
more than 5 percent of their workforce.

The Attorney General’s Fair La-
bor Division enforces laws that protect
workers, including minimum wage,
timely payment of wages, overtime,
earned sick time, child labor, Sunday
and holiday premium pay, and the pub-
lic construction bid and prevailing wage
laws. It also protects employees from
exploitation and wage theft through
strong partnerships and community
education. To increase resources avail-

able to victims of wage theft, the AG’s
Office works with community partners,
law schools, and private bar attorneys
to host free monthly wage theft clinics
at Suffolk Law School in Boston. These
clinics are part of an effort to address
wage theft and worker exploitation
among vulnerable populations, includ-
ing low-wage and immigrant workers
in the state. For more information and
a schedule of upcoming clinics, please
click here.

During the Fiscal Year 2022, the
Fair Labor Division assessed more than
$11.8 million in restitution and penalties
against employers on behalf of working
people in Massachusetts.

Workers who believe that their
rights have been violated in the work-
place can file a complaint at www.mass.
gov/ago/fid, or call the office’s Fair La-
bor Hotline at (617) 727-3465. More
information about the state’s wage and
hour laws is also available in multiple
languages here.
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Group Adults Foster Care Program
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Open for enroliment.

Persons with disability and chronic ilinesses
at no cost to patients.

We provide an individual care plan developed by

a registered nurse and case manager.

Service plan includes medication management,

personal care service at home, a Nurse and
Case Manager monitoring ongoing needs.

Patient must have Masshealth Standard to qualify.

We accept United, Senior Whole Health, Fallon
and Commonwealth Care Alliance.

Low-1n¢come landlords get first
statewide advocacy program

From Page 14

To be eligible for VLP assistance,
one must live in and rent out part of a
2-3-family home and must meet certain
income criteria (excluding the value of
one’s home):

For free services, household in-
come must be at or below 200% of the
federal poverty line.

* Partnerships with Justice Bridge
and Hampden County Legal Clinic may
be able to provide low-cost services or
other resources to landlords who do not
meet the criteria for our free services.

“The neglected landlord population
can lose their livelihoods, their homes,
and their legacies if they don’t get the
advice they need to be a successful land-
lord,” warns VLP’s Executive Director,
Joanna Allison.

The first-of-its-kind Landlord Ad-
vocacy program also has an active as-
sociation with the University of Massa-
chusetts School of Law, Justice Bridge
Program, Hampden County Legal Clin-
ic, Massachusetts Black Women Attor-
neys and Legal Squirrel; a virtual plat-
form created specifically for the project.
These key partnerships expanded VLP’s
capacity to reach and assist low-income
landlords statewide.

More information can be found
via the VLP telephone helpline at (857)
320-6452 or by emailing Yesenia Car-
rion at ycarrion@vlpnet.org. The online
application can be found here: https://
vlplandlord.com.
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Middlesex Metropolitan Planning
Organization (NMMPO) will be
held on February 22,2023 at 2:00
PM. The agenda for this meeting

can be found at www.nmcog.org.

Notice: NMMPO meetings are
currently being held virtually via
the Zoom platform. Information
about accessing the meeting will
be posted at www.nmcog.org. You
can also get information on meeting
access by calling 978-454-8021,
ext. 121 or by emailing jhoward@
nmcog.org. The NMMPO provides
reasonable accommodations and/or
language assistance free of charge
upon request (including but not
limited to interpreters in American
Sign Language and languages
other than English, open or closed
captioning for videos, assistive
listening devices and alternate
material formats), as available. For
assistance, please contact Justin
Howard at (978) 454-8021, ext.
121 or at jhoward@nmcog.org.
Requests should be made as soon
as possible for services requiring
advanced arrangements, including
sign language, CART or language

translation or interpretation.
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COMMUNITY TEAMWORK

Board of Directors Meetlng
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1,2023
6:30PM
PUBLIC WELCOME, RSVP:
curbanek@commteam.org
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PM Threatens to Sue, Attack Candlelight for
Saying CPP Makes Political Threats

Hun Sen told the Candlelight Party to
apologize and stop issuing statements that the
ruling CPP threatens it — or face legal action.

The prime minister was speaking at the
opening of a new hospital in Phnom Penh
when he waded into politics again.

Over the past week, Candlelight’s senior
adviser Kong Korm has been slapped with
lawsuits and vice president Thach Setha arrest-
ed. In response, the country’s biggest opposi-
tion party asked the CPP for talks and called on
the ruling party to end its pressure, threats and
political persecution.

Hun Sen on Thursday merely raised his
political rhetoric.

“You cannot issue a statement blaming
the ruling party for threatening you. Be careful
or the CPP will file a lawsuit, to speak clearly
with each other,” he said, noting that Setha was
arrested over a bouncing check — though the
case apparently dates back years.

“You issued a check without money and
the court made an arrest — this is reasonable.
‘Everything is politics,” ‘everything is politics,’
‘everything is politics,”” he said, deriding the
opposition. “If you do not apologize, we will
file a lawsuit against you.”

“There are only two options, one is us-
ing the courts, and the other is to go to their
homes and attack them. There are only these
since you no longer listen. Which way do you

prefer among the two? Do not dare,” he said,
repeating threats made last week.

Hun Sen, who was visibly angry in his
delivery, even turned his rhetoric against
named and unnamed opposition leaders and
their families.

“One person, your wife and your children
are in Phnom Penh. Don’t be foolish. I’m not
using your wife and children as hostage, but
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basis for a prior lawsuit against vice president
Son Chhay.

“I will end you through all these court
cases,” Hun Sen said. “I have never touched
your party, and why do you have to touch the
CPP. ... You know enough about democracy.”

you should not go too far,” Hun Sen said.

“Ho Vann, your child is a deputy of
Candlelight in Phnom Penh. You should come
home. Don’t follow the others. If you want to The CPP was only acting through proper
channels by filing cases with the courts, Hun

Sen said.

“If you want to win, please do your pro-
paganda like advertisements,” he said. “Coca-
Cola never insults Fanta.”

“But these bastards, when they start, they
have nothing to say besides cursing me,” he
said. “From now on, I will never accept and
tolerate it from the top to the bottom, if it
needs handcuffs, make it quick. ... Your words
pushed me to speak like this.”

Prime Minister Hun Sen at an under constrl]ction hospital in Phnom Penh on
January 19, 2022. (Hun Sen's Facebook)

He also referred to people who tried to
insult him by linking him to Vietnam — Korm,
the senior adviser sued last week, had recently
made such a suggestion.

“Your group deserves to be in prison, I
tell you. You cannot escape it because you are
a fish in a barrel. I can break your neck to eat
any time I want to, speaking clearly with each
other.”

come, I’ll pardon you.”

Hun Sen said the ruling party needed to
“eliminate extremists.”

“You cannot do anything that impacts the
honor and dignity of the CPP. If you dare to test
this, I will take action to show you.” He also raised Germany detaining envi-
ronmental activist Greta Thunberg from a pro-
test on Tuesday.

“How come they can do it but Cambo

He took exception to Candlelight saying
votes were stolen in last year’s election — the
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From ‘Color Revolution’ to ‘Extremists’; CPP’s
Linguistic Gymnastics Against Dissidents

The Cambodian People’s Party will root
out all extremist political groups, the party said
at a congress this weekend, as party workers
again voted for Hun Sen to lead them into the

upcoming national election.

The ruling party held an extraordinary
congress with more than 3,000 CPP members
this weekend in Phnom Penh, with the big
takeaways being the party’s aggressive stance
on “extremist” political opponents and vows
to defeat them — rhetoric often employed by
Prime Minister Hun Sen to talk about opposi-

tion leader Sam Rainsy and his allies.

“In this spirit, it is necessary to get rid of
all forms of extremist politics from Cambodian
society, not to allow this trend to cause the na-
tion divisions, to strengthen national unity and
ensure a peaceful living environment for the
people,” reads a party statement at the conclu-
sion of the two-day meeting.

As is customary, the party also picked
Hun Sen to lead them into the 2023 national
election in July, with a mention that Hun Ma-
net, who was picked by the CPP in December
2021 to succeed his father, would be the candi-
date in the future.

CPP spokesperson Sok Eysan said
the ruling party didn’t need to specify
which political groups were extremists.

“Sam Raisy is an extremist politi-
cian because his activities are still in-
citement to chaos and to bring society
back to the past disaster,” Eysan said.

He said the country was currently
in a phase of democracy and multi-
party values and that the party would
take quick action to stifle any extrem-
ism. Eysan added that past references to
color revolution were more apt for the
Cambodia National Rescue Party and its
attempts to mobilize mass demonstra-
tions after the 2013 election.

Hun Sen and the ruling establish-
ment have used changing names to de-
scribe the now-dissolved CNRP as well
as some of its senior leadership overseas
and the wider opposition movement in-
side and outside the country.

A scan of his speeches posted to his
website in English has the prime min-
ister using terms like extremist groups,
ill-willed groups, traitors, and factions
who are fleeing abroad. Previously, he
and government officials repeatedly

spoke about a so-called color revolution
— areference to an alleged foreign-aid-
ed attempt to overthrow the Cambodian
government, over which former CNRP
president Kem Sokha is facing treason
charges.

But “extremists” has been the more
common moniker as of late.

Earlier this month, Hun Sen used
the word in his address on the January
7 liberation day holiday, also called

prampi makara, then followed it up with
T

clear reference to Rainsy, who he says
comes from “three generations of trai-
tors.”

“This time I use only two letters
— T and F. ... I am going to go to the
provinces to set up a network to eradi-
cate extremist ideological organizations
formed by the three generations of trai-
tors,” he said.

Rainsy, in an email on Monday, in-
stead called Hun Sen an extremist who
was running a fascist dictatorship.

~ - -

The CPP’s congress in Phnom Penh on January 28, 2023. (Hun Sen’s Facebook page)

a string of pressure against opposition
politicians in the country. “Any person
or political party that serves the extrem-
ist politics of the traitor convicts must
change their actions in time, otherwise
they will face legal action,” he said.

In the following weeks, the ruling
party sued Candlelight Party senior ad-
viser Kong Korm for a speech he made,
asked him to leave his home that was
on Foreign Ministry land, and arrested
party vice president Thach Setha in an
alleged check bouncing case. The Can-
dlelight Party, formerly the Sam Rainsy
Party, has become a de-facto successor
for the disbanded CNRP.

In his most clear comments on
what he considers an extremist group,
Hun Sen said in October that he used his
“DIFID” strategy — divide, isolate, fin-
ish, integrate and develop — to “bring
down the Khmer Rouge political and
military organizations.”

But he would need only two of the
steps — isolate and finish — to handle
extremist groups, he said, making a

“This means that this dictatorship’s
robbing of the people and destruction of
the nation will continue forever through
his descendants according to his plan to
have his descendants rule the country
after him,” he said.

Hun Sen has also sporadically used
the term for others. He once called pol-
itician-turned-soothsayer Khem Veasna
an “extremist only in terms of religion/
faith” in August last year and once re-
ferred to environmental activists as “ex-
tremists who [keep talking about] where
has the forest gone.”

Meas Nee, a social commentator,
said most other countries refer to acts of
terrorism when referring to extremists,
and that in Cambodia it was previous-
ly, and commonly, used by the Khmer
Rouge.

“During the Pol Pot regime the
word of extremism was used and people
have been killed because of this word
being linked to them,” he said.

He said the ruling party was find-
ing different words to taint the opposi-
tion because they were unable to get the
CNRP’s voters to change their choice at
the ballot box.

Politicians too said they were not
thrilled with the use of the word. Men
Sothavarin, a former CNRP lawmaker,
said the dissolved party was not in an
armed conflict with the state and were
only using democratic principles to
push their messaging.

“The people know clearly who is a
dictator, who does what and who is an
extremist. People really know this clear-
ly,” he said.

Ou Chanrath, who heads the Cam-
bodia Reform Party, said words like ex-
tremist were being used more common-
ly, especially from last year’s commune
election. Rainsy and his allies were not
extremists, but their criticisms “lacked
ethics and were without clear evidence,”
Chanrath said.

“So it is not a solution to use all
these words,” he said.

Another
tor, Kim Sok, said the CPP was using
the term extremism against the wrong
groups — people who are advocating

political ~ commenta-

for free and fair elections and justice.

“Of course, the CPP most likely
chooses the words extremist acts to use
in destroying the politics of its rival and
Cambodian people who really love de-
mocracy,” he said.

Analyst Seng Sary said the words
may change but the intentions remained
the same: to destroy the ruling party’s
rivals.

“If one wants to eat a dog, one has
to first accuse that dog of being crazy.
Then one can kill that dog,” Sary said.

At the CPP meeting, Information
Minister Khieu Kanharith said Hun Sen
had announced that he would provide
legal services for entertainment workers
and IDPoor cards, but did not elaborate
on these plans. Additionally, Agricul-
ture Ministry official Yang Saing Koma
relayed Hun Sen’s plans to send one ag-
ricultural expert to each of the country’s
1,652 communes to boost agricultural
output.
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Project File No. 607887

A Live Virtual Public In-
formation Meeting will be
hosted on the MassDOT web-
site below to discuss the pro-
posed Lowell — Bridge Replace-
ment, Wood Street Extension
over Boston and Maine Railroad
and Merrimack River L-15-
088.

WHERE: Live Virtual
Public Meeting

WHEN: 6:00 PM, Tuesday,
February 7, 2023

PURPOSE: The pur-
pose of this meeting is to
provide the public with the
opportunity to become fully
acquainted with the proposed
Bridge Replacement project,
Wood Street Extension over
Boston and Maine Railroad
and Merrimack River L-15-
088. All views and comments
submitted in response to the
meeting will be reviewed and
considered to the maximum
extent possible.

PROPOSAL: The pro-
posed project includes the
replacement of the Wood Street
Extension over Boston and
Maine Railroad and Merrimack
River bridge.

A secure right-of-way is
necessary for this project.
Acquisitions in fee and per-
manent or temporary easements
may be required. The Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts
is responsible for acquiring all
needed rights in private or
public lands. MassDOT’s
policy concerning land acqui-
sitions will be presented in the
meeting.

Project inquiries, written
statements and other exhibits
regarding the proposed under-
taking may be submitted to

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS MASSACHU-
SETTS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION — HIGHWAY
DIVISION NOTICE OF A PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

Carrie E. Lavallee, P.E., Chief
Engineer, via e-mail to dot.
feedback.highway(@state.ma.us
or via US Mail to Suite 7210,
10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA
02116, Attention: Major Proj-
ects, Project File No. 607887.
Statements and exhibits in-
tended for inclusion in the
public meeting transcript must
be emailed or postmarked no
later than ten (10) business
days after the meeting is
posted to the MassDOT web-
site listed below.

This meeting is accessible
to people with disabilities.
MassDOT provides reasonable
accommodations and/or lan-
guage assistance free of charge
upon request (e.g interpreters
in American Sign Language
and languages other than Eng-
lish, live captioning, videos,
assistive listening devices and
alternate material formats), as
available. For accommodation
or language assistance, please
contact MassDOT’s Chief
Diversity and Civil Rights Of-
ficer by phone (857) 368-8580,
TTD/TTY at (857) 266-0603,
fax (857) 368-0602 or by email
(MassDOT.CivilRights@dot.
state.ma.us). Requests should
be made as soon as possible
prior to the meeting, and for
more difficult to arrange ser-
vices including sign-language,
CART or language translation
or interpretation, requests should
be made at least ten business
days before the meeting.

This Public Information
Meeting or a cancellation an-
nouncement will be hosted on
the internet at www.mass.gov/
massdot-highway-design-
public-hearings.

JONATHAN GULLIVER-
CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, P.E.
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRA-
TOR
CHIEF ENGINEER
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ONLINE EDITIONS
AVAILABLE AT
KHMERPOSTUSA.COM

PRINT READERSHIP
50,000 Monthly / 600,000 Annually
Plus additional exposure in our online
editions at khmerpostusa.com

2023 PRINTING SCHEDULES

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2023

Ao, (5
KhmerPost

/
ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES
All ads are printed in Full Color
Ad Size (WxH)
Full Inside (10” wide x 13" tall) . ... $ 552.00 Full Back Page (10" wide x 13"tall) . . ... .. .. $ 1000.00
1/2 (10" widex6.57tall) ........... 375.00 Front Page 1/2 (10" wide x6.57tall) .......... 1000.00
1/4 (5" widex6.5"tall) ............ 192.00 Front Page 1/4 (5" widex6.5"tall) ............ 620.00
1/8 (5" widex3.25"tall) ........... 108.00 Front Page 1/8 (5" widex3.25"tall) ........... 350.00
Business Card (3.5” wide x 2” tall) .. .60.00 Front Page Business Card (3.5" wide x 2" tall) . .. 200.00
Your ad is also published in our online editions of the newspaper at khmerpostusa.com

[ 2023 PRINTING DATES )

Advertising deadlines are 5 business days
prior to printing date.

January 1 Sunday July 1 Saturday
February 1 Wednesday August 1 Tuesday

March 1 Wednesday  September 1 Friday

April 1 Saturday October 1 Sunday

May 1  Monday November 1 Wednesday
% June 1 Thursday December 1 Friday y,

MONTHLY
DISTRIBUTION

70+ Locations in Lowell, MA = 7,000 copies
25 Locations in Lynn & Revere, MA » 1,000 copies
25 Locations in Providence & Cranston, Rl » 2,000 copies
Additional distribution online

CONTACT INFO
Khmer Post USA * P.O. Box 8848 » Lowell, MA 01853

Khmer Post USA Tel: 978.677.7163 » Fax: 978.677.7092
Distribution Locations Include: Email: khmerpostusa@gmail.com
Households * Markets » Retail Businesses www.khmerpostusa.com

Restaurants » Office Buildings » Government Offices i
Chamber of Commerce  Buddhist Temple Now Enclone Proce & Moy Ao tion
Laundromats = And Much More and Greater Merrimack Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA

Subscribe
@KhmerPostUSA




