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Over Genocide on January 7, 19797

By Soben Ung

This past January, there were many
celebrations and parties in various Cam-
bodian American communities and in
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Hun Sen (center back), Chea Sim (white shirt front), Heng Samrin (front
L) — of the Khmer Rouge defected to Vietnam where Vietnam grouped them with
the Khmer Viet Minh already in Hainoi — Chan Si R), Pen Sovan (front center)
among others and propped them up as the Cambodian face during its invasion of
Cambodia in Dec. 1979 and subsequent military occupation.
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Cambodia commemorating the fall of
Cambodia’s rul-
ing party CPP celebrated this day as
“Victory Over Genocide Day” thank-

the Khmer Rouge.

ing Vietnam for its military invasion in
1979, calling it a “liberation.” It is an
official holiday in Cambodia. In Lowell,
a crowd of over 250 Cambodian Ameri-
cans including several local elected of-
ficials attended the Cambodian People’s
Party 44th Anniversary of Victory Over
Genocide Day at Pailin Restaurant on
Branch Street.

I want to explain to our commu-
nity the significance of this day and
why Cambodians should not celebrate
this “Victory Over Genocide Day” but
instead remember the forgotten Cambo-
dian—Vietnamese War in which the So-
cialist Republic of Vietnam invaded and
occupied Cambodia for over a decade
starting in 1979.

On December 21, 1978, Vietnam
launched a full-scale invasion of Cam-
bodia with 170,000 troops that ousted
the Khmer Rouge in just two weeks.
January 7, 1979 marked the fall of the
Khmer Rouge regime, a regime famous-
ly known for killing 2 million people
in what is known as the Cambodian
Genocide. However, another 1.5 mil-
lion or more Cambodians died under

the ten-year occupation by Vietnam ac-
cording to governmental and academic
estimates. A number nearly equal to the
preceding Pol Pot regime but hardly
publicized.

After the invasion, Vietnam set up
a pro Vietnamese government made up
of a few Khmer Rouge defectors while
the remaining Khmer Rouge forces fled
to the Thai border and waged a guerilla
war against the Vietnamese army. Viet-
nam’s puppet government known as
People’s Republic of Kampuchea (PRK)
did not gain recognition by the United
Nations. Khmer Rouge remained the of-
ficial government at the United Nations
during that time.

Vietnam faced severe international
economic sanctions over the invasion of
Cambodia. However, Vietnam received
economic aid from the Soviet Union
and continued to fight the American and
Chinese-backed Cambodian resistance
groups for another decade until the fall
of the Berlin Wall when the Soviet Em-
pire crumbled. Without economic aid
from the Soviet Union, pro Vietnamese
government PRK, then led by Prime
Minister Hun Sen came to the negotiat-
ing table at the 1991 Paris Peace Agree-
ment which brought an end to Cambo-
dian-Vietnamese war and paved the way
to the nation’s first free election.

The United Nations sponsored a
free and fair election in 1993. Vietnam’s
puppet government PRK rebranded to
the name Cambodian People’s Party
(CPP) but retained its politburo and en-
tered the election. CPP lost the election
to the royalist’s FUNCINPEC Party.
However, CPP refused to accept the re-
sult and threatened to divide the nation
into two and secede eastern Cambodia.
Prince Norodom Ranariddh, head of
FUNCINPEC Party agreed to form a
coalition government with Hun Sen to
avoid another war since Cambodia has
been in continuous wars for 2 decades.
Little did Prince Ranariddh know, four
years later, his co-prime Minister Hun
Sen launched a coup d’etat, arrested the
prince and took control. Since then, Hun
Sen crushed any opposition to his power
in every election, making sure he has to-
tal control.

January 7 is a legacy of Hun Sen
and the Cambodian People’s Party, a
Vietnam backed PRK government from
1979 until this day. Those who celebrate

Please see /05
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Ui Sfa Y AINIQ FIURN Was There Act}lally a Cambodian Victory
Over Genocide on January 7, 1979?
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From Page 03

this day as victory should be reminded
that during 10 years under Vietnamese
control, 1.5 million Cambodian lives
were lost and must not be forgotten. The
Cambodian People’s Party is a pro Viet-
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Front (Left to Right from Khmer): Bou Thang, Mat Ly, Ros Samay, Hun
Sen, Mean (Men?) Sam An (f), Chuok Chim (f). Back Row (Left to Right from
Khmer): Say Phouthang, Som Kim Suot (f), Keo Chenda, Chea Sim, Heng
Samrin, Nuch Thon, Ong Phon, Pen Sovan (glasses), Nou Beng, Chan Ven, Chay
Kanha (f).
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nam government. Cambodia will be-
come part of Vietnam, similar to Khmer
Krom (Lower Mekong Delta), a part of

Cambodia that was annexed by Vietnam
in 1954, after over 200 years of occupa-
tion. History will repeat itself when you
don’t learn from: it.

People should remember the
Khmer Rouge killing field, but not be
misinformed to thank Vietnam for the
invasion. Cambodian Americans who
are knowledgeable about the true his-
tory commemorates the Cambodian
Genocide Remembrance Day on April
17, the day Phnom Penh fell in 1975.
The Cambodian American community
in Long Beach, for example, holds vari-
ous events throughout the day every year
on April 17th to remember the Khmer
Rouge killing field and host conversa-
tions to honor the memories of lives loss
and promote healing. This is the posi-
tive way to remember the history and
the victims. “Victory over Genocide
Day” is a celebration that legitimizes the
Vietnamese invasion and its illegitimate
government along with the forgotten 1.5
million lives loss during the occupation.

Furthermore, the Cambodian
Americans should not support Cambo-
dia’s authoritarian government while
living in the U.S., a country which em-
brace freedom and democracy. They
should not take part in any political
activity promoting single rule party in
Cambodia, much less as elected offi-
cials.
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Governor Maura Healey
Announced MassReconnect:
A Free Community College
Degree Program

By Khmer Post USA

On Wednesday, March 1, Middle-
sex Community College President Phil
Sisson participated in a press announce-
ment and follow-up meeting where
Governor Maura Healey announced her
MassReconnect program. This initiative
promises $20 million to the 2024 state
budget to allow individuals 25 and old-
er who have completed high school or

On Wednesday, March 1, Governor Maura Healey and Kim Driscoll announced MassReconnect
program at Mass Bay Community College.
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some college credits to receive a degree
or industry credential from a community
college at no cost.

“At Middlesex, we understand
that receiving an education past high
school can transform lives in a number

Massachusetts Governor Maura Healey, Lt. Governor Kim Driscoll, and MCC President Phil
Sisson (fourth from left)
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of ways,” President Sisson said. “We
also know there are many financial and
personal barriers that students face in
getting an education that are heightened
once an individual reaches an age be-
yond that of a traditional-aged college
student. Community colleges, and MCC

in particular, are in a unique position

to help adult learners who have credits
but no credentials while addressing the
workforce shortages of the state. We
do so with curriculum and hands-on
experiences in all of our programs that
are based on deep collaboration and
partnership with in-demand industries
throughout the state.”

“Workforce shortages have impact-
ed nearly all sectors of our economy,
but we have an incredible opportunity
before us to train the next generation of
workers and increase opportunities for
all,” Governor Healey said. “The Mass-
Reconnect program, as well as the other
investments in education and workforce
development that we call for in our bud-
get, will be transformative for hundreds
of thousands of our residents. More stu-
dents than ever before will be able to ad-
vance or complete their educations and
set themselves up for a successful career
in in-demand industries like health care,
engineering, advanced manufacturing
and tech.”

In the past two years, MCC has
made efforts to enhance its career in-
tegrated learning opportunities for stu-
dents, starting with the Biotechnology
Learn and Earn program in 2020. Thus
far, the program has seen immense suc-
cess, leading to increased enrollment,
retention and graduation numbers, as
well as a high number of our graduates
receiving full-time job offers before
they even graduate from Middlesex.

President Sisson was joined at the
events by Tom Lauzon, an MCC part-
ner whose company has assisted many
Middlesex students from the biotech
program. Lauzon is the Vice President
of Gene Therapy Manufacturing from
Ultragenyx in Bedford.

Governor Healey’s MassReconnect
program is an opportunity for Middle-
sex to reach a wider population of stu-
dents and help adult learners complete a
credential or earn their associate degrees
and certificates. While this meets the
employment needs of the state, MCC
students gain long-term academic, per-

Please see /15
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Two Earthquakes in Turkey
Killed More 44,300 People

By Khmer Post USA

On February 6, two very large
earthquakes 7.8 and 7.5 in magnitudes
struck Turkey killing more than 44,300
people. The World Bank estimated
about $34.2 billion in damages, equiva-
lent to 4% of its GDP economic output.
The hard-hit rovs _include

Kahramanmaras,
Malatya and Adiyaman where 81% of
the damages occurred, home to 6.45
million people or 7.4% of the total
population of Turkey, according to the
report.

Hatay, Gaziantep,

More than 1.7 million Syrian refu-
gees or almost 50% of the total Syrian
refugee population are now living in
Turkey.

According to the Global Rapid
Post-Disaster =~ Damage  Estimation
(GRADE) Report, 1.25 million people
are homeless because of the collapse and
damage to their homes. The bank report
found there more than 7,500 aftershocks
and two additional earthquakes hit the
country, the worst seen in 80 years. The
recovery and reconstruction costs may
double due to economic disruptions.

The World Bank announced an
initial package of $1.78 billion in assis-
tance to help relief and recovery efforts,
which include the immediate assistance
of $780 million via Contingent Emer-
gency Response Components (CERCs)
from two existing projects in Turkey
and $1 billion in a new emergency re-
covery project to support people affect-
ed by this disaster.
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Jerome Powell
Chair, Federal Reserve
Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell. Source: Screen shot
via Federalreserve.gov
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Housing Market Begins to Rebound

By Soben Ung
Last week, the Federal Reserve
approved a quarter-percentage increase
in interest rate, which brings the fed-
eral funds rate from 4.5% to 4.75%, the
smallest percentage increase compared
to the last six consecutive increases in

passed” and the housing market has
started to rebound in the last quarter.
According to the Office of Policy
Development and Research report in
January 2023,
market showed mixed results. Some
indicators such as the purchase of new

the national housing

Photo by Soben Ung

2022 to slow down the economy.

In a February 1 press conference,
Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Pow-
ell said “we continue to anticipate that
ongoing increases in the target range for
the federal funds rate will be appropriate
in order to attain a stance of monetary
policy that is sufficiently restrictive to
return inflation to 2 percent over time.”
Inflation soared to 9% last summer, the
highest in 40 years. Food price went up
13.5 percent, the highest 12-month in-
flation increase since 1979.

At the end of the December board
meeting, the officials estimated the in-
crease interest rate would be between
5 and 5.25%. That estimate has not
changed and will be updated in March
or May meeting.

The increase in interest rates makes
mortgage financing more expensive
since the spring of last year. However,
economists are saying “the worst has

homes increased in the last quarter of
2022 despite the higher interest rate.
New single-family home sales rose 2.3
percent in December though annually
were 16.5 percent down from 771,000
in 2021, their slowest housing market
since 2018. The National Association
of Realtor also reported that existing
home sales were down 1.5 percent in
December and annually were down 17.8
percent or 5.03 million units from 6.12
million in 2021. Meanwhile, new con-
struction of single-family homes fell
10.6 percent and construction of multi-
family homes rose 14.5 percent in 2022.

“We are seeing more customers
willing to consider an adjustable-rate
mortgage,” said Jerry Frechette, Senior
Vice President of Lending at Washing-
ton Savings Bank. He said there does
appear to be some activity in the pur-
chase market from people that have

Please see /21
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Vietnam and Cambodia ink MoU on
Cooperation between two legislatures

They also reaffirmed the principle of
not allowing any hostile forces to use the
territory of one country to harm the secu-
rity of the other. They pledged to find
mutually acceptable solutions to complete
the remaining 16% workload of land bor-
der demarcation and border marker plant-
ing, in order to build a land border of peace,
stability, co-operation, and development-

between the two countries.

Hue thanked Cambodia for closely
coordinating with Vietnam in successfully
rescuing many Vietnamese citizens who
had been scammed and forced to work
illegally at economic establishments owned
by foreigners in Cambodia.

He expected that both sides would
continue to deal with the issue moving
forward.

Discussing further ties between the
two legislatures, the two leaders underscored
the importance of strengthening parliamen-
tary diplomacy, both bilaterally and mul-
tilaterally.

Hue suggested that the two sides in-
crease the exchange of delegations of their
legislative bodies, as well as bringing into
full play mechanisms to promote the effi-
ciency of their cooperation. In the immedi-
ate future, he requested that the two sides
competently prepare for the organisation
of the Friendship Parliamentary Group
Meeting of the two legislatures that is
scheduled to take place in Vietnam in

December.

The two sides agreed to work in tan-
dem to both monitor and speed up the
implementation of bilateral and multilat-
eral treaties and agreements to which the
two countries are either signatories or are
members.

Among the documents were those
relating to building partnerships and pro-

moting multilateral solutions to global
challenges, such as climate change, green
and sustainable development, as well as
food - energy - water resources - health
security. In addition, both sides should seek
to further promote joint development and
cooperation programmes along border
areas in order to build a common border
of peace, cooperation, and development.

Regarding regional and international
issues of mutual concern, the two leaders
emphasised that Vietnam and Cambodia
must further strengthenties and mutual
support at multilateral forums, especially
within ASEAN and Mekong sub-regional
cooperation mechanisms.

The two sides emphasised the impor-
tance of ensuring security, safety, and
freedom of navigation and overflight in the
East Sea, as well as resolving disputes by
peaceful means, on the basis of interna-
tional law, including the1982 UN Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

Both host and guest also talked about
the preparations being made ahead of a

tripartite meeting between the leaders of
the National Assemblies of Vietnam, Laos,
and Cambodia.

Top Vietnamese, Cambodian legisla-
tors hold talks

NA Chairman meets Cambodian Sen-
ate President

in Phnom Penh on November 19, as part
of his official visit to Cambodia and at-
tendance to the 43rd ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA-43).
At the meeting, the two leaders
believed that recent mutual visits by
Vietnamese and Cambodian senior lead-
ers will create a strong impetus to promote
the traditional friendship and compre-
hensive cooperation between the two
countries and their legislative bodies.
They agreed to strengthen collabo-
ration in all channels of Party, Govern-
ment, Parliament and people-to-people

National Assembly Chairman Vuong Dinh Hue (L) and Cambodian Senate Presi-
dent Samdech Say Chhum (Photo:VNA)

National Assembly (NA) Chairman
Vuong Dinh Hue met with Cambodian
Senate President Samdech Say Chhum

diplomacy; and continue exchanging
legislative information and experience
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Where to save your money in 20237

By Soben Ung

Because of the federal interest rate
hike in the past 12 months and the ex-
pected increase in interest rate continuing
in 2023, many banks and credit unions now

offer high-yield saving accounts and CDs
above 4%, higher than the last 15 years.

Jeanne D’arc Credit Union of Lowell,
Massachusetts offers 4.25% APY certificate
of deposit (CD) rates with only $250
minimum to open an account and hold for
17 months. Various banks currently offer
high-yield saving accounts with very little

red tape. Citizen bank offers 4% APY sav-
ing account with a minimum balance of
just $1. For those able to hold a larger
saving, Cambridge Savings Bank offers
4.75% annual interest rate for a 14-months
CD with $10,000 minimum requirement

for Massachusetts residents.

The Federal Treasury also offers at-
tractive rates of 4.88% yield for a 2-year
Treasury Bill, 4.26% yield for 5-year, and
3.96% yield for 10-year at the time of this
writing.
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Vietnam and Cambodia ink MoU on
Cooperation between two legislatures

From Page 13

between their specialised committees.

Based on sound outcomes achieved
in the Vietnam-Cambodia and Cambodia-
Vietnam Friendship Year 2022, Hue
suggested the sides pay further attention
to educating the people, especially youth,
about the bilateral ties.

Both leaders expressed their delight
at the fact that the legislatures of Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Laos upgraded the confer-
ence of heads of NA committees for
external relations to a biennial one of the
NA chairpersons, which is expected to
be held for the first time in Laos next
year.

Hue said he hopes Samdech Say
Chhum will further direct the promotion
of the two countries' friendship and
comprehensive cooperation; support
people of Vietnamese origin to have a
stable life and integrate well into the host
society; and create favourable conditions
for Vietnamese enterprises to invest and
do business in Cambodia.

After the meeting, the leaders wit-
nessed the signing of a cooperation
agreement between the Office of the
Vietnamese NA and the Secretariat of
the Cambodian Senate.

In the evening of the same day,
President of the Cambodian NA Samdech
Heng Samrin hosted a banquet for Chair-
man Hue and the high-ranking delegation

of the Vietnamese NA.
Vietnam treasures friendship with

Penh on November 19, Chairman
Hue expressed his honour to pay the of-
ficial visit to Cambodia on the occasion
of the 55th anniversary of diplomatic
ties, which is concurrent with the 100th
birth anniversary of late King Norodom
Sihanouk.

~ w__:
¥ - h

National Assembly Chairman Vuong Dinh Hue meets King of Cambodia Noro-
dom Sihamoni (Photo: VNA)

Cambodia: NA Chairman

Vietnam always treasures and stays
determined to consolidate the fine neigh-
bourliness, traditional friendship, com-
prehensive, long-term and sustainable
cooperation with Cambodia, said Na-
tional Assembly Chairman Vuong Dinh
Hue.

Paying a courtesy call to King of
Cambodia Norodom Sihamoni in Phnom

He said the Vietnamese leaders and
people are always grateful to and ap-
preciate the profound sentiments and
invaluable support that late King Sihanouk,
King Sihamoni and generations of Cam-
bodian leaders and people have provided
for the Vietnamese people during the past
struggle for national liberation as well
as the current national construction and

development.

Speaking highly of Cambodia’s
achievements under the sound rule of
King Sihamoni, the Vietnamese guest
wished that the King would continue
supporting the strong, substantive and
effective development of bilateral friend-
ship and cooperation.

Sihamoni, for his part, said high-
ranking Cambodian leaders, including
he and Queen Mother Norodom Monineath
Sihanouk, together with the Vietnamese
leaders, always strive to continue inten-
sifying the fraternal friendship and soli-
darity in all areas for the common inter-
ests of the two countries and their people
as well as for the sake of peace, stability
and development in the world.

He expressed gratitude to Vietnam
for helping Cambodia in the resistance
war against imperialists and the escape
from the genocidal regime.

The host affirmed that he would
work with the Queen Mother to further
foster bilateral friendship and solidarity.

On the occasion, Chairman Hue
reiterated President Nguyen Xuan Phuc’s
invitation to the King to visit Vietnam in
appropriate time next year. The King
thanked and accepted the invitation with
pleasure.

The same day, the Vietnamese NA
also paid a call on Queen Mother Monineath
Sihanouk. VNA/VOV
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Governor Maura Healey Announced MassReconnect:
A Free Community College Degree Program

From Page 08
sonal and professional success.

“Our proven track record of career
integrated learning, combined with our
mission centered on equity and access,
places MCC as the best option for adult
students looking to reach their goals and

advance in their careers,” President Sis-
son said. “I look forward to partnering
with Governor Healey, the Massachu-
setts community college system, and all
of you on this exciting initiative.”
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You can count on us.
Checking and Savings Accounts

Personal Loans
Home Loans
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FDIC LENDER

€5 Enterprise Bank

CREATE SUCCE

EnterpriseBanking.com | 877-671-2265
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Home Care Agency
SRS D
Group Adults Foster Care Program
AYT G FIU—AIIINMILY

144 Merrimack Street * Suite 404
Lowell, MA 01852 « 617-783-7177

Open for enroliment.

Persons with disability and chronic ilinesses

at no cost to patients.

We provide an individual care plan developed by

a registered nurse and case manager.

Service plan includes medication management,

personal care service at home, a Nurse and
Case Manager monitoring ongoing needs.

Patient must have Masshealth Standard to qualify.

We accept United, Senior Whole Health, Fallon
and Commonwealth Care Alliance.
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Governor Healey leads climate change
discussion at UMass Dartmouth

The workforce development-fo-
cused roundtable featured top state of-
ficials, local politicians, and student and
faculty researchers

On January 10, 2023, UMass Dart-
mouth hosted a roundtable discussion
on climate change, sustainability, and
workforce development led by Gover-

"

relates to the administration's climate,
education, and economic and workforce
development goals.

Alongside state and local officials
were Chancellor Mark Fuller, members
of his cabinet, and faculty research-
ers Professor Cindy Pilskaln, Professor
Daniel MacDonald, Assistant Professor

UMassD stunts, faculty, and officials including Chancellor Fuller pose with
Lt. Governor Driscoll and Governor Healey

nor Maura Healey and Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Kim Driscoll - their first trip out-

Ryan Beemer, and Associate Professor
Gavin Fay.

Chancellor Fuller, Governor Healey, and Lt. Governor Driscoll

side the State House since being sworn
into office.

Joining the discussion was Secre-
tary of Executive Office of Economic
Development Yvonne Hao, Secretary
of Executive Office of Energy & Envi-
ronmental Affairs Rebecca Tepper, local
politicians, mayors, and recently named
Climate Chief Melissa Hoffer. On her
first day in office, Healey established
the first-in-the-nation Climate Chief po-
sition and created the Office of Climate
Innovation and Resilience.

The Healey-Driscoll ~Adminis-
tration visited UMass Dartmouth to
learn more about the University's work
around climate sustainability and how it

The Governor was most eager to
hear from students who had conducted
research in sustainability-related fields.
Graduate student Marcia Campbell,
who recently returned from collecting
carbon samples at the North Pole to
measure climate change, discussed her
travels, and Assistant Research Profes-
sor Micheline Labrie explained her
work in the School for Marine Science
& Technology's new $1.2M Biodegrad-
ability Lab.

"We are preparing future employ-
ees for the clean energy industry and
many green and blue economy jobs,"
said Chancellor Mark Fuller. "Our fac-
ulty and students are doing ground-

breaking research enhancing coastal
resiliency, seeking to understand and
combat climate change, and partner-
ing with industry to support sustainable
fishing and develop more ocean-safe
plastics."

The University's research focus in
sustainability and marine science and

| r"‘l' I

S—

technology has been invaluable to the
evolving fishing industry, burgeoning
offshore wind sector, and overall well-
being of our region. Over the past three
years, UMass Dartmouth received near-
ly $23M in external funding to study the
environment, sustainability, and clean
energy, including $16.5M in federal
Office of Naval Research funding for
the Marine and UnderSea Technology
research program (MUST). Professor
Pingguo He and Commonwealth Pro-
fessor Kevin Stokesbury collaborate
with offshore wind companies Vineyard
Wind and Mayflower Wind to document
changes in the marine habitat associated
with offshore wind farm development.
Projects in the wind farm areas include
trawl surveys to assess commercially
important fish species and drop camera
surveys to study the ocean floor ecosys-

tem.

In addition to research, the Uni-
versity has emphasized workforce de-
velopment partnerships. Collaborations
exist to create a talent pipeline through
the "CONNECT4WIND" partnership
with the regional higher education con-
sortium, Mass Clean Energy Center
offshore wind internship program with
Bristol Community College, and New
Bedford High School marine science
summer internship program.

UMass Dartmouth has also placed
great importance on the sustainability of
campus infrastructure. The University
has replaced 70% of outdated lights on
campus with high-efficiency LED bulbs,
installed hundreds of energy-efficient
windows, optimized the on-campus
power plant, and is currently exploring
geothermal power. These improvements
have led to UMass Dartmouth being
named one of the nation's most envi-
ronmentally responsible colleges by
The Princeton Review for eleven years
straight.

Governor Healey's visit attracted
attention from media across Massachu-
setts, including articles in MASSLive,
the Fall River Herald, and the New Bed-
ford Light.

COMMUNITY TEAMWORK

Board of Directors Meeting
ABIUNHANNIAYMI{U®II2 CTI

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29,2023
6:30PM
PUBLIC WELCOME, RSVP:
curbanek@commteam.org
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PHYSICAL THERAPY

Eastern Physicial Therapy
851 Middlesex Street, Suite 1 Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-677-6333 Fax: 978-677-6982

Have Aches & Pain?
We Can Help.

@ Injuries from Auto Accident
@ Slip & Fall
& Chronic Arthritis
ical rehabilitation
Imeatment
lic Surgical and No
Comp Rehab

n-Surgical

@ W ||-|.r.

\1'|L provw Idu preventative and rehabilita-

1|L|||1 injurie =
werall physical ability.
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Housing Market Begins to Rebound

From Page 10

been waiting for rates to go down and/or
home values to go down and have now
decided to buy because it maybe some
time before either of those two things
happen.

Home price were down 1 percent,
from an annual gain of 9.8 percent in
November. The mortgage rate has come
down in the last quarter while “house
prices have remained the same or de-
clined in the past several months—all of
which should help to improve demand.
Inventories of existing homes are still
lean,” according to the U.S Department
of Housing and Urban Development.

The interest rate was at a re-
cord low of 3.2% prior to the Federal
Reserve raising the rate last spring.
Frechette shared with Khmer Post USA
that “so many people had the opportu-
nity to refinance at lower rates over the
past few years. They now do not want to
refinance their existing mortgage...but
are now looking at home equity lines of
credit or a fixed rate second mortgage to
tap into the equity of their home without
disturbing the low rate they have on the
first mortgage.” Federal interest rate for
30-year loan is 6.4% at the end of De-
cember 2022.

THE NMMPO’s FFY 2023-
2027 TIP AND 2023 TITLE VI
PLAN

The Northern Middlesex
Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion (NMMPO) has released for
public comment draft amendment
3 to the FFY 2023-2027 Trans-
portation Improvement Program
(TIP).The proposed TIP amend-
ment involves cost increases for
rehabilitation of two bridges on
[-459 in Tewksbury as well as
several transit projects. In addi-
tion, the MPO has also release the
2023 Draft Title VI Plan, which
focuses on equitable spending of
federal transportation dollars in
the region. These documents can
be found at www.nmcog.org.

A virtual public meeting to
receive comments on the draft
amendment and Title VI Plan, will
be held on March 7 at 5:30 PM.
The meeting link can be found on
the NMCOG website. You may
also submit comments by phone
at (978) 454-8021, ext. 121, or
by email: jhoward@nmcog.org.
If preferred, comments may be
mailed to: NMCOG, 40 Church
St. Suite 200, Lowell, MA 01852.
The NMMPO’s public participa-
tion process satisfies the LRTA’s
public participation requirements
for the program of projects.

The NMMPO provides rea-
sonable accommodations and/
or language assistance free of
charge upon request (including
but not limited to interpreters in
American Sign Language and
languages other than English,
open or closed captioning for
videos, assistive listening devices
and alternate material formats),
as available. For assistance,
please contact Justin Howard at
(978) 454-8021, ext. 121 or at
jhoward@nmcog.org. Requests
should be made as soon as pos-
sible for services requiring ad-
vanced arrangements, including
sign language, CART or language
translation or interpretation.
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8858 VI gi woum
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ONLINE EDITIONS
AVAILABLE AT
KHMERPOSTUSA.COM

PRINT READERSHIP
50,000 Monthly / 600,000 Annually
Plus additional exposure in our online
editions at khmerpostusa.com

2023 PRINTING SCHEDULES

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2023

Ao, (5
KhmerPost

/
ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES
All ads are printed in Full Color
Ad Size (WxH)
Full Inside (10” wide x 13" tall) . ... $ 552.00 Full Back Page (10" wide x 13"tall) . . ... .. .. $ 1000.00
1/2 (10" widex6.57tall) ........... 375.00 Front Page 1/2 (10" wide x6.57tall) .......... 1000.00
1/4 (5" widex6.5"tall) ............ 192.00 Front Page 1/4 (5" widex6.5"tall) ............ 620.00
1/8 (5" widex3.25"tall) ........... 108.00 Front Page 1/8 (5" widex3.25"tall) ........... 350.00
Business Card (3.5” wide x 2” tall) .. .60.00 Front Page Business Card (3.5" wide x 2" tall) . .. 200.00
Your ad is also published in our online editions of the newspaper at khmerpostusa.com

[ 2023 PRINTING DATES )

Advertising deadlines are 5 business days
prior to printing date.

January 1 Sunday July 1 Saturday
February 1 Wednesday August 1 Tuesday

March 1 Wednesday  September 1 Friday

April 1 Saturday October 1 Sunday

May 1  Monday November 1 Wednesday
% June 1 Thursday December 1 Friday y,

MONTHLY
DISTRIBUTION

70+ Locations in Lowell, MA = 7,000 copies
25 Locations in Lynn & Revere, MA » 1,000 copies
25 Locations in Providence & Cranston, Rl » 2,000 copies
Additional distribution online

CONTACT INFO
Khmer Post USA * P.O. Box 8848 » Lowell, MA 01853

Khmer Post USA Tel: 978.677.7163 » Fax: 978.677.7092
Distribution Locations Include: Email: khmerpostusa@gmail.com
Households * Markets » Retail Businesses www.khmerpostusa.com

Restaurants » Office Buildings » Government Offices i
Chamber of Commerce  Buddhist Temple Now Enclone Proce & Moy Ao tion
Laundromats = And Much More and Greater Merrimack Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA

Subscribe
@KhmerPostUSA




