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Bumpy Path Ahead for Under—
Pressure Candlelight Party
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Are you taking care

of a loved one at home?

_ - , Contact us today and find out how you
Candlelight Party rally in Phnom Penh on May 21, 2022. (Andrew Haffner/VOD) can rECEiVE up to S]ﬁoo 1 mﬂnth ﬁ-om US!
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Soun Chanraksmey, who took out a $15,000 microfinance loan before being evicted from Angkor
Archaeological Park, pictured in Run Ta Ek on January 18, 2023. (Fiona Kelliher/VOD)

sary for the park to maintain its Unesco
world heritage status.

That prospect didn’t seem to con-
cern her lender, Sathapana Bank: Sor
said she renewed the loan again five
years later, both times showing repre-
sentatives her soft land title.

“When we first got here, we used an
oil lamp and the house was made from
leaves until we got the loan and built
this big house,” said Sor, 62. “I haven’t
finished my payments to the bank, but
they already want to kick me out.”

Interviews with people within An-
gkor Archaeological Park and reloca-
tion site Run Ta Ek indicate that micro-
finance institutions have been lending
to people with Angkor land as collat-
eral for years. Some borrowers used the
money to build or expand their homes,
which the government has now said ne-
cessitates their eviction.

Angkor park borrowers — who
mostly rely on selling food and souve-
nirs to tourists — said that the MFIs had
not explained what may happen to their
loans now that they are being kicked off
the land they put up for collateral, but
are worried about making monthly pay-
ments in a relocation site with few job
opportunities.

Like Sor, many families have soft
titles, which are recognized at the local
but not national level.

“Almost every house” has a loan,
B said Seang Sokchea, a 32-year-old fa-
IS I W{UMmN g ily home with high ceilings and a store- ther living on a quiet road nearby and
SUNANIS J1 Hi S ;j Gmiu front. has a $5,000 loan with Acleda. Since the

But the small plot of land she put evictions began, “the microfinance in-
up as collateral in Kokchak district’s stitutions have been silent. They haven’t

Gis
QQ nLTI SGJ L’UE’(‘I FPUTE 2 I?lj[IJ‘ Veal village — and where she has lived shown up here recently.”

since 2005 — is considered state-owned

| 1
public land under the Apsara Authority, ease see /15
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We wish a joyous celebration and a
happy, healthy, and prosperous new year

to our friends from the countries of Bangladesh,
Cambodia, India, Laos, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal,
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his involvement in a hush-money pay-
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ANmMinNic siomuifsmenys  Stormy Daniel during his 2016 elec-
RIS ) ' tion campaign. Mr. Trump is expected
to appear at the Manhattan District At-
torney office on Tuesday April 4 for
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highest level in history.”

He said the Democrats are wea-
ponizing the justice system to punish
him as a political opponent, “who just
so happens to be a President of the
United States and by far the leading
Republican candidate for President,
has never happened before.”

Revived by Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg, the case is re-
lated to Trump’s former lawyer Mi-
chael Cohens who pledged guilty to
several federal felonies in 2018, in-
cluding campaign finance violation
and financial transactions to Stormy
Daniels to keep her silence about sex-
ual encounter with Mr. Trump during
his 2016 campaign. Cohens testified
that he did so under Mr. Trump’s di-
rection. The former President denied
having any relationship with the adult-

Please see /11
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Angkor Committee Experts Reiter-
ate Congratulations Amid Eviction
of Thousands

UPDATED — A leaked report
from experts at an international body
overseeing Angkor Archaeological Park
reiterated past congratulations for Cam-
bodia’s efforts to dismantle illegal struc-
tures in heritage areas amid mass evic-
tions of roughly 10,000 families from
the site.

Without raising any issues about
the current evictions, the report said
Cambodia should continue its program
to remove illegal structures around the
park.

The 21-page report — which was
obtained by VOD — was produced by

House and shop demolitions in Angkor Archaeological Park in September 2022. (Supplied)
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ad-hoc experts under the International
Coordinating Committee for Angkor
Wat and presented at internal meetings
in December. ICC-Angkor oversees
the “safeguarding and development”
of Angkor Wat, hosting regular meet-
ings between its partner organizations
of Unesco, the Cambodian government,
Japan and France.

After Prime Minister Hun Sen
backed mass evictions around the world
heritage site starting in August, a Unes-
co spokesperson said that the ICC-An-
gkor experts “will visit the relocation
sites to conduct independent assess-
ments of the relocation programme in
mid-December.”

Yet the report offers almost no
discussion of the evictions or the main
relocation site about 20 km from Ang-
kor Wat, which residents say is plagued
with joblessness and lacks basic ameni-
ties. There is no mention of the people
being relocated, how the process was
implemented, the number of families in-
volved or how it has affected them.

Instead, the ad-hoc group of ex-
perts “recommend, once again, that the

APSARA National Authority continue
to implement appropriate measures to
deal with those illegal buildings, focus-
ing on keeping Angkor as one of the
iconic World Heritage sites,” it says.

The growth of illegal structures
“poses objective problems of compat-
ibility with the maintenance of the out-
standing universal value of this site,”
they write. The report is not signed with
names.

Experts do not mention the reloca-
tion sites, Run Ta Ek and Peak Sneang.
In one sentence, they “recommend that
attention be paid to the sustainable de-
velopment of newly established settle-
ments by ensuring the economic condi-
tions for their development.”

The report also reiterates recom-
mendations it made in December 2017,
which “congratulates the APSARA
National Authority for carrying out the
program of dismantling recent illegal
constructions” and “recommends to
consider the implementation of another
dismantling program for more ancient
illegal buildings located in sensitive ar-
eas.”

A few months earlier in August of
that year, at least 500 structures were
razed to the ground, the Cambodia Dai-
ly reported at the time.

In all, less than 300 words are dedi-
cated to the razing of structures that
prompted the most recent evictions.

Phil Robertson, deputy director of
Human Rights Watch’s Asia division,
said after reviewing portions of the
report that “experts at archaeological
restoration should not be considered as
knowledgeable about issues involving
forced relocation of communities.”

“That’s obvious, judging by the
report’s insensitive and frankly ill-in-
formed praise for authorities’ actions
against long-residing communities liv-
ing in the Angkor complex,” he said.
“If UNESCO is serious about ensuring
rights are respected, they need to com-
mission a separate investigation and
report about these forced relocations,
and ensure it’s done in a transparent and
participatory fashion that values the per-
spectives of those being displaced from
communities where they have lived for
many years.”

The tension between the livelihood
of residents — many of whom have soft
land titles for their homes and survive
selling food or souvenirs to tourists —

Please see /21
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What’s the Point of Staying
With the Opposition?’

By Mech Dara VOD

Local-level Candlelight officials
say they face regular harassment and
discrimination, and are disappointed to

Sunwo gaRpAusyefami  MsIsmishiighminnuigurg)s  see the party’s leaders shirk away from

Candlehght Party activists erect a party blllboard in Kandal province on May 6, 2022 (Michael Dickison/VOD)
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it and instead embrace the ruling party.

Some of the grassroots opposition
activists said they understood the need
to be soft to avoid being dissolved be-
fore the election, but others said they
would need to reconsider their mem-
bership if the opposition was losing its
principles.

Candlelight vice president Thach
Setha was arrested Monday amid a re-
cent string of lawsuits against the op-
position. The party issued a statement
calling for the ruling party to end its
pressure, threats and political persecu-
tion, but soon took it down due to an an-
gry speech by Prime Minister Hun Sen.

On Friday, Candlelight further is-
sued a statement that stopped short of
an outright apology but said Candlelight
“affirms the purity, correctness and dig-
nity of the ruling Cambodian People’s
Party.”

The opposition “supports the posi-
tion of the Cambodian People’s Party
in strengthening the political environ-
ment in the best way to ensure that the
upcoming seventh National Assembly
election on July 23, 2023, will be free
and fair,” it said.

For Sok Sreynuon, Preah Theat
first deputy commune chief in Tbong
Khmum’s O’Reang Ou district, the par-
ty leaders’ attitudes were concerning.

“I came and joined the opposition
party because I love their principles —
not the individuals themselves — so
when they change their principles, I will
not support them,” Sreynuon said.

Opposition supporters in her com-
mune faced regular pressure — they
were scared to put up signs or talk poli-
tics because they relied on ruling-party
commune officials to sign documents
for them, she said. As first deputy, she
was being excluded from most of the
administrative work, she added.

“When we are in there we can help
with a lot of things for the people. ...
I can raise my voice for people against
paying the money,” she said, alluding to
bribes.

“What [Hun Sen] has been doing
is preventing the opposition party from
participating in the election, and this is
not democracy or justice for Cambo-
dia.”

She was not going to back down
from the pressure, Sreynuon said. “I
have seen his messages and remarks. It
does not break my spirit. Even seeing
my vice president arrested, we are still
strong. I’'m used to this thing.”

She would not apologize for saying
the opposition was under pressure, she
added.

“Strong leaders would reconsider
on this issue because we did not make
a mistake,” Sreynuon said. “We do poli-
tics. We have the right to express our
views and to have our principles. When
we are the opposition party and we fol-
What’s the
point of being an opposition party?”’

low the lines they draw ...

“What’s the point of staying with
the opposition party?”’

Mey Sophorn, Svay Ralum second
deputy chief in Kandal’s Takhmao city,
said he was similarly excluded from the
commune’s administrative work and
faced frequent pressures. But he re-
mained strong, he said.

“The local leaders are not scared
or afraid about threats and intimida-
tion from anybody. We just want the
party leaders to not bend to the storm,”
Sophorn said. “There will be more
storms coming before the election.”

Please see /19
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Gold Price Up Amid
Banking Crisis

By Soben Ung

Five years ago, 24K gold cost only
$1,336/0z. Since then it went up 50%.
It reached $2,010 in August 2020 amid
the Covid-19 pandemic that rattled the
stock market. It went down to $1,626
when the U.S. Dollar went up 12% in
September 2022 due to the federal in-
crease in interest rate to fight inflation.
As the Fed continues to increase the in-
terest rate, market volatility contributed
to increased gold price. The Federal Re-
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serve increased the interest rate from 0
to 5% beginning last March 2022 and
Fed officials said the interest will have
to go higher and remain there longer as
the inflation rate is still stubbornly high
at 6%, which is still far from a goal of 2%.

As of March 17, Gold rose from
$1,885 to $2,000, that is 6% in one week
after the fall of Silicon Valley Bank in
San Francisco resulting from the federal
tightening of monetary policy. Fears of
whether their deposits are safe caused
people to withdraw billions of dollars at

Signature Bank and First Republic Bank
following the collapse of SVB.

The federal government stepped
in and took control of Silicon Valley
Bank, shut down Signature Bank on
Monday March 13. The federal treasury
announced the availability of funds for
any bank to borrow if needed and as-
sured that the deposits are backed by the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
up to $250.000.

However, two-third of First Repub-
lic Bank deposits exceeds the $250.000
FDIC cap. According to the Wall Street
Journal report, an estimate of 89 bil-
lion dollars left First Republic Bank in
one week. The bank borrowed tens of
billions of federal government loans
to cover the withdrawal. A few major
banks banded together and added $30
billion in deposits to First Republic
Bank to help solve the crisis and fears of
banking contagion.

Following the U.S. bank crisis, Eu-
ropean Credit Suisse Group AG stock
fell sharply. The bank secured $50 bil-
lion from Swiss National Bank to calm
investors on Wednesday. However, de-
posits continue to flee, prompting the
Swiss Central Bank and regulators to
initiate talks with a larger rival, UBS,
into purchasing Credit Suisse which
was valued at $8 billion on the last trad-
ing day heading into the weekend. UBS
agreed to buy Credit Suisse for $3.2 bil-
lion on Monday as the bank saw as much
as $10 billion of deposit withdrawal last
week causing fear that inaction would
result in complete collapse in the com-
ing days. The regulators are concerned
that fear would spread to other banks.

Credit Suisse is a 167 years old
bank in Switzerland known for serving
wealthy clients from Asia and the Mid-
dle East. The ending of its life marks a
significant moment since the world fi-
nancial crisis in 2008. The uncertainty
drove investors to buy government
bonds and gold.
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By Ouch Sony and

Morm Moniroth VOD

UPDATED 5:50 p.m. — Prominent
unionist Rong Chhun joined the Candle-
light Party on Tuesday, months shy of
the national election, saying he expect-
ed a “big achievement” for the party in
July.

The unionist, who was previously

Rong Chhun announces he will join the Candlelight Party at the Cambodia Independent Teachers’

sition after the dissolution of the CNRP.

The unionist has faced legal trou-
bles for his work, especially comments
on the border with Vietnam. He was ar-
rested in 2020 for saying he had spoken
to farmers in Tbong Khmum who said
part of their land had been given to Viet-
nam as part of a controversial border
demarcation process. He was convicted

Association office in Phnom Penh on January 31, 2023. (Hean Rangsey/VOD)

the president of the Cambodian Inde-
pendent Teachers’ Association, made
the announcement Tuesday morning
in Phnom Penh. He had teased the an-
nouncement on Monday, stating he
would either stay with his union work
or enter politics.

On Tuesday, he said he was clos-
ing the chapter on his work as a unionist
and entering politics to give him more
chances to serve workers and teachers.

“That is why I decided to partici-
pate in political life with the Candlelight
Party today,” he said. “So, we expect
that in the upcoming July 2023 [elec-
tion] there will be a lot of change.”

Chhun did not say if he would con-
test the upcoming election and would
leave that decision to Candlelight’s
leadership.

Chhun’s entry into Candlelight is
the most prominent inclusion into the
party which has since its resurgence last
year relied mostly on former Cambodia
National Rescue Party and Sam Rainsy
Party members to staff the party’s hier-
archy and contest the June 2022 com-
mune election.

The new Candlelight member has
been at the forefront of the labor rights
movement in Cambodia, and was one
of the first unionists to join forces with
the CNRP during protests after the 2013
election.

Chhun was also a CNRP-selected
member of the National Election Com-
mittee, which was reformed after the
contested 2013 election. He quit the po-

and later released in November 2021 af-
ter an Appeal Court suspended part of
his prison sentence.

Son Chhay, Candlelight’s vice
president, said the party welcomed any-
one to join and compete with the ruling
party. He said they were aware of Ch-
hun’s intentions to join the party and the
unionist’s colleagues and others wanted
him to join politics.

“Rong Chhun is a prominent per-
son and he has worked almost his whole
life in serving workers, teachers and
other social workers,” Chhay said, add-
ing that leadership will decide how to
use Chhun in the party.

Chhay also pointed to Sok Hach, a
economist, who will assist the party in
formulating policies on the economy,
labor issues and the agriculture sector,
and give them a chance to respond to the
government’s plans and policies.

Social commentator Meas Nee
said Chhun was a hefty personality and
would help the party, which is facing at-
tacks against its senior leadership. How-
ever, he was a little skeptical of how
many supporters Chhun can draw to the
party.

“I am also worried because the
weak point of the Candlelight Party is
its vulnerability to the risks of being
accused by the ruling party,” he said,
pointing to potential lawsuits existing
against Chhun.

Updated at 5:50 p.m. with com-
ments from Son Chhay and Meas Nee.
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From Cambodia to Middlesex Community Col-
lege as Mathematics Faculty member while earn-
ing his master’s degree at UMass Lowell

By Khmer Post USA

As a student tutor for Middlesex
Community College’s Academic Cen-
ters for Enrichment (ACE), Kim Hong
Houn discovered a passion for teaching.
From Cambodia and now living in Low-
ell, Houn returned to Middlesex for the
Spring 2023 semester to work as a math-
ematics faculty member while he earns
a master’s degree from UMass Lowell.

“When I came to the United States,
I was kind of lost,” Houn said. “I didn’t
know what to do, where and what to
study, and after I graduated, what to do
for a career. I just knew that I loved math
and research. I didn’t think I could teach
because of my English. When I started
at MCC, I saw professors who are not
originally from here. It gave me hope
that I could teach as well. It opened the
door for me to get my dream job.”

In addition to teaching a course,
Houn is mentoring students in the Suc-
cess Scholars Program. As building
connections with his students is his

cluding advice on time management,
setting academic and personal goals,
study habits,
emailing professors, and much more,”
Houn said. “Those little things will be
essential for academic and general suc-

developing excellent

cess, and mentoring is a truly wonder-
ful method for me to develop a stronger
rapport with my students both now and
in the future.”

All of these skills are what Houn
learned at Middlesex as a student, both
in the classroom and as a tutor. MCC'’s
small class sizes and access to profes-
sors also helped him succeed after trans-
ferring to his four-year school because
the safe space helped him feel comfort-
able at the college level.

His professors Maria Arambel and
Linda Dart-Kathios — who are now also
his colleagues in MCC’s math depart-
ment — played a large part in bringing
Houn back to Middleesex in his new
role. While Arambel talked to him about
the career paths he could take in the
math field, Dart-Kathios reminded him

Kim Hong Houn presented with award by Linda Dart Kathios
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biggest priority, he appreciates learn-
ing about the different perspectives and
backgrounds they bring to the college.
Whether as a faculty member or mentor,
his goal is to better help his students ad-
just to college life and “prepare them for
their upcoming journey,” he said.

“The Success Scholars program of-
fers a wealth of tools to guide students
toward a successful start to college, in-

of the value of enjoying what he does
for a career.

“I feel like if I didn’t go to MCC
first, I probably would not be myself to-
day,” Houn said. “When I went there, |
knew everything I needed to do. If not
for MCC, 1 wouldn’t know how to get
good grades, involved with activities,
and would never have joined tutoring.

Please see /13
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Bumpy Path Ahead for Under-
Pressure Candlelight Party

From Page 01

By Ouch Sony and
Morm Moniroth VOD

As the Candlelight Party faces
an onslaught of lawsuits and violent
threats, a party official said they were
moving ahead with preparations for the
July election, with analysts predicting a
bumpy path to the ballot box for the pri-
mary opposition threat to Hun Sen.

The Candlelight Party has faced
an obstacle course of political perse-
cution: lawsuits against senior adviser
Kong Korm for incitement and occupy-
ing state land, $1 million in defamation
damages against party vice president
Son Chhay, the arrest of leader Thach
Setha in a check bouncing case, and
threats of outright violence from Prime
Minister Hun Sen who decreed zero tol-
erance for criticism of the ruling party.

Faced with mounting pressure
now — unlike in the run up to the com-
mune election when the persecution

that criticized the ruling party for perse-
cuting the opposition.

Political commentator Em Sovan-
nara said it was unlikely the government
would move to dissolve Candlelight be-
cause it was not yet the threat the Cam-
bodia National Rescue Party was before
it was dissolved.

“There are more challenges ahead
but there is also opportunity,” he said.

He said the party would have to be
careful in how to criticize the govern-
ment or ruling party, and instead talk
about the shortcomings of administra-
tion and unfulfilled promises.

Sovannara added that Candlelight
could continue to focus on pushing for
reforms in the National Election Com-
mittee and try to return the status quo
to 2017 when the body was more bipar-
tisan.

Kim Sok, another political analyst
who is living in exile, said if Candle-
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they faced was less vitriolic — the party
briefly mentioned considering a boycott
of the national election in July.

But Lee Sothearayuth, the party’s
secretary-general, said it was unavoid-
able for the party to participate in the
upcoming election and that the party
was reinforcing itself from the grass-
roots up.

“We act every day and instill our
position and strengthen the spirit of
our members and activists. We have a
monthly action plan and a three-month
action plan until the election,” he said.

The party met with senior provin-
cial officials on Monday with attendees
saying the senior leadership suggested
they tone down the rhetoric and try to
ease political tensions with the ruling
party. Commune officials from the party
last week expressed displeasure with the
party’s decision to retract a statement

light went into a shell then it would lose
the trust of its supporters who were hop-
ing the party would challenge the ruling
party.

“The opposition party cannot stop
criticizing the ruling party. If they stop
criticizing them, it will amount to los-
ing the title as a political competitor,”
he said.

The more the opposition cowers
to the CPP, the more they will be at the
whims of the ruling party, he added.

Som Sorida, an NEC spokesperson,
said the government was working to
make the political environment healthy
and that politics had matured in Cam-
bodia.

“I would like to appeal to related
political parties, please implement your
duties by following the law. Only by
following the law can we strengthen the
rule of law in Cambodia,” he said.
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Russian President Vladimir Putin listens as U.S.
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Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2016.
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From Page 03

film star.

Mr. Trump’s indictment, if con-
victed he still can run as a presidential
candidate according the U.S. constitu-
tion. Mr. Trump begins his campaign
in Oklahoma this weekend ahead of
the arraignment on Tuesday. Analysts
said if he does appear in New York, it
will be likely a circus and he would
gain significant support as a presiden-
tial candidate. Meanwhile, consider-
ing the president has lived mostly in
Florida, it may be out of New York
jurisdiction should Mr. Trump choose
not to appear in New York next week.
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis twit-
ted that if the latter would be the case,
the State of Florida will not collabo-
rate to extradite Mr. Trump to New
York.

dicted Donald

= N

Manhattan District Attorney
Alvin Bragg
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From Cambodia to Middlesex Community
College as Mathematics...

From Page 09

MCC provides a lot of resources to help
students take off.”

After completing his studies at
MCC in Fall 2021, Houn received
MCC’s Mathematics Award for Out-
standing Student ahead of graduation.
When he finishes his master’s degree,

he hopes to earn a full-time job as a pro-
fessor so he can continue motivating his
students.

“I want to develop a close bond
with my students and provide them a
worthwhile educational experience,” he
said. “Most importantly, I want them to
learn something from my class.”
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Lowell New Police Precinct To
Open in Partnership with Lowell
Housing Authority

LOWELL — A new police precinct
will soon open in downtown at 145 Gor-
ham St., in the Lowell Housing Author-
ity's South Common Village property. The
new location is possible as result of part-

New police precinct at 145 Gorham St., in collaboration with the Lowell
Housing Authority, Photo supplied.
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nership between Lowell Police Depart-
ment and LHA, which owns and operates
the property.

The precinct will be located on the
first floor, “in an area that has long been a

hot spot for disorder crimes such as prosti-
tution and drug offenses,” stated the LHA
press release. The partnership goals were
to reduce drug and other criminal activity
in the neighborhood, unauthorized entry
into LHA property and to provide peace
of mind to the over 400 residents who call
South Common Village home.

Dennis Mercier, Property Manager
of South Common Village, who played
a key role in establishing this partnership
said, "the Lowell Housing Authority has
seen success with the police presence at
North Common Village, so this building
seemed like an ideal

location to establish a new precinct...
It is our hope that working with the LPD
we can change the neighborhood."

The Lowell Housing Authority also
funds a full-time police officer who is as-
signed to patrol Lowell Housing Authority
property, and two former Housing officers
helped the partnership between LHA and
LPD take off. Former housing officer, and
now sergeant, Rafael Rivera, and Officer
Jacqueline Mercado were the essential for
this new precinct.

The Lowell Police Neighborhood
Action Unit, which responds to specific
neighborhoods identified as hot spots by
crime analysis, will work out of the office,
as will Housing Officer Timothy Roussell

Please see /18
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‘Everyone Has Loans’: MFIs Used
Angkor Land as Collateral for Years

From Page 02

Residents named Acleda, LOLC
and Prasac among the institutions that
have sent representatives door-to-door
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around Angkor Park neighborhoods,
handing out information about loans
of varying sizes. VOD spoke with four
people whose loans ranged from $1,500
to $15,000 and said they had relatives
and neighbors with loans up to $40,000.

People living in Angkor’s “yellow”
zone — where people may volunteer

to leave but are not prioritized for cur-
rent evictions — said lenders were still
visiting the community as recently as
mid-January. Those in the “red” zone
currently being evicted said lenders had
stopped trying to sell new loans, but
have not explained what could happen
to their existing debts.

Apsara authority spokesperson
Long Kosal claimed not to know about
the history of loans in the park. While
people have historically been allowed to
live on Apsara land and have business
there, they cannot use the land to bor-
row from banks, he said.

“I want to clarify that you can’t
take the state’s land as collateral,” he
said. But “related to these cases, I don’t
know.”

Those displaced from the Ang-
kor park are meanwhile busy building
homes, digging wells and using trees to
string up electrical cables in the Run Ta
Ek relocation site, where they have been
promised hard titles on 20-by-30 meter
relocation plots but have yet to receive
them.

On a recent morning, evictee Soun
Chanraksmey dug holes around her
family’s new Run Ta Ek land, setting
up a well system. Three years ago, she
took out a $15,000 loan from Prasac by
putting up two plots of Apsara land she
occupied as collateral.

She used the money to build a sec-
ond house elsewhere in the park near
Angkor Thom, but she has stopped now
that the evictions are underway. The ma-
jority of her former neighbors in Kok-
chak’s Khvien village are in the same
situation, she said.

Chanraksmey’s repayments are
$308 monthly. She has $12,400 left to
repay.

“We owe them,” she said. “No
matter what, we need to finish our pay-
ments. It’s easy for us to borrow, but we
need to pay it back.”

Cambodia’s microfinance industry
has faced rising scrutiny in the last few
years as human rights groups and jour-
nalists have documented systemic abus-
es by microlenders, including the forced
sale of borrowers’ homes or land. By
the end 0f 2021, Cambodians held about
$14.4 billion in microloans, according
to human rights organization Licadho.

The U.N. has reported average re-
payments in Cambodia of about $182
monthly, with land being the most com-
mon form of collateral.

Naly Pilorge, Licadho’s outreach

director, said that the organization has
Please see /17
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By Khmer Post USA

The City of Lowell announced three
new American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
programs which to promote the City’s
Cultural Sector’s recovery from the CO-

ARPA Funding Grant
Programs for the Cultural

Sector Open

= Public Art Prograrr
» Cultural Festi
Events Program

» Cultural Organization

Recovery Program

MNIAYIAMASIANM SHUFU
alkakaittd L)

ROSA & TAING

als and

@ cmyof LoWELL

VID-19 pandemic. The funds available
nearly $1 million for cultural organiza-
tions to apply. The grants is part of the
bigger federal funding for Covid-19 Re-
covery package in which the City of Low-
ell was awarded over $75 million to assist
in the ongoing pandemic recovery effort.

The three grants are including:
+ City of Lowell Public Art Pro-

must be submitted. A preliminary applica-
tion period will open on March 29, 2023,
and close August 25, 2023, at 5:00PM. All
projects must be completed by December
2025.

. Cultural Festivals and Events
Program: ($200,000)

Open to 501(c)3 organizations,
non-profit organizations, and volunteer-
led groups. This program is intended to
provide a first or next step in recovery,
and continue and enhance the successful
return of cultural festivals and events in
2023. Priority will be given to festivals
and events that can demonstrate a plan for
sustainability beyond the end of the pro-
gram. Applications will open March 29,
2023, and be reviewed on a rolling basis
until June 1, 2023.

. Cultural Organization Recov-
ery Program: ($300,000)

Open to 501(c)3 organizations or or-
ganizations with a designated fiscal agent.
This program is designed to help Lowell’s
cultural organizations with audience re-
tention and building, partnership building,
and community engagement. Organiza-
tions must have been in operation on or
before January 1, 2022. Applications will
open June 1, 2023, and close on Septem-
ber 1, 2023, at 5:00PM

Peter Crewe, Director of Cultural
Affairs and Special Events (CASE) said,
“the City understands the important role
the cultural sector plays in the City’s over-
all economy and quality of life for Lowell
residents. These grants are a significant
step forward in the City’s recovery and re-
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A woman clears land in Siem Reap’s Run Ta Ek commune, a designated resettlement site for Angkor
evictees, on October 8, 2022. (Hean Rangsey/VOD)
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‘Everyone Has Loans’: MFIs Used
Angkor Land as Collateral for Years

From Page 15

seen “all of the country’s largest MFIs
accept soft land titles as collateral, as
appears to be the case in this situation,”
including titles that overlap with other
claims such as indigenous communal
land titles.

“The legal status of the land titles
is often irrelevant for an MFI, because

e

-

MFIs pressure borrowers to sell land
outside the legal system,” she said.
“What matters, in their cold and greed-
driven calculation, is whether the collat-
eral can be used to coerce the borrower

to imply that microfinance institutions
tend to take people’s collateral, but “it
isn’t like that,” he said.

“Microfinance takes the collateral
to keep it in people’s minds that they
have the obligation to pay back their
loan.”

A 2022 study funded by Germany’s
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooper-
ation and Development concluded that
about 167,000 Cambodian families had
been forced to sell land in the last five
years because of debt.

Tongngy defended loans in the
Angkor area on the grounds that bigger
banks would not let people borrow mon-
ey on Apsara land. Sathapana, LOLC,
Acleda and Prasac did not respond to
requests for comment.

“Microfinance takes a risk to pro-
vide loans for people, otherwise peo-
ple won’t be able to build a business,”
Tongngy said. “If microfinance and
banks won’t provide loans for people,
what will people do? First, people won’t
have money for their business, and
second, they might borrow from other
people.”

As evictees settle into their new
lives at Run Ta Ek, a fresh cycle of
lending could soon start again. In Sep-
tember, Prime Minister Hun Sen called
for microfinance institutions to provide
low-interest loans to people moving to

. : 9 Y i lling their land, or taking other relocation sites.
gram: ($300,000) turn to a healthy, vibrant center of culture o S 8. . Y T nto selling ) g
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Lowell New Police Precinct To Open in
Partnership with Lowell Housing Authority

From Page 14

and patrol officers who are assigned to the
neighborhood.

“On behalf of the Mayor and City
Council, we are glad to see the establish-
ment of this new precinct, and look for-
ward to strengthening community bonds
in the neighborhood,” said City Manager
Thomas A. Golden, Jr.

"It's an ideal location, and it will lead
to a much greater police presence in that
area, which is greatly needed," said Acting
Superintendent Golner. "This is a great
partnership with the LHA and it comes at
a crucial time. It's not cheap to lease office

space, so when we had an opportunity to
open a neighborhood precinct at no cost,
we jumped at it."

The Lowell Housing Authority
Board of Commissions was supportive of
efforts to open the precinct and the board
is excited about the partnership.

"Ensuring the safety and security
of our residents is most important, and
we anticipate that this arrangement will
not only benefit our residents, but will
increase the safety for other residents of
the community," said Executive Director

The Lowell Police new precinct will be on 1st floor at 145 Gorham St., in
collaboration with the Lowell Housing Authority. Photo supplied.

\

Home Care Agency
S IR )t
Group Adults Foster Care Program
ATl S FIEAIINM Ity

144 Merrimack Street * Suite 404
Lowell, MA 01852 « 617-783-7177

Open for enroliment.

Persons with disability and chronic ilinesses

at no cost to patients.

We provide an individual care plan developed by

a registered nurse and case manager.

Service plan includes medication management,

personal care service at home, a Nurse and
Case Manager monitoring ongoing needs.

Patient must have Masshealth Standard to qualify.

We accept United, Senior Whole Health, Fallon
and Commonwealth Care Alliance.

IHBEIRHSBR:IRGS HEe nsfass

URBAN REAL ESTATE

URIEANAIEATTAIN iy ms
grunsisigns MAMIHGS:{F1]
Residential Daniel Tan

Real Estate Agent

Leasing Center 8 'S Cell: 978-902-6354

—al

508 Westford Street ¢ Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 454-0444

COMMUNITY TEAMWORK

Board of Directors Meeting
ﬁQLUIjﬁﬂﬂ:ﬁgmiLUmw CTI
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26,2023
6:30PM

PUBLIC WELCOME, RSVP:
curbanek@commteam.org
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1R $U United, Senior Whole Health, Fallon
85 Commonwealth Care Alliance ‘1
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What’s the Point of Staying With

From Page 05

“We are Candlelight. We have to
face this storm, wind and rain,” he said.
“When the leaders bend to the wind, it
does not work. Those of us below, we
are still strong even though there are
continuous threats. The most important
thing is the leaders should not bend to
the wind and must have a firm stance.”

Sophorn added, however, that he
understood the rationale behind acting
weak.

“Our goal is to join the 2023 elec-
tion. We can soften our stance a little.
Softening our behavior doesn’t mean
embracing their legs. We soften our
stance to avoid dissolution like the
CNRP.”

Candlelight’s Kandal executive
committee head Ly Meng said com-
mune officials across her province were
facing discrimination and threats. On
Thursday, an opposition supporter had
a wooden bar thrown into his home,
Meng said.

“This development darkens the en-
vironment, and I would like to ask the
authorities to loosen up the situation
so that the election can be free and fair
and acceptable. ... There will be more
threats to senior leaders of Candlelight,
and the upcoming election will not be
free and fair.”

However, some local Candlelight
leaders put the recent incidents in a
more favorable light.

the Opposition?’

“It shows that Candlelight is strong
so that the ruling party has to take ac-
tion,” said Mai Hong Sreang, head of
Candlelight’s Preah Sihanouk provin-
cial committee. “This work is senior
work, and I am at the local level. I can-
not make the decision.”

But he would not apologize, Hong
Sreang added. “A democracy allows
people to criticize the government and
the head of the government. It is a nor-
mal thing.”

Candlelight’s Kampong Cham ex-
ecutive committee member Touch Tho-
eng echoed the sentiment that Hun Sen
appeared to be feeling threatened by the
opposition, saying “he might consider
that Candlelight is hugely popular.”

Ruling party spokesperson Sok
Eysan said Candlelight’s latest state-
ment was not enough.

“Samdech techo, the head of the
party, said clearly that Candlelight must
issue a public apology,” Eysan said.
“This statement does not include an
apology for their previous mistake. ...
I think this is not appropriate for the
CPP’s request that wanted them to clean
up their accusation that the CPP pres-

sures them.”
“The CPP is the angel party and has
never been angry with anyone. ... We

are just responsible, and in legal ways
find justice for ourselves.”
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PHYSICAL THERAPY

Eastern Physicial Therapy
851 Middlesex Street, Suite 1 Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-677-6333 Fax: 978-677-6982

Have Aches & Pain?
We Can Help.

@ Injuries from Auto Accident
@ Slip & Fall
& Chronic Arthritis

ical rehabilitation

lic Surgical and No

( n-Surgical
s Comp Rehab

improve overall physical ability.
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Angkor Committee Experts Reiter-

From Page 04

and preserving the park’s ancient tem-
ples has come up throughout Angkor
Wat’s three decades as a world heritage
site.

Back in 2008, the World Heritage
Committee warned against ‘“‘uncon-
trolled” development in the park, later
commending Cambodia in 2014 for
progress in managing illegal structures.
Land Minister Chea Sophara said in
August that the ministry had counted
nearly 8,500 new illegal constructions
between 2019 and mid-2022. He later
said almost 10,000 families had accept-
ed relocation.

Seng Tola, a 33-year-old Angkor
resident, pointed out that people have
lived and worked near Angkor Wat for
centuries, given that it was once the
center of the Khmer Empire. His job
renting out traditional Khmer clothing
to tourists for photoshoots — at a shop
which had been demolished as of Janu-
ary — “is part of what helps to diffuse
our culture to the world,” he said during
a visit last fall.

Families across the park have re-
peatedly said they were forced to leave
under threat, with protests breaking out
in one commune when residents be-
lieved they were next to go.

Hun Sen has blamed the evictions
on Unesco and said they were necessary
to protect its status as a world heritage
site. For its part, Unesco has repeat-
edly said that the Apsara Authority is
in charge of the park and that it has not
called for population displacements.

The park has not been listed as be-

ate Congratulations Amid...

ing in danger of having its world heri-
tage status revoked since 2004.

Unesco responded late Wednesday
to emphasize that the comments of con-
gratulations were from 2017, not 2022.
The ad hoc experts had visited reloca-
tion sites Run Ta Ek and Peak Sneang
in December, said Unesco communica-
tions director Matthieu Guevel.

The World Heritage Committee
will discuss the Cambodian govern-
ment’s report on the conservation of
Angkor at its next ordinary session
scheduled in September, and may then
make recommendations to Cambodian
authorities, he said.

The document was also “made
available officially” in the morning
Wednesday, Guevel said.

The ICC is co-financed by France
and Japan, with ICC experts receiv-
ing flights and paid accommodation in
Cambodia but no salary for their work.

The report’s remaining 19 pages
contain detailed recommendations for
preserving the park’s structures, such as
how to adequately drain rainwater from
an Angkor Wat tower or whether to re-
store the tusks of an elephant sculpture.

This story has been corrected to
reflect that Unesco was reiterating con-
gratulations made in 2017 recommen-
dations about demolishing illegal struc-
tures, not the most recent round.

It has also been updated with Unes-
co’s comments received late Wednes-
day, and to note that the body says the
report has now been officially released.
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