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MAY 3, 2023 is the 30th annual World
Press Freedom Day, the United States depart-
ment Anthony Blinken released the following
statement.

Far too many governments use repres-

Khmer Post USA Remembers Jailed Cambo-
dian Journalists on Press Freedom Day

sion to silence free expression, including
through reprisals against journalists for
simply doing their jobs. Imprisonment is not
the only threat reporters face. Journalists
covering violent conflict and corruption are

Please see /09

Fiery Speeches, Protest and Petitions: Cambo-
dian Community in Lowell Opposes
Battambang-Phnom Penh Sister-City Motions

= Please see /10
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Are you taking care
of a loved one at home?

Contact us today and find out how you
can receive up to $1600 a month from us!
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(BNS 2Ll 5.52‘36&;52.5 LAW OFFICE OF LOUIS S. HASKELL

Excellent Service Since 1987

Auto, Truck and Motorcycle Accidents
Immigration = Tax = Bankruptcy
Slip & Fall = Dog Bite
Tax Resolution & Defense

Thank you far your continued confidence
In our office to handle your fegal and tax matters.
We look forward fo serving you well into the future.

16 Pine Street = Lowell, MA » 978-459-8359 » www.attorneyhaskell.com
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MassHire Greater Lowell Awarded $2
MassHire Greater Lowell ﬁlSﬁﬂjiﬂ'lj Millions Grant to Fund Jobs Training for

Youths and Young Adults
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By KhmerPost USA

MassHire Greater Lowell Work-
force Board announced they received
a $2 million grant for the YouthWorks
Employment and Training Program.
Awarded by the Commonwealth Cor-
poration, YouthWorks is a state-funded

teens and young adults the experi-
ence needed to find and keep jobs. The
YouthWorks program is administered

by the Young Adult Career Center in
Lowell, MA.

With this additional funding, the
program will hire 446 young adults

Ribbon Cutting on 9/10/2019 Opening MassHire

youth employment program offering

Please see /09
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Healey-Driscoll Administration Named Will
Rasky Director of Federal Affairs

By KhmerPost USA

WASHINGTON D.C. — Governor
Maura T. Healey and Lieutenant Governor
Kim Driscoll have announced that Will Rasky

Will Rasky, Director of Federal Affairs

will serve as Director of Federal Affairs.
Rasky will be based in Washington, D.C. and
serve as point person to the Biden-Harris
Administration as well as Congress, working
closely with the Massachusetts delegation to
help advance the state’s interests.

“We know that having strong relation-
ships with our federal partners is essential

ﬁ nis: 1dyiapaImsiuiiy emaIURIEAGagIs:
assHealth sigwHa SAEaANIURIEA§USNSI

HAaimMIus

MITMSINUINIUERD

HADUGiis:

EISuitIaY

iIGnimsniigugisiEuns

ldjusmimsitans

to our state’s success,” said Governor
Healey. “Will Rasky brings a wide range
of experience in politics, policy, and pub-
lic affairs and will help build on our rela-
tionships in Washington, D.C. We are
excited to welcome Will to our team with
a focus on bringing people together and
delivering results.”

“Our administration relies on effective
working relationships with the federal
executive branch, members of Congress,
and other states to help advance our policies
and priorities,” said Lt. Governor Driscoll.
“We are delighted to bring on Will’s ex-
pertise and connections in Washington to
expand our opportunities and outreach on
the federal level.”

“I’m grateful to have the opportunity
to serve as Governor Healey’s representa-
tive in Washington, D.C., working to
strengthen the Commonwealth’s partnerships
with the federal government and nation-
ally on behalf of the people of Massachu-
setts,” said Rasky. “We’re in the midst of
a historic opportunity to engage with the
Biden-Harris Administration, with Congress
via our incomparable delegation, as well
as with other states, and the Healey-Driscoll
Administration has an incredible team
already in place to capitalize on this mo-
ment. We can be positioned for success
together and I’m excited to get to work.

Please see /17
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Michelle Yeoh
First Asian American Won Best Actress Oscar
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Message and Notes from Publisher Soben
Ung on Asian American, Native Hawaiian,
and Pacific Heritage Month

May is the Asian American, Na-
tive Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander
Heritage Month. It is the month that
America celebrates the diverse cultures
of AA and NHPIs communities, their
achievements, as well as their struggles
and their contributions to the American
dream.

virus”, sparking hatred on Asian Ameri-
cans across the nation, Cambodian-
Americans included.

However, in every obstacle, as
Americans we try to live up to the ideal
that everyone is equal and try to hold
our elected officials accountable. And

United States Vice President, Kamala Harris

For Cambodian Americans, our
history in the United States began in the
1970s during the turmoil of the Vietnam
war when the dominos started to fall.
The flood of war refugees started ar-
riving in 1979 when Vietnam invaded
Cambodia that ended the Khmer Rouge
regime but began its 10 years occupa-
tion until the 1991 Paris Peace Agree-
ment. They settled spreading across the
United States, mainly in California and
Massachusetts.

Every Asian American community
has a unique story to tell. This week,
the South Korean president visited
the White House and Massachusetts.
We are reminded that the Korean War
helped keep democracy alive on the Ko-
rean Peninsula next to Japan, as well as
the painful unlawful incarceration of
10,000 Japanese-Americans after the
attack on Pearl Harbor. America vowed
never to repeat the punishment of cer-
tain groups based on suspicions, yet
when Covid-19 hit the U.S, President
Donald Trump blamed it on “China’s

this term with President Joe Biden, we
finally saw the end of havocs from the
sitting president on the daily news head-
lines. We also see hopes and dreams
being realized at multiple levels from
having elected Vice President Kamala
Harris, the first female Vice President
of Asian descent, to Michelle Yeoh, the
first Asian American to win an Oscar for
best actress in “Everything Everywhere
At Once”. Here in Massachusetts, we
have the first Cambodian American
woman elected to the State House, Rep-
resentative Vanna Howard, and the first
Cambodian American Mayor Sokhary
Chau in Lowell. The list goes on.

Additionally, the bipartisan COV-
ID-19 Hate Crimes Act was signed into
law by president Biden which allows
people to report hate crimes to local au-
thorities and to help State, local, law en-
forcement agencies better track hateful
acts. Additionally, for the first time in
history, the White House hosted Lunar

Please see /17
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From Page 02

New Years, as well as Diwali, and other
Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander’s
traditional holidays.

Vanna Howard, MA State Rep
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The president also signed into law
the Amache National Historic Site Act,
which establishes a memorial to the
10,000 Japanese Americans who were
unjustly incarcerated at Amache dur-

ing World War II so that Americans
can learn from past wrongs in order to
“build a more just and equitable future”.

“This fundamental
promise holds that every person is cre-

country’s

ated equal and deserves to be treated
equally throughout their lives. We have
never fully lived up to that ideal, but
we have never walked away from it ei-
ther. This month, we renew our work to
put the American Dream within reach
of all people, and we celebrate the vi-
and future of
Asian Americans and NHPI commu-

brancy, contributions,
nities across America,” said president
Joe Biden in commemorating the Asian
American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific
Islander Month.

For the Cambodian Americans, we
are still somewhere near the bottom of
the list of those who achieved higher
education amongst all the Asian Ameri-
can ethnic groups, because the Killing
Fields eliminated almost all the Cam-
bodians who had any kind of education.
There is a lot more work to do to help
uplift our community across the coun-
try. We need to have our fair share of the
resources, voices, and representations in
order to build an equitable future for our
younger generation.
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Secretary Santiago Pays Tribute to
Vietnam Veterans 1n Worcester
and Visits Project New Hope

By Khmer Post USA

In commemorating the 50th anni-
versary of the United States’ withdrawal
of troops from Vietnam, Executive Of-
fice of Veterans’ Services Secretary
Jon Santiago paid tribute to the service
and sacrifice of Massachusetts veter-
ans at the Vietnam War Veterans’ Day
ceremony in Worcester on Wednesday,
March 29, 2023. “Like the families of
those who lost a loved one and our Viet-

tended to event as they laid a commem-
orative wreath at the Memorial site in
memory of more than 1,500 Massachu-
setts men and women had died during
the Vietnam War.

City Manager Batista said he is
grateful that Massachusetts Secretary of
Veterans’ Service visited Worcester to
honor our Vietnam veterans on National
Vietnam War Veterans’ Day. “The City
of Worcester is proud to host the Massa-

A group of Gold Star Wives attended to event as they laid a commemorative
wreath at the Memorial site in memory of more than 1,500 Massachusetts men
and women had died during the Vietnam War.
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Executive Ofﬁce of Veterans’ Services Secretary J on Santlago paid trlbute to the
service and sacrifice of Massachusetts veterans at the Vietnam War Veterans’ Day
ceremony in Worcester on Wednesday, March 29, 2023

nam Veterans, each one of us here to-
day bears a responsibility to live a life
that honors that sacrifice, and to ensure
that it was not lost in vain,” said San-
tiago. “Today’s Vietnam Veterans’ Day
is a poignant reminder of the need to ex-
pand services and resources to support
our veterans.”

The Secretary was joined by local
officials including Mayor Joseph Petty,
City Manager Eric Batista and City of
Worcester Veterans’ Services director
Alex Arriaga.

Mayor Petty said, “I’'m proud that
the City of Worcester is home to the
Commonwealth’s Vietham Memorial
and I want to recognize the continued
contribution from the state delegation
who keep this memorial beautiful.”

A group of Gold Star Wives at-

chusetts Vietnam Veterans' Memorial at
Green Hill Park and remains committed
to preserving the memory of all veterans
who have bravely served our country,”
he said.

They later toured at Project New
Hope, an organization that serves vet-
eran retreats in Central Mass. Their pro-
grams include Sully’s Baby and Food
Pantries, Connecting the Dots Case
Management and other resources. “As
a fellow veteran, Secretary Santiago un-
derstands the needs of veterans and our
families. I am thankful for his enthusi-
asm to meet three weeks into his term as
Secretary and look forward to working
with him and his team to serve our vet-
erans each day here in Central Mass,”
said Bill Moore, Executive Director of
Project New Hope.

RSt iU RsHARW gt 81S] Central
Mass 1 AYIRIUESOAIAJHES
e PR S GANHNUNI (Sully's
Baby and Food Pantries) Miaimu
MI{AU{ANAINN (Connecting the
Dots Case Management) S11liS M S
IgJRIE) a1 AN IBHAR g S
PN ATEETE AN S AN WS
AgimIuIHARLgEs Shganan

iwsIing geyvHiAANSIM M
ﬁﬂ@iiﬁﬁﬁ““l%ﬁﬁ“lmﬁfifjmmtﬁ
nhmmnsﬁmﬁnmmqs it
g¢Snmshifmithywema 8n
MmN maigjusain
tufgtjsmﬁmﬁamnjannﬁg:m
18 2181 CentralMass" I8 s EN{5EUN8US
1U RS IR 7 Bill Moore STWA{URUE
Isannfuijug

KHMERPOST USA ISSUE 350, MAY 05, 2023 Page.7

Lowell
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Lynn, MA 01901 - (781) 780-7755
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LAND BRIDGE SCENARIO

One year and two months of
Ukraine war change the face of the
world again

By Roger Pin
From Europe * May 1, 2023

"The offensive to liberate Ukraine
may begin now," Ukrainian President
Zelensky said on Monday, but Ukrai-
nian forces had already raided two
major Russian oil depots in two days
later, which marks the beginning of
Zelensky's war march. In front of them,
Russian forces set up a 1,200-kilometer
"barrier". Excavations have been carried

Separatist/Russian:

Current areas of control
Potential captured area
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out to install triangular poles and land-

mines to prevent Ukraine from recaptur-
ing Donbas and Crimea.

A small Ukrainian force against
a mighty Russian force is possible be-
cause the United States and the Europe-
an Union have sent nearly 2,000 weap-
ons, including large and medium-sized
tanks, as well as air defense and training
weapons. Ukraine has already had nine
divisions waiting for orders to act/de-
part but has not allowed fighter jets.

Russia's warlords/mercenaries,
known as Wagner, seem to have re-
duced their resistance against Ukraine
and were gradually replaced by Rus-
sian infantry, as the army was unable to
take "Bakhmut" and there would be too
many casualties. Ukraine's renewed of-
fensive is likely to be hopeful, cunning,
and done alone, with no foreigners com-
ing in to help them, as Russia force has
been tested several times in many battles
and not seen Russian forces are good.

The analysis of many war experts
suggests that Ukraine could defeat Rus-

sia in the eastern region of Donbas,
which Russia recaptured a year ago, but
it is unlikely to recapture Crimea, which
borders the Black Sea. Still, Zelensky
has no intention of leaving Crimea to
Russia.

Although the war is still raging,
both Russia and Ukraine have main-
tained their "seek talks to end the war"
so far, and no country has dared to lose
any territory.

More and more weapons from Eu-
ropean countries, from the United States
will arrive in time to help the heroism
of the people who have vowed to main-
tain the country's freedom and indepen-
dence, so that Ukraine will not be short
of weapons against Russia. Russia has
not seen any more fighter jets, and only
Iran has dared to help Russia with some
weapons such as drones to drop some
bombs, while China has not helped with
weapons for Russia.

In the past, Russia has suffered
heavy casualties, with more than 200,000
soldiers killed and 20,000 Ukrainian
soldiers killed in a year of war of ag-
gression in Ukraine, destroying many
tanks and aircraft. Now that Ukraine has
modern ground combat equipment, sol-
diers with modern knowledge and skills,
it can be predicted that there is a lot of
hope to attack until victory. As for the
Russian military, no matter how long
the digging, the only battle is to defend
the territory that it stole from Ukraine, it
will be lost.

Diplomatic war

In April 2023, President Xi Jinping,
who had caused the world to worry about
attacking Taiwan, suddenly turned to
Putin to strengthen ties between China
and Russia and he wanted to become an
arbitrator for "Russia-Ukraine conflict."

The European Union (EU), led by
France and Germany, has urged China
to continue its mission to end the war
in Ukraine, which is inconsistent with
the United States' "China cannot be neu-
tral". But when Zelensky and Xi met,
the United States reconciled, and China
and Ukraine represented each other in
diplomatic relations.

China has not just completed its

Please see /20
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MassHire Greater Lowell Awarded $2
Millions Grant to Fund Jobs Training for

From Page 02
(ages 14-25) across the Workforce

Board’s service arca in 8 communities
which included Lowell, Dracut, Billeri-
ca, Tewksbury, Chelmsford, Dunstable,
Tyngsborough, and Westford.

The training ranges from soft skills,
to hands on work experience, and a
framework for accumulating knowledge
that leads to skill certifications. As part
of the program, 25 young adults will
gain their driver’s license. The jobs and
training workshops will focus on three
High Priority areas in the Greater Low-
ell Region: construction, early educa-
tion, and health/medical.

“These funds come at a pivotal
time for our region’s youth,” said Kevin
Coughlin, Workforce Board Executive
Director. “These jobs will be vital in this
post-COVID environment.”

Shannon Norton, Career Center

Youths and Young Adults

Executive Director, said, “We are grate-
ful to Commonwealth Corporation for
the increase in funding which enables us
to double our enrollments. This will in-
crease access for our area’s low-income
youth, providing them with valuable
work experience and soft skills.”

“Young adults are the future of
the workforce,” said Heather Donovan,
Young Adult Career Center Manager.
“Being able to provide high quality ex-
periences and training to so many young
people in our area allows us to make an
outstanding difference in the future of
not only the young people we serve, but
the companies we work with and the
greater communities at large.”

MassHire is located in Lowell,
MA, and serves the communities of Its
mission is to provide the public and pri-
vate sectors with job training and place-
ment into jobs within the Greater Low-
ell region.

Khmer Post USA Remembers Jailed Cambo-
dian Journalists on Press Freedom Day

From Front Page

subjected to intimidation and abduction,
often perpetrated with impunity. Elsewhere,
journalists face discrimination, censorship,

Sovann Rithy

and weaponized justice systems. Govern-
ments around the world have used various
tools of repression to force media outlets to
close.

In Cambodia, Prime Minister Hun
shutdown the final independent press Voice
of Democracy in February ahead of 2023
national election in July. “The closure of
VOD is the last proof of Cambodian govern-
ment’s intention to eliminate press freedom
in the country and ban its people from getting

independent information,” said Pa Nguon
Teang, VOD Executive Director for Cambo-

dian Center for Independent Media.

Kouv Piseth

Many journalists have been silenced,
intimidated and many cases are imprisonment
in Cambodia. On Press Freedom Day, Khmer
Post USA remembers the following Cambo-
dia journalists who have been arrested and
arbitrary detained since Covid-19.

According to RSF, Four journalists have
been jailed for trying to inform their fellow
citizens about the pandemic. TVFBnews
website editor Sovann Rithy was sentenced

Please see /17
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Fiery Speeches, Protest and Petitions: Cambo-
dian Community in Lowell Opposes
Battambang-Phnom Penh Sister-City Motions

By Soben Ung

Over 150 Cambodian community
members gathered at Lowell City Hall
on Tuesday April 25th to express their
disapproval of Mayor Sokhary Chau’s
motions 11.10 to establish Sister-City
with Battambang, and 11.9 to request a
report with regarding the establishment
of a Sister-City with Phnom Penh back
in 2015.

Councilor Yem withdrew his name
from the motion 11.9 at the beginning
of the meeting stating that he didn’t
want to divide the community. Mayor
Chau sought for someone to second the

motion, but did not receive one, so the

School Committee member Susie
Chhoun spoke fiercely, “the proposal
that Lowell be a Sister-City of Phnom
Penh and Battambang is not a politically
neutral one. It is designed to camouflage
a range of human rights abuses which
takes place in Cambodia under a veneer
of normality. She cites the US State De-
partment 2022 report on Cambodia that
“arbitrary killings, torture and cruel,
inhumane, or degrading treatments in-
cluding arbitrary detention remain stan-
dard practices of the government.”

“Twinning the city will not contrib-
ute to tackling any issues which Cam-
bodia faces. It will only create a false
international impression of a country

Lowell Mayor Sokhary Chau on Tuesday April 25, 2023

motion failed. Mayor Chau’s motion to
establish the Sister-City with Battam-
bang did not have a second either, so
both motions died on arrival. Councilor
Vesna Nuon motioned for scheduled
speakers to speak even though the mo-
tion has been dropped. Councilor Erick
Gitschier seconded the motion.

All the speakers, Cambodian and
non-Cambodians, spoke in solidarity to
oppose the Lowell Sister-City Phnom
Penh-Battambang. Local organizations
such as Solidary of Lowell: Marrisa Du-
pont, Joe Boyd, De Halzak, Yun Ju Choi
of CBA, Justin Ford, former City Coun-
cilor Rithy Uong, Bopha Poeuv, School
Committee member Susie Chhuon,
Tara Hong, and Eng Chai Eang, exiled
member of parliament and Chair of the
Parliamentary Commission on Human
Rights in Cambodia.

which is governed by the rule of law,”
Chhuon said.

According to the Rule of Law in-
dex by the World Justice Project in
2022, Cambodia ranks number 139 out
of 140 in the world.

Yun Ju Choi, executive director
at CBA also spoke. Choi was part of
a delegation from Lowell that went to
Cambodia in 2015 with councilor Mer-
cier and Elliott. “I had a lot of regret for
being there and being part of that Sister-
City establishment.”
mayor Rodney who led that delega-
tion, and who could not be present, also
shared, through Choi, that he regretted
going there and establishing that city
sisterhood, citing he did not understand
Cambodian politics at the time. “We
all know there is some division in the

she said. Former
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Fiery Speeches, Protest and Petitions: Cambo-
dian Community in Lowell Opposes Battam-
bang-Phnom Penh Sister-City Motions

From Page 10

Cambodian community, and councilors
are to make policies to benefit Lowell
citizens, but this motion is doing the op-
posite,” she said.

MP Eng Chai Eang was stripped of
his parliamentary immunity by Prime
Minister Hun Sen and currently he is
living in exile in Lowell. He said, “Low-
ell city council and the mayor were
elected by the people of Lowell and you
are performing your duties according
to the rules, the principle of justice and
democracy. However, In Cambodia, the
mayors are not elected by the people.
they are appointed by Hun Sen and they
serve the interests of Hun Sen.”

o —
!

Councilor Mercier.

Councilor Kim Scott said she can-
not support the motion at this time. “I
wish that was a possibility, [ know there
are many people living in this city who
were born in Cambodia and would like
to see that relationship exist, but unfor-
tunately the country is fraud with cor-
ruption and human rights violations,
and that is not something we can stand
behind as a council.” She also said she
believes the council needs to develop a
policy concerning the Sister-City, the
criteria that there has to be a democracy

in order to partner with the City of Low-
ell.

Susie Chhoun, Lowell School Committee

He further said that if Lowell were
to make friendship with a city in Cam-
bodia, Lowell would degrade itself to
the same level as the dictators by work-
ing with them.

Councilor Rita Mercier said, “I’ll
never say that I went there for nothing
because I learned a lot about the people
I represent.” As part of Lowell's delega-
tion with some residents of Lowell, they
went to the Thailand border refugee
camp, Tuol Sleng prison, and Angkor
Wat. They visited 13 women who were
in the prison for protesting about their
land evictions and helped free them af-
ter returning home to the U.S. “A coun-
try that created a lot of havoc and hard-
ship and murder of its people”.

“On this motion that came before
us, I was very disheartened to see it. Mr.
Mayor, I know you have good intentions
but I would have to not support.” said

Councilor Vesna Nuon pointed out
that Mayor Chau also lost his father,
“most of us Cambodian- Americans
in this room and at home have been
through the Khmer Rouges’ (period),
lost loved ones.” He supported Coun-
cilor Scott's statement to put in motion
for Lowell to not enter into a partner-
ship with a city located in a country that
does not respect human rights, the rule
of law, and free and fair elections.

Councilor Erik Gitschier thanked
the people for their calls and emails and
said that he had learned a lot since last
week. He said he received a call from
a Vietnam Veteran who represented a
Coalition of Gulf war and Vietnam Vet-
erans and shared the same thoughts as
the speakers have spoken today. The
councilor further said “Sister-City is
supposed to be about a celebration, be-

Please see /12
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Fiery Speeches, Protest and Petitions: Cambo-
dian Community in Lowell Opposes Battam-
bang-Phnom Penh Sister-City Motions

From Page 11

tween communities coming together to
celebrate back-and-forth. But as this
went on, we saw their opposition. |
think that with a Sister-City or any pre-
vious Sister-City, we should have a rule,
if there is opposition to having a Sister-
City.”

A petition by Cambodian civil
society consisting of 31 organizations
around the world along with over 200
individual signatures was hastily gath-
ered and submitted to the council to op-
pose this partnership because it would
“legitimate this autocratic regime in
Cambodia.”

“It had to mean a lot for a lot of
people, it’s wet out, it’s cold. People
have been here since 5 o’clock in the
hallway in the City Hall. It’s our duty to
support the covenant we have here and
that covenant suggests democracy'" said
Councilor Gitschier.

“At any time when a Sister-City
is brought about or discussed, people
of that heritage are proud,” said Coun-
cilor Corey Robinsons. “It’s unfortunate
to see people voice their opposition to
acknowledging and establishing a part-
nership with their homeland. That proud
Cambodian Americans oppose it, that
in itself speaks volumes.” He agreed to
have a policy going forward for the Sis-
ter-City. “It’s not fair for the residents of
the city and the residents of the United
States that have ill feelings back home,”
said councilor Robinson. He thanked
the speakers for educating the council-
ors about what this truly means in their
hearts, and why at this point of time they
can’t go home nor extend their hands .

Councilor Wayne Jenness mo-
tioned to request the rule subcommit-
tee to meet and develop a policy around
establishing a Sister-City, seconded by

Councilor Erick Gitschier.

Mayor Chau responded that “When
I made this motion for the Sister-City, it
was intended to be good for Lowell and
Battambang, not for politics or the gov-
ernment.” Citing Lowell has 12 other
Sister-Cities, including Liberia, Ireland,
France, Cameroon, Columbia, and Rus-
sia. He said Sister-City continues to be
a groundwork method for the exchange
of tourism, commerce, cultural ties, and
most importantly healthcare and student
exchanges. He said this motion was
brought to him by some local residents,
but Battambang is personal to him be-
cause it’s the city where he was born.
He said the Sister-City is created for the
people, to help the poor, and those who
are disadvantaged and underprivileged
in cities and villages

“I imagined this would be a unique
opportunity to help the farmer’s chil-
dren to be awarded scholarships to study
at our great university, for example, the
Cambodian community wants to spon-
sor poor students to study here who in
turn will become a teacher, a nurse, or
an agriculturalist, who will help her vil-
lages. We’re talking about changing one
life at a time, perhaps, we all want to
be changemakers, however, we are try-
ing every method to change it”, said the
Mayor. Nevertheless, he said Battam-
bang is known for farming, great music
artists, boxing, and great foods.. The
crowds remained unconvinced by yell-
ing “NO!” at the end of his speech.

Prior to this, the local temple head
monk issued a declaration outlining
why starting a relationship with a re-
pressive regime will extend and grow its
influence and its ability to threaten the
people in the States, who do not agree
with its dictatorial methods.
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Battambang School Receives Heavy
Criticism For Shaving Students’ Hair

A high school in Battambang’s
Sampov Loun district came under social
media fire after posting nearly 100 pho-
tos online of two teachers shaving boys’

A teacher at a Battambang high school shaves a student’s ha1r on
Monday 23, 2023. (Sampov Loun High School’s Facebook)
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hair during the school day, which the
school said was needed for “discipline”
but critics said constituted harassment.
On January 23, the Sampov Loun
High School’s official Facebook page
shared pictures of teachers using elec-

tric razors to shave the hair of male stu-
dents between grades 10 to 12, with the
caption “school discipline by teacher
and youth council.”

In one photo, a teacher brandishes
an electric razor in the air. Male students
watch, some with sad expressions, as a
teacher approaches their friends; in one
photo, a student covers his face with his
hand while getting his own head shaved.
Others show students with uneven
patches cut from the back of their heads.

The post received almost 15,000
comments and over 25,000 shares with-
in a day. Most of the Facebook com-
ments criticized the school for cutting
the boys’ hair and posting about it.

“It’s their hair, it doesn’t affect their
studies at all. As shown in the pictures,
they didn’t even dye it, and the length
seems perfectly fine. What is the point
of doing this?”” one commenter wrote. “I
think this is an act of harassment, you
shouldn’t be this proud of your action
and post a whole album like this.”

Politicians, scholars and even gov-
ernment officials soon weighed in: Yim
Sinorn, a well-known supporter of the
dissolved CNRP opposition party, wrote

Please see /16

www.commteam.org/fuel
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Mayor Sokhary Chau Travels to Cambodia May
3rd-16th in Support of USA Cambodia Sports Asso-
ciation and the South East Asian Games

According to a press release by the
City of Lowell, Mayor Sokhary Chau
is traveling to Cambodia this week
from May 3rd — 16th with a delega-
tion of Lowell’s USA Cambodia Sports
Association of the athletes and board
members to participate in the Southeast
Asian Games (SEA GAMES) represent-
ing Cambodia. “The purpose of this trip
is to build sports diplomacy and rela-
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Mayor Sokhary Chau and Nancy Pin
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tionships for Khmer youth, both in the
United States and internationally,” the
statement said.

Mayor Chau who is the UCSA
Board Chair and has participated in
this trip since 2017 said, “I believe in
sports diplomacy. Sports have a posi-
tive impact on young people, leading to
good health—both mental and physical;
successful attitudes toward education
and professional careers; and a chance
to learn perseverance and leadership
skills.”

Part of the trip, Mayor Chau in-
tended to establish Sister-City with Bat-
tambang and review Sister-City with
Phnom Penh which signed MOU in
2015, but both motions failed last week
as Cambodian community in Lowell
protested.

However, the game still goes on.

Part of the multi year planning, SEA
Games takes place in Cambodia every
twelve years. It is a biannual multi-sport
event with competitors hailing from the
current 11 countries of Southeast Asia:
Brunei, Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia,
Timor-Leste, Indonesia, Laos, Malay-
sia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thai-
land, and Vietnam. The SEA Games are
under regulation of the Southeast Asian
Games Federation, with supervision by
the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) and the Olympic Council of Asia.
In order to participate, athletes must
be entered by their National Olympic
Committee.

recruiting Khmer youth to com-
pete in the SEA Games representing
Cambodia. The organization seeks to
foster cooperation, respect and under-
standing between American and Cam-
bodian youth through sports diplomacy
and organized sports. Both the United
States athletes and Cambodian athletes
competing together to represent Cam-
bodia on the world stage as one cohe-
sive Cambodian National team. USCA
previously participated in Philippines in
2019.

UCSA actively recruits the best of
the best in Khmer sports in three types
of tournaments: men’s basketball 3 vs. 3
and 5 vs. 5; women'’s basketball 3 vs. 3;
and women’s beach volleyball.

The SEA Games 2023 marks the
first time a Cambodian women’s beach
volleyball team will travel from the
United States to play in Cambodia. The
athletes from the United States are col-
lege-educated professionals who volun-
teered to join the team.
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llimsHUWNS 465 School Street Lowell, MA 01851

Do you have a legal problem?

e Been treated unfairly by a business? ¢ Discriminated against by a landlord or
boss because of your race,

gender, sexuality, age, or disability? * Not being paid your full wages or overtime?

e Creditors trying to collect a debt from you? ¢ Do you think you are going to be evicted
from your home?

e Landlord not renting to you because you have Section 87 e Apartment in bad condition and landlord

is refusing to make repairs?

FREE LEGAL CLINIC

For consumer, employment, and housing issues
Advice will be available in Khmer.
The Clinic will be held in-person at CMAA every 3rd Tuesday of
the month from 10:00AM to 12:00 noon. Next three clinics:
April 18 May 16 June 20

Please call Moeun Sok of CMAA at 351-500-6448 or
Eden Chorm of NLA at 978-888-0668 to make an appointment for
in-person assistance at CMAA, 465 School Street Lowell, MA 01851
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Battambang School Receives Heavy
Criticism For Shaving Students’ Hair

From Page 13

that “the teacher’s hair is longer than the
students.” Should the teacher be pun-
ished like this?”

A teacher shows students an elec-

[i

tric razor. (Sampov Loun High School’s
Facebook)

Pa Chanroeun, president of the
Cambodian Institute for Democracy,
called the shaving a “negative punish-
ment” and added that “in the modern ed-
ucation system, they no longer behave
like this because it is an immoral act.”

Sihanoukville deputy governor
Long Dimanche shared the post on his
own page, telling his followers: “If
there is this action happening in Siha-
noukville, please let me know.”

Ministry of Education spokesper-
son Ros Sovichea said the ministry is
now investigating the case, but did not
explain what the investigation would
entail. A few weeks earlier on January 1,
the school had posted sample photos of
haircuts it wanted boys to follow, with
their hair buzzed close to their head.

One grade 11 student who wished

not to be named to protect his identity
said the school is strict about requir-
ing boys to cut their hair short, shaving
students’ heads — including his own —
last year too. The school management
team shaved the heads of all 23 students
in his class, he said, except for two who
had shaved their own heads.

“I’m frustrated that they shaved my
hair as it was not even long. I do love
my hair, but now it looks disgusting.
They shaved it from the bottom to the
top of my head,” he said.

“A few of my friends cried while
losing their hair,” he added. “Now, it is
hard to see people — girls laugh when
they see us. Villagers jokingly ask me if
I just left a correctional center. It’s hard
to accept now.”

Another 18-year-old student who
is from the same class said he was also
upset.

“People are staring at me now
wherever I go. It’s just hard to be in this
awkward situation.”

Despite the flak, the school seemed
to stand by its decision. School director
Bot Bonna said in a statement that the
management team was enforcing the
school’s dress code, including haircuts.

“There are some students who do
not have the proper haircut. That is why
the teacher decided to shave their hair.
This rule has been in place since 2017,”
he said in the statement.

President of the Cambodia Inde-
pendent Teachers’ Association Ouk
Chhayavy said that specific rules about
haircuts are up to individual schools.

“I do not complain about the
school’s actions in what happened, be-
cause each school has its own rule,” she
said. “As long as students follow the
rule, they will be OK.”
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Khmer Post USA Remembers Jailed Cambo-
dian Journalists on Press Freedom Day

From Page 09

to 18 months in prison following his arrest
in April 2020 for a Facebook post in which
he quoted an imprudent comment by Hun
Sen about the pandemic’s potential effects.

Ros Sokhet, the publisher of the Cheat
Khmer (“Khmer Nation”) newspaper, was
also given an 18-month prison sentence last
November on a charge of “inciting chaos” in
an article questioning the lockdown’s poten-
tial impact on the Cambodian public.

Sok Oudom, a third journalist was
sentenced for 20 months in prison on a bonus
charge for incitement in 2020.

According to Reporters Without Borders
(RSF), Kouv Piseth, a journalist of Siem Reap
Tannhektarnews website’s correspondent,
was arrested in July 2021 for his criticism of

the government’s handling of the Covid-19
pandemic.

Cambodia passed a controversial law
in March 2020 known as “Law on Preventive
Measures Against the Spread of COVID-19
and other Severe and Dangerous Contagious
Diseases.” It is the second legislative measure
to have reinforced the government’s arsenal
against independent media on the pretext of
combatting the pandemic. A second follow-
ing the previous year the country passed a
“Law on Governing the Country in a State
of Emergency,” which allowed it to institu-
tionalise censorship in all the media.Cambo-
dia is ranked 144th out of 180 countries in
RSF's 2021 World Press Freedom Index.

Rasky Director of Federal Affairs

From Page 03

As an Advisor for Governmental Af-
fairs in the office of U.S. Transportation
Secretary Pete Buttigieg, Rasky served as
the deputy intergovernmental affairs liaison
to all state and local governments nation-
ally for the Secretary and the Department’s
programs and initiatives, managing rela-
tionships that have been critical as the
Biden Administration secured and is now
carrying out the largest infrastructure in-
vestment in modern history. A major focus
of Rasky’s work was helping states and
localities access funding opportunities and
other resources provided by the Department.

As Federal Affairs Director for the
Healey-Driscoll Administration, Rasky will
develop strategies for engaging on federal
government matters that are relevant to
Massachusetts, namely actions being
taken by the Biden White House and

cabinet agencies as well as legislation be-
ing considered by Congress. Rasky will
additionally keep officials in Washington
closely apprised of state actions, particu-
larly the Massachusetts congressional
delegation, he will coordinate and arrange
all visits to Washington, D.C. by Massa-
chusetts government officials up to and
including Governor Healey, and he will
also collaborate with other states on issues
and policies that impact Massachusetts.
Rasky starts work today as Governor
Healey will be attending the Select USA
Investment Summit in Washington, D.C.,
the top event in the country dedicated to
promoting foreign direct investment. Gov-
ernor Healey will be speaking at the
Workforce Development Panel: Economic
Prosperity and Job Creation today and will
also meet with several foreign dignitaries
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Home Care Agency
S IR )t
Group Adults Foster Care Program
AT G IURAIFINENTLY

144 Merrimack Street * Suite 404
Lowell, MA 01852 « 617-783-7177

Open for enroliment.

Persons with disability and chronic ilinesses
at no cost to patients.

We provide an individual care plan developed by

a registered nurse and case manager.

Service plan includes medication management,
personal care service at home, a Nurse and
Case Manager monitoring ongoing needs.

Patient must have Masshealth Standard to qualify.

We accept United, Senior Whole Health, Fallon
and Commonwealth Care Alliance.
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URBAN REAL ESTATE
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Daniel Tan
Real Estate Agent
17 4 Cell: 978-902-6354

Residential

Leasing Center |

508 Westford Street ¢ Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 454-0444

COMMUNITY TEAMWORK

Board of Directors Meeting
ﬁQLUIjﬁﬂﬂ:ﬁgmiLUmw CTI
WEDNESDAY, MAY 24,2023
6:30PM

PUBLIC WELCOME, RSVP:
curbanek@commteam.org
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'RSF joins press freedom and civil society organisa-
tions in condemnin Cambodian govemment’s deci-
sion to revoke independent media VOD’s licence

Prime Minister Hun Sen’s order to shut-
down Voice of Democracy (VOD), one of Cam-
bodia’s last independent news media outlets,
greatly imperils journalistic freedom in the coun-
try. With 92 other organisations, Reporters with-
out Borders (RSF) condemns such an arbitrary
decision and demands the immediate restoration
of VOD’s operating licence.

We, the undersigned media, press freedom
and civil society organisations, are deeply dis-
turbed by Prime Minister Hun Sen’s order to re-
voke the licence of Voice of Democracy (VOD),
one of the last remaining independent media out-
lets in Cambodia. We also condemn the recent
sexual harassment and intimidation of a female
VOD journalist.

The closure of VOD and the harassment of
a female VOD journalist undermine the govern-
ment’s own claims regarding respect for the free
press in Cambodia and appear to reflect a failure
to uphold the 1995 Law on the Press. The deci-
sion to revoke VOD’s media licence ahead of the
July 2023 national elections represents a fresh
wave of intimidation tactics against the country’s
dwindling independent media that mirrors the
2017 closure of the Cambodia Daily and the 2018
sale of the Phnom Penh Post.

On February 9, VOD published an article
in Khmer quoting government spokesperson H.E.
Phay Siphan as saying that, “it is not wrong for
Hun Manet to play his father’s role in providing
aid to Turkey.” H.E. Hun Manet later denied play-

ing that role on his social media, and requested
an immediate correction and for VOD to provide
evidence of his signature on the document au-
thorising aid.

,)‘r *\\.\

line signals a serious threat to all independent
media and journalists in Cambodia. Cambodia
has existing laws for how to deal with an alleged
misquote or factual error in a media report. Arti-

VOD is one of the last independent local news
organizations in Cambodia. ANG CHHIN Sothy / AFP

On February 11, Prime Minister Hun Sen
posted on his Facebook page demanding that
VOD issue a public apology to the government
and his son within 72 hours, or else he said he
would order the Ministry of Information to re-
voke VOD’s media licence. On February 12, Hun
Sen made another Facebook post shortening the
deadline to 10 a.m., February 13.

Prime Minister Hun Sen’s arbitrary dead-

cle 10 of Cambodia’s Press Law states that people
have the right to demand a retraction and reply
from a publisher when they believe a statement
is false, and a publisher must reply within seven
days. There is also a right to sue for defamation
and libel.

Prime Minister Hun Sen’s apparent deci-
sion to not use this law, and instead revoke the
licence of VOD, as well as Minister of Informa-
tion Khieu Kanharith’s subsequent Facebook post

declaring it a “lesson” for other media, suggests
that the move was made to silence one of the few
remaining independent news publications in the
country ahead of the national election.

Already, as of the morning of February
13, access to VOD’s websites - both Khmer and
English - appears to have been blocked by major
internet service providers and mobile service pro-
viders within Cambodia.

We call on the government to resolve the
issue in a calm, professional and respectful man-
ner that is in line with Cambodian law and that
does not do lasting damage to Cambodia’s media
landscape. We believe that the closure of VOD
would represent a grave step backwards for both
press freedoms and the rule of law in Cambodia.

Moreover, we rebuke the abusive and mi-
sogynistic language used by Mr. Pheng Vannak
and others on social media against the female
reporter who authored the VOD article in ques-
tion. We hope the government, through relevant
ministries such as the Ministry of Information and
the Ministry of Women’s Affairs, will join us in
calling for Mr. Vannak and others to apologize to
the reporter in question and to stop his blatant acts
of sexual harassment directed towards female re-
porters.

No journalist should ever be attacked as a
result of their work or identity.

The role of independent media is indispens-
able to democracy. The United Nations Human
Rights Committee has stressed that a free media
is essential to democratic processes and should be
allowed to operate without restraint.

We hope the government acknowledges the
essential role of VOD and its journalists, along
with the remaining independent media outlets in
the country, and their right to do their work in ac-
cordance with the law and without fear of intimi-
dation and harassment.
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One year and two months of
Ukraine war change the face of the

From Page 02

peace mission. Xi attended a world
conference in late April called BRIC, a
gathering of "new emerging economies"
in the world. There are five countries in
the world: China, Russia, India, Brazil
and South Africa, which show '"resis-
tance to the West". Why? Because the
difference between the South and the
West is that the West takes "respect for
human rights" as the basis for develop-
ment, while in the South, respect for
human rights is not necessary, and the
group plans to convert the global cur-
rency from "US dollars" to "Chinese
Yuan".

In Africa, many countries are fall-
ing into the trap of China and Russia,
who buy leaders to hold dictatorships or
seize power from democracies to give
to dictators, the source of the country's
civil war or famine.

This is likely to be the evolution of
the war in Ukraine in the future when
China becomes the arbitrator, which

could turn the war into a secondary one
in the South China Sea or in the Indian

world again

Ocean.

French President Macron has been
widely criticized for his visit to China,
saying, "Do you want to break away
from the US alliance?" But they are cor-
recting when they see that whether it is
Russia or Ukraine, China can offer talks
on both sides.

Russia's Vladimir Putin is now
more concerned as NATO expands with
new member, Finland, which borders
with Russia for 1,340 km. So, it's not
just Ukraine that's next to Russia. On
the other hand, the Chinese as ally did
not help with weapons, its weapons fac-
tory was not able to match the damaged,
the soldiers were difficult to recruit, so
now they use the money to buy people
to join the army to feed their families.

We will report on the aftermath of
the Ukraine offensive later.
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PHYSICAL THERAPY

@ Injuries
@ Slip & Fall

& Chronic Arthritis

v ] I ical rehabilitation

We provide |

Have Aches & Pain?

We Can Help.

from Auto Accident

edic Surgical and Non-Surgical
s Comp Rehab

ntative and rehabilita-

Eastern Physicial Therapy
851 Middlesex Street, Suite 1 Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-677-6333 Fax: 978-677-6982
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Replace Xi - PUtin " Vladimir Putin Meets President of the People’s Republic of
China Xi Jinping. Photo: Sergei Karpukhin, TASS via President of Russia

photo by Alan Santos/PR
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC COM-
MENT OPPORTUNITY:
DRAFT AMENDMENT
TO THE NMMPO’s FFY
2023-2027 TIP AND FFY
2024-2028 TIP

The Northern Middlesex Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization (NMMPO)
has released for public comment draft
amendment 4 to the FFY 2023-2027
Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP). In addition, the NMMPO voted
to release the FFY 2024-2028 TIP
for public comment. The proposed
TIP amendment involves changes to
several transit projects and is available
at www.nmcog.org/opportunitiesfor-

publiccomment.

A virtual public meeting to receive
comments on the draft amendment and
FFY 2024-2028 TIP will be held on
May 9 at 5:30 PM. The meeting link
can be found on the NMCOG website.
You may also submit comments by
phone at (978) 454-8021, ext. 121,
or by email: jhoward@nmcog.org. If
preferred, comments may be mailed
to: NMCOG, 40 Church St. Suite 200,
Lowell, MA 01852. The NMMPO’s
public participation process satisfies the
LRTA’s public participation require-

ments for the program of projects.

The NMMPO provides reason-
able accommodations and/or language
assistance free of charge upon request
(including but not limited to interpret-
ers in American Sign Language and
languages other than English, open or
closed captioning for videos, assistive
listening devices and alternate material
formats), as available. For assistance,
please contact Justin Howard at (978)
454-8021, ext. 121 or at jhoward@
nmcog.org. Requests should be made
as soon as possible for services requir-
ing advanced arrangements, including
sign language, CART or language

translation or interpretation.
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ONLINE EDITIONS
AVAILABLE AT
KHMERPOSTUSA.COM

PRINT READERSHIP

Frnsirs
ra (97% U
50,000 Monthly / 600,000 Annually ~ et
Plus additional exposure in our online

&
KhmerPost USA
editions at khmerpostusa.com )

2023 PRINTING SCHEDULES

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2023

/
ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES
All ads are printed in Full Color
Ad Size (WxH)
Full Inside (10” wide x 13" tall) . ... $ 552.00 Full Back Page (10" wide x 13"tall) . . ... .. .. $ 1000.00
1/2 (10" widex6.57tall) ........... 375.00 Front Page 1/2 (10" wide x6.57tall) .......... 1000.00
1/4 (5" widex6.5"tall) ............ 192.00 Front Page 1/4 (5" widex6.5"tall) ............ 620.00
1/8 (5" widex3.25"tall) ........... 108.00 Front Page 1/8 (5" widex3.25"tall) ........... 350.00
Business Card (3.5” wide x 2” tall) .. .60.00 Front Page Business Card (3.5" wide x 2" tall) . .. 200.00
Your ad is also published in our online editions of the newspaper at khmerpostusa.com

[ 2023 PRINTING DATES )

Advertising deadlines are 5 business days
prior to printing date.

January 1 Sunday July 1 Saturday
February 1 Wednesday August 1 Tuesday

March 1 Wednesday  September 1 Friday

April 1 Saturday October 1 Sunday

May 1  Monday November 1 Wednesday
% June 1 Thursday December 1 Friday y,

MONTHLY
DISTRIBUTION

70+ Locations in Lowell, MA = 7,000 copies
25 Locations in Lynn & Revere, MA » 1,000 copies
25 Locations in Providence & Cranston, Rl » 2,000 copies
Additional distribution online

CONTACT INFO
Khmer Post USA * P.O. Box 8848 » Lowell, MA 01853

Khmer Post USA Tel: 978.677.7163 » Fax: 978.677.7092
Distribution Locations Include: Email: khmerpostusa@gmail.com
Households * Markets » Retail Businesses www.khmerpostusa.com

Restaurants » Office Buildings » Government Offices i
Chamber of Commerce  Buddhist Temple Now Enclone Proce & Moy Ao tion
Laundromats = And Much More and Greater Merrimack Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA

Subscribe
@KhmerPostUSA




