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Massachusetts House Passed
Resolutions Commemorating

Cambodian Genocide Remembrance Day
By Soben Ung 17th as the Cambodian Genocide Re-

AI e you taking Care Boston — A group of Cambodian membrance Day in the Commonwealth

leaders and community members gath- of Massachusetts. Vanna Howard, the

ered in the Massachusetts State House first Cambodian American woman

Of a loved One at homep chamber on May étth to witlless the elected state representative, who intro-

passage of a resolution declaring April Please see /02
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I Members of Cambodian community gathers at Massahusetts State to witness the
passage of resolutions commemorating Cambodian Genocide Day. Photo taken
May 4th, 2023 by Soben Ung/Khmer Post USA.
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Massachusetts House Passed Resolutions
Commemorating Cambodian Genocide Remembrance Day

From Front Page

duced the resolution, said “it’s
been a long time coming. It’s been
overdue. I'm so glad the Cambodian
community is here to witness this. It’s
emotional for all of us, but this now
will go on record to commemorate
that horrific, awful day.”

In 2019, Councilor Vesna Noun
filed the motion which Lowell City
Council adopted the Proclamation
April 17th as Cambodian Genocide
Remembrance Day. “It’s the utmost
respect for those who survived and
those who have passed. It’s a way
for our community, our children and
grandchildren to remember where we
came from and how we got here. Learn
from the past and hopefully not to re-
peat it,” said Councilor Vesna Nuon.

On April 17, 1975, one day af-
ter Cambodian New Year, the Khmer
Rouge regime took over Phnom Penh
and began a genocide that killed two
million or more Cambodian people in
the next four years.

“This commemoration honors all
survivors of the genocide whose resil-
iency led them to find a new beginning
in the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, strengthening through tradition,

perseverance, and love.”

Sothea Chiemroum, executive
director of Cambodian Mutual As-
sistance Association said, “for our
community, being recognized, the suf-
fering we endured during the Khmer
Rouge regime, it’s a big moment. It
brings back some memories, not only
my family but our relatives and every-
one else that suffered.” As a genocide
survivor, he was 9 years old when
Khmer Rouge came to power and was
forced into child labor camp, lost his
father and a young brother. A loss ex-
perienced by almost every Cambodian
family during Khmer Rouge as four
were killed out of every ten people,
wiping out a quarter of the country’s
population.

In Cambodia, the ruling party
CPP commemorates the Khmer Rouge
genocide on January 7, the day that
Khmer Rouge fell in 1979. The Cam-
bodia People’s Party celebrates it as
“Victory Day” when Vietnam invaded
Cambodia, ousted the Pol Pot regime
on January 7, 1979 and propped up
Prime Minister Hun Sen and Senate
President Heng Samrin as its Cam-

Please see /17
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Massachusetts Governor Maura Healey announces $246 millions
for affordable and mix-income housing on May 18th in Lowell
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Valley Food Bank. $246 million in state
and federal funding was awarded to 27
[Pu1f Thomas A. Golden, Jr  affordable housing projects across Mas-

.o sachusetts that will build 1,597 units for
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Governor Healey Announces $246 Million for
Affordable and Mixed-Income Housing

"This is a remarkable opportunity
to provide more affordable housing
to residents of the City of Lowell, and
the City Council is proud to reaffirm
our commitment to this vital issue with

Lowell City Manager Tom Golden and Rick Mazzochi, Manag-
ing Director of Boston Capital

$250,000 in HOME funds," said City

Manager Thomas A. Golden, Jr. "The

City of Lowell is grateful for the vision

and partnership of Governor Healey,
Please see /10
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Constitutional Council Rules Candle-
light Party Cannot Compete in National Elections

Updated: The Candlelight Party
will not be allowed to participate in the
national elections, Cambodia’s Consti-
tutional Council ruled on Thursday.

“The Constitutional Council de-
cided to accept [Candlelight’s] appeal...
but it was denied as illegitimate and
contrary to the law,” council president
Im Chhun Lim announced. “This is a fi-
nal decision and there can be no further

Candlelight Party signs at the party’s headquarters in Phnom Penh on April 4,
2022. (CamboJA/Pring Samrang)
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Constitutional Council president Im Chhum Lim, also a CPP Central Com-
mittee member, leads a meeting on Thursday deciding the fate of the leading op-
position Candlelight Party’s registration for the July elections. (CamboJA/Khuon Narim)
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complaint.”

Chhun Lim, who is also a ruling
CPP Central Committee member, said
that Candlelight didn’t provide its origi-
nal, Interior Ministry-issued certificate
of registration as a political party under
articles 27 and 31 of the electoral law.

“The Candlelight Party and Khmer
United Great Nation Party cannot join
the upcoming elections,” Constitutional
Council’s deputy secretary general and
spokesperson Prom Vicheth Akara said
during a press conference.

The council of nine, composed of
five ruling CPP members, had reached a
unanimous decision and found the NEC
had correctly complied with electoral
laws in denying Candlelight’s registra-
tion, Akara added.

Akara stated that 18 other political
parties were approved to participate in
the July 23 national elections because
they had submitted all their required
documents to the NEC.

“I would like to verify that there
is not one party running in the election,

Please see /13
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Blasting into the Future with Virgin
Galactic’s Unity 25 Mission

By Soben Ung

New Mexico —Virgin Galactic com-
pleted its first spaceflight mission called
Unity 25 on Thursday, May 25th. It is
the first since its founder Sir Richard
Branson took flight in July 2021 and is
set to begin commercial spaceflight next
month. The test mission was 90 min-
utes. The VMS Eve carrier plane took
off from Virgin Galactic’s Spaceport in

COMMANDER

New Mexico at 11:15am carrying the
VSS Unity Spaceplane with the crew of
six up 44,500 ft. There the VSS Unity
separated itself from the mothership, ig-

nited an engine and boosted itself into
the space. The VSS Unity reached an
altitude of 54.2 miles in space and expe-
rienced microgravity for three minutes
before it came back to earth. Both the
VSS Unity and the mothership VMS
Eve landed safely according to the com-
pany’s Twitter updates.

This is the flight experience that
the space tourism company will provide
to its 800 customers who have already
paid a price tag between $250,000 —
$450,000 per ticket. The company plans
to conduct fight missions once a month.

The crew of six were Chief astro-
naut instructor Beth Mosses, astronaut
instructor Luke Mays, senior engineer-
ing manager Christopher Huie, internal
communications senior manager Jamila
Gilbert, and two space pilots Mike Ma-
succi and CJ Sturckow, according to the
company’s website.

The Virgin Galactic mission took
place after a 22 month pause for space-
craft upgrades due to safety probes by
the U.S Federal Aviation Administra-
tion. “Today’s Unity 25 spaceflight is
the last step in our flight test program.
Our team will complete inspections of

the vehicles and review data in the com-
ing weeks. We’ll begin the commercial
service with the ‘Galatic 01’ mission,’
the company wrote on Twitter.
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UN Experts Call on Cambodian Authorities to
Ensure for Free and Fair Electoral Environment
ahead of July General Elections

GENEVA - UN experts urged
Cambodian authorities to ensure an in-
clusive, genuine, and peaceful electoral
process, in full respect of human rights,
including rights to freedom of assembly,

association and expression for all politi-
cal actors, civil society and voters.

“We are alarmed by the restrictions
imposed on the right of political parties
to participate in elections,” the experts

PHOTO: MARTE MEDIA

said, calling for the upcoming general
elections in July 2023 to be held in ac-
cordance with the minimum standards
for free and fair elections. “This is es-
sential to ensure the freely expressed
will of the Cambodian people.”

They noted that, just last week, the
National Election Committee of Cam-
bodia (NEC) rejected the registration of
the Candlelight Party and of the Khmer
United Great Nation Party to run in the
23 July national election, citing non-
compliance with electoral laws, regula-
tions and NEC notifications.

“The NEC emphasised modali-
ties that appear to have discriminated
against one or more of the country’s
main political parties,” the experts said.
“Coupled with intimidation of opposi-
tion members, this could be interpreted
as a further restriction on political par-
ticipation,” they said.

“An inclusive democracy, lasting
peace and sustainable development re-
quire an environment for effective au-
tonomous women’s movements to an-
chor universal human rights standards
in political and public life,” they said.

The experts reiterated their call on

Please see /09
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Civil Society Calls for VOD To Be
Reinstated During Press Day Remarks

By Khuon Narim,Eung Sea

Ahead of World Press Freedom
Day, civil society groups called on the
government to allow the independent
media outlet VOD to reopen, noting that
the country’s press freedom continues to
worsen.

“I hope the Prime Minister will

Sen gave VOD 72 hours — later short-
ened to 24 hours — to issue a retraction
and apology for a February 9 Khmer
language report stating that his son, Hun
Manet, had signed an authorization of
aid to Turkey. Though the outlet issued
both an apology and retraction, its li-
cense was revoked on February 13.

About 200 Journahsts civil society members, and others attend a World Press Freedom Day event in Phnom Penh on May 2 2023. CamboJA/ Pring Samrang
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kindly consider [reopening VOD],” said
Cambodia Center for Human Right
executive director Chak Sopheap, dur-
ing a panel discussion to discuss press
freedom in Phnom Penh on May 2, one
day before World Press Freedom Day.

Members of civil society, government representatives, and journalists gather
at a World Press Freedom day event
in Phnom Penh on May 2, 2023. CamboJA/Pring Samrang
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“[We] can say that it was one mis-
take that VOD committed wrong, but
VOD has already apologized,” she said.

In February, Prime Minister Hun

Speaking to participants at Tues-
day’s event, Information Ministry
spokesperson Meas Sophorn insisted
that the shutdown of VOD was not a
reflection of broader issues surrounding
press freedom.

“I would like to affirm that the shut-
down of VOD does not kill press free-
dom in Cambodia,” he said, noting that
in the case of VOD, the government was
simply following the law.

But advocates insist VOD did noth-
ing to justify having their license revoke
and say that the closure has had a chill-
ing effect for other Cambodian media
outlets.

“After ordering to close VOD, how
many media outlets dare to report about
the demonstrations, and strikes?” said
Cambodia Center for Independent Me-
dia’s acting executive director Chhan
Sokunthea.

She added that since the shutdown,
few media institutions are reporting on
“sensitive issues” like land disputes,
natural resource grabs, and worker pro-
tests.

“As we know, near elections inde-
pendent media are always restricted or
closed,” Sokhunthea said.

She said the number of journal-

Please see /21
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UN Experts Call on Cambodian Authorities to
Ensure for Free and Fair Electoral Environment
ahead of July General Elections

From Page 06

the Cambodian authorities to immedi-
ately release Mr. Kem Sokha — subject
of the Opinion of the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention — and other opposi-
tion party members from detention and

continue on a downward path,” they
said.

The experts urged the Cambodian
authorities to rescind the decision to re-
voke the licence of the Voice of Democ-

[151R35) msTng UMY

racy, to protect the civil and political
rights of all and to ensure an enabling
environment for civil society, including
independent media.

to ensure full respect for human rights,
including the right to a fair trial and full
participation in the conduct of political
affairs.

“We are concerned that freedom
of expression and freedom of the press

#LOWEE;L

TH[IIE‘S

IB1SEM PSR MISIBHATY)
. iz 158 m lefigm
PBiRS) JUNETEENTH

= I od lefge
PR RHUBH|iS5m1E
58 uﬁ’[laﬁqm
FU{EMDSEAThANG)
i58 & l=ngi
AbomdsF bl
hjs Bd-mo \aﬁgm
DREASDRIFI

hjn -0 [8aim

P GRSHERES TR LS

13 o€ fedium

Sﬁéﬁﬁ“ﬁ%

iin

4

POINTS OF LIGHT LANTERN FESTIVAL

SOUTHEAST ASIAN WATER FESTIVAL

#LOWEE;L

TH[IIE‘S

GREATER LOWELL PRIDE
June 3

JUNETEENTH
June 18

June 24

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION .
July & :
LOWELL FOLK FESTIVAL &ait
July 28-30

PUERTO RICAN FESTIVAL
August 5-6

August 19




KHMERPOST US

2 Governor Healey Announces $246 Million for
Affordable and Mixed-Income Housing
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Governor Maura Healey, Lt. Governor Kim Driscoll, City Manager Tom Golden, Rick Mazzochi Man-
aging Director of Boston Capital, and Housing and Community Development Secretary

=ik

Debbie Callery (middle), Executive Director of Merrimack Valley Food Bank with Board Member
George Anastas (left) and Board President Jimmy Good (right).
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From Page 03

Lieutenant Governor Driscoll, and their
administration, and we look forward to
supporting more projects like this in the
future."

On March 1, Governor Healey filed
a legislation to create the Executive Of-
fice of Housing and Livable Communi-
ties moving the Department of Housing
and Community Development out of

of experience of aligning goals and pull-
ing people together in both public and
private sectors to make sure that we’re
not only meeting our housing goals but
building our community,” said Lieuten-
ant Governor Driscoll. Secretary Au-
gustus will begin his job on June 1.

With the award, Boston Capital
completes the purchase of Merrimack

A 52-units apartment complex to be built at 733 Broadway Lowell by Boston Capital.

the current Executive Office of Housing
and Economic Development into a new
department and broadening its scope of
work to include housing production.

"These are the types of projects
that our Executive Office of Housing
and Livable Communities will be driv-
ing in close collaboration with local,
federal and private sector partners to ad-
dress our housing crisis," said Governor
Healey.

“We know how important these
grants dollars are to support making a
difference in our community in term of
tackling the housing crisis. With 200
thousand housing units short right now,
with people living longer and the com-
munity needs growing, that’s why we’re
committed to this work, having a cabi-
net level Secretariat that is dedicated to
increasing housing production, to re-
ducing the barriers to growing housing,
and to accelerate that pace is so critical
for long term economic prosperity in
our commonwealth,” said Lieutenant
Governor Driscoll.

New appointee Housing Secretary
Ed Augustus was introduced. Augustus
is the former City Manager of Worcester
who has a strong record of developing
thousands of housing units both mar-
ket rates and units for the vulnerable
populations. “He has a decade’s worth

Valley Food Bank warehouse on 733
Broadway Street in Lowell. “We have
been working with them for over a year
now. With this funding, they now will
move onto closing on the property and
develop it into a beautiful three stories
affordable, low income apartment com-
plex for 45 years,” said Debbie Callery,
executive director of the MVFB. “It’s a
well thought out beautiful plan which
will be a beautiful addition to the neigh-
borhood. We can't wait to see the build-
ing plan become a reality."

The building was gifted to the
MVEFB 30 years ago by the Stagnone
Family, owners of Lowell Fruit Com-
pany. The Food Bank has found a new
home adjacent to the Pawtucket Canal
Reservoir and Francis Gate Park in the
Acre Neighborhood.

Rick Mazzochi, Managing Director
of Boston Capital said, “We’re thrilled
to be developing a new affordable hous-
ing project here. 54 units, all affordable
housing which sets up for households
that are earning 60 percent of median
income or less. Many units will have
lower rent income as well.”

Mazzochi said he doesn’t have all
the details on rent levels but he’ll be
happy to share later when it’s available.
The property will be managed by the
Maloney Company.
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NOW HIRING

Full-Time Bus Drivers

CDL-A or CDL-B with Air Brake
and Passenger Endorsement required.
Other LRTA requirements may apply.

Monday - Saturday
5 Day Work Week
Some Split Shifts

Competitive Pay Rate
Medical & Life Insurance
401K = And More!

Please send resume to General Manager at
customerservice@LRTA.com

Or Apply In Person

Lowell Regional Transit Authority
100 Hale Street » Lowell, MA » Mon-Fri: 8 am - 4 pm
978-452-6161 = www.LRTA.com

%Luwall R lunal
ransit Aut

An Equal Opportunity Employer

THE LRTA IS NOW HIRING
A FULL-TIME MECHANIC

Must be 21 years old or older

with a clean driving record
Must have your own tools
% Minimum of 2 years
technician experience
CDL-B license is a plus but not required

Other LRTA requirements may apply

Competitive Pay Rate » Medical & Life Insurance
401K = And More!

Please send resume to Director of Maintenance at

100 Hale Street, Lowell, MA 01851
or Email to customerservice@LRTA.com
For more information call: 978-452-6161 ext. 214

well Regional
Transit Authority

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Constitutional Council Rules Candlelight
Party Cannot Compete in National Elections

From Page 04

but there are 18 political parties run-
ning in the upcoming elections,” Akara
said. “So the principle of a democracy
multiple-party is still fully guaranteed
as mandated in the constitution.”

In last year’s commune elections,
Candlelight earned more than 1.6 mil-
lion votes representing 22.25% of the
popular vote, leading to 2,198 commune
councilor seats.

The ruling CPP won 74.32% of the
popular vote. The remaining opposition
parties earned 3.43% of the vote. The
third-place party, FUNCINPEC, won 19
commune councilor seats.

The Khmer United Great Nation
Party — which did not participate in last
year’s commune elections — could not
be reached for comment.

“Without the Candlelight Party
joining this upcoming election...there is
no multiple[-party] democracy here in
Cambodia, as stipulated in the constitu-
tion and the Paris Peace Agreements,”
the party’s acting secretary general
Kong Monika has told CamboJA.

Monika directed comments about
the council’s decision to Candlelight
spokesperson Kimsour Phearith, who
expressed disappointment.

“It is their discretion but we are
saddened because we have known our-
selves as a legitimate party because we
participated in the 2022 commune coun-
cil elections,” he said. “It should also be
that way for the national elections.”

“There is not just our party’s dis-
appointment but for citizens who have
supported [Candlelight] and hoped to
have the party represented in the Na-
tional Assembly in order to help them,”
he added. “We will discuss with party
leaders what we will do next.”

A representative from the NGO
Committee for Free and Fair Elections
in Cambodia (COMFREL), an election
monitoring group, declined to comment
on the Constitutional Council’s deci-
sion, citing safety concerns.

Ruling CPP party spokesperson
Sok Eysan said that the Constitutional
Council had implemented the law fairly.

“Democracy in Cambodia depends
on Cambodian people, it isn’t based on
the Candlelight Party,” he said. “It is the
issue of Candlelight which lost docu-
ments. The mistake of the party cannot
be blamed on others.”

NEC Rejected Registration Due to

Lack of 1998 Document

Candlelight had earlier this month
filed an appeal to reverse the National
Election Committee’s decision to reject
the leading opposition party’s registra-
tion.

But on May 15 the NEC had
claimed that Candlelight “failed to fill
out additional documents” needed for
registration. Five other parties had been
“issued a letter of notification to fill the
gaps” in their registration, according to
unofficial translation of an NEC state-
ment.

The NEC had mandated Candle-
light provide the original copy of a 1998
government document recognizing the
party — then called the Sam Rainsy
Party — as a legal entity. Yet this docu-
ment had been confiscated by authori-
ties in a 2017 raid on the headquarters
of Candlelight’s precursor, the court-
dissolved CNRP, Candlelight leaders
have said.

The Interior Ministry had also is-
sued a new registration for Candlelight
to change its name from CNRP in 2017.

The Interior Ministry had allowed
Candlelight to participate in last year’s
sub-national commune elections — in
which the party won around one-fifth of
the popular vote — using a black and
white photocopy of the 1998 document
and its new registration.

The Interior Ministry and the NEC
had for weeks not directly responded to
repeated requests from CamboJA for
clarification as to why Candlelight was
allowed to register for the commune
elections but not the national elections.

After the Constitutional Council’s
ruling, Puthea told CamboJA that Can-
dlelight had been allowed to participate
in the commune elections because it was
a sub-national election and photocopies
were acceptable for registration at the
commune level.

“The NEC needed only photocop-
ies and confirmation of the party’s name
with the Interior Ministry,” for the com-
mune elections he said, explaining that
it is “too much and difficult” for politi-
cal parties to register separately with
their original documents in each of the
1,652 communes they sought to contest.

Puthea said that for the national
elections, parties registered directly
with the NEC at the national level and

Please see /16
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Afforney Francisco J. Rosa
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Attorney Andrew ‘Bunna’ Taing
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978-458-0934 - at@rosataing.com
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Personal Injury ﬁwmmmmmga

Real Estate Closing ﬁ’“umﬁmiﬂ g&ﬁ“@

Immigration Hi gﬂ'ﬂjia’ma
Divorces mitasanss
Child Custody MITAV{FRIBIRPAS
Bankruptcy AJUIGES
Main Office / Mailing Address Revere Office

1550 Middlesex Street 385 Broadway, Suite 305

Lowell, MA 01851 Revere, MA 02151

Constitutional Council Rules Candle-
light Party Cannot Compete in National Elections

From Page 13

therefore were required to submit origi-
nal paperwork.

“It is a serious matter, because it is
a parliamentary election towards build-
ing a government,” Puthea said. “In
2023, when the Prime Minister will be
chosen, the NEC must take great care to
ensure that all parties comply with the
rules.”

Puthea claimed that NEC was un-
aware that the Candlelight did not have
the original copy of the declaration
when it made this a requirement earlier
this year.

Candlelight’s Monika told Cam-
boJA in early May that he believed the
NEC was “intentionally putting pres-
sure” on the party and knew the party
lacked this document, because Candle-
light had reached out to the Interior
Ministry on April 3 to receive a re-is-
sued document. The NEC requested the
document from the party on April 5.

The Interior Ministry, NEC and
Constitutional Council are all headed
by members of the ruling CPP’s Central
Committee, which decides the party’s
policies. Of the Constitutional Council’s
nine members, five are registered CPP
members.

Interior Ministry spokesperson Kh-
ieu Sopheak has claimed his ministry is
not responsible for helping Candlelight
resolve the bureaucratic dilemma. He
also appeared to tell CambolJA, sev-
eral days before the NEC’s registration
deadline, that the ministry had issued
the necessary document to Candlelight.

“We gave it to them when they
came to register,” Sopheak told Cambo-

JA on May 12. “The original document
was already given.”

“Maybe they hid the original docu-
ment or pawned it at a bank in exchange
for money,” he added.

Sopheak has not provided further
clarification on the documents provided
by the ministry since then and was not
immediately available for comment fol-
lowing the Constitutional Council’s rul-
ing.

Following the NEC’s decision,
Prime Minister Hun Sen threatened
Candlelight Party members with arrest
if they protested.

Hun Sen Warns Against Foreign
Meddling

On May 23 Hun Sen warned for-
eign embassies not to meddle in Cam-
bodia’s internal affairs, pushing back
against the wave of outcry following
opposition leader Kem Sokha’s treason
conviction in March.

In March, the European Union par-
liament passed a resolution warning that
further erosion of democracy in Cambo-
dia could lead to targeted sanctions.

“On behalf of the head of the ex-
ecutive body [government] of the coun-
try’s territorial sovereignty, why do you
[foreigners] like meddling in internal af-
fairs in my country,” Hun Sen said.

“You have the right to trust me, and
not trust me, but I have the right not to
trust you,” Hun Sen said. “Don’t inter-
fere in foreign affairs, these are Cambo-
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Massachusetts House Passed Resolutions
Commemorating
Cambodian Genocide Remembrance Day

From Page 02

bodian political heads. A celebration
that divides the nation between those
who refused to acknowledge Vietnam
as their saviors because of its military
occupation for the next 10 years and
the attempt to install its own govern-
ment in Cambodia.

Massachusetts has the second-
largest population of Cambodian
Americans living in the United States,
many of whom entered the United
States as refugees escaping the war-
torn country after the fall of the Khmer
Rouge in 1979 as the nation remained
at war until the United Nations spon-

1N 1WA SRR [ nasgigigiing

N[ NS §S SOANARGTIU

sored Paris Peace agreement in 1991
which ended the war end and orga-
nized a free and fair election.

“It’s a different opinion,” said He-
ang Sreng, one of the attendees. “For
the ruling party, January 7 is a big
holiday because they feel it’s a day
they brought Vietnamese troops into
Cambodia and liberated Cambodians
from the Pol Pot regime. But for the
Khmers who suffered, they choose
April 17. For the Cambodia People’s
Party, it a politicized event that make
them proud.”

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETING AND COM-
MENT OPPORTUNITY:
DRAFT FFY 2024 UNI-

FIED PLANNING WORK
PROGRAM

The Northern Middlesex Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization (NMMPO)
has released for public comment the
draft FFY 2024 Unified Planning Work
Program (UPWP). The UPWP outlines
activities to be undertaken by MPO
staff over the next federal fiscal year.
A copy of the draft document can be
found at www.nmcog.org. Comments
may be submitted by phone at (978)
454-8021, ext. 113 or to Jboulanger@
nmcog.org or by U.S. mail addressed
to NMCOG, 40 Church Street, Suite
200, Lowell MA 01852. The public
comment period ends June 16, 2023.

A virtual public meeting to hear
any comments on the draft UPWP will
be held on June 6, 2023, at 5:30 PM,
to register visit this link. In addition,
a virtual meeting of the NMMPO will
be held on June 28, 2023, at 2:00 PM
to review comments and consider
endorsement of the UPWP.

Notice: The above meetings will
be held virtually via the Zoom plat-
form. Information about accessing
the meetings will be posted at www.
nmcog.org. You can also get infor-
mation on meeting access by calling
978-454-8021 or by emailing jraitt@
nmcog.org. The NMMPO provides
reasonable accommodations and/or
language assistance free of charge
upon request (including but not lim-
ited to interpreters in American Sign
Language and languages other than
English, open or closed captioning for
videos, assistive listening devices, and
alternate material formats), as avail-
able. For assistance, please contact
Jennifer Raitt at (978) 454-8021 or at
jraitt@nmcog.org. Requests should be
made as soon as possible for services
requiring advanced arrangements,
including sign language, CART or
language translation or interpretation.
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Home Care Agency
SRS D
Group Adults Foster Care Program
AYT G FIU—AIIINMILY

144 Merrimack Street * Suite 404
Lowell, MA 01852 « 617-783-7177

Open for enroliment.

Persons with disability and chronic ilinesses
at no cost to patients.

We provide an individual care plan developed by

a registered nurse and case manager.

Service plan includes medication management,

personal care service at home, a Nurse and
Case Manager monitoring ongoing needs.

Patient must have Masshealth Standard to qualify.

We accept United, Senior Whole Health, Fallon
and Commonwealth Care Alliance.
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UMASS LOWELL INNOVATION HUB

WED
6/21/2023
5:00 PM - B:00 PM

N0 Canal Street
Lowell, MA 01852 - 3rd floor
Light refreshments will be served
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LEARN MORE ABOUT CMAA AT CMAALOWELL.ORG m
OR CALL US AT 978-454-6200
P ———————
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URBAN REAL ESTATE
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Residential , RE:'II Esltgtlell';'len“t

Leasing Center @ Cell: 978-902-6354

508 Westford Street ¢ Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 454-0444
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Constitutional Council Rules Candlelight
Party Cannot Compete in National Elections

From Page 16

dia’s affairs, and please do not connect
Cambodia’s relations with your coun-
tries.”

After Candlelight’s initial rejection
by the NEC, some embassies issued re-

US Ambassador Patrick Murphy

bukes of varying intensity.

On May 21, ambassador W. Patrick
Murphy tweeted that the US Embassy in
Phnom Penh said “the decision to reject
the Candlelight Party’s registration...
undermines Cambodia’s democracy
ahead of the July 2023 national elec-
tions.”

The US Embassy has not published
any official statement addressing Can-
dlelight Party’s on its website.

The French Embassy stated on May
17 that “France deplores the exclusion”
of Candlelight Party from the elections,
and said the party’s inability to partici-
pate in the elections “undermines the
democratic nature of the vote.”

British Ambassador Dominic Wil-
liams said on May 16 that he was “dis-
appointed” the NEC rejected the Can-
dlelight’s registration.

Dominic said “This is a disap-
pointing development which weakens
the choice available to the Cambodian
people and appears to run contrary to
the Ministry of Interior’s recent confir-
mation of the Candlelight Party’s status
as a recognised political party.”

The Delegation of the European
Union said it “strongly objects” to
Candlelight’s disqualification after the
NECs initial decision on May 15.

The Japanese government stated “it
is important to have an environment in
which the opinion of the people, wheth-
er they are from the ruling party or op-
position parties, are widely reflected in
the political process.”
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Civil Society Calls for VOD To Be
‘Reinstated During Press Day Remarks

From Page 08

ists who report on sensitive issues have
declined since 2017, amid crackdowns
on independent media like Radio Free
Asia, The Cambodia Daily, and VOD.
RFA saw two former reporters arrested
on espionage charges in 2017, while the
Cambodia Daily shut down in 2017 af-
ter being handed a massive tax bill that
it called politically motivated.

Sok Lyhour, an intern at CCIM,
said he supported calls for VOD to be
reopened.

“We see that the media in Cambo-
dia does not seem to have freedom of
press,” Lyhour said, adding that he sees
colleagues facing emotional stress over
the pressures facing the media.

“We have very few independent
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That total case count marked a 28 per-
cent decrease from 2021, when it docu-
mented 49 cases of harassment against
96 journalists. Sophorn said that the
government has continued to promote
press freedom in Cambodia.

“The implementation of the right
to freedom of the press shows that we
have seen a good situation in carrying
out their duty of national and foreign
journalists who are working in our Cam-
bodia,” he said, adding that Cambodians
can access media through all sources,
even TikTok, which has been banned
in India while many other countries are
discussing bans.

But other speakers at the event said
such statements did not reflect the real-

Members of civil society, gbvernment representatives, and journalists gather at a World Press Freedom day event in
Phnom Penh on May 2, 2023. CamboJA/Pring Samrang
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media outlets left in Cambodia, very
few people can speak. What I want is
that there are more independent media
so that people who cannot voice their
concerns can have their voices heard,”
said Hang Samphors, team leader of
the Cambodian Female Journalists Net-
work.

Cambodia’s Press Situation In its
last annual report, Cambodian Journal-
ists Alliance Association (CamboJA)
said the situation facing the press re-
mains one of “deep concern,” despite
fewer attacks on journalists last year.

In 2022, CamboJA recorded 35
cases of harassment—including physi-
cal attacks, threats of violence, discrimi-
nation, arrest, imprisonment, and other
legal actions—against 54 journalists.

ity of press freedom in Cambodia.

Carmen Moreno, EU ambassador
to Cambodia, said the media here faces
many of the challenges seen across the
globe.

“Unfortunately, over the last years,
we have seen a steady decline of press
freedom and freedom of expression all
over the world, including Cambodia,
including in my country in Spain,” she
said.

“We are suffering from the prolifer-
ation of disinformation, disinformation
and hate speech, multiplied by digital
technologies and social networks. We
are witnessing media capture and me-
dia monopolies established by govern-
ment’s economic powers and political
powers,” she said.
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Weekdays July 5 to August 11
igiaminuiiGgs 5 i2Bmunigs 11 f2aim

Sponsored by
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Merrimack Valley
Food Bank, Inc.

* Feeding Families
| since 1991

I 4

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF

ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY

NOY EDUCATION

CHILD NUTRITION

For more info visit

www.mvfb.org

rijtinNSuigHAIHTIEN
www.mvfb.org

Summer meals are provided free of charge to children
and teens 18 and under. No registration or I.D. necessary.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider,
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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