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L Pr(;,sident Joe Biden, left, shakes hands with Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida ahead
of a bilateral meeting in Hiroshima, May 18, 2023, ahead of the start of the G-7 Summit.
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By Khmer Post USA

In Tokyo, Japan — President Biden
launched the Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) with
a dozen Indo-Pacific partners includ-
ing Australia, Brunei, India, Indone-
sia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Ma-
laysia, New Zealand, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.
Together, they represent 40% of world
GDP.

IPEF will enable the United States
and the allies to decide on rules of
the road that ensure American work-
ers, small businesses, and ranchers
can compete in the Indo-Pacific. The
President said tackling inflation is a
top economic priority, and this frame-
work will help lower costs by making
American supply chains more resilient
in the long term, protecting the US
against costly disruptions that lead to
higher prices for consumers.

U.S. foreign direct investment in
the region totaled more than $969 bil-
lion in 2020 and has nearly doubled in

the last decade. The United States is
the leading exporter of services to the
region, helping fuel regional growth.
Trade with the Indo-Pacific supports
more than three million American jobs
and is the source of nearly $900 bil-
lion in foreign direct investment in the
United States.

Currently, U.S. exports to China
were $151.1 billion in 2021, a 21.4%
($26.6 billion) increase from 2020;
U.S. imports from China were $506.4
billion, a 16.5% ($71.6 billion) in-
crease. China was the United States'
3rd largest goods export market and
the United States' largest supplier of
goods imports in 2020, according to
the office of United States Trade Rep-
resentative.

Through IPEF, the United States
is diversifying its trade and economic
development with 60 percent of the
world’s population, the Indo Pacific
is projected to be the largest contribu-
tor to global growth over the next 30
years.
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Undocumented Immigrants Now Can
Get Driver Licenses in Massachusetts
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By Soben Ung

Starting July 1, 2023, undocumented
immigrants living in Massachusetts can
obtain a standard driver's license. It is
a hard-won battle for many immigrant
families as the state legislature passed
the Work and Family Mobility Act on
May 26, 2022 and the state election ballot
passed in November. "Roads in Massa-
chusetts are about to get a lot safer. Allow-
ing individuals regardless of immigration
status to apply for driver licenses will
ensure that all drivers meet the same in-
surance requirements, take the same road
test, and possess the same credentials. It's
expected that hit-and-run cases will de-
crease across the Commonwealth, giving
all drivers — whether they are traveling
to work or school, or the grocery store —
the chance to breathe a little easier,” said
Elizabeth Sweet, Executive Director of
the Massachusetts Immigrant and Refu-
gee Advocacy (MIRA) Coalition.

Eligible drivers can register online or
in person at the RMV to take the learner’s
permit exam which tests your knowledge
of the driving laws in Massachusetts. The
required documents include a foreign
passport, a birth certificate, or ID card,
Massachusetts residency, and a social se-

curity status, removing the red tape which
previously required the driver be a legal
resident of Massachusetts.

In preparing for the learner’s permit
exam, customers are encouraged to study
the Driver’s Manual and take a practice
exam prior to the appointment. The study
guide is available in Khmer and you are
allowed to bring a certified interpreter on
the day of the exam and for the road test.

The RMV fees required are for the
learner’s permit ($30), the road test ($35),
and the license fee ($50). Do not pay any-
one else for RMV services. It’s probably
a scam.

Once you have your learner’s permit,
you can begin to practice driving with a
licensed driver. If someone is helping you
learn to drive, they must be a licensed
driver at least 21 years old has at least
one-year experience in driving, hold a val-
id driver’s license from Massachusetts or
another state and sit in the passenger seat
next to you while you drive. The same
requirement for the day of the road test
exam. You cannot show up for the road
test alone. “MIRA and other immigrant
serving agencies will closely monitor the
roll out of the new driver licenses to en-
sure that the RMV is applying their new
procedures equitably in all offices across
the state,” said Sweet.
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History of Kampuchea Krom: The Annexation
of Cambodian Land by Vietnam

From Font Page
anniversary that Kampuchea Krom was
lost to Vietnam.

July 21th, 1954 — a meeting in
Geneva took place, where Vietnam
was divided into two countries: North
Democratic Republic of Vietnam &
South State of Vietnam. I was born in
the South in 1983, following the turmoil
of the Vietnam War that took place be-
tween the North and South from 1955 to
1975. As a Khmer child, I was among
millions of other Khmers whose ances-
tral land was taken by the French gov-
ernment and given to Vietnam at that
Geneva Conference. My story is one of
many that the government of Vietnam
covered up, twisting the facts to make
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but to become a Vietnamese language
teacher. I would then have to teach
Khmer children to speak Vietnamese,
but for what reason? I couldn’t un-
derstand why Khmers were treated as
second-class citizens, and why having
darker skin caused us to be seen as an
inferior and uneducated class. I remem-
ber the feeling of anger boiling beneath
my skin — I wanted to prove to them that
I could achieve more than anybody else,
and so [ did. I was ranked 1st in my class
multiple years during my elementary
education, yet I could barely speak a
word of Vietnamese until the 5th grade.

We were taught to sing “Em Yeu
Bac Ho” (I love Bac Ho), a song claim-
ing to love Ho Chi Minh, the fatherland.
Looking back on it now, what a slap in
the face, for Vietnam to make Khmers
sing a song to praise Uncle Ho. After
taking our ancestral land without ever
acknowledging that Khmers were the
indigenous people, and after erasing our
history?

To give our readers a historical con-
text, Vietnam was once a part of China
and became independent from China
as the Annam territory in what is now
North Vietnam around the 10th century.
In around year 1400, Vietnam invaded
Cham (present-day Central Vietnam)
and started extending its influence over
the Khmer in the South through a mar-
riage between Cambodian King Chey
Chethha II and Princess Nguyen Phuc

French and Spaniard armadas acking on Saigon, 18 February 1859

the world forget who we are.

It has been over 20 years since I
emigrated from South Vietnam, but I
have never forgotten my roots. I can still
remember walking on my bare feet to a
Vietnamese school in the morning, then
racing to Khmer language classes at the
Khmer Buddhist temple in the afternoon
for two years. I remember entering the
3rd grade at a Vietnamese school, and
trying to imagine what my future would
hold, but there was no choice allowed

Ngoc Van, daughter of Lord Nguyen
Phuc Nguyen in 1618. The King grant-
ed the Vietnamese the rights to settle
in Prey Nokor -now known as Saigon
- which lead to the Vietnamese annexa-
tion of Kampuchea Krom (Mekong Del-
ta) or “Lower Cambodia” in 1802 after a
South Vietnamese prince, Nguyen Anh
won a battle against the North and pro-
claimed himself as Gia-long Emperor,
annexing the remaining Cham territo-

Please see /11
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Massachusetts Governor Maura T.
Healey Became the First U.S.
Governor to Address Irish Senate

By Soben Ung

DUBLIN - June 27— Massachu-
setts Governor Maura T. Healey became
the first United States Governor to ad-
dress the Irish Senate. Healey, the first
openly lesbian elected governor of Mas-
sachusetts, and the great-granddaughter
of Irish immigrants, made a speech on
the eve of the 30th anniversary of the
decriminalization of homosexuality in
Ireland. She emphasized the importance
of maintaining the strong economic
partnership between Massachusetts
and Ireland, and affirmed their shared
commitment to protecting LGBTQ+
equality and civil rights. 60 years ago,
President John F. Kennedy spoke to the
same Senate and established the Irish-
American relations.

Massachusetts holds the second
largest Irish population living in the
United States, at 19.8%, narrowly be-
hind New Hampshire at 20.2%. As such,
Massachusetts has deep ties to Irish an-
cestry and culture, and many elected of-
ficials have Irish roots.

Governor Healey shared her Irish
roots story that evening. Her maternal
great-grandmother, Katherine Tracey,
was 16 years old when her mother died
in 1912. Left behind with her father and
five siblings, Katherine soon left Ball-
inasloe for the United States.

She arrived in New York by herself,
making her way up to Boston to find
family members. After working in other
people's houses year after year, she met
Maura’s great-grandfather. They settled
in Newburyport, Massachusetts.

Katherine Tracey lived to be 96
years old. She passed on her name to
Maura’s mother, Catherine Tracy Beat-

tie; who passed on her middle name to
the present Maura Tracy Healey. “We
hold our memories of my great-grand-
mother deep in our hearts. She taught us
to love Ireland and inspired us to keep
close contact with our family.

I was raised with the values they
passed on — taking care of your family,
taking responsibility for the welfare of
your community, and looking out for
those who need a helping hand or a
friend to speak up for them. I'm grate-
ful for this gift, and I'm awed by the
fact that ours is just one of millions of
emigrant stories that helped build Mas-
sachusetts and America,” said Governor
Healey.

The governor said that Ireland and
Massachusetts’ relationship “is rooted
in shared values that are deeply relevant
to the moment we live in and the chal-
lenges we all face.... There is so much
for us to learn from one another, as we
work to protect the rights and freedoms
we've fought so hard for.”

President Biden also visited Ire-
land, his ancestral home, in April 2023.
The president stated his commitment
to supporting the Belfast/Good Friday
Agreement, a sentiment shared by many
in the commonwealth. Massachusetts
Congressman Joe Kennedy III is also
the Special Envoy to Ireland. Congress-
man Richie Neal, along with countless
private citizens, have also played a role
in fostering peace and justice in North-
ern Ireland.

Recently, governor Healey ap-
pointed Ronnie Millar as the new Direc-
tor of Strategic Initiatives of Office for
Refugees and Immigrants. Ronnie emi-

Please see /10
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One of America’s Largest Free Mu-
sic Festivals

Lowell Folk Festival, one of the
longest running free folk festivals in
the country, announced the first nine
performers coming to the mill city for

3 days of music, dance, crafts, food, and
family fun Friday, July 28th through
Sunday, July 30th.

“The National Council for the
Traditional Arts brought the National
Folk Festival to Lowell in 1987 and
has been a part of this magical weekend
ever since,” said Madeleine Remez, Se-
nior Associate Director of the National
Council for the Traditional Arts. “We’re
looking forward to presenting an amaz-
ing roster of artists, which will include
Chicago blues powerhouse Melody An-
gel, Irish supergroup Trian, griot and
kora master Sona Jobarteh, and rocka-
billy great Chuck Mead.”

“We’ve also got the dynamic and
rousing Haitian mizik rasin of Lakou
Mizik, the hot jazz and western swing
of Hot Club of Cowtown, and the ex-
citing tap of Jason Samuels Smithon

the schedule,” Remez continued.“The
Zuni Olla Maidens will perform dance
and song from the Zuni Pueblo in New
Mexico, and bluegrass band Springfield
Exit will share their gorgeous vocals
and harmonies. The festival will also
feature Portuguese fado, Greek music,
Cajun, and funk, as well as music from
Afghanistan and Ukraine—and much
more.*

“We look with great anticipation
to this year’s Lowell Folk Festival,"
said Arthur Sutcliffe, Chairman of the
Lowell Festival Foundation. “We are
thrilled to welcome a new partner, the
Greater Lowell Community Founda-
tion, and our new festival coordinator
Lee Viliesis. We have a number of new
things in the works for this year, so we
hope you will join us.”

The Festival, which attracts near-
ly 150,000 attendees annually, is more
than a performing arts event.The Folk
Craft Area will focus on the role appren-
ticeships are playing in the continuing
vitality of traditions from Chinese pa-
per cutting, western bootmaking, hand-
lettered signs and decorative painting,

Dominican carnival traditions, wooden
ship’s steering wheels, and more.

Foods from Around the World will
enable Festival goers to savor the many
tastes of the diverse cuisines offered by
non-profit organizations. The tempting
aromas of a wide variety of foods from
all corners of the globe, promise a culi-
nary and cultural experience., promise a
culinary and cultural experience. Local
non-profit organizations come together
to prepare and sell the foods of their
heritage, with proceeds to benefit those
organizations.

More details about the festival, in-
cluding additional artists and schedules,
will be announced in the coming weeks.
Visit https://lowellfolkfestival.org/ or
https://www.facebook.com/Lowell-
FolkFestival to stay posted on all future
updates for the 36th Lowell Folk Festi-
val 2023.
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US Cambodians Debate Impact of
Western Response to ‘Invalid’ Election

WASHINGTON — The United
States and European Union may have
waning leverage over Cambodia as it
slides further into China’s orbit, howev-
er Cambodian-Americans fear that up-
coming elections could prompt further
erosion of Phnom Penh’s relations with
the West.

And the fallout is likely to hurt ordi-

Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Sen shakes hands with China's President Xi Jinping before their
meeting at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China April 29, 2019. (Reuters)

45 YEARS OF PARTNERSHIP

ommemorative Summit
Brussels - 14 December 2022

1977-2022

President of the European Council Charles Michel (R) and Cambodia's Prime minister Hun Sen take
part in the EU-ASEAN summit at the Euroge(:)azn2 (:((X]Fn%l headquarters in Brussels on December 14,
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nary Cambodians rather than the ruling
party elites who Western officials blame
for backsliding on democracy and hu-
man rights in recent years, a number of
political engaged U.S. Cambodians told
VOA Khmer.

The most controversial aspect of
July’s national election is the decision
last month to bar the main opposition
Candlelight Party from participating.
Cambodia’s most prominent opposi-
tion leaders also remain under house ar-
rest and in exile, while dissidents of all
stripes have been jailed or intimidated
into silence.

"I can clearly see that the outcome
of that election is invalid,” said Larry
Seng, who lives near Seattle, Wash.
and supports the opposition, noting that
while other parties are registered for the
election, none represent serious compe-

tition to the ruling Cambodian People’s
Party.

He worried that the main tools
available to the U.S. and E.U. — with-
holding or restricting trade benefits
— risk compounding the economic
struggles of working-class Cambodians,
while inflicting minimal pain on Cam-
bodia’s leaders.

"The international pressure is noth-
ing more than economic pressure, and
that economic pressure is affecting
Cambodians, the poor, the less resource-
ful, making life even more miserable,"
said Seng.

He said the CPP “do not care about
the suffering of the people, as long as
the members of that party live comfort-
ably,” thanks to the continued support of
communist countries such as Vietnam
and China.

Since 2017, when the CPP began its
crackdown on the opposition and passed
a series of election reforms, the U.S. and
E.U. have urged the government to re-
open democratic space and respect basic
political rights.

The main stick has been the threat
to withdraw their respective Everything
But Arms (EBA) and Generalized Sys-
tem of Preferences (GSP) trade pref-
erences for lower-income countries,
which account for hundreds of millions
of dollars every year to Cambodia’s ex-
port sector.

And to some extent, they have al-
ready made good on those threats, after
the opposition Cambodia National Res-
cue Party was dissolved and the CPP ef-
fectively returned to one-party rule fol-
lowing the 2018 national election.

The E.U. officially suspended trade
privileges for 20 percent of Cambodian
exports, affecting the garment, foot-
wear, travel goods, and sugar sectors —
which together employ some 1 million
workers.

The U.S. preferences, meanwhile,
expired in December 2020 and have
not been renewed, meaning Cambodia
is losing out on billions in duty-free or
low-duty exports (though America re-
mains its largest export market).

The E.U. Parliament in March
passed a new resolution threatening to
further restrict EBA privileges for Cam-
bodia “if the 2023 elections deviate
from international standards or viola-
tions of human rights continue.”

However, Prime Minister Hun Sen
thumbed his nose at the threat in a speech
to factory workers in June, noting that
the entire trade scheme is expected to

wind down ]ﬂlglaes gosrgenﬁ gears.
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Massachusetts Governor Maura T. Healey Became
the First U.S. Governor to Address Irish Senate

From Page 05

grated from Belfast, and worked for 12
years at Boston's Irish Immigrant Centre
— which has received funding from the
Irish government through its Emigrant
Support Program for over three decades,
serving over 3,000 families each year
coming to Boston from 120 countries

around the world.

“In Massachusetts, at a time when
across America people's rights, free-
doms, histories, and identities are being
attacked, we are ensuring that women
and all who need it have their repro-
ductive rights protected and access to
healthcare defended; we are eradicating
racial injustice from our legal system,
our economy, our schools, our health-
care systems, and every realm of life;
and we are defending the rights of every
member of the gay, lesbian, and trans
community to live their lives freely
without discrimination, abuse, or barri-
ers of any kind,” said the governor.

Prior to being elected as governor
of Massachusetts, Healey was a civil
rights attorney and Massachusetts At-
torney General. She established a trail-

Massachusetts Governor Maura Healey Addressed Seanad Eireann

blazing record of fighting not only for
marriage equality, but for victims of
discrimination and exploitation of all
kinds.

“I am grateful to all those who
came before me, and I am grateful for

all those who advance our cause today.
The movements for gay rights, trans
rights, and women's rights in Ireland are
strong, visible, and worthy of our atten-
tion and gratitude,” she said.

Governor Healey is joined by
Secretary for Economic Development
Yvonne Hao, Secretary of Energy and
Environmental Affairs Rebecca Tepper,
and leaders from industry and academia.
While in Dublin, they will be meeting
with leaders in business, technology,
science, and education, to learn and
share with them all that Massachusetts
has to offer.

She attended a Pride reception last
night, and will meet with the Taoiseach
later this week - the first openly gay
prime minister of Ireland, Leo Varadkar,
elected in 2017.
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History of Kampuchea Krom: The Annexation
of Cambodian Land by Vietnam

From Page 04

ries in 1832 and made Vietnam as one
country.

In 1816, Emperor Gia Long or-
dered Thoai Ngoc Hau to arrest Khmer
Krom and forced them to dig a twenty
five miles canal known as “Vinh Te”,
which lies between Gulf of Siam and
Moat Chrouk (Chau Doc) province to
set a border between Kampuchea and
Kampuchea Krom, in an attempt to le-
galize Kampuchea Krom as Vietnam’s
territory. Those who rebelled against the
Vietnamese authority were buried alive
up to the neck with their heads used
to cook tea, a famous incident called
“Don’t spill the master’s tea” (Kum pup
te ong). Many more killings of Khmer
Krom took place, including several fake
meetings where intellectuals and schol-
ars were called to gather in the Kleang

Signing of the Harmand Convention, 25 August 1883.
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Province then the Vietnamese authority
locked up the building and burned them
alive, which lead to revolts.

In 1859, lead by Sea Sous, a Khmer
Krom in Khleang province battled
against the Vietnamese invaders at Ma-
hatup and Chong Ballang. The revolu-
tion went on for three years and liberat-
ed most of the areas until Sena Sous was
poisoned by Vietnamese secret agent.

In the same year, Napoleon III sent
a fleet and conquered Prey Nokor (now
Saigon) conquered. In 1862, the Nguy-
en emperor had to surrender the city to-
gether with Kampuchea Krom.

French took control of the rest of
Vietnam and named Tonkin for the
North, Ahnam for Central, and Cochin
China for the South. Cambodia and
Laos later were added together called
the Union of French Indochina.

During the French colonization of
Kampuchea Krom, Khmer Krom en-
tered a temporary period of stability and
peace amongst millions of Vietnamese
settlers.

During World War II, the Japanese
invaded Vietnam, and installed Bao
Dai as a puppet Emperor but allowed
the French government to continue to
rule Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh’s guerrilla
force occupied Ha Noi in 1945 and pro-

claimed a provisional government. The
Japanese surrendered.

With Japanese withdrawal and
North Vietnam becoming independent,
the French government hoped to keep
the South as a democratic regime. On
March 8, 1949, the Elysée Accords was
signed by the French President, Vin-
cent Auriol which helped establish Co-
chin China as a State of Vietnam, and
Bao Dai as the Head of State, without
prior consultation with the Cambodian
King. Alarmed by the changing status
of Cochin China, a Cambodian delega-
tion was sent to Paris to protest against
this transfer that Kampuchea Krom is a
disputed land that was illegally annexed
by Vietnam prior to French occupation.

With the help of a group of French

Emperor Bao Dai on his throne

Representatives led by Mr. Gaston De-
ferre (Mr. Juglas, Abelin, Bourgnes,
Maunoury, Duveau, Dumas, Rene, Plev-
en, and Temple), the Cambodian gov-
ernment delegation (H.E. Son Sann and
Mr. Chhean Vam) attempted a protest
against this land transfer. Representa-
tive Gaston Deferre presented a motion
demanding that the French Government
solve all pending questions between the
protectorate of Cambodia and the colo-
ny of Cochin China before yielding that
colony to Vietnam.

The motion failed. On June 4th
1949, the French President, Vincent
Auriol, signed the law granting Cochin
China — Kampuchea Krom - to the Bao
Dai government.

Kampuchea Krom which about a
size of Britain is the rice basket for the
entire Vietnam, consisted some 20 mil-
lion people today with 85% of the popu-
lation living in rural areas, the majority
are Khmers. Kampuchea Krom original-

Please see /12
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History of Kampuchea Krom: The Annex-
ation of Cambodian Land by Vietnam

From Page 11

ly consisted of four large provinces: DO
NAI, LONG HOR, MOTH CHROUK

Khmer Name Vietnamese Name
During this time, Khmer Krom, or

MNames of Provinces, Port and Islands in Kampuchea-Krom

Khmer Name Vietnamese Name

[Provinces  fag - Khet Tinh

1 i{n 851 -Prey Nokor Sai Gon

2 @ AIENTEN T — Toul Tamoak Thi Dau Mt
3 GINFMH — Chongva Tropeang Bién Hon

¥ i :f'«!iﬁ — Preah Suorkea B Ria

i HMU - 0-Kab Vang Tau

6 BT - Raung Domrei Tiy Ninh

i findim - Kampong Kou Long An

B TH#d — Me Sor M7 Tho

P 1M 258 Koh Kaung (Go Cang

10 ﬁﬂ&ﬂhﬁ - Kampong Russey Bén Tre

1 ATATUMI — Long Hor Long Ho
12 [Pt — Phsa Dek Sa Déc

13 [2{F N4 — Preah Trapeang Tra Vinh

14 I{ABUAL — Prek Russey Can Tho

15 (N6 — Barach Long Xuyén
16 'I:T‘I'ili'[ﬁl'i — Moth Chrouk Chiu Bic
17 M - Peam Ha Tién

18 IfY8AT — Kramoun Sor [Rach Gia

i» 'I.mh = Khleang Soc Tring
20 NANT - Pol Leav Bac Liéu

21 @r1gl — Teuk Khmau Ca Mau
Port findif - Kompong Pe Cing

I ﬁﬂ‘."-'l]_l'iﬁ — Kampong Krobey Bén Nghé
Islands HF: - Koh Pao

! 1M [f9NG — Koh Tralach Con Son

2 M {AT - Koh Trol Phit Quoc

and PEAM, later divided into smaller 21
provinces and 1 Port: Kompong Krobey
(Bén Nghé). Kampuchea Krom also has
two big islands: Koh Trol (Phi Quéc)
and Koh Trolach (Coén Son).

After annexation, the Vietnam-
ese authorities changed all the locality
names of villages, districts, cities, and
provinces from Khmer to Vietnamese.
The list is below:

Names of Provinces, Port and Is-
lands in Kampuchea-Krom

Khmers of lowlands, also were forced to
change their last names. The last names
Thach, Son, Kien, Kim, Chau, and Danh
were forced upon the Khmer-Krom peo-
ple in the designated provinces as an at-
tempt to identify and control those of
Khmer origin.

For example, the Cao family name is
mostly used for Khmer Krom in the
Raung Domrey (Tay Ninh) province,

Please see /13
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History of Kampuchea Krom: The Annex-
ation of Cambodian Land by Vietnam

From Page 12

the Dao family name in Prek Reussey
(Can Tho) province, Chau (for men) and
Neang (for women) family name in
Moth Chrouk (Chau Doc) province,
Danh family name in Kramoun Sor
(Rach Gia) province, Thach, Kim, Son,

In the 1950s, with support from Amer-
ica, the Diem government carried out
land reform which aimed to clamp down
on Viet Minh guerilla forces and said “It
may provide the only enduring solution
to imminent problem of resettling peas-

William Chapman Foster, Nguyen Vin Tam and Donald Read Heath

China y =
{—/ China
i “Democralic Republic—- ,
\L}/ft_i p nmah:m h""’}""’"‘“*-f}
2 o |
z{.\? :-._. ¥ %
{ _ lLacs ! r & y. 4

)f' _\-\-ﬂ"_x’d‘l '.f.
= P \ 1
4 ™ Al 4
P -, Cambodia | ——
Y L P
B \ *  “Sials of Vietnam
.I-.,-:__-\. _.s'

Indochina 'l" L

%

The partition of French Indochina
that resulted fiom the Conference.
Three successor states were created: the
Kingdom of Cambodia; the Kingdom of
Laos; and the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam, the state led by Ho Chi Minh
and the Viet Minh. The State of Viet-
nam was reduced to the southern part of
Vietnam. The division of Vietnam was
intended to be temporary; with elections
planned for by 1956 to reunify the country

Kien, family name in the provinces of
Preah Trapeang (Tra Vinh), Kleang (Soc
Trang), Pol Leav (Bac Lieu), and Tuek
Khmau (Ca Mau). However, some last
names were left alone because of the
same Vietnam and Chinese ancestry
such as: Ly, Diep, Lam, Tang, Nhan,
Huynh, Tran, Ngo, To, Duong, Luu, etc.

ant refugees from the Tonkin Delta.”
There still “well-known scarcity of land
in one of the world’s most densely pop-
ulated rural arecas, whereas land is rela-
tively plentiful in South Vietnam...in
conjunction with better military pro-
gram than exists today and refugee re-
settlement it offers practicable means of
bringing about restoration of law and
order since assurances to peasants that
they will be permitted to keep land they
occupy may encourage them to cooper-
ate with Central Government,” wrote
Ambassador Heath from Saigon to the
United States Department on July 3,
1954.

After annexation, Kampuchea Krom’s
21 provinces were further exploited by
the Viet Minh, then the Diem regime
which promoted North Vietnamese ref-
ugees to resettle in the Mekong Delta by
giving 20 year bonds. Little to no com-
pensation was paid to landowners.
Meanwhile president Diem relocated
thousands of Khmer Krom families and
other ethnic minorities into the “New
Economic Zone” to keep them under
surveillance.

Thousands of families were relocated
from Moth Chruok (Chau Doc), a Cam-
bodian border city to a flooded rural
area in Pol Leav (Bac Lieu), where there
were no water irrigation system, school
or hospital within reach. Many died of
diseases, poverty, and for generations
could not work enough money to return
home. Their ancestral homes were con-
fiscated and given to the Vietnamese.

Thousands of Khmer Krom joined the
Cambodian army to fight the Vietcong
force in Cambodia between 1960 -
1970s, while others joined the American

Please see /14
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(Left to right) Vice President Spiro T. Agnew, House Minority Leader (Iater Presi-
dent) Gerald R. Ford, President Thiéu, Ambassador to South Vietnam Graham
Martin and Speaker of the House Carl Albert posing for a picture on 5 April 1973
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History of Kampuchea Krom: The Annexation
of Cambodian Land by Vietnam

From Page 13
Mike Force in the South.

Yet, the oppression on Khmer Krom

continued on from one Vietnamese re-

On September 24, 1982, Vietnam
signed the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights treaty with the

(N3 euRiSIUIS URYMUMuUIf) Senjites

p=1

gime to the next, no matter which Viet-
namese regime is the ruler.

On March 26, 1970, President Nguyen
Van Thieu signed an ordinance, called
“Nguoi Cay C6 Rudéng” (LAND TO
THE TILLER). This policy took away
farmland from Khmer Krom to redis-
tribute to the Vietnamese.

United Nations. However, Khmer Krom
rights activists are consistently intimi-
dated, called in for questions, and arbi-
trary detained. “We cannot win by

force,” said Tranh Manrinh, rights advo-
cate of Khmer Krom Federation based
in the US, a collective of Khmer Krom
from all over world working to raise

5 .. IR A, - :

The Moblle Strike Force Command or MIKE Force was a key component of
United States Army Speaa] Forces in the Vietnam War.

Colored scarfs indicate different platoons as well as a Khmer Krom

In 1975, after the North won the Amer-
ican-Vietnamese war, Vietnam ordered
the dissolution of the Khmer Krom
Theravada  Buddhist  Association,
Khmera Nikay Association. All leaders
of the Khmer Krom Buddhist temples
(there were over 500 temples), and
thousands of the Khmer Krom people
who worked for the old regime were
sent to prisons called “re-education
camps”.

awareness of the human rights abuses
by the Vietnam government. “We must
learn our lesson from the past that when
that signature took place in Geneva in
1954, transferring Kampuchea Krom to
Vietnam, we did not have a voice. There
may be still a chance for change in the
future. That’s why we’re making sure
that we have a voice going forward.”
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS AND
COMMENT OPPORTUNITY
Draft FFY 2023-2027 Transportation
Improvement Program Amendment 5 and
Draft 2023 Coordinated Public Transit
Human Services Transportation Plan

The Northern Middlesex Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization (NMMPO) has released for public
comment the draft FFY 2023-2027 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) Amendment 5 and Draft
2023 Coordinated Public Transit Human Services Plan.

The TIP is a programming and management
document containing all federally funded transporta-
tion projects planned for Federal Fiscal Years (FFY)
2023-2027. The Draft FFY 2023-2027 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) Amendment 5 involves
the programming of the following new projects by the
Lowell Regional Transit Authority: the purchase of an
AVL/APC/ Annunciators system for Fixed Routes with
a state match provided in FFY2024 and the purchase
of seven replacement vans and one new van for new
service in the town of Groton by the LRTA using FTA
Section 5310 program funds, and matched by State
Mobility Assistance Program funds.

The Draft 2023 Coordinated Public Transit Hu-
man Services Plan satisfies a requirement under federal
transit law for projects selected for funding under
the Section 5310 program to be included in a locally
developed, coordinated public transit human services
transportation plan. The plan must be developed and
approved through a process that included participation
by seniors, individuals with disabilities, representatives
of public, private, and nonprofit transportation compa-
nies, human services providers, and other members of
the public utilizing transportation services.

The Public Comment period for the Draft FFY
2023-2027 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
Amendment 5 and the Draft 2023 Coordinated Public
Transit Human Services Plan will begin on June 30,
2023 and end on July 20, 2023. A virtual public meet-
ing to hear any comments on the Draft FFY 2023-2027
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Amendment
5 and the Draft 2023 Coordinated Public Transit Human
Services Plan will be held on July 17, 2023, at 5:30
PM via Zoom at: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZwpf-6qrj8rGNK W-kGhpz6-HJIbEbOEEPCHS.
Comments can also be provided by email to publiccom-
ments@nmcog.org or by mail to Northern Middlesex
MPO, 40 Church Street, Suite 200, Lowell, MA 01852.
Following the public comment period, the NMMPO
will meet on July 26, 2023 at 2:00 PM to hear any com-
ments received and consider endorsement of the Draft
FFY 2023-2027 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) Amendment 5 and the Draft 2023 Coordinated
Public Transit Human Services Plan. The NMMPO’s
public participation process satisfies the LRTA’s public
participation requirements for the program of projects.

Notice: These meetings are held via Zoom. For
information about accessing these meetings go to
www.nmcog.org or call 978-454-8021. The NMMPO
provides reasonable accommodations and/or language
assistance free of charge upon request (including but not
limited to interpreters in American Sign Language and
languages other than English, open or closed caption-
ing for videos, assistive listening devices and alternate
material formats), as available. For assistance, please
contact Ishahbazian@nmcog.org. Requests should be
made as soon as possible for services requiring ad-
vanced arrangements, including sign language, CART
or language translation or interpretation.
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Lynn Affordable Housing Trust
Fund (AHTF) Seeks Projects

LYNN — The City of Lynn’s Af-
fordable Housing Trust Fund (AHTF) is
accepting applications for funding through
a Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA)
released on May 3, 2023. Through this

Lynn Mayor J ared Nlcolson w1th

Councilor Hong Net

NOFA, the City is making up to $3 mil-
lion available to assist with the planning

and development of affordable housing
in Lynn.

Applicants may also apply for fund-
ing for site acquisition to be used for
future affordable housing development.
Additionally, applicants for the NOFA
must submit projects that increase hous-
ing opportunities for low-andmoderate-
income households.

“AHTF is one of the programs that
many residents of Lynn have been wait-
ing for a very long time. I’'m very happy
that it finally happened. This program
will give the opportunity for the city to
help our residents of low-moderate income
who wants to live here. This allows them
to afford to live in the city of their choice,”
said Councilor Hong Net.

Lynn Mayor Jared Nicholson and
Councilor Hong Net “Our administration
is committed to advancing affordable
housing efforts and ensuring our com-
munity has access to equitable, quality
affordable housing opportunities,” said
Mayor Jared C. Nicholson. “This program
will provide much-needed support to

organizations that share our goals of
working to ensure our residents are able
to remain in our community.”

The Trust Fund will accept applica-
tions on a rolling basis and will evaluate
potential projects using
a scoring rubric adopted
by members. Scores, out
of a potential 100, will
be judged on several
criteria, including Devel-
opment Team Capacity,
g’ Financial Feasibility,

. Affordability Objectives,
Alignment with Housing
Production Plan, and
Community Engagement.
W The members of the

. Affordable Housing Trust
Fund are Mayor Nichol-
son, Aaron Clausen,
Cinda Danh, Jonathon
Feinberg, Layheab Ly,
Jamie McGrath, and
. Sarai Zelada.

This NOFA is di-
rected to organizations,
| both non-profit and for-
. profit, and individuals
that are interested in and
' capable of providing af-

fordable housing to Lynn
residents within the City.

“The release of the NOFA is a his-
toric moment for the City of Lynn. As
you can see from the criteria within the
NOFA, the Board is committed to ensur-
ing this funding goes to projects that
promote more profound levels of afford-
ability,” said Jamie McGrath, a member
of the AHTF. “From a personal perspec-
tive, having formerly been in a situation
as a single mom where I chose to live
with family as I couldn’t afford rent, I
am grateful that our City is addressing
this need.”

“The funding made available in this
round provides the City with an important
boost to the creation of new affordable
housing opportunities in Lynn.” said
Aaron Clausen, Lynn’s Principal Planner.
“This NOFA prioritizes projects that are
aligned with the Housing Lynn plan and
can support projects to make our com-
munity stronger.”

For more information about the
program and to apply, please visit Lyn-
nInCommon.com or contact aclausen@
lynnma.gov.
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Tech Goes Home Receives $4.5 Mil-
lion Dollar Grant to Expand Digital
Equity Work Across Massachusetts

Tech Goes Home, a Massachusetts
nonprofit working to advance digital
equity, has received a historic $4.5 mil-
lion dollar grant to expand its digital
access in 13 Gateway Cities across the
Commonwealth — including Lowell,

Lynn, Revere, Brockton, Fall River,
and Springfield. Photo via Tech Goes
Home website Since 2000, this Boston-
based organization has provided elec-
tronic devices, internet access, and
digital skills training to tens of thousands
of people, providing easy access to the
digital world. Last year, nearly 400 TGH
courses were offered at over 100 partner

Participants of TGH program will
earn a free computer or laptop, one year
of reliable internet at no cost, after com-
pleted 15 hours digital skills training.
Participants will learn everything from
how to open an email account to how to
manage finances online. Tech Goes Home
is currently partnered with UTEC in
Lowell, but the agency has expressed
interest in looking for other community-
based organizations to work alongside.
With the grant — awarded by the Mas-
sachusetts Broadband Institute (MBI),
with American Rescue Plan (ARPA)
dollars designated for digital equity —

Participant Receives Free IPAD after completed 15 Hours of Technology training

sites, and more than 3,800 people com-
pleted the TGH program. Among those
graduates, 98 percent of school-aged
children said they were better able to do
schoolwork online; 91 percent reported
using their new digital device to com-
municate via email; and 74 percent of
graduates used their new tools and
knowledge to access telehealth, accord-
ing to its 2022 annual report. “Today’s
announcement represents a major step
forward in expanding our work across
the Commonwealth and bringing great-
er attention to the economic, educa-
tional, and health disparities that are
connected to digital inequity,” said Dan
Noyes, CEO of Tech Goes Home. “This
new investment provides the opportu-
nity to implement our model in more
geographies across the Commonwealth,
as well as shine a light on the power of
publicprivate partnerships in solving
entrenched societal issues.”

Tech Goes Home will also be able to
offer subgrants to community-based
organizations working to expand digital
access, including organizations that work
in Lowell.

“Our partner organizations are lead-
ers in the digital equity field and have
cultivated an incredible network of local
stakeholders who will ensure these funds
have maximum benefit to the communi-
ties they are designed to serve,” said
Michael Baldino, MBI director. “Today’s
grants, coupled with our municipal plan-
ning program and the engagement of our
dedicated working group members, will
ensure that the dollars invested lead to
the desired impact — more residents will
not only gain access to devices, digital
skills, and more affordable internet, they
will have access to a wider range of
social, educational, and healthcare re-
sources.”
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US Cambodians Debate Impact of Western
Response to ‘Invalid’ Election
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From Page 09

“And the EBA is going to end in
2027 anyways. So, if Cambodia loses
it, it’s not a problem. We do our best,
don’t use someone’s oxygen too much
so when they pull out the oxygen, we
can no longer breath,” he said.

Un Sokhom, a Lowell, Mass. resi-
dent and a former opposition party of-
ficial, said the CPP’s reliance on China
was the reason Hun Sen could brush off
the loss of trade benefits.

"It does not affect the government,
but more importantly, it affects the peo-
ple,” he said.

Many opposition supporters are
calling on Western democracies to re-
fuse to recognize the Cambodian gov-

o - g O

US President Joe Biden (L) meets Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Sen on the
sidelines of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Summit in
Phnom Penh on November 12, 2022. (AFP)

G Sndsmoiniumeig)a
1§

IR S gy irsIsIG N g)
iruigghanngian Sithifnu]f
AANUAIUMImSSunuit
MiNNIGATURIANNURJUTES
AYMING{UIg/uGSs AtIngnu
tutana B8 fus momAUgw
MIMAURRU{ITHNESMANGAY T

FUATGR S NES T MUH
ihamute Gigeiarsthiais:n
GemusE st n g

HAM{FANNURj{IANtISS
ANREMINI UG UM BUIH W]
ANAMIGURIUGESEGRUANIU
ihATIruAY U iag Sy
YRS JEANMIHSMAY]
BNLNUR 0 S JSTAISTRIATH O S5

INAA Larry Seng H18 {1581 U §

-

niFl¢fifae

ernment unless it agrees to concessions
including allowing Candlelight party to
participate in the election.

“I firmly believe that it is not just
me, that many of us Cambodians have
the same beliefs as me, and that the in-
ternational community is well aware of
the current situation,” said Larry Seng.
“I do not think they will legitimize the
election.”

However, ruling party spokesman
Sok Eysan shrugged off that possibility
in an interview with VOA Khmer.

“There is nothing to worry about
because this is the internal issue of
Cambodia,” he said, noting that despite
international outrage following the 2018
election, no countries withheld recogni-
tion of the new government.

And he noted both the U.S. and
E.U. have since welcomed Hun Sen for
summits along with other Asian leaders,
while Cambodia has been involved in
efforts to strengthen economic ties be-
tween the regions as well.

In Suon, a social worker from
Stockton, Calif. and a former CNRP
supporter, said he didn’t believe the

CPP’s bluster — arguing that damaged
relations with Western powers posed
deep risks for the ruling party.

"The people at the grass root are
miserable. Not only the people, but also
businessmen, the ordinary traders, be-
cause they have lost the rights to pro-
test, to seek the law, to seek justice in
the conduct of economic business," In
Suon said.

"Even though Cambodia says, 'Oh,
you do not have to depend on the free
world countries to survive.’ It is true on
the surface, but in reality, it is not so.”

In Suon said the U.S. and E.U.
continue to be the biggest markets for
billions of dollars worth of Cambodian
products — from agriculture, sport, and
garments — and could not be easily re-
placed by other countries or regions.

Sek Kosol, chairman of IKARE in
St Paul, Minn., said Cambodia’s govern-
ment had a tremendous opportunity to
generate goodwill among Cambodians
worldwide if it opened political space
for all parties, including those opposed
to the government, to participate in the
July 23 election.

He compared the situation to U.S.
politics, in which the main parties dis-
agree about most things, but occasion-
ally find some common ground.

“So, in Cambodia, if we do not like
the opposition party 80 to 90 percent or
if the opposition does not like the ruling
party 90 percent, we can find 10 percent
that we can work together and we focus
our time to do that 10 percent,” he said.

Sek Kosol said the CPP should stop
framing the political “opposition” as a
threat to the country.

“So, the word 'opposition' does not
mean that they are against our nation...
[rather] they are against the absence of
democracy, human rights, humanity in
our country, and if we have all important
points, it will make other people in other
countries value us accordingly."

However, Vibol Touch from High
Point, N.C., — a longtime opposition
supporter turned critic — said the ques-
tion of international legitimacy would
have little bearing on the CPP’s actions
around the election, or ultimately the
global response.

"l do not believe that the United
States will withdraw its embassy from
Cambodia or any other country in Eu-
rope will withdraw its embassy from
Cambodia. I do not believe that,” he
said.
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PHYSICAL THERAPY

@ Injuries
@ Slip & Fall
& Chronic Arthritis

HTProvy

Eastern Physicial Therapy
851 Middlesex Street, Suite 1 Lowell, MA 01851
Phone: 978-677-6333 Fax: 978-677-6982

Have Aches & Pain?

We Can Help.

from Auto Accident

ical rehabilitation

lic Surgical and No

( n-Surgical
s Comp Rehab

werall physical ability.
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Home Care Agency
SRS D
Group Adults Foster Care Program
AR S F O8I NIty

144 Merrimack Street * Suite 404
Lowell, MA 01852 « 617-783-7177

Open for enroliment.

Persons with disability and chronic ilinesses
at no cost to patients.

We provide an individual care plan developed by

a registered nurse and case manager.

Service plan includes medication management,

personal care service at home, a Nurse and
Case Manager monitoring ongoing needs.

Patient must have Masshealth Standard to qualify.

We accept United, Senior Whole Health, Fallon
and Commonwealth Care Alliance.
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DONUTS STORE
FOR SALE BY OWNER
78 HATHAWAY ROAD
NEW BEDFORD, MA
ASKING PRICE: $420,000

GROSS INCOME
$55,000-60,000 PER MONTH
STORE CAN OPEN 24 HOURS
ALL EQUIPMENTS INCLUDED
WE WILL TRAIN, THE BAKER
REMAIN WORKING UNDER
NEW OWNER.
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OMNLINE EDITIONS
AVAILABLE AT
KHMERPOSTUSA.COM
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2023 PRINTING SCHEDULES

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2023

ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES
All ads are printed in Full Color

Ad Size (WxH)
Full Insbde (10" wide x 13"t} . ... 555200  Full Back Page (10" widex 13" tall) . . ....... 5 1000.00
V2 (10 wide x B5" &l .. ......... 7500 Front Page 1/2 (107 wade x 65718 .. ........ 1000.00
V45" widex G5 tal) ... ......... 192,00 Front Page 1/4 (5" wide x 85 i) .. ......... . 620.00
/B 5" wice x 325"l .. ... ...... 10800  Front Page 1/8 (5" widex 325" tal) ... ....... .350.00
Business Card (3.5" wide x 2° tall . . .60.00 Front Page Business Card (3.5" wide x 2° tall ... 200.00

Your ad is also published in our online editions of the newspaper at khmerpostusa.com p

-

“
2023 PRINTING DATES
Advertising deadlines are 5 business days
prior to printing date.
January 1 Sunday July 1 Saturday
me 1 Wednesday Aungust Tuesday
March 1 Wednaesday Seplamber 1 Friday
Agril 1 Saburday October 1 Sunday
May 1 Monday Movember 1 Wednesday
June 1 Thursday December | Friday
MONTHLY
DISTRIBUTION
Tiu Locatiens i Lowel, MA « 7,000 coples
25 Locatkons bn Lynn & Revers, MA + 1,000 coples
25 Locations i Provids & Cransdon, Bl - 2,000 copies
Ackitievia i bribsuition ovling
CONTACT INFO

Ehmer Post USA « P.O. Box 8848 = Lowell, MA 01853

Khmer Post USA Tel: 9T8.6T7.T163 » Fax: 9TB.ETT.T0G2
Distribution Locations Include: Email: khmerpostusa@gmail.com
Households « Marksts + Redail Busingsses www.khmerpostusa.com

Restawants « Office Bulldings « Government Offices
Chambier of Commencs » Buddhist Tempie
Laundromats = And Much More

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA
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Subscribe
@khmerPostUSA

Follow us
@KhmerPostUSA
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